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Giris

Dogu Karadeniz cografyasi yesil ve mavi ile birlikte cismanilesir zihnimizde.
Mavisini ya gokyiiziinden ya da “kara’diye galatimeghur kilinmig denizden
alirken, yesilin ¢oklu tonlar bitki cografyasinin ¢esitliliginden ve yogunlugundan
gelir. Insan eliyle doganin gecirdigi déniisiimiin tarihi insanlik tarihiyle es anl
ilerlerken, sanayi devrimi sonrasinda ivme kazanan cevre sorunlar 2000’lerle
birlikte Dogu Karadeniz 6zelinde etki alanii artirmigtir. Dogu Karadeniz gevre
sorunlan tarihi ve bu sorunlarin etrafinda olusmus olan cevre eksenli toplumsal
hareketler diinya tarihinin bir parcasi oldugu kadar bireysel hikdyelerimizin i¢in
de énemli déniim noktalarindandir. iste Koyu Yesil, hem podcast serisi hem de
kitap olarak, bu doniim noktalarini anlama ¢abasini icermektedir. Dolayisiyla
Koyu Yesil, Dogu Karadeniz'de halinin altina siipiiriiliir gibi yesil ve mavinin
canhiginin arkasina saklanan ekokirmin ve/veya ekokirimlarin farkli ara¢ ve
miidahalelerle gerceklesmesinin tanikligini yaptigimiz son ceyrek yiizyilin kaydini

tutma denemelerinden biridir.

Sevgili okuyucu, yerelin tarihini yereldeki “siradan” hayatlarimizi da hesaba
katarak kayit altina alma, deneyimlerimizden 6grenme fikri tizerine inga olan
Koyu Yesil podcast serisi 2021 yilinda 6 boliim, 2022 yilinda 2 boliim ve 2023
yilinda 3 boliim olmak tizere toplam 11 boliim olarak yaymlandu. Elinizdeki kitap
ise Koyu Yesil podcast serisinde iiretilen soziin, yaziya doniismesinin ciktisidir.
Kitabin giris boliimiinde hem soziin yaziya doniismesinin kisa ve hizh 6ykiisiinii
paylasacak hem de podcast serisinin yiiriitiicisit ve kitabin editorii olarak

edindigim deneyimden bahsedecegim.



Koyu Yesil: Dogu Karadeniz Cevre Sorunlari Uzerine Séylesiler

Koyu Yesil, Gola Kiiltiir Sanat ve Ekoloji Dernegi'nin podcast serilerinden biridir.
Gola, 2006'dan bugiine 6zelde Lazca ve genelde Dogu Karadeniz'de, kiiltiir ve
ekoloji calisan; sanat ve bilgi tiretim siirecleri aracilig: ile donistiiriicti ve barisgil
eylem ve etkinlikler diizenleyen, demokrasiyi destekleyen caligmalar yiiriiten,
yerel ile merkezler arasinda bazen bir koprii bazen de bir kap1 mentesesi islevi
goren, sivil alanda orgiitlenmis bir dernektir. I¢ cemberimiz icinde Gola 2.0
olarak adlandirdigimiz, Gola tarihini iki aks tizerinden izleyerek yorumladigimiz,
2021 sonrasl donemin iiretimlerinden biri olan Koyu Yesil iceriklerini iiretmeye,
podcast yapmay1 6grenmem sonrasinda basladik. Teknik yetkinligi edinerek
podcast icerigi liretmeyi 6grenmem bir bagka sivil toplum kurulusu olan
Aramizda Toplumsal Cinsiyet Aragtirmalari Dernegi caligmalar icinde gerceklesti.
Vesile ile Aramizda'da edindigim deneyimi, Gola catis1 altinda yayginlagtirma ve
stirekli kilma arayisim, sivil toplumdaki pozisyonumu bir siire “yancilik” olarak
konumlamama neden olan 6grenme, esinlenme ve paylasma siirecinin iyi bir

ornegi oldugunu soylemek isterim.

Boylece 2021 yilinda podcast medyas: igin igerik tiretmeye karar verdigimizde,
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Dernegi Tiirkiye Temsilciliginden (FES) destek aldik.
FES'ten sevgili Ilke Gokdemir 6grenme ve iiretme siirecimiz boyunca bizimle
oldu. 2021'de Gola catis1 altinda Koyu Yesil ile birlikte toplam 4 podcast icerigini es
anl olarak iirettik. Bu seriler Irfan Cagatay tarafindan yiiriitiilen ve Laz mitolojisi
tizerine icerik tiretilen Galenigi'; Reyhan Yildinm tarafindan yiiriitiilen sanat
ve tabiat {izerinde soylesiler yapilan Sanatin Tabiat; Sevilay Refika Kadioglu
tarafindan yiiriitilen Golanin doniisiimii ve doniistiirdiiklerine dair soylesileri
iceren Golagi Nena® podcast serileriydi. Koyu Yesil haricinde 2022 ve 23 yillarinda
bu podcastler i¢in yeni icerikler iiretiimemekle birlikte, Gola ¢atis1 altinda 2 yeni
podcast kanali acildi. Cisem $endeniz tarafindan yiiriitiilen yerelin dinamikleri ve
yereldeki 6zgiin deneyimler iizerine séylesilerin gerceklestigi Yerelden ve Fatma
Geng tarafindan yiiriitilen Topragin Hali icinde topraga odaklanan soylesiler

gerceklesti.

1 Lazca "otekiler, disaridakiler".

2 Lazca "Gola’nin sesi".



Girig

Koyu Yesil podcast fikri Dogu Karadeniz yerelinden uzman, aktivist ve/veya
akademisyenlerle, Dogu Karadeniz'in cevre sorunlari iizerine konusma, iiretilen
bilginin ve deneyiminin hem kayit altina alinma hem de yayginlastirilma ihtiyaci
tizerine ortaya ¢ikt1. Bu baglamda soylesilerde yerelin bilgisini yerelle iligkilenerek
olusturmak maksadiyla, Dogu Karadeniz'i odaklarina alan aktivist, arastirmaci
ve/veya akademisyenleri birer aktor olarak konumladim. Boéylece Dogu
Karadeniz'deki farkli ¢evre sorunlarina ve/veya o sorunlarin etrafinda olusmus
toplumsal hareketleri, toplumsal hareketleri kimliklestiren imajlar ve sloganlar,
duygular, giindelik hayati digarida birakmayan bir dizi soylesi gerceklestirdik.
3 sezon ve 11 bolim icinde Dogu Karadeniz cevre sorunlarinin biitiinselligi ve
birbiriyle iligkisi kadar ¢evre eksenli toplumsal hareketlerin benzerlikleri ve

farkliliklar1 da belirginlegti.

Bilginin gorece yeni bir iiretim ve dagitim mecrasi olarak podcast yapimina
dair teknik bilgiyi 6grendigimiz siirecte, “kisa iyidir” mottosu ile karsilagmigtik.
Atolyelerine katildigim uzmanlar ve egitmenler 20 dakikay1 asmayacak boliimler
yapilmasini tavsiye etmisti. Koyu Yesil'de bu tavsiyeye uymaya en ¢ok yaklagtigimiz
bolim 33 dakika iken, standardin en uzagina diistiigiimiiz bolim ise 1 saat 25
dakikadir. Zira Koyu Yesil'i tasarlarken ve icerigi iiretirken tahayyiiliim yerelin
bilgisini yerelde iiretmek, deneyimleri kayit altina almak ve yayginlagtirmakt..
Boylece aslinda ilk anda podcast mecras: formiillerinin sundugu ve daha ¢ok ve
cesitli dinleyiciye ulasmak yerine, ilgilisine yonelik arsivlik iceriklerin iiretilmesi
i¢cin bir tercih yapmis oldum. Bireysel olarak yaptigim bu tercihin séylegenlerimin
soziiniin daha az duyulmasina neden olmus olabilecegine iliskin tagidigim kaygi,
bu kitabin iiretiminin arkasindaki motivasyon noktalarindan biridir. Zira hem
odagimiza aldigimiz ¢evre sorunu ile ilgili uzmanlik bilgisine ve/veya deneyimin
paylasilmasina aracilik etmeyi hedeflerken hem de birbiri ile konusan biitiinciil
bir cerceveyi kurarak imajlari, duygulan ve giindelik hayat1 dahil eden tanikhik
baglamindaki kayitlar1 popiilerlestirmek icin kisaltmak miimkiin degildi. Boylece
daha genis bir kitleye ulasmak icin s6z ve yazi arasinda gecigken bir iiretim alam

acip, podcastlerin kitaplagsmasi fikrini hayata gecirdim.
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Kitap icinde 11 béliimliik Koyu Yesil podcast serisinin 10 béliimii yer almaktadir.?
Boliimler podcastlerin yayin sirasina gore kitapta yer aldi. Bu béliimlerin ilki 17
Agustos 2021 tarihinde yayinlanan ve Dogu Karadeniz ¢evre miicadelesi tarihine
dahagenis bir perspektiften bakmayi amaclayan “Cemil Aksuile Dogu Karadeniz'de
Gevre Hareketlerinin Ahvali Ustiine” soylesisidir. Cemil Aksu ile uzun zamandir
hem aktivist hem arastirmaci olarak calistigi cevre hareketleri tarihi tizerine
soylestik. Podcast serisine biitiinsel bir bakigin ilk baglant1 noktalarini sunan bu
soylesi ile baglamak, ekoloji hareketleri ve yasam alani savunusu olarak tepkisel

cevre hareketleri arasindaki farka isaret etmesi baglaminda 6nemliydi.

Kitapta yer alan ikinci boliim 28 Eyliil 2021 tarihli “Nazli Demet Uyanik ile
Arhavinin Atmaca Kadinlar1 ve HESler” soylesisidir. Dogu Karadeniz cevre
miicadelesi tarihinin en bilinen béliimlerinden biri olan nehir tipi HES'lere,
Arhavi ilgesi tizerinden baktigimiz béliimde, bagari ve bagarisizlik arasindaki ince
cizginin yiikiiniin agirhg tizerine de konustuk. Bugiin Arhavi ilce merkezinde
Kapisre deresi beton bloklarin arkasinda kaldi ve yiiksek kdyleri maden projesi ile
karsi karsiya. Gergeklestirilen HES projelerinin, “islah” edilen, denize kavusamayan
derelerinin, tas ocaklarinin agirh@ altinda cevre miicadelesi deneyimlerinin

aktarilmasinin 6nemi bu boliimde bir kez daha kendini gosterdi.

12 Ekim 2021 tarihinde yayinlanan “Sitkran Ozgakmak ile Karadeniz Sahil Yolu
Haberleri” boliimii, Dogu Karadeniz ¢evre miicadelesi i¢in bir milat olan, Do1o-
Dogu Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'nun yapim siirecine, yola kars: verilen miicadeleye,
hukuksal siireclerde ve basinda yasanan degisimlere odaklanan séylesi, mekanin

gecirdigi degisimin etkilerini de tartismaya act1.

3 Koyu Yesilin 9 Eyliil 2021 tarihinde yayinlanan “Fatma Geng ile Caydan Ote Dogu
Karadeniz’in Donlisimi” adh 2. bolimi, sirecte hem Gola ¢atisi altindan hem de
ceperinde gay ve Dogu Karadeniz lzerine stirdlirdiglimiz gesitli galismalar ile benzerlik
tasidigi icin Koyu Yesil kitabi icerisinde yer almamaktadir. Konuyla ilgili daha ayrintih bir
6grenme ve arastirma deneyimi igin ulasabilecekleri gesitli kaynaklar bulunmaktadir.
Bu kaynaklar arasinda 2021 yilinda gergeklestirdigimiz “Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige
Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay” calistayinin kayitlarina Gola youtube kanalindan: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxjlséwtuDU&Iist=PLIpjUfnHX00t8iRxdsiSdUEXF1S2aV-g9
calistay kitabina “Caydan Ote: Tarladan Demlige Mekanda ve Bellekte Cay / Beyond
Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory” Gola web sitesi tizerinden ulasilabilir:
https://golader.org/projeDetay/21.




Girig

Gola catisi altinda yoniimiizii deniz olarak Karadeniz'e ¢evirmemizin ilk adimi,
“Nesrin Algan ile Bir Deniz Olarak Karadeniz'e Bakmak” boliimii, 26 Ekim 2021
tarihinde yayinlandi. Osinografik yapisindan tizerindeki ¢coklu baskiya, uluslararasi
hukuktaki yerine kadar genis bir spektrumda Karadeniz'i konustugumuz béliim,
deniz etrafinda 6rgiitlenmemis bir ekoloji dernegi olan Golanin yeni bir lens ile

denize, dogaya ve cevre hareketlerine bakmasinin aracisi oldu.

Birinci sezonun son béliimii “Ugur Biryol ile Yesil Yol ve Dogu Karadeniz'de Vahsi
Yayla Turizmi ve Alternatifleri’, 12 Kasim 2021 tarihinde yayinlandi. B6liimde deniz
seviyesinden yiiksek daglara cikarak, Yesil Yol projesi ve kitlesel yayla turizmi
konularina odaklandik. Firtina vadisinde olugsmus olan toplumsal hareketler
repertuarina, HES'lerden, degisen sosyo-kiiltiirel yapiya kadar pek cok baghk
tizerinden soylestik.

Iki boliimden olusan ikinci sezonun birinci béliimii “Oguz Kurdoglu ile Dogu
Karadeniz Ormanlari, Ormansizlagsma Nedenleri, Boyutlan” soylesisi, 23 Haziran
2022 tarihinde yaymlandi. Bitki cografyasimin, ormanlarn 6zgiinliigii ve cevre
sorunlarinin yarattigi coklu baskiy1 konu aldigimiz boliimde, ladin agaclarinin
bolgeye 6zgii dayanismaci yapisina ve yollarin bitki cografyasini nasil kesintiye
ugrattigina deginen sodylesimiz, agac¢ toplulugu ve orman arasindaki farki net

olarak ortaya koydu.

18 Agustos 2022 tarihinde yayinlanan “Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen ile Dogu
Karadeniz'de Topragin Zimni ve Muglak El Degistirmesi Uzerine” béliimii ikinci
sezonun son podcasti oldu. Boliimde kamu arazileri, tapular, toprak tizerindeki
tasarruf yetkisinin el degistirmesinin biiyiik projeler ile kesisimine deginerek

miilkiyet iliskisinin cevre miicadelesi iizerindeki etkilerine odaklandik.

Uciincii sezonun ilk béliimii “Hakan Tekin ile Artvin Madenler ve Miicadele
Pratikleri Uzerine” 12 Haziran 2023 tarihinde yayinladi. Madenler, Dogu Karadeniz'e

yonelik en yikici ekolojik miidahalelerden biridir ve en yogun kitlesel direnigin de

Ayrica AG-DA Eren Deniz Tol Arastirma ve Savunuculuk Destek Programi kapsaminda Ekin
Degirmenci, Elif Karagimen, Fatma Geng, Melek Géregenli ve Ozlem Sendeniz tarafindan
ylratilen saha ve raporlama galismasi sonucunda olusturulmus “Caya Toprak, Miilkiyet
ve Cinsiyet lligkileri Ekseninde Bakmak Saha Arastirmasi Raporu’na https://ag-da.org/
caya-toprak-mulkiyet-ve-cinsiyet-iliskileri-ekseninde-bakmak-saha-arastirmasi-ve-
raporlamasi/ adresinden ulasabilir.
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sergilendigi cevre sorunudur. Artvin'in uzun yillara yayillan maden miicadelesi
tarihinde hem miicadele bellegi hem de kent hafizas: iizerine gerceklestirdigimiz

soylesi, eylem ve iletigim repertuarimi ortaya koymas: bakimindan da 6nemlidir.*

17 Agustos 2023 tarihinde yaymlanan “Yasemin Yilmaz ile Yusufeli Baraji Su
Tutarken Hayvan Haklarin1 Savunmak” béliimiinde Yusufeli ilce merkezinin de
yerinden edilmesi siirecini iceren, baraj su tutarken hayvanlarin tahliye edilisini

ve sivil toplumun 6rgiitlenme deneyimini konugtuk.’

Sezonun son podcasti ve kitabin son yazsi, “Ulgen Aytan ile Coklu Baski
Altinda Karadeniz ve Mikroplastikler” icinde Karadeniz'in giincel sorunlarina,
atik bertarafina ve denizlerin ¢opler ve plastikler ile kirletilmesine odaklandik.
Bireysel, kurumsal ve sistemsel sorumluluklarimiza dair tartigmay1 da iceren

4 Bu kitabin hazirlandigi 2024 Agustos’unda, Arhavi‘de Eti Bakir tarafindan yapilmaya
hazirlanan maden projesine karsi, Arhavililer yerel bir toplumsal hareket 6rglitlemektedir.
Artvin maden karsiti hareketlerin deneyiminden de beslenen eylem ve iletisim
repertuarlari, toplumsal hareketlerin hafizasinin, deneyimlerin aktarilabilir olmasinin
o6nemini bir kez daha gostermistir.

5 Yine kitabin hazirlik slrecinde oldugumuz 2024 yaz aylarinda Hayvanlari Koruma
Kanununda Degisiklik Yapilmasina Dair Kanun Teklifi, hem kamuoyunun hem de
Meclis’in glindeminde dnemli bir tartisma ve miicadele noktasi olmustur. Hayvan haklari
savunucularinin ve sivil toplumun yogun ve etkili miicadelesine ragmen gergeklesen
degisikligin etkilerini onlimlzdeki glnlerde goériyor olacagiz. Bu baglamda “kisirlastir,
asila, yerine birak” modelinin uygulanmasini talep ediyoruz.



Girig

boliim, Uluslararasi Karadeniz Eylem Giinii® olarak kutlanilan 31 Ekim tarihinde
yaymlanda.

Mamafih Dogu Karadeniz cevre sorunlarmmi uzmanlar, akademisyenler ve/
veya aktivistler ile soylesmek tizere ¢iktigimiz yolculukta Koyu Yesil icinde
HES'lere, Sahil Yoluna ve yollara, madenlere, ¢opler ve atik bertarafina, Yesil Yol'a,
Karadeniz'e, vahsi bir bicimde kitlesellegen yayla turizmine, monokiiltiir tarimina,
carpik kentlesmeye, dere 1slahlarina, iklim krizine, ormansizlagsmaya kadar pek
cok cevre sorununa degindik. Yazilar icinde 6ne cikan kelimelerden olusan kelime
bulutu, tekrar sikhigi ile birlikte Dogu Karadeniz cevre sorunlarina ve Koyu Yesil
kitabina toplu bir bakig imkani1 sunmugtur:

Elbette hem ele aldigimiz konular hem farkh perspektifler ve sorularla yeniden
islenebilir hem de eksik kalan bagliklar ile daha net bir Dogu Karadeniz ekoloji
tarihi kaydi ¢ikarilabilir ortaya. Bu dogrultuda ben de kitaplagsma siireci icinde
2024 yilinda ara verdigim podcastlere yeniden baglamak ve oOncelikle ele
almadigim bagliklara odaklanmak istiyorum. Eksik gordiigiim, yer yer podcastler
icinde temas ettigimiz bashklar arasinda ¢6p sorunu ve atik bertarafi, Cernobil ve
etkileri ile tarimda zirai ilaclama ve giibre kullanimi konular yer aliyor. Birlikte
6grenme ve var olan bilginin yayginlagmasina aracilik etme, cevre sorunlarina
iligkin farkindaligin artmasina paralel bir bicimde miicadele pratiklerinin kaydinin
tutulmasini saglamak ic¢in tretim yapma hevesi gelecek sezonu tasarlamayi
kolaylastirmakta.

[k itiraf ve 6zelestiri; kitap fikri ilk aklima diistiigiinde giris boliimiinde uzunca
bir Dogu Karadeniz ekoloji miicadelesi tarihi analizi ve tanikligimi yazacagimi,
Dogu Karadeniz'in kimligine islemis gibi algilanagelen cevre miicadelesinin
Janus misali ikilikler arasinda konumlanigim tartismaya agacagimi, benzerlikleri
ve farklihiklan isaretleyerek biricik deneyimlerimizin kaydinin tutulmasina katki
sunacagimi zannetmekteydim. Ancak siire¢ 6yle iglemedi. 6 aylik siire icerisinde
tamamlanmasi gereken kitabin hazirlik ve basim siirecini, Sinem Sal'dan atif ile
“gectigimiz alt1 ayda cok sey oldu” diyerek ozetlemek istiyorum. Ve geldigimiz
su noktada sevgili okuyucu, kitabin icinde bazi dilbilgisi ve harf hatalan ile

karsilastigimizda ¢ok sert yargilamamanizi rica ediyorum.

6 Black Sea Action Day olarak gegen giin, Tirk¢ede Diinya Karadeniz Glinii veya Uluslararasi
Karadeniz Glin olarak kullaniimaktadir.
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Koyu Yesil: Dogu Karadeniz Cevre Sorunlari Uzerine Séylesiler

Ve tesekkiirlerimiz: Podcast iiretmeye karar vermek, icerik iiretmeyi asan bir
stirecti. Keza pek tabii kitap basimi da dyle. Dolayisiyla pek cok tesekkiir var
edilmesi gereken. Koyu Yesil'in imaj tasarimim sevgili Reyhan Yildirim tasarladi.
O imaj kitabin mizanpajini da yapan sevgili Irfan Cagatay’in dokunuguyla kitabin
cismanilestigi kapag1 da oldu. Podcast cingili Didem Gengtiirk'iin eseri. Cingilda
Koyu Yesil girizgahin1 Tugba Zehra Saglam seslendirdi. Sivil Diigiin destegi ile
kitaplasan Koyu Yesil'in Ingilizce gevirisini sevgili Giilcan Ergiin yapt1. Desifre ve
edisyon siireclerinin proje takvimi nedeniyle hizla tamamlanmasi gerekti. Bu dar
zaman iginde sevgili Aysel Oztiirk metinlerin son okumasini yapti. Siiregte Ece
Parali Oztan ve Noti Egitim Danigmanlik kolaylagtirici oldu. Podcast siirecinde
FES i¢inde damismanhgimizi {lke Gokdemir, kitaplasma siirecinde Sivil Diigiin

icinde danigmanhgimizi flayda Erdem yapti. Kendilerine tesekkiir ederim.

Once podcast béliimleri icin sdylesen, sonra kitap béliimleri icin yazar olan
Cemil Aksu, Hakan Tekin, Oguz Kurdoglu, Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen, Nazli Demet
Uyanik, Nesrin Algan, Ugur Biryol, Ulgen Aytan, Siikran Ozcakmak, Yasemin
Yilmaz'a hem paylagimlar hem kisa siirede organize olarak sunduklan katkilart
hem de Dogu Karadeniz ekoloji hareketi icindeki konumlaniglar i¢in kendilerine

tesekkiir ediyorum.

Ve sevgili Gola, hayatimin bilgi tiretim siirecinin icinde kalmak i¢in ekstra caba sarf
etmem gereken doneminde, ¢aligma ve ilgi alanlarimi canli tutabilmem i¢in bana
actig1 alana ve tiyeleri, goniilliileri, calisanlary, i¢ ve dis paydaslari ile birlikte “daha”
yasanabilir, egit, adil ve demokratik bir Dogu Karadeniz hayaline bir adim dahi

olsa yaklastigimiz hissinin yaratilmasina olanak sagladig icin tesekkiir ederim.

Her kitabin bir de ithaf boliimii olur. Bu kitabin ithafinda ¢ok isim gececek.
Oncelikle “gectigimiz alt1 ayda ok sey oldu” heybesine giren, kanser ile savasan
sevgili babam Zafer $endeniz ve Golamin dayisi, Kemal Alkana gosterdikleri
dirayeticin ve ailelerine, babamin vakasinda annem Fethiye Sendeniz ile kardegim
Cisem Sendeniz'e; Kemal daymin vakasinda Reyhan Alkan ve Sevilay Refika
Kadioglu'na bu dirayetin gosterilmesine olanak saglayan kosullar yarattiklar icin;
calisma arkadaslarim Ali Cem Yildiz, Aycan Sesen, Bediz Yilmaz ve Ebru Demir’e
biitiin destek ve kolaylagtiriciliklar igin tesekkiir ederim. Sizlerle paylasmak

istedigim gectigimiz alt1 ayda olan ¢ok seyin arasina giren bir de hukuki siire¢ var.



Girig

Kamuoyunda Baris Bildirisi olarak bilinen “Bu Suga Ortak Olmayacagiz” metninin
imzacisi olmam nedeniyle 7 Subat 2017'de 686 sayih KHK ile arastirma gorevlisi
olarak cahstigim Igdir Universitesindeki gorevimden “meslekten men” edilerek
ihrac edildim. Pasaportum “calinti/kayip” sayildi ve yaklasik 4 y1l defacto olarak
yurtdigina ¢ikis yasagi ile yasadim. 2023 Eyliil'iinde 19. Ankara {dare Mahkemesi
karan ile goreve iade edildim ve, anlatinin bu noktasinda sizi sasirtmayacak
bicimde, yaklagik alt1 ay siiren bu “iade” siireci 13. Bolge idare Mahkemesi karari
ile bozuldugunda, 7 Subat 2024 tarihinde bir kez daha tiniversite ile iligigimin
kesilecegini 6grendim. Gegtigimiz o alt1 ay icinde olan ¢ok sey arasinda sevgili
Cigdem Giinege, Aysel ve Faruk Aras’a kalpten gelen 6zel bir tesekkiiriim var.
Takip eden alt1 ay icinde bir bagka diinya olarak karsima yine ve gene dikilen
hukuk dilini desifre eden sevgili inci Solak Akman’a ve 1srarla ideal bir hukuk
diizenini adil bir diinyanin kurulmasinin ilk agamasi olarak gormeye devam eden
ve bunun icin cabalayan sevgili avukatim Yusuf Aslan’a varliklar ve destekleri icin
miitesekkirim, tegekkiirler.

Ve denizinden daglarina, yesilin tiirlii tonunda canl hayatini savunan, ama kendi
yasam alani icin ama komgusunun yagsam miicadelesi icin ¢aba sarf eden ve/veya
dogaya biitiinciil yaklasan; kendi kalibresi icinde yapabilecegi kadarini yapan ve
daha fazlasi i¢in konfor alanlarindan ¢ikan herkese tesekkiir ederim.

fkinci ve son itirafim; sikici ve orta yolcu olarak nitelendirilebilecek bir insan
olarak katildigim kimi yiirliyiis, miting ve protestolarda oradaki varligimi
sorguladim hep. Ama bilgi iretim siirecinin herhangi bir asamasindaki -okuyan,
aragtiran, yazan, anlamaya c¢alisan, arsiv olusturmak icin cahsan vb.- varhigim
hic sorgulamadim. Bana dogal gelen, bu gorece sikici alandaki ¢abamin yine
gorece daha nafile algilandigini bilerek yazdigim bu satirlar: kendime de tesekkiir
ederek tamamlamak istiyorum. “Inatla degil, sebatla” denir ancak benim igin bilgi
tiretim siireclerinin icinde kalmak “inatla ve sebatla” miimkiin oldu. Ve bu inat ve
sebatla gectigimiz her alt1 ayda daha ¢ok sey olacagini da bilerek, sadece Dogu
Karadeniz'de degil ama 6zelde Dogu Karadeniz'i odaga alarak, cevre sorunlarina
dair tartigma ve deneyim aktarimlar siireclerine katki sunmak icin sikici ve orta

yolcu hayatimda emek ve zaman ayirmaya devam edecegim gibi goriiniiyor.
Vige (Findikl)

Agustos 2024
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Introduction

The Eastern Black Sea geography materializes in our minds with green and blue.
While the blue comes either from the sky or the sea, which has been a common
misconception as “land’, the multiple shades of green come from the diversity and
intensity of the plant geography. While the history of the transformation of nature
through human intervention runs concurrently with the history of humanity,
environmental problems that gained momentum after the industrial revolution
have increased their impact on the Eastern Black Sea region since the 2000s. The
history of the Eastern Black Sea environmental problems and the environment-
oriented social movements that have formed around these problems are important
turning points in our individual stories as well as being a part of world history.
Thus, Koyu Yesil [Dark Green], both as a podcast series and as a book, is an attempt
to understand these turning points. Therefore, Dark Green is one of the attempts
to record the last quarter of a century in which we have witnessed the realization
of ecocide and/or ecocides through different means and interventions that hide
behind the vitality of green and blue as if swept under the rug in the Eastern Black

Sea region.

Dear reader, the Dark Green podcast series, which is built on the idea of recording
the history of the local by taking into account our “ordinary” lives in the locality
and learning from our experiences, was released in a total of 11 episodes, 6 episodes
in 2021, 2 episodes in 2022 and 3 episodes in 2023. The book in your hand is the
output of the transformation of the words produced in the Dark Green podcast

series into writing. In the introduction of the book, I will share the short and quick
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story of the transformation of the word into writing, and I will also talk about my
experience as the executive of the podcast series and the editor of the book.

Dark Greenisone of the podcastseries of Gola Culture, Artand Ecology Association.
Gola is a civic association that has been working on culture and ecology in the Laz
language in particular and in the Eastern Black Sea region in general since 2006;
organizing transformative and peaceful actions and activities through art and
knowledge production processes, carrying out democracy-supporting activities,
sometimes acting as a bridge and sometimes as a door hinge between the local
and the centers. We started producing Dark Green content, which we call Gola 2.0
within our inner circle, which is one of the productions of the post-2021 period,
which we interpret by following the history of Gola on two axes, after I learned
how to make podcasts. I acquired technical competence and learned how to
produce podcast content within another civil society organization, Aramizda
Gender Research Association. I would like to say that my quest to disseminate
and perpetuate the experience I gained in Aramizda under the roof of Gola is a
good example of the process of learning, inspiration and sharing that led me to
consider my position in civil society as a “sidekick” for a while.

Thus, when we decided to produce content for podcast media in 2021, we received
support from the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Association Turkey Representative
Office (FES). Dear ilke Gokdemir from FES has been with us throughout our
learning and producing process. In 2021, we produced a total of 4 podcasts
simultaneously with Dark Green under the roof of Gola. These series were the
Galenisi' podcast series conducted by Irfan Cagatay, which produced content on
Laz mythology; The Nature of Art, which was conducted by Reyhan Yildirim and
included interviews on art and nature; Golasi Nena* podcast series conducted by
Sevilay Refika Kadioglu, which included interviews on the transformation of Gola
and what it transformed. Except for Dark Green, no new content was produced for
these podcasts in 2022 and 23, but 2 new podcast channels were launched under
Gola. From Local, where interviews on the dynamics of the local and unique
experiences in the local, conducted by Cisem $endeniz, and interviews focusing

on the land in the State of the Land, conducted by Fatma Geng, took place.

1 In Laz, it means others, outsiders.

2 In Laz, it means the sound of Gola.



Introduction

Talking about the environmental problems of the Eastern Black Sea region
emerged out of the need to both record and disseminate the knowledge and
experience produced. In this context, I positioned activists, researchers and/or
academics who focus on the Eastern Black Sea region as actors in order to create
knowledge of the local in relation to the local. Thus, we conducted a series of
interviews that did not exclude different environmental problems in the Eastern
Black Sea region and/or social movements formed around those problems, the
images and slogans that identify social movements, emotions, and daily life. In 3
seasons and 11 episodes, the similarities and differences of environmental social
movements as well as the holistic and interrelatedness of the Eastern Black Sea

environmental problems became evident.

In the process of learning the technical know-how of podcasting as a relatively
new medium of production and distribution of information, we came across
the motto “short is good”. The experts and trainers whose workshops I attended
recommended making episodes that would not exceed 20 minutes. In Dark
Green, the closest we came to following this recommendation was 33 minutes,
while the furthest we fell from the standard was 1 hour and 25 minutes. Because
while designing Dark Green and producing the content, my vision was to produce
local knowledge locally, to record and disseminate experiences. Thus, in the first
moment, I actually made a choice to produce archival content for those who are
interested in it, rather than reaching out to a wider and more diverse audience,
which is what the formulas of the podcast medium offer. My concern that this
choice I made individually may have caused my interviewees to be less heard is
one of the motivation points behind the production of this book. Because it was
not possible to shorten the recordings in the context of testimony, which include
images, emotions and everyday life by establishing a holistic framework that
speaks to each other while aiming to mediate the sharing of expert knowledge
and/or experience about the environmental problem we focus on, in order to
popularize them. Thus, in order to reach a wider audience, I opened a transitional
production space between the spoken word and the written word and realized the

idea of turning the podcasts into a book.
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The book contains 10 episodes of the 11-episode Dark Green podcast series.? The
episodes were included in the book in the order of the podcasts. The first of these
episodes is the interview “With Cemil Aksu, On the Conditions of Eastern Black
Sea Environmental Movements”, which was podcasted on August 17, 2021 and
aims to look at the history of the Eastern Black Sea environmental struggle from a
broader perspective. We interviewed Cemil Aksu on the history of environmental
movements, which he has been working on as an activist and researcher for a long
time. It was important to start the podcast series with this interview, which offers
the first connection points of a holistic view, pointing to the difference between
ecology movements and reactive environmental movements as a defense of living
space.

The second chapter in the book is the interview “Nazli Demet Uyanik on the
Hawk Women of Arhavi and HEPPs” dated September 28, 2021. In the episode
where we looked at river-type HEPPs, one of the most well-known parts of the
history of the Eastern Black Sea environmental struggle, through the district of
Arhavi, we also talked about the weight of the burden of the thin line between
success and failure. Today, the Kapisre stream in Arhavi district center is behind
concrete blocks and the high villages are facing a mining project. The importance
of sharing the experiences of environmental struggle under the weight of HEPP
projects, “improved” streams that cannot reach the sea, and quarries was once
again evident in this episode.

Released on Octoberi2, 2021, “Black Sea Coastal Road News with Siikran C)zgakmak”
focused on the construction process of the Do1o-Eastern Black Sea Coastal Road,
which is a milestone for the Eastern Black Sea environmental struggle, the struggle
against the road, the changes in legal processes and the press, and also discussed

the effects of the changes the space has undergone.

3 The 2nd episode of Dark Green, “The Transformation of the Eastern Black Sea Region
Beyond Tea with Fatma Geng”, released on September 9, 2021, is not included
in Dark Green as it is similar to the various studies on tea and the Eastern Black Sea
both under the roof of Gola and on its periphery. For a more in-depth learning and
research experience on the topic, there are various resources available. Among these
resources is the workshop we organized in 2021 titled “Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot,
Tea in Space and Memory” on the Gola youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mxjlséwtuDU&list=PLJpjUfnHX00t8iRxdsiSAUEXF152aV-g9 The workshop
book “Beyond Tea: From Field to Pot, Tea in Space and Memory” is available on Gola
website: https://golader.org/projeDetay/21




Introduction

The first step in turning our attention to the Black Sea as a sea under the roof
of Gola, “Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment with Nesrin Algan”
was podcasted on October 26, 2021. The episode, in which we talked about the
Black Sea in a wide spectrum from its oceanographic structure to the multiple
pressures on it and its place in international law, became a means for Gola, an
ecology association that is not organized around the sea, to look at the sea, nature

and environmental movements with a new lens.

The last episode of the first season, “With Ugur Biryol: The Green Road, Wild
Plateau Tourism, and Alternatives in the Eastern Black Sea Region” with Ugur
Biryol, was podcasted on November 12, 2021. In the episode, we went from sea level
to the high mountains and focused on the Green Road project and mass plateau
tourism. We talked about the repertoire of social movements that have formed in

the Firtina Valley, from HEPPs to the changing socio-cultural structure.

The first episode of the two-part second season, “Eastern Black Sea Forests, Causes
and Dimensions of Deforestation with Oguz Kurdoglu”, was released on June 23,
2022. In the episode where we discussed the uniqueness of plant geography, forests
and the multiple pressures created by environmental problems, our interview,
which touched on the solidaristic structure of spruce trees specific to the region
and how roads interrupt plant geography, clearly revealed the difference between

a tree community and a forest.

Podcasted on August 18, 2022, the episode “With Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen on the
Implicit and Ambiguous Transfer of Land in the Eastern Black Sea Region” was the
last podcast of the second season. In the episode, we focused on the intersection
of public lands, title deeds, and the change of the power of disposal on land
with large projects, and focused on the effects of the property relations on the

environmental struggle.

In addition, the “Field Research Report ‘Looking at Tea in the Axis of Land, Property
and Gender Relations’, which was created as a result of the field and reporting work
carried out by Ekin Degirmenci, Elif Karagimen, Fatma Geng, Melek Géregenli and Ozlem
Sendeniz within the scope of the AG-DA Eren Deniz Tol Research and Advocacy Support
Program, can be accessed at https://ag-da.org/caya-toprak-mulkiyet-ve-cinsiyet-iliskileri-
ekseninde-bakmak-saha-arastirmasi-ve-raporlamasi/
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The first episode of the third season “On Artvin, Mines and Practices of Struggle
with Hakan Tekin” was released on June 12, 2023. Mines are one of the most
destructive ecological interventions in the Eastern Black Sea region and the
environmental problem that has been met with the most intense mass resistance.
The interview we conducted on both the memory of struggle and the memory of
the city in Artvin’s long history of mining struggle is also important in terms of

revealing the repertoire of action and communication.*

In the episode “With Yasemin Yilmaz, Defending Animal Rights as the Yusufeli
Dam Holds Water” released on August 17, 2023, we talked about the evacuation
of animals while the dam was holding water, including the displacement of the

district center of Yusufeli, and the experience of civil society organizing.’

4 In August 2024, when this book was prepared, Arhavi residents are organizing a local
social movement against the Eti Copper mining project in Arhavi. Their action and
communication repertoire, which also draws on the experience of the Artvin anti-
mining movements, once again demonstrates the importance of the memory of social
movements and the transferability of experiences.

5 In the summer of 2024, when we were in the process of preparing the book, the Bill on
the Amendment of the Law on the Protection of Animals became an important point of
discussion and struggle on the agenda of both the public and the Parliament. Despite
the intense and effective struggle of animal rights defenders and civil society, we will
see the effects of the amendment in the coming days. In this context, we demand the
implementation of the “sterilize, vaccinate, release” model.



Introduction

In the last podcast of the season and the last article of the book, “With Ulgen
Aytan on the Black Sea under Multiple Pressures and Microplastics”, we focused
on the current problems of the Black Sea, waste disposal and the pollution of the
seas with garbage and plastics. The episode, which included a discussion on our
individual, institutional and systemic responsibilities, was podcasted on October
31st, which is celebrated as the Black Sea Action Day®.

Nevertheless, on our journey to discuss Eastern Black Sea environmental
problems with experts, academics and/or activists, we have touched upon many
environmental problems in Dark Green, ranging from HEPPs, the Coastal Road
and roads, mines, garbage and waste disposal, the Green Road, the Black Sea, wild
mass plateau tourism, monocultural agriculture, unplanned urbanization, stream
improvement, the climate crisis, and deforestation. The word cloud consisting of
the prominent words in the articles, together with the frequency of repetition,
provides a holistic view of the Eastern Black Sea environmental problems and the
book Dark Green:

Of course, the topics we have covered can be readdressed with different
perspectives and questions, and a more precise record of the ecological history
of the Eastern Black Sea can be created with the missing topics. In this direction,
I would like to restart the podcasts that I took a break in 2024 as part of the book
publishing process and focus primarily on the topics that I have not covered.
Among the topics that I see as missing and that we occasionally touch upon in the
podcasts are the garbage problem and waste disposal, Chernobyl and its effects,
and the use of pesticides and fertilizers in agriculture. The eagerness to learn
together, to mediate the dissemination of existing knowledge, and to produce to
ensure that the practices of struggle are recorded in parallel with the increasing

awareness of environmental problems makes it easier to design the next season.

First confession and self-criticism; when the idea of the book first came to my mind,
I thought that in the introduction I would write a long analysis of the history of the
Eastern Black Sea ecological struggle and my testimony, that I would open up for

discussion the positioning of the environmental struggle, which is perceived to be

6 The Black Sea Action Day is also known as World Black Sea Day or International Black Sea
Day in Turkish.
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embedded in the identity of the Eastern Black Sea region, between dualities like
Janus, and that I would contribute to keeping a record of our unique experiences
by marking similarities and differences. However, the process did not work that
way. With a reference to Sinem Sal, I would like to summarize the preparation
and printing process of the book, which had to be completed in 6 months, by
saying “a lot has happened in the past six months.” And at this point, dear reader,
I ask you not to judge too harshly when you encounter some grammatical and
typographical errors in the book.

And our thanks: Deciding to produce a podcast was a process that went beyond
producing content. So was publishing the book. Therefore, there are many thanks
to be given. Dear Reyhan Yildirim created the image design of Dark Green. That
image also became the cover of the book with the touch of dear Irfan Cagatay, who
also did the layout of the book. The podcast jingle is the work of Didem Genctiirk.
Tugba Zehra Saglam voiced the introduction of Dark Green in the jingle. The
English translation of Dark Green, which was published with the support of Sivil
Diisiin, was done by dear Giilcan Ergiin. The transcription and editing processes
had to be completed quickly due to the project schedule. In this limited time, dear
Aysel Oztiirk did the final reading of the texts. Ece Parali Oztan and Noti Education
Consulting facilitated the process. ilke Gokdemir was our consultant at FES during
the podcast process and ilayda Erdem was our consultant at Sivil Diisiin during the
book publishing process. I would like to thank them.

I would like to thank Cemil Aksu, Hakan Tekin, Oguz Kurdoglu, Melek Mutioglu
Ozkesen, Nazli Demet Uyanik, Nesrin Algan, Ugur Biryol, Ulgen Aytan, Siikran
Ozgakmak, Yasemin Yilmaz who interviewed for the podcast episodes and then
wrote for the book chapters for their sharing, their contributions by organizing
in a short period of time and their positioning in the Eastern Black Sea ecology

movement.

And I would like to thank dear Gola for the space it has provided me to keep my
fields of study and interests alive during a period of my life when I had to make
an extra effort to stay in the knowledge production process, and for creating the
feeling that together with its members, volunteers, staff, internal and external
stakeholders, we are one step closer to the dream of a “more” livable, equal, just
and democratic Eastern Black Sea.



Introduction

Every book has a dedication. Many names will be mentioned in the dedication of
this book. First of all, to my beloved father Zafer Sendeniz and Gola’s uncle Kemal
Alkan, fighting cancer, for their resilience and to their families, in my father’s case
my mother Fethiye Sendeniz and my sister Cisem Sendeniz; Reyhan Alkan and
Sevilay Refika Kadioglu in uncle Kemal’s case for creating the conditions that
enabled this resilience; and to my colleagues Ali Cem Yildiz, Aycan Sesen, Bediz
Yilmaz and Ebru Demir for all their support and facilitation. Among the many
things that have happened in the past six months, there is also a legal process
that I would like to share with you. On February 7, 2017, I was dismissed from my
profession at Igdir University, where I was working as a research assistant, with
the Decree Law No. 686, due to being a signatory of the statement “We will not
be a party to this crime”, publicly known as the Peace Petition. My passport was
classified as “stolen/lost” and I lived under a de facto travel ban for about 4 years.
In September 2023, I was reinstated by the 19th Ankara Administrative Court and,
not surprisingly at this point in the narrative, when this “reinstatement” process,
which lasted about six months, was overturned by the 13th Regional Administrative
Court, I learned that I would once again be dismissed from the university on
February 7, 2024. Among the many things that happened in those six months, I
have a special heartfelt thanks to dear Cigdem Giines, Aysel and Faruk Aras. I am
grateful and thankful to my dear Inci Solak Akman for deciphering the language of
law, which stood before me again and again as another world in the following six
months, and to my dear lawyer Yusuf Aslan, who persistently continues to see an
ideal legal order as the first stage of the establishment of a just world and strives
for this, for their presence and support.

And I would like to thank everyone who defends life in all shades of green, from
the sea to the mountains, who strives either for their own habitat or for their
neighbor’s struggle for life, and/or who takes a holistic approach to nature; who
does as much as they can do within their own caliber and leaves their comfort
zones for more.

My second and final confession is that as a person who can be described as a boring
and moderate one, I have always questioned my presence in some of the marches,
rallies and protests I have participated in. But I have never questioned my presence
at any stage of the knowledge production process -reading, researching, writing,
trying to understand, working to create an archive, etc. I would like to conclude
these lines I have written knowing that my efforts in this relatively boring field,
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which comes naturally to me, are also perceived as relatively futile, by thanking
myself. It is said “not with stubbornness, but with persistence”, but for me it was
possible to stay in the knowledge production processes with “stubbornness and
persistence”. And with this stubbornness and persistence, knowing that there
will be more to come in every six months, it seems that I will continue to devote
time and effort in my boring and moderate life to contribute to the processes of
discussion and experience transfer on environmental problems, not only in the
Eastern Black Sea region but with a focus on the Eastern Black Sea region in
particular.

Vige (Findikl)

August 2024



Cemil Aksu ile

Dogu Karadeniz Cevre Hareketlerinin Ahvali Ustiine

Koyu Yesil'in ilk bolimiinde konugumuz sevgili Cemil Aksu. Aktivist ve
arastirmaci Cemil Aksu ile gerceklestirdigimiz soyleside Dogu Karadeniz'deki
cevre hareketlerine biitiinciil bir perspektif ile baktik.!

Kisisel tarihin Dogu Karadeniz ¢evre hareketivle nasil kesistigini bize anlatabilir
misin?

Cemil Aksu: 2005'ten 6nce siyasi nedenlerle uzun bir cezaevi siirecim oldu. O
donemde diinya siyasetine toplumsal muhalefet hareketlerine dair okumalarim
icerisinde iklim krizi, ekoloji siyasetleri ilgimi cekmeye baglamisti. Once diigiinsel
bir bag kurmaya bagladim. Cezaevinden 2004’iin sonunda ciktim ve o dénem
Camlihemsgin'de bir baraj projesi ve bu baraj projesine kars1 bir miicadele vardi.
Ben de aslinda, baslayan bir miicadeleye dahil olmug oldum.

llgililerin de hatirlayacag1 gibi 2005'te elektrik piyasastylailgili bir kanun ¢ikmigti ve
sirketlerin elektrik tiretimi ve dagitimina izin verilmisti. Bu nedenle biiyiik barajl
hidroelektrik santrallerinin yaninda bir de nehir tipi hidroelektrik santrallere, yani
barajsiz santrallere de izin verilmisti. 2005'ten sonra Devlet Su Isleri, Tiirkiye'deki
biitiin nehirler, dereler tizerine yiizlerce HES projesi icin altyapiy1 hazirlamigti.
Elektrik piyasasi yasasimin cikmast ile tekstil firmalarindan ingaat firmalarina
kadar envai gesit sirket, kendi ana faaliyet alanlar1 olmadig1 halde bu alana hiicum

ettiler. Bu hiicumun en ¢ok yasandig yer de Karadeniz Bolgesi oldu.

1 Bu bolim 17 Agustos 2021 tarihinde yayinlanmugstir.
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O zamanlar Trabzon, Rize, Artvin' de 1000-1500 civar1 nehir tipi HES projesi
vard. Stirekli proje izinleri ¢ikiyordu. Cogu projede de Cevre Etki Degerlendirme
(CED) onay1 istenmiyordu. Sirketler istedikleri yere bagvurup istedikleri projeyi
aliyorlardi. Bazi yerlerde ¢ok ciddi tahribatlar yaratarak ikizdere'de, Rize'nin
diger ilcelerinde, Cayeli'nde, Trabzon'da projelere basladilar. Baglar baslamaz da

insanlar karg: karsiya kaldiklari tahribattan tirktiiler.

Aslinda insanlar zaten ekonomik, sosyal anlamda ¢okiintii yastyordu. Ozellikle
tarimsal faaliyetlerle ugrasan koyliilerin zaten kit kanaat bir yagsamlari var. Cay
eski degerini tagimiyor, findiktan da eskisi kadar gecimlerini saglayacak bir
gelir elde edemiyor artik insanlar. Ustelik cay, findik ve sonra kivi yiiziinden de
bahge tarimi bitmis durumda. insanlar ¢ok az bir alanda bahge tarimi yapiyorlar.
Zaten insanlarin zorlu bir yasamlar1 varken bakmigsimiz bir sabah, bir sirket
kapiniza dayanmis. Sizin yasaminizda vazgecilmez bir yeri olan derenin yatagim
degistirmeye, derenin oniine set cekmeye, arazilerinizin icinden tiineller
yapmaya, yollar yapmaya baglamiglar. Suyu kesmeye, derenin akigini kesmeye
yonelik her sey yasamla bagh damarimzi kesmeye yonelik bir saldirt olarak da
algilandi. Karadeniz'de ve Tiirkiye'nin her yerinde ciddi bir yasam diirtiisii ile bir

tepki yaratt1 bu durum. “Su hayattir"in arkasinda biraz da bu diirtii vardi.

HES yapilan biitiin derelerde aym zamanda istinat duvarlan yapildi. Istinat
duvarlan yiiziinden insanlarin ve aslinda biitiin canlhlarin dereye ulagimina bir set
cekilmig oldu. Tkincisi de DSI'nin yaptig1 analizlerin aslinda alandaki gergeklige
uygun olmadigi, HES izni verilen yerlerde ashnda HES kurulamayacagi da
anlagildi. Bu sefer dereler kendi yataklarindan cebri borularla taginip, daha yiiksek
bir yerden regiilatre baglanmasi durumu sz konusu oldu. Ve derelerin kurdugu

bir durumla kars: karsiya kaldik.

Tiirkiye'de ve ashinda Tiirkiye gibi biitiin iilkelerde cevreye verdiginiz zararin hicbir
zaman bir hesab1 olmuyor. Cok basit bir sekilde soylersek, kisiler kendi tarlasina
yol acarken ortaya cikan hafriyat topragin gelisigiizel dere yataklarma atabilirler.
Agac keserken plansizdirlar. Agacin bol oldugu bir yerde oldugumuz i¢in insanlar
ormanlarin hicbir zaman bitmeyecegini de diistiniiyorlar. Dolayisiyla doganin ne

kadar onemli bir biitiinliik oldugunu kavranmayabiliyor.

Tiirkiye'de ¢evre koruma ile ilgili merkezi idarenin son derece kotii bir sicili var.
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Sozgelimi bizde bir yol ¢alismasi, bir insaat ¢alismasi hi¢bir zaman sadece o proje
ile ilgili bir sey degildir. Bir siirii ilavesi ¢ikar ve bu durum HES’lerde de béyle oldu.
Dogu Karadeniz 6rneginde cebri boru yapmak i¢in yol yapmak zorunda kalindu.
Karadeniz'i biliyorsunuz, dik yamaclara o yolu yapmak i¢in Zoro'nun kilict gibi
kesip bigmek zorundasiniz ormani. Bu ayni1 zamanda oradaki heyelanlarin artisy,
orman alanlarinin parcalanmasi, bir biitiin olarak yamacin ya da bir tepenin
yiizeyinin tiraglanmasi anlamina geliyor. Cogu durumda tam da béyle oldu. O
cebri borularn yaparken biitiin yamagclar tiraglandi. Her yamaca yol yapildig: i¢in
her tarafta heyelan oldu. Bu bélgede daha 6nce karsilasmadigimiz bir tabloydu.
Cok hizli bir sekilde buna kars1 bir tepki gelisti. Karadeniz'de oldugu gibi neredeyse
Tiirkiye'nin her tarafinda, her ilcede bir ¢evre dernegi kuruldu. HESlere karsi
platformlar kuruldu ve bizim Karadeniz'de de iste 2007- 2008’ dogru Derelerin

Kardesligi Platformu kuruldu.

Hazirlamus oldugunuz almanaga® bakugimmizda mesela Dogu Karadeniz'de
¢evre mitcadelesinin bir agirhik tasidigi goriiniiyor. Almanagin sadece icindekiler
kismina bakarken bile Dogu Karadeniz'i direkt ilgilendiren, onunla hatirladigmz
bir siirit miicadele goriiniiyor: Cerattepe, HES Karsiti hareketler, Yesil Yol projesine
kars1 miicadele ve Karadeniz sahil yolu. Peki sahiden Dogu Karadeniz o kadar m1
birdenbire talan edilen bir alana doniistii? Dogu Karadeniz cevre tizerinden mi

ranta agildr?

C. A.: 2005'ten sonra Karadeniz'de yasanan bu furya birka¢ seyle baglantil.
Bunlardan biri enerji piyasalarinda yasanan degisim digeri de aslinda hiikiimet
politikalari. Hiikiimetin temel kadrolarinin Karadenizli olmasi ve 20 yilik AKP
hiikiimeti iktidarlarinin ingaat, enerji ve turizm sektorii tizerinden bir sermaye

birikimi yaratmak istemeleriyle baglantili bir durum bu.

Ingaat, enerji ve turizm sektérlerinde gelistirilen yasal diizenlemeler ve devletin
kendi eliyle sirketlere yarattigi alanlar da faaliyet gosterenlere baktigimizda
bir sermaye birikimi politikas1 gorityoruz. Bugiin artik “Begli Cete” diye

adlandirdigimiz Karadenizli sirketler ve bu sirketlerin siyasi iktidarla olan bagim

2 Cemil Aksu ve Ramazan Korkut (2017) “Ekoloji Almanagi 2005-2016”, Yeni insan Yayinevi:
istanbul.
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goriiyoruz. Ustelik Karadeniz sadece AKP iktidarinin degil, daha éncesinde de
Mesut Yilmaz zamanindan itibaren sagc: iktidarlarin bir tiir arka bahcesiydi. Bu
nedenle Karadeniz'de iktidar yanhs: sirketlerin her tiirlii faaliyetlerinde mevcut
hukuki kurallara uymamak gibi bir serbesiyet elde ettiklerini soylemek lazim. Bu
sirketle bizzat hiikiimet destegini arkalarina alarak tamamen iliskilerini patronaj

tizerinden, il ilce bagkanlar ve bakanlar ile hallederek ilerlemekteydiler.

AKP iktidar, onceki iktidarlar gibi Avrupa Birligime iiyelik ve dolayisiyla
demokratiklesme vaatleriyle is basmma gelmisti. Ama bu demokratiklesme
vaatlerine eslik eden kalkinma modelleri tam bir doga yikimi ve bu doga
yikimina bagh olarak, oralarda yasayan insanlarin temel toplumsal taleplerinin
bastilmasin1  6ngoren bir baski rejimine dayaniyordu. Dolayisiyla siyasi
programlariyla ekonomik programlari arasinda cok temel bir geligki vardir. Bu
celigki aslinda ileri demokrasinin doga, cevre s6z konusu oldugu zaman hic de

demokratik olmadigini gosterdi.

Karadeniz'de de 2005'ten 2011-12'ye kadar ki temel giindem hidrolik santrallerdi.
Santrallere kars: verilen miicadelede ¢cok onemli bagarilar elde edildi. En azindan
o ilk baglardaki 1.500-2000 tane HES yapilamadi. Hukuki miicadelelerle, fiili milli
miicadele ile engellendi. HES'lerin bir kismi da zaten gercekligi olmadig i¢in
yapilamadi. Yapilanlarin hemen hemen ¢ok biiyiik cogunlugu da hukuka, orada
yasayan insanlarin itirazlarina ragmen ve siyasi baski ya da jandarma baskisiyla
yapildi. Bu ikinci bir hiicum sayilir.

HES'lerle beraber gerceklesen ikinci hiicum 6ncesi herkesin aslinda hatirlayacag
biiyitk proje Karadeniz sahil yolu projesiydi. Her hiikiimet ig bagindan
gelir gelmez kendisine destek c¢ikan belli sermaye gruplarinin sermayelerin
degerlendirebilecekleri projeler iiretir. Karadeniz sahil yolu projesi, HES projeleri,
Yesil Yol gibi. Ya da Giresun- Ordu dolgu Havalimani, Trabzon Havaliman Rize-
Artvin dolgu havalimani, fkizderelilerin kargi ¢iktig1 tas ocaginin yapilmasina
neden olan lyidere Lojistik Merkezi ve Limam, KOSGEB ya da iste Dogu
Karadeniz Kalkimma Ajansi tarafindan finanse edilen turizm yatirimlari, Arap
turizminin tesvik edilmesi gibi daha bircok sey aslinda bu bélgedeki ekonomik
olarak yoksullukla, igsizlikle cebellesen insanlara is vaadi, kalkinma vaadiyle

sunulan ama gercekte o bolgede iktidara yakin duran sermaye cevrelerine yeni
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is olanaklar1 sunan projelerdi bunlar. Bu projeler aslinda Harvey'in yaratici yikim
dedigi projelerdir. Evet yaratici ¢linkii sermaye kar yaratiyor. Yikici ¢tinkii halka ve
dogaya yikim getiriyor.

AslindaKaradeniz'de kentsel doniisiim de yagsandi. Trabzon havalimanina indiginiz
zaman, Trabzon'un dontisiimii, yitksek kath binalar, sahil dolgu alanlarinin
tizerine yapilan ingaatlar, sitelesmeler, hatta yaylalarin yapilagmasinda goriiniiyor.
Uzungol'de yasanan ciddi boyutlardaki kentsel doniisiim simdi Ayder'de yasaniyor.
Keza Rize Merkez'de de bir kentsel doniisiim yasaniyor.

Cerattepe miicadelesinde Karadeniz'deki diger doga yikim ve miicadele izlerini
goriiyoruz. Cerattepe cok spesifik bir konu aslinda. Siyaniirlii madencilige kars
verilen 23 yillik bir miicadele. Ama Artvin'de, Coruh Nehri {izerine yapilan 11 tane
biiyiik devasa baraj projesi var. Bunlarin ¢ogu yapildi: Murath, Borcka, Artvin,
Deriner, Yusufeli barajlar yapildi. Erzurum’a, Giimiishane ‘ye dogru bagka projeler
de yapildi. Bu projelerde aslinda kalkinma meselesinden dolay1 ¢ok tepki gormedi.
Ama oradan Artvinlilerin agz1 yandi. Artvinliler bu baraj yapimlarinda bekledikleri
kalkinmanin, is vaadinin gerceklesmedigini gordiiler. Barajlarin hicbir sekilde
kendilerine ekonomik ya da sosyal gelisim acisindan bir avantaj saglamadiklarini
gordiikleri icin HES projelerine kargi ¢ikarken daha deneyimliydiler. Buna ragmen
iktidar partisinin toplumsal desteginin agirlikli oldugu Murgul, Bor¢ka, Yusufeli
gibi yerlerde HES projeleri yapilabildi. Hopa, Arhavi, Savsat, Ardanug, Artvin
Merkezdeki HES projelerinin ise ¢ogu yapilamadi. Savsat'ta Meydancik’ta bir-iki
HES projesi ile Ardanug¢ merkezde gézden kacan bir HES projesi yapildi.

AKP iktidarinin kendisinden 6nceki sagci iktidarlardan ya da liberal iktidarlardan
cok bariz bir farki var. Herkese dogadan, halktan, dereden, ormandan calmay:
Ogreten bir sistem kurdular. Tam bir girisimci zihniyet yarattilar. Mesela Rize'de
hemen herkesin dilinde “su ormanlik alana bir tane bungalov ev yapsak ne giizel
para kazaninz” ya da “su tepeye bir tane teleferik sistemi kursak ne giizel para
kazaniriz”, “su agaclari kessek ne giizel para kazaniniz” diyen bir zihniyet yaratti. Bu
girisimci zihniyet sadece AKP'yle iligkili degil aslinda, bir biitiin olarak diinyadaki
neoliberal dontisiimle de ilgili. Giinkii neoliberalizmin gizli 6znesi girisimcidir.
Yabanc bir girket geliyor. Sizin derenizi elinizden almaya caligtyor ve siz buna
kars1 miicadele ediyorsunuz. Sonra o sirketi kovup, sirketin HES yapmak istedigi

yere bir turizm tesisi yapiyorsunuz.
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Bir siirit alanda farkh aktorlerin “yasam alani savunusu” genel c¢atisi altinda
miicadele viiriittiiklerini gordiik. Bu benim zihnimde iki soruya neden oldu:
birincisi ¢evreye yonelik saldirilardan kac cesit toplumsal hareket ¢ikti? Ortaya
¢ikan toplumsal hareketlerin hepsini cevre eksenli toplumsal hareketler catisi
alunda mu verlestirebiliriz? Yoksa ayr1 ayri yerel sorunlar etrafinda orgiitlenmis
yerel toplumsal hareketlerden mi s6z edilmeli? ikinei konu ise HES hareketlerinde
devamlilik nereden geldi? Emek veren aktorlerden mi yoksa toplumsal hareketleri

eylem ve iletisim repertuarmdan mi?

C. A.: Tki soruyu da kesen sey, aktorler. Dogu Karadeniz'de, kadin miicadelesi
ve 2005'ten sonra cevre miicadelesi ya da miicadele edenlerin tercihi ile yasam
alan1 savunusu, 6zneleri agisindan birbirini kesen konular. Ozneyi vurguluyorum.
Mesela Camlihemsin'de g96'da baglayan baraj projesine karsi miicadele eden
insanlarin, miicadelenin iginde yer alan avukatlar ayn1 zamanda Izmir'de,
Bergama Ovacik altin madenine ya da Efemcukuru altin madenine kars
miicadele edenlerin avukati Senih Oney’in §grencileriydi. Yakup, Ibrahim ve
diger arkadaslar oradan bir deneyim tagidi. Miicadele deneyimli ¢evre avukathg:
deneyimini Bergama'dan, Ege'den Karadeniz'e tasiyan bir baglant: var. Ikincisi
de Derelerin Kardesligi Platformu kurulmadan once, platformun kurulmasina
onciilitk eden kisilerin icinde yer aldig1 cay ve CAYKURa ilgili bir platform vardi.
Ayni zamanda da daha derin bir aks olarak 8o 6ncesinden bugiinlere kadar gelen,
oradaki sol sosyalist miicadeleden insanlarmm varligi 6nemli. Bunlar bir devamlilik
sagliyor ve bu insanlar ayn1 zamanda Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'na karsi, findiktaki ve
caydaki yikima kars1 miicadele eden insanlardi. Sonra bu insanlar HES'lere kars:
da miicadele eden insanlar oldular. Ve bu hareketin hepsinde bir kadin faktorii
var. Bu ayn1 zamanda hem lokal dinamiklerden hem de kiiresel dinamiklerden

beslenen bir gey.

Neden mesela Karadeniz sahil yoluna karsti miicadele bu kadar
toplumsallagmazken, HES'lere kars1 miicadele bu kadar toplumsallasti sorusunun
cevaplarindan biri hem Tiirkiye’de hem de kiiresel olarak yasadigimiz doniigtimle
ilgili. O doniisiimiin temeli sosyal medya araglariin yasamimizdaki edindigi yer.
Bu aslinda sadece bir sosyal medya meselesi degil, iletisim araglarinin siyasal
katilim ve siyasal aktivasyon agisindan yarattiklar degisim. 2000’ler sonrasindaki

toplumsal miicadelelerin hemen hepsinin en 6nemli avantaji sosyal medya.
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Ciinkii bir Facebook grubu tizerinde konuyla ilgili, Tiirkiye'nin hatta diinyanin
her tarafindan insanlara ulagabiliyorsunuz. Kiigiik bir koydeki doniisiimii, mesela
Karadeniz'de, Findiklrda yasanan bir sorunu Findiklih olup da Tiirkiye'nin degisik
kentlerinde, diasporada yasayan insanlara da hizli bir sekilde ulastirabiliyorsunuz.
Bir ortaklik kurarak miicadele etme ya da bilgi, deneyim, destek alma sansina

kavugmus oluyorsunuz.

Burada bir parantez acmak istiyorum. Yiiksek lisans tezimde Findikli HES
mubhalefeti repertuar araclarma bakmistim. Cevre eksenli bir toplumsal hareket
olarak Findikh HES direnisinin iletisim araclarini, sosyal medyay1 kullanmasina
odaklanmistim. Gezi oncesi donemdi ve sosyal medya araclarmimn toplumsal
hareketler icindeki onemi bir tartisma konusuydu. Elbette Gezi sonrasinda
algimz degisti. Sosyal medyanm repertuar icindeki agirhigr ve islevselligi iyice
goriiniir oldu. Bu ¢ok onemli bir repertuar gelisimi.

C. A.:: Aslinda eylem iletigsimdir. Siz iletisim kuramiyorsaniz, dénemin iletigim
araclarmi kullanamiyorsaniz, zaten taleplerinizi ¢ogaltamadiginiz, bagkalarina
iletemediginiz i¢in sizin eyleminiz de i¢sel bir patlamaya neden olur. Mesajinizi
ikinci, ticiincii kisilere ulagtiracak bir araciniz varsa, siz eylem yapiyorsunuzdur.
Eskiden gazeteler, dergiler tizerinden bir orgiitlenme kapasitesi yaratiliyordu.
Simdi sosyal medya, Twitter vs. {izerinden yaratiliyor. Sosyal medya orgiitleme

kapasitelerini ciddi bir oranda artirdi. Sesinizi duyan milyonlar var.

HES'ler, Cerattepe, Yesil Yo, Fatsa'da ve diger yerlerdeki altin madenleri, tas ocaklar
odakli miicadelelerin Tiirkiye agisindan yarattig1 esas doniisiim demokrasi direnci
oldu. Bu hareketleri teknik olarak ele aldigin zaman bir siirii handikap gortiniir
olur. Bu miicadelelerin aslinda hakikaten bir yagam alani1 miicadelesi oldugunu
ve ancak dolayl olarak bir ¢evre, ekoloji miicadelesi olarak adlandirlabilecegini
diigtiniiyorum. Tiirkiye'de son 20 yilda gordiigiiniiz, cevre hareketi kategorisine

yerlestirdigimiz biitiin hareketler aslinda emekgi koylii hareketleridir.

Aydin'daki JES’e karsi miicadele eden aslinda son tarim alanini elinde tutmaya ve
o tarim alaninda tarim yapmayi calisan koyli. Ya da Kaz Daglar’'nda miicadele

eden insanlarin bir kismi son tarim alanlarini, son meralarin kaybetmemek i¢in
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miicadele eden emekgi koyliiler. Karadeniz'de de aslinda boyle bir karakter var.
Ciinkii hakikaten yasam alanlarini savunan, orada yasayan insanlar, hali hazirda
stirdiirdiikleri tarimsal ekonomik faaliyetlerini siirdiirerek orada yagsamak isteyen
insanlardir. Bu insanlarin aslinda bir kismi gercekten de ¢evresel duyarhilikla ya
da daha kiiresel olarak ekolojik kriz, iklim kriziyle baglantisim diisiinerek bu
projelerin yaratti1 ve/veya yaratacagi yikima karsi ¢ikiyorlar. Bu agidan tipki Gezi
gibi, hareketin kendisininde katmanl oldugunun altim ¢izmek lazim.

Tirkiye'deki cevre miicadelesinin bir katmanim da insanlarin “ben buranin
bir yurttasiyim ve haklarim var ve bu hakkimi almak i¢in miicadele etmem,
orgiitlenmem gerekir” olusturur. Aslinda demokrasi dedigimiz sey de temel olarak
halkin halk olarak da haklarinin bilincinde olmasi ve bu haklari elinde tutabilmesi

icin miicadele etmesidir.

Hak sahibi 6zne olarak baktuigmzda Dogu Karadeniz'deki yiikselen ¢evre eksenli
toplumsal hareketlerin mikro siyasetle mi yoksa makro sivaset ile mi iliskisi var?

C. A.: Hem evet hem hayir diyebiliriz. Bu bir biling yaratti. Yani bir sorunla kars
karsiya kaldiginiz zaman nasil davranmaniz gerektigi konusunda bir érgiitlenme
bilinci yaratti. En basitinden bir dilekce verme bilinci olustu. Bu dilekce verme ilk
bakigta cok basit goriinebilir ama bu eylem 6ziinde bir koyliiniin devletin kapisina
dayanmasidir. Ciinkii mahkemeye de gitseniz, muhtarin kapisina da gitseniz,
jandarmanim kapisina da gitseniz dilekge vermeniz gerekir. Bir koyli icin kimi
zaman muhtar kimi zaman jandarma hatta 6gretmen devlettir. Ve devletin kapisina
gidip bir yurttas olarak benim hakkim var demenin bir bi¢imidir dilek¢e vermek.
Oncesinde devleti devlete mi sikdyet edecegiz derdik. Herkes kendi kenarina
cekilip kaderine razi olurdu. Burada yaganan bir doniisiimdiir. Elbette bu doniisiim
hemen bir siyasal tercih doniisiimiine evrilmiyor. Burada biraz zamana ihtiyac
var. Ornegin insanlar kendi vadilerinde AKP'nin, hiikiimetin izin verdigi bir proje
geldiginde buna kars1 miicadele ediliyor. Ama bir yerel secim ya da genel secim
de yine ayni partiye oy vermeye devam edilebiliyor. Tersinden bu projelere kars
¢ikan, bunun icin canla bagla miicadele eden ve secimlerde aday olan insanlara da
gereken destegi vermediler. Yani insanlarin hak arama bilincine kavugmasiyla bunu

bir siyasal bir mesele doniistiirmeleri arasinda bir zaman farki var.
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Bu durum Tiirkiye'de cevre hareketinin sinirlarina da isaret ediyor. Burada
birinci neden projeleri yiiriiten sirketler ve sirketlerin faaliyetlerini yapmasi i¢in
gerekli hukuki ve politik diizenleme yapan iktidar arasindaki bagi kurmamaktir.
Tirkiye'deki cevre hareketlerinin bastan beri “biz siyasetler iistiiyiiz” iddiasi
one cikmaktadir. Bir manada “biz doganin siyasetini yapiyoruz, herkes igin
miicadele ediyoruz, aman bu ise siyaset bulastirmayalim, siyaseti bulastirirsak
birlik olamay1z, boliiniiriiz, miicadele bagariya ulasmaz” gibi séylemlerin getirdigi
bir siirliktir bu. Aslinda ¢ok hakl da gerekgeler. Ciinkii acil bir durumla kargi
karsiya oldugunuz zaman o lokalde yasayan insanlar arasindaki 6nceden kalan
baz1 ayrimlar1 agsmak ve birlik olusturarak miicadele etmek istenmektedir. Cevre
miicadelesindeki aciliyet herkesi etkileyen makro konulan elden geldigince bir
paranteze alma yaklagimi yaratti. Bu durum aslinda gerici bir uzlagsma da yaratiyor.
Hareketin ufku o yerdeki en acil olan, o projeye karsi ¢ikmak oluyor. Ikincisi de
eger o proje bir HES projesi ya da bir maden projesi ise sadece o madene ya da
HES’e kars1 ¢ctkma halini alabiliyor. Bu durumda da yerel halk “Yani iste burada
yapmasin da bagka yerde yapilsin m1?” sorusuna “O bizi ilgilendirmez” diyebiliyor.
Mesela Arhavi'de HES'ler ilk giindeme geldigi zaman dénemin bakani ile uzlasma

yapilmigti; Kamilet vadisinde yapilmasin ama bagka yerlerde yapilabilir...

Doénemin tartigmalarindan biri de Avrupa Birligi mevzuatindan hareketle havza
planlamasaydi. Havza planlamasinin bir boyutunu bir havzada nereye HES
yapilacaginin, nereye HES yapilmayacaginin 6nceden belirlenmesi olusturuyordu.
Bu tartigma, planlama turizm faaliyetlerinin olmadig1 yerlere HES yapilmasim
ongoren bir uzlagmay1 iceriyordu. Bu mesela Arhavi'de oldu. Mencuna'ya HES
yapilmasin, bagka bir yere yapilsin dediler. Ancak sonra orada durmadi, Kamilet'e
de hatta Kamilet'i bogverin Arhavi'nin ortasina bile MNG “¢ilgin” HES yapt1. Bugiin
ikiz Kopriiye dogru giderken tas ocaklari cehenneminden gecip, Mencuna'ya,
Kamilete ¢ikiyorsun. Boyle bir yikim yasandi. Dolayisiyla hareketin demokrasi

potansiyelinin siirlar var. Ve bu da aslinda hareketin kendi i¢sel krizini yaratiyor.

Cevre miicadelesi hem kiiresel hem de yerel olarak 2011'den beri, bu 70’lerden
devralian belli sdylemlerden, belli pratiklerden de beslenen bir patinaj yastyor.

Bu patinajin temellerinden biri de bu igsel kriz. Diinyada da yesil hareketin ilk
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ciktigr donemlerdeki “herkes igin siyaset” gibi séylemleri hemen hemen aym
sekilde muhafaza ediyoruz. iklim krizinin igci simifi, yoksullar ya da kéyliiler icin
degil, zenginler icin de etkili oldugu; ¢evre miicadelesinin biitiin canlilar1 kurtarma
miicadelesi oldugu soyleniyor. Dolayisiyla bunun politika tistii ya da geleneksel
siyaset ayrimlarini kesen, ondan farkl bir siyaset oldugu soyleniyor. Bu yiizden de

yataylik, dogrudan demokrasi, katilimcilik gibi ilkeleri halen tartigiyoruz.

Ayni zamanda ¢ok temel bir iki giindem ekoloji hareketinin giindeminde degil:
Barig ve niikleer enerji kargithgi. Bunlar mesela 20 yilda diinyada ve Tiirkiye'de
ekoloji hareketinin giindemi olmaktan c¢ikti. Ciinkii HESler, madencilik
faaliyetleri ya da iste iklim krizi bu iki giindemin 6niine gecerek giindemi domine
etti. Soruya donersek, evet bu hareketler bir doniisiim yaratt1. Sadece Karadeniz'de
degil, Tiirkiye genelinde de. Ozellikle tasrada demokrasi, drgiitlenme ve toplumsal
miicadeleye deneyiminin oldukga geri oldugu tasrada, bu hareketlerin dogmasi
ciddi bir demokratiklesme bilinci yaratti. Genel olarak sosyal medya araclar bu
bilincin genellesmesi, yayginlagmasi ve Tiirkiye toplumu tarafindan paylagilmasi
icin birzemin yaratt1. Toplumdaki diger esitlik, demokrasi ve adalet miicadeleleriyle
de bir kesigsim saglandi. Kadinlarn bu donemde yiikselen miicadelesi son
derece esin veren, cesaret veren bir kesigim oldu. Genel olarak Kiirt halkinin
verdigi miicadelenin yarattig1 demokratiklesme ile devleti de demokratiklesme
konusunda adim atmaya mecbur birakti. Bir bagka dinamikte Avrupa Birligi ile
uyum siirecinin getirdigi doniistimler ve kismen kentlerdeki emekli hareketinin
geligsiminin yarattig1 kesisim oldu. Tiirkiye'nin yiizyilhk ufkunda gelecege kapi
acan Gezi, Haziran Ayaklanmasi olarak adlandirdigimiz bir durumu yaratti. Bu

doniisiimde yerel ¢evre hareketlerinin bityiik bir katkisi oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.

Ana aksa donersek Dogu Karadeniz'deki cevre miicadelelerini basarih buluyor
musunuz? Sizin basar1 tanmmimz ne? Mesela istinat duvarlarindan bahsettik.
Uzerinde HES yapilamanns bir derenin sanki bir kanal gibi, duvarlar arasina
alinmis olmast bir basariya mi tekabiil edivor mu? Bu basari meselesi ile beraber
Dogu Karadeniz'deki cevre sorunlarina genel bir catidan bakuginda, Dogu

Karadeniz'deki ¢cevre sorunlarini siralamani istesem ilk iice hangi sorunlar girer?
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C. A.: Karadeniz'deki ¢evre hareketini toptanci bir bakigla basarili ya da basarisiz
diye addetmek dogru bir yaklasim olmaz bence. Ciinkii bagarili oldugumuz igler
var. Cok pratik olarak yiizlerce HES projesini engelledigimizi sdyleyebiliriz. Bu
bash bagina biiyiik bir bagaridir. 12 Eyliil askeri darbesinin hem siyasi hem hukuki
hem de fiziki tahribatini aradan gecen kirk yila ragmen ve tamir edememis,
tizerinden atamamus bir yer Karadeniz. Yavas yavas kismen demokratiklesme
hamlelerinin oldugu 9ol yillardan sonra insanlarin kendi yasamlarim direkt
etki eden makro siyaset ile, devlet destekli bir projeye karsi miicadele ederek
yiizlerce HES projesini engellemis olmasi bir bagaridir. Kuskusuz her hareketin
kendi diyalektigi var. Artilan da eksileri de ortaya koyarak diisiinmeliyiz. Ornegin
eylemlerde gordiigiimiiz kadin kitlesine ragmen Karadeniz'de halen ciddi bir
kadin orgiitlenmesi yoktur. Yani orgiitlii bir kadin hareketi yoktur. Bu bir eksidir.
Yasam alan1 savunma refleksi ise gelismistir. Demokrasi bilinci gelismistir. Ama
bunun siyasi iktidarla, siyasi programla bagini kurmakta halen eksik kalmigizdir.
Bu da eksidir. Bir eylem kapasitemiz var evet ama bu eylem kapasitesini artirma

konusunda da eksiklerimiz var.

Cevre hareketinin kavramasi konusunda eksiklikler var. Evet bir ya da on agac fark
etmeksizin bir duyarlilik olustu. Parktaki bir agac kesilecegi zaman “bunu niye
kesiyorsunuz?” diyen insanlar var. Ama su ya da bu agaci savunmanin ekolojik
kriz, iklim krizi, gida krizleri ya da su krizi gibi daha makro 6l¢ekli konularla bagin
kurup bunun makro siyasete baglama konusunda eksigiz. Mesela biz “ekoloji
miicadelesi politiktir ve politik olarak verilmelidir” dedigimiz zaman ¢ogu insan
diyor ki “Bununla ne demek istiyorsunuz?” Bunu ¢ok somut bir 6rnekle vereyim.
Bugiin ikizderede tagsocagi meselesi bagladigi zaman, eylemler de bagladi
Kullanilan dévizlerden birinde: “Orman vatandir” yaziyordu. Peki soruyorum,

“vatani sen neyle savunuyorsun?”

Basin aciklamastyla vatani savunamazsin. Cengiz Holding Ikizdere'ye girdi,
tas ocagi yapiyor. Sen “Cengiz Defol” diyorsun ama Cengiz yok ki orada!
Cengiz'in 6niine barikat1 kuran kim? Bizzat iktidar, bizzat AKP. Sen orada “AKP
Defol” diyemedigin miiddet¢e o ormani kaybetmek zorundasm. Bagka sansin
yok! Dolayisiyla “Alamos Gold Defol”, “Cengiz Defol” veya “Limak Defol” demek
yetmiyor. Bu bir birikim, bir sermaye rejimidir. Dolayisiyla bunu farkina varip,

sermaye birikiminin biitiin magdurlarimin ortakhigini kuracak bir politika, buna
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uygun orgiitlenmeler, stratejiler, programlar, ittifaklar gelistirmek zorundasin.
Gelistiremedigin zaman yenilmekle karsi karsiyasin. Tiim bu baglantilar
kurulmadig1 zaman yerel cevre hareketleri kendi sinirlarina dayanir ve orada 6liir.
Ornegin Hopa, Findikh HES yaptirmadi ama Arhavi yaptirtti. Bu somut érnegi

anlamak zorundayiz.

Mesela Findikli bu agidan c¢ogu yerde oOrnektir. HES'leri yaptirmad: istinaf

duvarlarin da yaptirmadi. Ben Hopaliyim, benim kdyiimde maalesef yapildi.

Maalesel Findiklrda oyle. Vadilerdeki derelerin biitiinii olmasa bile cogu artik

duvarlarin arasinda.

C. A.: Ben oradayken yaptirmamist1 ve biz bundan da 6viiniiyorduk. Hatta tersten
sunu soyleyecektim: benim kdyiim, Hopa'nin Bagsoba Koy, herkesin, devletin Kizil
Moskova diye baktiklar bir koydiir ve solcu muhtarin zamanin istinat duvarlar

yapildi. Cogu yerde kdye giderken dereyi goriinmiiyorsunuz bile.

Ekoloji miicadelesi elbette en temelde, sade haliyle ti¢ bes agaci savunma
miicadelesidir ama bununla yetinebilecek bir miicadele degildir. Ciinkii mono
kiiltiir tarima kars1 ¢ikmazsaniz, ekoloji miicadelesi veriyoruz diyemezsin ve
Karadeniz'in en biiyiik sorunu mono kiiltiir tarimdir. Karadeniz'in en biiyiik

sorunu HES degildir, maden de degildir. Cop sorunudur, kentlesmedir.

Kentlesme bir ekoloji sorunudur. Ciinkii hem bir ekolojik yikim hem bazi ekolojik
faaliyetlerin yapilamamasi demektir. Tarimin olmamasi insanlarin topraktan,
dogadan koparak yasamasi demektir. Dolayisiyla siz buna dair bir bakig agisi
geligstirmedigin zaman, iig, bes agaci savunuyor olmamz kiymetlidir, ama

yetersizdir.

Bugiin Anadolunun neredeyse ticte ikisi kuraklik yasiyor. Kurakhigin etkisini
manavdan 10 kurusa alacagimiz sogani 10 TL'ye alarak ddiiyoruz. Ya da Antalya'ya
yapilan bir dogalgaz yatinminin faturasimi astronomik zamlarla tiiketerek
odityoruz. Bu konularin makro ya da yiiksek siyaset denilen konularla baglantisini

koparamayiz. Karadeniz’de yasayan bir insanin domatesini Alanya'dan
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bekliyor olmasini, kendi bahgesinde artik bahce tarimi yapamiyor olmasim
sorgulamadigimiz zaman, oradaki bir HES projesine karsi ¢ikmamiz yetmez. Biz
“yetmez ama evet” diyebilecegimiz bir siyasetin icerisinde degiliz artik. Dolayisiyla
basar ve basgarisizliklar 6lgege gore degistirmek gerekiyor. Gergekleri paranteze
alarak yasamanin bir anlami yok, gercegi sdylemek lazim ve ben sunu soylityorum;
Barig1 savunmayan, niikleere kars1 ¢ikmayan, iklim krizini hi¢bir sekilde giindem
yapmayan, ezciimle kapitalist {iretim sistemine karsi cikmayan, sadece kendi
vadisindeki bir maden, bir HES projesine kars1 ¢ikiyor diye kimse ekolojist falan

olamaz.

Peki aklinda kalan Dogu Karadeniz ile ilgili aklinda en c¢arpict cevre hareketi

imgesi ya da slogani nedir?

C. A.: Bu zor bir soru, imge olarak ¢ok sey var. “Dereler 6zgiirdiir, 6zgiir akacak”
slogani artik herkesin hafizasina yer etmis bir slogan. Kazim amcanin inegini
satmas1 mesela. Yani Vatandas Mustafa bir baglangi¢c vurusuydu. Boyle cok imge
var. Mesela ¢ok giindem olmadi ama Camlihemsin'de Yakup abinin organize ettigi
bir eylem vardi: “Iste dava aciyoruz duymuyorlar, basin aciklamasi yapiyoruz
duymuyorlar, slogan atiyoruz duymuyorlar. Biz de bugiin bagiralm basimizdan
yukar1” dedi. Gittik bir tane vadinin ortasinda kusglar, hayvanlar gibi bagirdik.
Sudan Sebepler? kitabinin kapagi o eylemdendir.

Bir karikatiirii vardi. Dedeyle torun bir kéy evinin éniinde oturuyorlar. Agagidan
biri geliyor, is insani gibi. Dede “bu gelen Agaoglu mu” diyor? Torun da “yok” diyor.
“Tiih” diyor “keske Agaoglu olsayd: da bizim buras: da degerlenseydi.” Basimizdan
yukar1 bagirdigimiz eylemde, bizi protesto eden, bes, on kisilik bagka bir ekip de
vardi. Camlithemsin'in sit alani kararinin kaldirilmasini talep ediyorlardi. “Sizin
yiiziintizden kimse turizm tesisi yapamiyor, ev yapamiyor” diye gelip bizi protesto

ettiler.

3 Cemil Aksu, Sinan Erensii, Erdem Evren (2016) “Sudan Sebepler Tirkiye’de Neoliberal
Su-Eneriji Politikalari ve Direnisler” iletisim Yayinlari: istanbul.
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Bu kadin hareketi faktérii iizerine ben de cok diisiiniiyorum. iste o yiiksek lisans
tezini yazarken mesela kendimden ¢ok emindim. Simdi daha ¢ok gri alandayim
galiba. Orgiitlenmelerde biraz daha vitrindeler, eylemlerde éne ¢ikmalart giizel,
cok iyi fotografl Karesi veriyor vs. Ama giiniin sonunda karar alma anlarinda
yoklar. Ve bu o kadar biiyiik bir yokluk ki bu miithis bir tezat varatiyor.

C. A.: Ben bastan beri bunu soylityorum. Bir erkek akl var, hareketi yoneten:
Cocuklar ve kadinlar 6ne ¢ikarsa bir eylem daha megru hale gelir, dolayisiyla polis
saldirmaz, diyen bir akil. Orada da bir devlet akli var ¢iinkii. Polisin bir kadin
dovmesi hele bir de kdylii bir kadim1 dovmesi biiyiik bir tepki ile karsilaniyor.
iktidarla pazarlik yapan bir erkek akli bu, erkeklik iktidarla her durumda pazarhik
kapisi agan bir seydir.

Erkegin sehirde, ticarette biirokraside siirekli devletle bir hukuku var. Kadinin
yok, en azindan koydeki kadinin yok. Dolayisiyla kadin direkt lafini soylityor ama
erkek sdyleyemiyor. Ciinkii erkek yarin, 6biir giin gene bir “izin” alacak. Kadinin
boyle dertleri yok, dolayisiyla o irrasyonel kaliyor. Irrasyonel oldugu icin de lafini

soyliiyor, “devlet kimdir” diyebiliyor.

Karadeniz'de hakikaten bir devrimci simif varsa bu kadinlardir. Bagka yerlerde,
belki bagka devrimci siniflar ¢ikabilir ama Karadeniz'de bu kadinlardir. Dolayisiyla

cevre miicadelelerinde kadinlar ayrimciliga maruz kaliyor.

Dogu Karadeniz'deki ¢evre miicadelesine tarihsel ve biitiinciil bir perspektiften
Cemil Aksu ile birlikte baktk. Sevgili Cemil, ¢ok tesekkiirler.



On the Conditions of Eastern Black Sea Environmental

Movements with Cemil Aksu

In the first episode of Koyu Yegil [ Dark Green], our guest is dear Cemil Aksu. In our
interview with activist and researcher Cemil Aksu, we looked at the environmental

movements in the Eastern Black Sea region from a holistic perspective.

Can you tell us how your personal history intersected with the Fastern Black Sea

environmental movement?

Cemil Aksu: Before 2005, I had a long prison period for political reasons. At that
time, I started to be interested in the climate crisis and ecological politics in my
readings on world politics and public opposition movements. I first started to
establish an intellectual connection. I was released from prison at the end of 2004
and at that time there was a dam project in Camlihemsin and a struggle against

this dam project. I actually became involved in a struggle that had started.

As those interested may recall, a law on the electricity market was passed in 2005
and companies were allowed to generate and distribute electricity. Therefore, in
addition to hydroelectric power plants with large dams, river-type hydroelectric
power plants, i.e. plants without dams, were also allowed. After 2005, the State
Hydraulic Works had prepared the infrastructure for hundreds of HEPP projects
on all rivers and streams in Turkey. With the enactment of the electricity market
law, all kinds of companies, from textile companies to construction firms, have
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rushed into this field, even though it is not their main field of activity. The Black
Sea Region has been the most affected by this rush.

At that time, there were around 1000-1500 river type HEPP projects in Trabzon,
Rize and Artvin. Project permits were constantly being issued. Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) approval was not required for most projects. Companies
could apply wherever they wanted and get the project they wanted. They started
projects in Ikizdere, other districts of Rize, Gayeli, Trabzon, creating very serious
destruction in some places. As soon as they started, people were frightened by the

destruction they faced.

In fact, people were already economically and socially depressed. Especially the
villagers who are engaged in agricultural activities already have a hand-to-mouth
life. Tea doesn't hold its former value, and people can no longer earn as much
income from hazelnuts as they used to. Moreover, because of tea, hazelnuts and
then kiwi, horticulture is over. People are gardening on a very small area. They
already have a difficult life, and then one morning, a company comes knocking on
your door. They started to change the bed of the stream, which has an indispensable
place in your life, to build embankments in front of the stream, to build tunnels
and roads through your lands. Everything aimed at cutting off the water, cutting
off the flow of the stream, was perceived as an attack to cut off the vein connected
to life. In the Black Sea region and all over Turkey, this situation created a reaction

with a serious urge for life. “Water is life” was partly driven by this impulse.

Retaining walls were also built in all the streams where HEPPs were constructed.
Because of the retaining walls, people and in fact all living things were prevented
from accessing the stream. Secondly, it became clear that the analyses conducted
by the State Hydraulic Works were not in line with the reality on the ground,
and that HEPPs could not actually be built in places where HEPP permits were
granted. This time, the streams were moved from their beds with penstock pipes
and connected to the regulator from a higher place. And we were faced with a

situation where the streams were dried up.

In Turkey, and indeed in all countries like Turkey, the damage you cause to
the environment is never accounted for. To put it very simply, people may

indiscriminately throw the excavated soil into the stream beds while clearing a
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road to their fields. They are unplanned when cutting trees. Because we are in
a place where trees are abundant, people also think that forests will never end.

Therefore, they may not realize how important the integrity of nature is.

In Turkey, the central administration has a very poor record on environmental
protection. For example, a road or a construction project is never just about that
project. There are a lot of add-ons, and this has also been so in the case of HEPPs.
In the case of the Eastern Black Sea, they had to build a road to build a penstock.
You know the Black Sea; you have to cut down the forest like Zoro’s sword to build
that road on steep slopes. This also means an increase in landslides there, the
fragmentation of forest areas, the shaving of the hillside as a whole or the surface
of a hill. In many cases this is exactly what happened. When they were building
those penstocks, all the slopes were shaved. Since roads were built on every slope,
there were landslides everywhere. It was a picture we had never seen before in this
region. Very quickly, a reaction against this developed. As in the Black Sea region,
an environmental association was established almost everywhere in Turkey, in
every district. Platforms against HEPPs were established and in our Black Sea

region, the Fellowship of the Streams Platform was established in 2007-2008.

When we look at the almanac® you have prepared, for example, it seems that
the environmental struggle in the Fastern Black Sea region carries a lot of
emphasis. Fven just looking at the table of contents of the almanac, there are a
lot of struggles that are directly related to and remembered by the Fastern Black
Sea region: Cerattepe, anti-HEPP movements, the struggle against the Green
Road project and the Black Sea coastal road. But really, has the Eastern Black Sea
suddenly turned into a plundered area? Has the Fastern Black Sea been opened to
rent-seeking over the environment?

C. A.: This craze in the Black Sea after 2005 is linked to a couple of things. One of
them is the change in energy markets and the other is actually government policies.
This is linked to the fact that the government’s main cadres are from the Black Sea

region and that 20 years of AKP [Justice and Development Party] governments

1 Cemil Aksu and Ramazan Korkut (2017) “Ekoloji Almanagi 2005-2016” [Almanac of
Ecology 2005-2016], Yeni Insan Publishing House: Istanbul.
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have wanted to create capital accumulation through the construction, energy
and tourism sectors. When we look at the legal regulations developed in the
construction, energy and tourism sectors and those operating in the areas created
by the state for companies, we see a policy of capital accumulation. Today, we see
the Black Sea companies, which we now call the “gang of five”, and their ties to
the political power. Moreover, the Black Sea region was not only the backyard of
the AKP government, but also of right-wing governments since the time of Mesut
Yilmaz. Therefore, it must be said that the pro-government companies in the
Black Sea region had the freedom to disregard the existing legal rules in all their
activities. These companies had the support of the government and they were
able to move forward entirely through patronage, dealing with provincial district
presidents and ministers.

The AKP government, like its predecessors, came to power with promises
of membership to the European Union and thus democratization. But the
development models that accompanied these democratization promises were
based on a regime of oppression that envisaged the complete destruction of
nature and the suppression of the basic social demands of the people living
there. Therefore, there is a fundamental contradiction between their political and
economic programs. This contradiction actually showed that advanced democracy

is not democratic at all when it comes to nature and the environment.

In the Black Sea region, the main agenda from 2005 to 2011-12 was hydraulic power
plants. Very important achievements were made in the struggle against the power
plants. At least 1,500-2,000 HEPPs planned in the early days could not be built.
They were prevented by legal struggles and de facto national struggle. Some of the
HEPPs could not be built because they did not have any reality. Almost the vast
majority of those that were built were built despite the law, despite the objections
of the people living there, and with political pressure or gendarmerie pressure.
This is considered a second attack.

Before the second attack with the HEPPs, the big project that everyone would
remember was the Black Sea coastal road project. Every government, as soon as
it comes to power, comes up with projects that can utilize the capital of certain
capital groups that support it. Such as the Black Sea coastal road project, the HEPP
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projects, the Green Road. Or the Giresun-Ordu infill airport, Trabzon Airport, Rize-
Artvin infill airport, fyidere Logistics Center and Port, which led to the construction
of the quarry opposed by the people of ikizdere, tourism investments financed by
KOSGEB or the Eastern Black Sea Development Agency, the promotion of Arab
tourism and many other things were actually projects that were presented with the
promise of employment and development to people struggling economically with
poverty and unemployment in this region, but in reality they were projects that
offered new job opportunities to the capitalist circles close to the government in
that region. These projects are actually what Harvey calls creative destruction. Yes,
creative because capital creates profit. Destructive because it brings destruction to

the people and nature.

In fact, urban transformation has also taken place in the Black Sea. When you
land at Trabzon airport, the transformation of Trabzon can be seen in the high-rise
buildings, the constructions built on the land reclamation, the housing estates,
and even the construction on the plateaus. The serious urban transformation in
Uzungol is now taking place in Ayder. Likewise, an urban transformation is taking

place in the central district of Rize.

In the Cerattepe struggle, we see traces of different struggles and destruction
of nature in the Black Sea region. Cerattepe is actually a very specific issue. It is
a 23-year struggle against cyanide mining. But in Artvin, there are 11 huge dam
projects on the Coruh River. Most of these have been built: Murath, Borcka,
Artvin, Deriner, Yusufeli dams were built. Other projects were also carried out
towards Erzurum and Giimiishane. These projects did not receive much reaction
because of the development issues. But the people of Artvin got their fingers
burned there. The people of Artvin saw that the promises of development and job
they expected from the construction of these dams did not materialize. They were
more experienced in opposing the HEPP projects because they realized that the
dams did not provide them with any economic or social development advantages.
Despite this, HEPP projects could be constructed in Murgul, Borcka and Yusufeli,
where the ruling party has the majority of societal support. Most of the HEPP
projects in Hopa, Arhavi, Savsat, Ardanug and Artvin Center could not be built.
In Savsat and Meydancik, one or two HEPP projects and one overlooked HEPP

project in the center of Ardanug were built.
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The AKP government has a very obvious difference from the right-wing or liberal
governments that preceded it. They have established a system that teaches
everyone to steal from nature, the people, the stream, the forest. They have created
a complete entrepreneurial mentality. For example, in Rize, they created an
entrepreneurial mentality in which almost everyone says “how much money can
we make if we build a bungalow house in that forest area” or “how much money
can we make if we build a cable car system on that hill” or “how much money
can we make if we cut down those trees”. This entrepreneurial mentality is not
only related to the AKP, but also to the neoliberal transformation in the world as a
whole. Because the hidden subject of neoliberalism is the entrepreneur. A foreign
company comes. It tries to take away your stream and you fight against it. Then
you fire that company and build a tourism facility where the company wants to
build a HEPP.

We have seen different actors in many fields waging struggles under the general
umbrella of “defense of living space”. This raised two questions in my mind: first,
how many types of social movements have emerged from the attacks on the
environment? Can we place all of these social movements under the umbrella
of environmental social movements? Or should we talk about local social
movements organized around separate local problems? The second issue is where
did the continuity in the HEPP movements come from? Did it come from laboring
actors or from the action and communication repertoire of social movements?

C. A.: What cuts across both questions are the actors. In the Eastern Black Sea
region, the women'’s struggle, the environmental struggle, or the defense of living
space as the preference of those who struggle after 2005, are issues that intersect
each other in terms of their agents. I emphasize the agent. For example, the
lawyers involved in the struggle against the dam project in Camlithemsgin, which
started in 96, were also students of Senih Oney, the lawyer of those who fought
against the Bergama Ovacik gold mine or the Efemcukuru gold mine in {zmir.
Yakup, Tbrahim and other friends conveyed an experience from there. There is
a connection that carries the experience of struggle as an environmental lawyer

from Bergama, from the Aegean region to the Black Sea. Secondly, before the
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Fellowship of the Streams Platform was established, there was a platform on tea
and CAYKUR, which included the people who pioneered the establishment of the
platform. At the same time, as a deeper axis, the presence of people from the left-
wing socialist struggle from the pre-1980s until today is important. This provides
a continuity and these people were also the ones who fought against the Black
Sea Coastal Road, against the destruction in hazelnut and tea. Then these people
became people who also fought against the HEPPs. And there is a ‘woman factor’
in all of these movements. This is something that feeds on both local dynamics
and global dynamics.

One of the answers to the question of why, for example, the struggle against
the Black Sea coastal road has not been so popularized, while the struggle
against HEPPs has been so popularized is related to the transformation we are
experiencing both in Turkey and globally. The basis of that transformation is the
place that social media tools have taken in our lives. In fact, this is not just a social
media issue, but the change that communication tools create in terms of political
participation and political activism. The most important advantage of almost all
social struggles after the 2000s is social media. Because through a Facebook group,
you can reach people from all over Turkey and even the world. The transformation
in a small village, for example, a problem in Findikli in the Black Sea region, can be
quickly spread to people who are from Findikli but live in different cities in Turkey
or in the diaspora. By establishing a partnership, you have the chance to struggle
or to provide information, experience and support.

I would like to open a parenthesis here. In my master’s thesis, 1 examined
the repertoire tools of the Findikli HEPP opposition. 1 focused on the use of
communication tools and social media by the Findikli HEPP resistance as an
environmental social movement. It was the pre-Gezi period and the importance
of social media tools in social movements was a topic of discussion. Of course, our
perception changed after Gezi. The impact and functionality of social media in the
repertoire became more visible. This is a very important repertoire advancement.

C.A.: Actually, action is communication. If you cannot communicate, if you cannot

use the means of communication of the time, your action will cause an internal
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explosion because you cannot multiply your demands and convey them to others.
If you have a means to deliver your message to second and third parties, you are
taking action. In the past, an organizing capacity was created through newspapers
and magazines. Now it is created through social media, Twitter, etc. Social media
has significantly increased organization capacities. There are millions who hear
your voice.

The main transformation that the struggles over HEPPs, Cerattepe, Green Road,
gold mines and quarries in Fatsa and elsewhere have created for Turkey has been a
resistance for democracy. When you address these movements technically, a lot of
handicaps become visible. I think that these struggles are really a struggle for living
space and can only indirectly be called a struggle for environment and ecology. All
the movements you have seen in Turkey in the last 20 years, which we categorize
as environmental movements, are actually laboring peasant movements.

The people fighting against the GPP in Aydin are actually peasants who are trying
to keep their last agricultural land and to carry out agriculture in that agricultural
land. Or some of the people struggling in the Mount Ida region are laboring
villagers who are fighting not to lose their last agricultural land, their last pastures.
There is actually such a character in the Black Sea region. Because the people who
really defend their living spaces are the people who live there and want to live
there by continuing the agricultural economic activities they already carry out.
Some of these people actually oppose the destruction caused and/or to be caused
by these projects out of environmental sensitivity or in connection with the global
ecological crisis and climate crisis. In this respect, just like Gezi, it is important to
underline that the movement itself is layered.

One layer of the environmental struggle in Turkey is formed by those who say “I
am a citizen of this place and I have rights and I need to fight and organize to get
these rights”. In fact, what we call democracy is basically the people’s awareness of
their rights as a people and their struggle to retain these rights.

From the perspective of the right-holding agent, do the rising environmental
social movements in the Eastern Black Sea region have a relationship with micro

politics or macro politics?
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C. A.: We can say yes and no. This created a consciousness. In other words, it
created an consciousness of organizing about how you should act when you are
faced with a problem. At its simplest, it created the consciousness of petitioning.
This petitioning may seem very simple at first glance, but this action is in essence
a villager standing at the door of the state. Because whether you go to the court,
the headman’s door or the gendarmerie’s door, you have to file a petition. For a
villager, sometimes the headman, sometimes the gendarme or even the teacher
is the state. And petitioning is a way of going to the door of the state and saying
that I have rights as a citizen. Before, we used to ask whether we should complain
to the state, everyone would stand aside and resign themselves to their fate.
What is happening here is a transformation. Of course, this transformation
does not immediately evolve into a transformation of political preference. Some
time is needed here. For example, when a project authorized by the AKP or the
government in their valleys comes up, people fight against it. But in a local or
general election, they may continue to vote for the same party. Conversely, they
did not give the necessary support to people who opposed these projects, fought
hard for it and ran as candidates in the elections. In other words, there is a time
gap between people becoming conscious of claiming their rights and turning this

into a political issue.

This situation also points to the limits of the environmental movement in Turkey.
The first reason here is the failure to establish the link between the companies
that carry out the projects and the government that makes the necessary legal
and political arrangements for the companies to carry out their activities. From
the beginning, the environmental movements in Turkey have been claiming that
“we are above politics”. In a sense, this is a limitation brought about by discourses
such as “we are doing the politics of nature, we are fighting for everyone, let’s not
bring politics into this, if we bring politics into this, we will not be united, we will
be divided, the struggle will not succeed”. In fact, they are very justified. Because
when you are faced with an emergency situation, it is desirable to overcome some
of the previous distinctions between the people living in that locality and to fight
with unity. The urgency of the environmental struggle has created an approach
of bracketing macro issues that affect everyone as much as possible. This actually

creates a reactionary compromise. The horizon of the movement becomes to
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oppose the project that is most urgent in that place. Secondly, if the project is an
HEPP project or a mining project, it can turn into opposition only to that mine
or HEPP. In this case, the local people may say “It is none of our business” to the
question “So, should it not be built here, but should it be built elsewhere?”. For
example, when HEPPs were first on the agenda in Arhavi, a compromise was made
with the minister of the time; it should not be built in the Kamilet valley, but it

could be built elsewhere...

One of the debates at the time was basin planning based on European Union
legislation. One aspect of basin planning was to determine in advance where
HEPPs would be built in a basin and where they would not be built. This discussion
and planning included a compromise to build HEPPs where there were no tourism
activities. This happened in Arhavi, for example. They said that the HEPP should
not be built in Menguna, but elsewhere. But then it didn't stop there, MNG built
a “crazy” HEPP in Kamilet too, even in the middle of Arhavi, leave aside Kamilet.
Today, on your way to the Tkiz Képrii, you pass through the hell of quarries and
reach Mencuna and Kamilet. There has been such destruction. Therefore, the
democracy potential of the movement has limits. And this actually creates its own

internal crisis of the movement.

Since 2011, the environmental struggle, both globally and locally, has been going
through a skid, fed by certain discourses and practices inherited from the 70s. One
of the foundations of this skid is this internal crisis. We preserve the discourses
such as “politics for all”, which were the discourses of the early days of the green
movement in the world, in almost the same way. It is said that the climate crisis
affects not only the working class, the poor or the peasants, but also the rich; that
the environmental struggle is a struggle to save all living things. Therefore, it is
said that this is a different politics that cuts across the distinctions of traditional
politics or supra-political. This is why we are still discussing principles such as

horizontality, direct democracy and participation.

At the same time, two very basic agendas are not on the agenda of the ecology
movement: Peace and opposition to nuclear energy. For example, these have no
longer been on the agenda of the ecology movement in Turkey and the world in the

last 20 years. Because hydroelectric power plants, mining activities or the climate
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crisis have overtaken these two agendas and dominated the agenda. To return to
the question, yes, these movements have created a transformation. Not only in
the Black Sea region, but also across Turkey. The emergence of these movements,
especially in the provinces where the experience of democracy, organization
and social struggle is quite backward, has created a serious democratization
consciousness. In general, social media tools have created a ground for this
consciousness to generalize, spread and be shared by the society in Turkey. An
intersection with other struggles for equality, democracy and justice in society
was also achieved. The rising struggle of women in this period has been a very
inspiring and encouraging intersection. In general, the democratization created
by the struggle of the Kurdish people has also forced the state to take steps
towards democratization. Another dynamic was the intersection between the
transformations brought about by the harmonization process with the European
Union and the development of the pensioner movement in the cities. Gezi, which
opened the door to the future in Turkey’s century-long horizon, created a situation
we call the June Uprising. I think local environmental movements played a major

role in this transformation.

Going back to the main axis, do you find the environmental struggles in the Eastern
Black Sea region successful? What is your definition of success? For example, we
talked about retaining walls. Does the fact that a stream on which a hydroelectric
power plant could not be built and which has been enclosed between walls, as
if it were a canal, correspond to a success? When you look at the environmental
problems in the Fastern Black Sea region from a general perspective along with
this issue of success, if I asked you to rank the environmental problems in the
Fastern Black Sea region, which problems would be in the top three?

C. A.: T don'’t think it would be a correct approach to consider the environmental
movement in the Black Sea region as successful or unsuccessful with a holistic
view. Because there are things we have succeeded in. Very practically, we can say
that we have prevented hundreds of HEPP projects. This is a great success in itself.
Despite the forty years that have passed since the September 12 military coup, the
Black Seais a place that hasnot been able to repair and overcome the political, legal
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and physical destruction of the coup. It is a success that after the gos, when there
were gradual partial democratization moves, people prevented hundreds of HEPP
constructions by fighting against a state-sponsored project with macro politics
that directly affects their lives. Of course, every movement has its own dialectic.
We need to think about both the pros and cons. For example, despite the mass of
women we see in the protests, there is still no serious women'’s organization in the
Black Sea region. In other words, there is no organized women’s movement. This is
a disadvantage. On the other hand, the reflex to defend living space has developed.
Awareness of democracy has developed. But we are still lacking in linking this
with political power and political program. This is also a disadvantage. We have
a capacity for action, yes, but we also lack in increasing this capacity for action.

There is a lack of comprehension of the environmental movement. Yes, there is a
sensitivity regardless of whether it is one tree or ten trees. When a tree in the park
is to be cut down, there are people who say “why are you cutting this down?”. But
we are lacking in linking the defense of this or that tree with more macro-scale
issues such as ecological crisis, climate crisis, food crises or water crisis and linking
it to macro politics. For example, when we say “the struggle for ecology is political
and should be fought politically”, most people say, “What do you mean by that?”
Let me give you a very concrete example. Today, when the quarry issue started
in Tkizdere, protests also started. One of the banners used read: “The forest is the
homeland”. So, I ask “what do you defend the homeland with?”

You cannot defend the homeland with a press release. Cengiz Holding has entered
ikizdere and is building a quarry. You say “Cengiz Get Out” but Cengiz is not there!
Who is the one building the barricade in front of Cengiz? It is the government, it
is the AKP. Unless you can say “AKP Get Out” there, you have to lose that forest.
You have no other choice! Therefore, it is not enough to say “Alamos Gold Get Out’,
“Cengiz Get Out” or “Limak Get Out”. This is a regime of accumulation, a regime of
capital. Therefore, you have to realize this and develop a policy that will establish
the partnership of all victims of capital accumulation, and develop appropriate
organizations, strategies, programs and alliances. When you fail to develop them,
you face being defeated. When all these connections are not established, local
environmental movements reach their limits and die there. For example, Hopa
and Findikh did not get the HEPP built, but Arhavi did. We have to understand

this concrete example.
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For example, Findikli is an example in many places in this respect. They did not
have the HEPPs built and they did not have the retaining walls built. I am from

Hopa, unfortunately it was built in my village.

Unfortunately, so is Findikli. Most, if not all, of the streams in the valleys are now
between the walls.

C. A.: When I was there, they didn't let it be built and we were proud of that too.
In fact, I was going to say this in reverse: my village, Bagsoba Village in Hopa, is a
village that everyone, the state, looks at as Red Moscow, and the retaining walls
were built in the time of the leftist headman. In most places you can’t even see the

stream on the way to the village.

Of course, the struggle for ecology is basically, in its simplest form, a struggle to
defend just a few trees, but it is not a struggle that can be limited to this. Because if
you do not oppose mono-culture agriculture, you cannot say that you are fighting
for ecology, and the biggest problem of the Black Sea is mono-culture agriculture.
The biggest problem of the Black Sea is not the HEPP, nor is it the mine. It is the

problem of garbage, it is urbanization.

Urbanization is an ecological problem. Because it means both ecological
destruction and the inability to carry out some ecological activities. The absence
of agriculture means that people live detached from the soil and nature. Therefore,
when you do not develop a perspective on this, defending just a few trees is

valuable, but not enough.

Today, almost two thirds of Anatolia is experiencing drought. We pay for the
effects of the drought by buying onions for 10 TL when we would buy them for 10
cents from the greengrocer. Or we pay for a natural gas investment in Antalya with
astronomical price hikes. We cannot disconnect these issues from macro or high
politics. When we do not question the fact that a person living in the Black Sea
region expects his tomatoes from Alanya, or that he can no longer garden in his
own garden, it is not enough to oppose a hydroelectric power plant project there.
We are no longer in a politics where we can say “not enough but yes”. Therefore, it

is necessary to change achievements and failures according to the scale. There is
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no point in living by bracketing the facts, it is necessary to tell the truth, and I say
this; no one can be an ecologist who does not defend peace, who does not oppose
nuclear power, who does not put the climate crisis on the agenda in any way, who
does not oppose the capitalist production system, just because they oppose a

mine or an HEPP project in their valley.

Well, what is the most striking environmental movement image or slogan about
the Fastern Black Sea region that you remember?

C. A.: This is a difficult question, there are many images. “The streams are free;
they will flow freely” is a slogan that is now etched in everyone’s memory. Uncle
Kazim selling his cow for example. I mean, Citizen Mustafa was a starting kick.
There are many such images. For example, it wasn't on the agenda much, but there
was a protest organized by brother Yakup in Camlihemsin: “They don’t hear when
we file a lawsuit, they don’t hear when we make a press statement, they don’t hear
when we shout slogans. Let’s shout from the top of our heads today.” We went and
shouted like birds and animals in the middle of a valley. The cover of the book
Sudan Sebepler® is from that protest.

There was a cartoon. Grandfather and grandson are sitting in front of a village
house. Someone comes from below, like a businessman. The grandfather says, “Is
that Agaoglu?” And the grandson says “no”. “Alas,” he says, “I wish it was Agaoglu
so that our place could be valued.” There was another group of five or ten people
protesting against us at the protest we were shouting from the top of our heads.
They were demanding that the decision on Camlihemsin’s protected area be
canceled. Saying “Because of you, no one can build tourism facilities or houses,’

they protested us.

I also think a lot about this women’s movement factor. For example, when | was
writing that master’s thesis, I was very confident. Now I think I am more in the

2 Cemil Aksu, Sinan Erensi, Erdem Evren (2016) “Sudan Sebepler: Turkiye’de Neoliberal
Su-Enerji Politikalari ve Direnisler” [The_Considerations on Water: Neoliberal Water-
Energy Policies and Resistance in Turkey] lletisim Yayinlari: Istanbul.
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gray area. They have a little more visibility in organizations, it’s good that they
come to the forefront in protests, it gives a very good photo frame, etc. But at the
end of the day, they are absent in decision-making moments. And this is such a

big absence that it creates a great contrast.

C. A.: T've been saying this from the beginning. There is a male mind running the
movement: A mind that says that if children and women come to the forefront,
a protest becomes more legitimate, therefore the police will not attack. Because
there is a state mind there too. When the police beat a woman, especially a peasant
woman, it is met with a great reaction. This is a male mind that bargains with the
power, masculinity is something that opens the door to bargaining with the power
in every situation.

In the city, in commerce, in bureaucracy, the man always has a law with the state.
Women do not, at least not women in the village. Therefore, the woman can speak
directly, but the man cannot. Because the man will get another “permission”
tomorrow or the day after tomorrow. Women don’t have such problems, so she
remains irrational. And because she is irrational, she can say her word, she can say
“who is the state”.

If there really is a revolutionary class in the Black Sea, it is the women. There may
be other revolutionary classes elsewhere, but in the Black Sea region it is women.
Therefore, women are discriminated against in environmental struggles.

We looked at the environmental struggle in the Fastern Black Sea region from a
historical and holistic perspective together with Cemil Aksu. Dear Cemil, thank
you very much.
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Nazli Demet Uyanik ile
Arhavi’nin Atmaca Kadinlari ve HES'ler

Bu bolimde Nazli Demet Uyanik ile Dogu Karadeniz'deki HES miicadelelerini

Arhavi deneyimine odaklanarak konustuk.'

Hosgeldiniz sevgili Nazhi Demet Uyamk. Bizim Nazh ile yolumuz Sirtinda
Sepeti Bafradan Hopa'va Karadeniz’de Kadinlik Halleri Kitabimin yazim
asamasimda kesismisti. Emek Yildirim ile derledigimiz Kitapta, Nazlinm bugiin
konusacagimiz hatti izleyen HES miicadelesini Arhavi yerelinden ele aldigi leziz

bir yazisi vardi.? Boliimii dinledikten sonra yaziy1 okumanizi da tavsive ederim.

Nazli Demet Uyanik: Hos buldum. Tegekkiir ediyorum bu firsat igin.

Sohbetimizin ana aksit HES'ler olacak. Bize biraz HES'lerin senin nazarinda

Karsihgmi aktarabilir misin?

N. D. U.: HES ilk basta kulaga, ii¢ harfli, masum bir seymis gibi geliyor. Zaten bu
imaj1 destekleyecek bicimde HESlere yenilenebilir, yesil enerji de deniyor. Fakat
ozellikle Dogu Karadeniz'i ele aldigimiz zaman hem uygulamalar hem yayginlk
acisindan isin pek de boyle olmadigini goriiyoruz. Ne yazik ki Dogu Karadeniz'in

neredeyse biitiin derelerine, su kaynaklarina; hatta incecik, ip gibi akan sularina

1 Bollim 28 Eyliil 2021’de yayinlanmistir.

2 Nazli Demet Uyanik (2018) “Arhavi’nin Atmaca Kadinlar” iginde Sirtinda Sepeti Bafra’dan
Hopa’ya Karadeniz’de Kadinlik Halleri. (der.) Ozlem Sendeniz ve Emek Yildirim. Phoenix:
Ankara.
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HESler bir anlamda musallat oldu. S6ziim ona HES'lerin ¢ok basit bir teknigi var;
suya belli bir ivme kazandirarak enerji tiretiliyor. Evet burada enerji iiretilirken
bir atik olusmuyor ama bu yapilar tepeden inme bicimde de kurulmuyor. Ne
yazik ki kurulduklan bélgeye cok biiyiik zararlari oluyor. Ozelikle Dogu Karadeniz
bolgesinde derelerimizin, su kaynaklarimizin bu projelere kurban gittigine sahit
oluyoruz. Bildigim kadariyla Tiirkiye'de 2500 kadar HES projesi var ve bu sayinin
cok biiyiik bir kism1 Dogu Karadeniz'de yogunlasiyor. Arhavi'de bu bélgelerden
biri. Bugiine kadar Arhavide 14 HES projesi planlamiyordu. Ug tanesi Durguna
Vadisi'nde, bir tanesi Kamilet Vadisi'nde ve biri benim de kdyiim olan Kordelit
koyiinde olmak iizere su anda bes tane HES yapildu.

Bizim miicadele giindemimiz MNG'nin Kavak HES projesi ile bagladi. Kavak
HES projesi kamuoyuna Cilgin HES olarak yansidi. Ciinkii hem ilce merkezine
cok yakin bir noktada hem de koylerin tam ortasinda kalan, Cihani bolgesinde
yapildi. Insanlar Cihani'de yiizmeyi égrenirler, piknik yaparlar, sosyallesirlerdi.
Fotograflarini gosterme sansimiz olsa ne kadar giizel, doga harikasi bir
yerden s0z ettigimizi daha kolay anlatabilirdim. Projenin iki regiilatorii var ve
regiilatorlerinden biri de tam bu bolge tizerine kuruldu. Bu proje 2012’de giindeme
gelince, koyiim Kordelit'de dahil olmak tizere, farkli kdylerden insanlar bir araya
geldiler ve bu projeye kars1 siki bir miicadele baglattilar. 2012 yilinin yaz aylarinda
5-6 farkli koyden gelen yiizlerce insan, Cihanide toplandi. Bir direnis cadir
kurdular. 3 ay boyunca nobet tuttular. Ne yazik ki 2012'nin sonbaharina dogru
buradaki miicadele bir sekilde dagildi ve 2013 yilinin sonuna kadar da bolgeye
derin bir sessizlik hakim oldu. Kendisi de Arhavili olan MNG proje icin gerekli

prosediir adimlarini da o sessiz zaman dilimi i¢inde att1.

Ben Istanbul'da dogdum biiyiidiim ama Arhavi ile iliskim hicbir zaman kopmadi.
Her yaz sik sik geliyorduk. O zamanlar sahilde evimiz vardi. Sahil yolu yapildiktan
sonra, orayla, o evle de iletisimimiz kalmadi. Buna sahil yolu fiyaskosu diyelim.
Yazlar1 memlekete geldigimizde babaannem ve dedemin Kordelit'teki evinde
kalmaya baglamigtik. HES projesi giindeme geldiginde biiyiiksehirden miicadeleyi
cok yakin takibe almistik. Miicadele dagilinca dedik ki, bari biz bir el atalim bu
ise. “Deresiz bir Kordelit, deresiz bir Arhavi olmaz” mottosuyla bu miicadeleye
atildik. Her sey cok az katiliml bir basin agiklamasiyla basladi. O zamandan beri

de Arhavi'nin kabusu olan ¢esit cesit projelere karsi bir araya geliyoruz. Elimizden
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geldigince hem hukuksal anlamda hem sahada hem de toplumsal alanda

calismalar yapmaya, miicadele yiiriitmeye devam ediyoruz.

Buradaki bizi de belki biraz konusabiliriz. Atmaca Kadinlarmm kurulusu 6nemli
bir adim. Dagilan bir nobetten soz ettin ama bir yandan da siiren bir ndbet ve

dereleri savunmaya ¢alisan bir grup ortaya ¢ikti.

N. D. U.: Birinci HES direnisi daglktan sonra, kap1 kap1 koyleri dolagtik. Birinci
HES direnisinde kopmalar vesaire oldu ama “bu bizim deremiz ve bunu korumak
zorundayiz” dedik. Aksi takdirde kdyiimiiz yasanmaz hale gelecekti. Tabii olumsuz
sonuglanan bir ge¢mis deneyim yasandiktan sonra insanlarda biiyiik bir giiven
kayb1 olmustu. Kimi “o beni yar yolda biraktr”, kimi ise “o arazisini satt1” diyor
birbirlerini sugluyorlardi. Bu noktadan sonra tekrar toparlanmak c¢ok zor oldu.
Ama biz vazgecmedik ve bir bicimde toparlanmay1 basardik. Kordelit kdyiinden
insanlarla tekrar bir araya geldik ve dedik ki “biz eski direnigi de hatirlayarak,
burada tekrar bir direnis cadir1 kuralim ve nébet tutalim.” Bunun i¢in attigimiz
ilk adimlardan biri sahil yolundan sonra soéniimlenen Arhavi Doga Koruma
Platformu’nu canlandirmakti.

HES miicadelesi ekseninde platformu tekrar kurduk. Sonra Kordelit'ten bir
miicadele arkadagimizin yine Cihani'ye ¢ok yakin bir noktadaki arazisinin tizerine,
farkli kdylerden gelen insanlarla beraber bir direnis evi kurduk. Ve orada nobet
tutmaya bagladik. Yeri geldi derede is makinas1 gordiik, onu oradan ¢ikarmaya
calistik yeri geldi sadece bekledik. Cok uzun soluklu bir miicadele baglad: orada.

Sirket santiyeye giden bir koprii yapmusti. Biz bu kopriiniin kagak oldugundan
stiphelendik ve bilgi edinme hakk:i dogrultusunda dilekce verdik. Konu ile ilgili
bize aylar sonra “yanliglikla” bir cevap geldi. Yanlslikla geldi, ciinkii cevap aslinda
sirkete gidiyordu. Sirkettekiler yaptigimiz bagvuruya verilen bu yanit postasini
almay1 reddediyormus. Siirecte bu posta dondii dolasti ve bizim miicadeleden
bir arkadasimizin eline ulasti. Biz de toplandik ve posta ile ilgili ne yapacagimizi,
postay1 acip agmayacagimizi saatlerce tartistik. Zira posta bize gelmemis, sirkete
gelmigti. Sonunda zarfi agmaya karar verdik. Zarfi actigimizda gordiik ki, o koprii

kagakti ve yikilmasi gerekiyordu. Orci deresinin iizerine insa ettikleri kagak kopri,
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kuruldugu yerde dereyi daraltiyordu. Devlet Su sleride, DSI, zaten bu yiizden
kopriiniin kacak oldugunu ilan etmisti. Biz de “o zaman hukuku biz uygulatacagz,
kacaksa bu kopriiyii kullandirtmayacagiz” dedik ve o giin, o kopriiyii kullanima
kapattik. Kopriiniin kacak olduguna iliskin karari biiyiik bir poster olarak bastirip
koprii girisine astik.

Bu eylem haberi basma ¢ikmist degil mi?

N. D. U.: Evet ¢ikmigtr. Kopriiniin tizerinde biz nobet tutarken arac trafigine de
engel olmustuk. Neticede o kopriiniin kullamlmamas1 gerekiyordu. $irketin
tageronlar1 bolgeye geldiler ve sirket yetkilileri ile aramizda bir laf dalag: yagandu.
Bir anda tizerimize saldirdilar. Hatta bu olay sonrasinda mahkemelik olduk ve bize

saldiran baz taseron sahipleri de ceza ald1

2014 yazinin sonunda ilk defa projeyi iptal ettirmeyi basardik. Yiiriitmeyi durdurma
karar ¢ikt1. Ikinci senede yeniden Gevre Etki Degerlendirme, GED, raporu aldilar.
Ve siire¢ tekrar bagladi. Sirket ingaata bagladi ama biz bunu da iptal ettirmeyi
basardik. Tabii senin ve dinleyenlerimizin de ¢ok iyi bildigi gibi, bu maalesef ¢ok
sikintili bir siire¢. Ciinkii mahkemeden karar ¢ikana kadar zaten oradaki tahribat
olusmustu. Cihani ¢ok hizli bir sekilde tahrip edildi. iki kere iptal ettirdigimiz
projeye sirket tigiincii kez CED raporu aldi. Ve mahkeme siireci devam ederken,

zaten projenin 6nemli bir kism1 da tamamlanmuisg oldu. 2016'da proje insaati bitti.

Atmaca Kadinlar bu miicadele i¢inde kendiliginden gelisti. Siirecte biz sunu fark
ettik; kadinlar miicadelede hep ¢ok aktif rol iistleniyorlar. Kadinlar hem eylemlerde
hem basin acitklamalarinda hem yiiriiyiis organizasyonlarinda cok aktiftiler. Gérev
dagilimi oldugunda herkes kendince igin ucundan tuttarken fark ettik ki kadinlar
daha fazla sorumluluk aliyor. Dogu Karadeniz'in diger ilcelerinde de benzer bir
durum var. Biz de madem bdyle bir kadin ekibi olduk, Arhavi’nin ve Laz kiiltiiriiniin
onemli bir simgesi olan atmaca figiiriiyle kadinlan birlestirelim dedik. Bunun
kamuoyunda daha ¢ok dikkat ¢cekecegini diisiinmiistiik ve gercekten de dyle oldu.
Arhavi'deki Kavak HES karsiti miicadele Atmaca Kadinlarla adeta 6zdeslesti, cok
ilgi gordii. Bir bakima bizi, miicadelemizi tilkeye tanitan bir ivme oldu.
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Sohbetimiz yeniden imgeler ve imajlara gelecek ama once sunu sovlemek
isterim; benim HES miicadelesi ile ilgili goziimiin oniine gelen oldukca ikonik
fotograflardan biri sizden gelmisti. Derenin ortasinda sert bakislarla kameraya

bakan, ellerinde sopa tutan kadmlar imgesi.

N. D. U.: Evet biz Istanbul'da da Arhavili Atmaca Kadinlar olarak organizasyonlara
katiliyorduk. Abbas Aga Parki'nda Kazim Koyuncu anmasi yapilmisti. Anmada
Arhavi Doga Koruma Platformu olarak bir panele katilmistik. Orada benim elimde
sopayla yan yan baktigim bir fotografim var. Aslinda o anda isin sakasindaydik biz.
O fotografi bir arkadasim internette paylasmis. Sonra Hiirriyet'ten Yiicel Solmaz
bana mesaj att1 ve “fotograflarimizi mi ceksek” dedi. Bu fikir bize de giizel geldi ve
Arhavi'ye bir fotografci geldi. Derelerin miicadelesini verdigimiz i¢in fotograflar
dere icinde ¢cekmeye karar verdik. Ve derenin icinde Atmaca Kadinlar olarak,
elimizde sopalarla sira sira dizildik. Gelen muhabir sonugta oldukea etkileyici
fotograflar cekti. Bu fotograflar bayag: ilgi cekti, Hiirriyet Pazar ekine kapak oldu.
Dogu Karadeniz'deki ekoloji miicadelesi icinde kadin hareketlerini odaga alan
bir yaz1 da yaynlandi. Ozetle Hiirriyet'teki o paylagimdan sonra zaten Atmaca

Kadinlar'in ad1 iyice duyulmus oldu.

Dogu Karadeniz ve HES dedigimizde bir siirii bashk yan vana gelivor. Peki
Arhavi'den birazcik uzaklasirsak, komsu ilgeler ve bolgedeki HES miicadelesini

nasil buluyorsun?

N.D. U.: Arhavi'ye en yakin 6rnek Findikli. Biz siirecin en bagindan beri Findiklrdaki
HES karsit1 miicadeleyi hayranlikla takip ediyorduk. Biz sik sik Findiklr'ya gidip
oradaki miicadeleyi yiiriiten abilerle, Derelerin Kardesligi Platformu iiyeleriyle
onlarin deneyimlerinden de faydalanmak icin irtibata gectik, yan yana geldik.
Onlar bizden ¢ok farkl stratejiler yiiriittiiler ve bagarih oldular. Elbette her ilcenin
sosyal yapisi da farkli. Mesela Findikl'da daha sert bir toplumsal miicadele
yiriitiilebiliyor ama bunu Arhavi'ye entegre edemiyorsunuz. Biz de Arhavi'de
hukuksal alani zorlayip, hukuki miicadeleyi sahadaki tepkiyle birlestirmek gibi
bir miicadele yontemi gelistirmistik. Findikli ise iradesini direkt sahada ortaya
koyuyordu. Benim aklima gelen en carpici ve en yakin 6rnek Findikli 6rnegi

diyebilirim. Gururlaniyoruz Findiklr'yla.
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iki komsu il¢eyi konusuyoruz. Orta Karadenizde dyle olmakla birlikte dzelde
Dogu Karadeniz'e baktigimzda Trabzon'dan baslayarak Rize ve Artvin'de bir
HES furyasinin i¢indeyiz. Bakugimizda iki komsu ilcede bile ¢ok farkli stratejiler
uygulandigini ve farkl sonuclarla karsilagildigimi goriiyoruz. Bir basar olarak
HES yapurmamayi konusuyorsak, evet Fmdikh basarili ama burada bir serh
koymak gerekiyor bence. Ciinkii derelerin korunmasit konusu sadece HLES
vapurmamak degil. Arhavi'de HES vapilan vadiler var ve bununla birlikte
Findiklr'da da, Arhavi'de oldugu gibi dere 1slah calismalari da es zamanh yiiriiyor.
Evet, Findikl'da HES vapilmadi ama o dereler slah edildi! Dereler duvarlar
arasmdalar artik. Gegtigimiz giinlerde “derelerimiz kanal olmasm” bashgiyla bir
bulusma diizenlediniz. Bu bashgi biraz daha konusmaliyiz. Zira dereler i¢in artik
HES'ler tek mesele olmayabilir.

N. D. U.: Kesinlikle 6yle. Bana HES'ler mi, 1slah projeleri mi diye sorsalar, asla
HES'leri savunmak anlaminda degil elbette ama, HES'leri tercih ederim. Islah
projeleri tam bir katliam ve bu anlamda katliamlardan katliam begenmek zorunda
kaliyoruz. Bu soyledigim bazen HES'leri 6vmek gibi anlagilabiliyor ama asla boyle

bir sey degil bu.

HES yapilirken evet, o bolgeye cok biiyiik bir zarar veriliyor ve geride birakilan
can suyu ¢ok yetersiz. Ama bu dere 1slahi, Devlet Su Isleri’nin, DSI, tagkin koruma
tesisi dedigi illet, derenin tamamen yok edilmesi ve bir kanala doniigtiiriilmesidir.
Bu acidan baktigimiz zaman, Findikli 6rnegi HES'lerde ¢ok basarili bir miicadele
yiriittii. Ama maalesef 1slah konusunda yetersiz kaldilar. Biz Arhavide bunu
kesinlikle istemiyoruz. Bahsettiginiz “derelerimiz kanal olmasin” baglikli toplantiy1
galiba iki hafta kadar once yaptik. Proje bizim elimize ulastiginda gordiik ki,
Kamilet Vadisi’nden, Durguna Vadisi'nden baglayarak Arhavi'nin neredeyse biitiin
derelerinin kanal haline getirilmesi planlaniyor. Bunu goriince adeta dehsete
diigtitk. AKP bunu Arhavi'ye bir miijde olarak ortaya koydu. Tagkin ve sellere
karsi 6nlem alimiyor bahanesiyle derelerimizi bagtan sona betonlamak istiyorlar.
Insanlarin arazileri korunacak dediler. HES projesini yakin zamanda iptal ettiren
Pilargetkdyiinde de dere1slahlar diisiiniiliiyor. Onlarla bir araya geldik ve 6ncelikle
sosyal medya iizerinden bu dere 1slahlarini kabul etmedigimizi duyurduk. Kurban
bayraminin son giiniinde bir panel yapma kararn almistik. Amacimiz bilim

insanlariyla kanallarin gercekten sellere karsi koruyup korumadigina dair tartigma
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yiiriitmekti. Ama panelimizden bir giin 6nce, Arhavi'de ¢ok biiyiik bir sel oldu ve

doga zaten bizim yerimize her seyi anlatmis oldu. Biz de paneli sonraya erteledik.

Bir kere sunu kabul etmemiz lazim, sel bir dogal gerceklik. Deprem gibi, volkan
patlamas: gibi bir gey. Bizim anlayisimiz bunlara engel olmak degil, bunlarla
yasamak olmali. Bizse bunun tam tersini yapmaya calistyoruz. Derelerimizi bu
sekilde kanal haline getirdigimiz zaman bizi sellerden koruyacagini umuyoruz.
Bunun boyle olmadigini hem Hopa 6rneginde hem de yakin zamanda Kastamonu
Bozkurt'ta gordiik. Dere yataklarina miidahale etmek, dereyi daraltmak tam

aksine sel riskini daha da artiriyor.

Dinleyicilerimizin (okuyucularimizin) goziinde canlanmasi icin beton blogu tarif
etmek istivorum. Dereboyu gittiginizde, kiy1 korunsun diye, dere ile vadi arasina
25-30 cm kalinliginda beton bir blok cekiliyor. Boylamasina biitiin bir dere yatag:
ile dere kenarmdaki viikselti kotunu kaphiyor bu blok. Ve dere ile dere kenari,
derenin Kiyist arasinda kocaman bir beton blok girmis oluyor ve artk bir dere
degil bir kanalla kars1 karsiya kahyoruz.

N. D. U.: Sadece insanin degil biitiin hayvanlarin, hatta suyun toprakla iligkisini
tamamen kesiyor. Suyun toprakla, yeryiiziiyle cok yaki bir iligkisi var. Beton bloklar
bu iligkiyi sekteye ugratiyor hatta tamamen yok ediyor. Bizim géremedigimiz ¢ok
katmanl sonuglar1 var bunun. Bu 1slahlarla dereler tamamen yok ediliyor. Dogu
Karadeniz'i ele aldigimizda ilce merkezi giizel diyebilecegimiz herhangi bir ilgesi
yok. Bu ¢ok sagma geliyor insana. Ilce merkezleri betona bogulmus, berbat bir
halde. Yani Dogu Karadeniz'in hi¢ mi kendine has bir yerleskesi kalmamaliydi?

[lce merkezleri yetmezmis gibi simdi vadilere de saldiryorlar, betonluyorlar.

Panelinizin iptal nedeni olan seller iizerinde biraz daha konusalim. Gercekten bu
vaz, biiyiik bir doga olayini bir “felaket” olarak yasadik. Ve son yillarda sellerin

gerceklesme sikhign gittikee artiyor. Sence bu siklasmanin sebebi nedir?

N.D. U.: Artik neredeyse her sene bes, alt1 kere sel oluyor. Bu sene sel 6nce Arhavi'yi

sonra Kastamonu'yu vurdu. Bu, doga koruma platformlar ve dernekler arasinda
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da ¢ok konuguluyor. Fakat Kastamonu Bozkurt seli ve Arhavi seli sonrasinda biitiin
meselemiz HESlere indirgendi. Yaklasik 10 yildir HES karsiti miicadele i¢indeyim
ama sellere HESler sebep oluyor diyemem. Keske diyebilseydik, bu bizim de
isimize yarardi. Ama buna yonelmek ortadaki o ciplak, biiyiik ve ¢oziilmesi
imkansiz goriinen gercekligi tamamen golgelemek olur. Buradaki en 6nemli
etkenlerden biri iklim degisikligi. iklim degisikliginin ciddi bir etkisi var. Eskisine
gore daha fazla siddetli lokal yagislar var. HES'lerin dolayh etkileri elbette var ama
bu etkilerin yaninda bahsetmemiz gereken daha 6nemli konular var.

HES'ler insa edilme siirecinde vadilerde cok biiyiik tahribatlar yaratiyor. Mesela
Kamilet'te MNG'nin yaptig1 HES projesinden 6rnek verebilirim. CED raporunda,
ortaya citkan hafriyatin bir toplanma alani vardir ve normalde cikan hafriyati o
toplanma alaninin diginda hicbir yere dokemezsiniz. Fakat Kamilet'teki HES
projesinde gordiik ki, ¢ikan hafriyat dere yataklarina boca edildi. Cok siddetli
yagislar oldugu zaman bu hafriyat dereye karnisiyor ve ilce merkezine taginiyor.
Ama bu selin sebebi sadece HES'lerdir, dere 1slahidir demek ortadaki gercekligi
golgelemek olur. Aslinda isin ¢ok daha basit bir aciklamasi var. Biz sehirlerimizi
dere yataklarmin, tagskin alanlarmin, {izerine kurmaya devam ettigimiz siirece,
bu selleri yasamaya devam edecegiz. Bu kaginilmaz bir sey. Kastamonu 6rnegini
hatirladigimizda Bozkurt'un eski fotograflarimi ve yapilmis islahlan goriiyoruz.
Eski fotograflarinda da gordiigiimiiz iizere dere normalde menderesler yaparak,
kivrilarak akiyorken 1slahlardan sonra kivrimsiz, diimdiiz bir kanal haline
getirilmig. Biitiin gehir yapilasmasi da beton duvarlarin sehri koruyacagim
varsayarak, o duvarlarn etrafinda yiikselmis. Bu durum sadece Kastamonu i¢in
gecerli degil, Dogu Karadeniz'in neredeyse biitiin il ve ilceleri i¢in de gegerli.
Mesela Arhavi'de de ayn1 durum séz konusu. Bogazici Mahallesi derenin delta
yaptig1 ve denizle bulustugu yere, yani dere yataginin geniglemesi gereken noktaya
kurulmus. Bogazici Mahallesi'nde 5.000 kisi yasiyor ve bu mahallede kot da fark
var; mahalle derenin altinda kaliyor. O giin dere siddetli yagis sonras: tasmasi
gereken alana tagt1 fakat orada artik bir mahalle vardi.

Dolayisiyla sellerin neden oldugunu incelerken HESlere, iklim krizine
odaklanirsak kolaya kacariz. Bu gercekligi yansitmaz. “Dereler bolgesi” olmamiza
ragmen biitiin Dogu Karadeniz'de sehirlerimizi derelerin tagkin yataklarina
kurmuguz. Bu degistirilmedigi siirece sellerin agir sonuclarini yagamaya devam

edecegiz gibi duruyor.
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Gergekten de doga olaylarmi tek bir nedene indirmek miimkiin degil ashnda. 2015
Hopa selinin ardindan Kebikeg¢ dergisinde felaketin normalligi ve anormalligine
odaklanan bir yazi yaznustim.? Gittik¢e normallesen bir anormallik hali vardi.

N. D. U.: Sadece seller nezdinde degil, doga olaylar etrafinda kaniksanmig bir
durum var. Eger deprem bolgesinde yasiyorsan depremden korunmak igin
binay1 ona gore yapmak gerekir. Benzer gekilde selden korunmak istiyorsan
derelere, suyun akigina saygi duyacak, sehirlerini ona gore kuracaksin. Aksi
takdirde hicbir sekilde felaketlerden kurtaramayiz kendimizi. Ama gidisat i¢ acic
goriinmiiyor. Sel 6rneginden devam ettigimizde bu hataya doga platformlarinin,
ekoloji platformlarinin da diistiigiinti gorebiliriz. Yillardir HES karsit1 miicadele
verildigi icin sel sonrasinda “biz bu seli HES'lerle birlestirirsek” anlaml olur gibi
bir yaklasim dogdu. Bu yapildiginda esas meselemiz gérmezden gelinmis oluyor
maalesef. Kegke sorunumuz sadece HES olsaydl. O zaman HES'leri yikar ve bir
daha sel olmamasini saglardik, degil mi?

Soylesinin basindasahildekievinizden ve sahil yolundan sonra o evin yoklugundan
s0z ettiniz. Dogu Karadeniz'de bizim omriimiiziin yettigi kisminda, ¢evre ile ilgili
bildigimiz ilk miicadele sahil yoluydu. Bunu biraz daha acabilir miyiz?

N. D. U.: Biz belki isin biraz daha memleket 6zlemini iceren boyutundayizdir.
Aslinda biiyiik sehirde yasiyoruz ve yazdan yaza geldigimiz memleketimizde
tatilimizi de yapiyoruz. Bu biraz romantik kacabilir belki, bizim icin tatil yeri olan
memleketimiz Arhavililer i¢in yasamin ve kiiltiiriin parcasi. Sahil yolu sonrasinda
artik Arhavi'ye geldigimde deniz varmis gibi hissetmiyorum. Ge¢miste Arhavi
ile iligkimizin daha cok deniz iizerinden kuruldugunu gorityorum. Memlekete
geldigimizde her giinimiiz denizle hagir nesir gecerdi. Balik¢1 abilerle zaman
gecirirdik, denizin ruh haline gore yasardik. Sahilde yasayan insanlarda deniz
kiiltiirti biiyiik yer tutuyordu. Simdi boyle bir kiiltiir yok. Bu kadar denizle
yakin iligkisi olan bir bolge tamamen denizden koparildi. Sahil yoluyla baglayan
stire¢ bugiin beton bloklar ve katliam projeleriyle denizden iceri dogru, kanser
gibi yayiliyor. HES'lerle baslayan yayilma, tag ocaklar, Yesil Yol ile devam etti.

Oniimiizdeki siirecte de madenlerin gelecegi diigiiniiliiyor.

3 Ozlem Sendeniz (2018) “Felaketin Normalligi, Anormalligi: 2015 Hopa Sel Felaketini Yerel
Medyadan Okumak”, Kebikeg: 45 ss.193-226.
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Koyu Yesil boliimlerini birbirine baglayan ana meselemiz var. Dogu Karadeniz
ozelinde ¢evre sorunlarini bir liste olarak siralamani istesem ilk ti¢ sirada ne olur?

N. D. U.: Ik siraya kesinlikle, yayginhik agisindan HESleri koyabilirim. Listeye
sahil yolunu bir de tag ocaklarini koyarim. Madenler daha tahripkar onu kabul
ediyorum ama tas ocaklari da ¢ok yaygin oldugu ve vadileri ¢ok kotii etkiledigi icin

karar veremiyorum. ikisi arasinda kaldim ashinda.

Siralachigin ilk ii¢c cevre sorunu ile beraber sence yerelde giindelik hayat nasil
degisti?

N. D. U.: Bir arkadasimm evinden s6z etmek istiyorum. Arkadasim “evimden
mayoyla cikiyordum, 6niimdeki taghktan geciyor ve denize giriyordum” diyor.
Simdi evinin éniinde beg-alt1 metrelik bir duvar var. Bir zamanlar denize sifir bir

evken artik duvara sifir bir ev. O duvarin tistiinden alti seritli bir otoban ge¢iyor.

Insanlarin yagam bigimleri, kiiltiirleri tamamen kékiinden degistirilmis oldu.
Derelerin Karadeniz kiiltiiriindeki yeri ¢ok biiyiik. insanlarin denizle oldugu gibi,
dereyle de cok yakin bir iligkisi var. Mesela Cihani'den bahsetmistim. Dogada
yarattig1 ekolojik oldugu kadar kiiltiirel tahribat da ¢ok biiyiik. Cihani, bolge
insaninin yiizmeyi 6grendigi, sosyallestigi farkli koylerden insanlarin bir araya
geldigi bir bolgeydi. Ve artik oras: yok. Elbette bunun biiyiik bir kayip oldugunu
rahatlikla soyleyebiliriz ama giindelik hayatta nasil bir karsiigi oldugunu
biiyiiksehirde yasayan bizler tam olarak dlcemeyiz. Mesela Kavak HES projesi
yapilirken Cihani'den tiinellerle su Cumhuriyet Mahallesi'ne aktarildi. Vadinin
altindan gecen 4,5 km'lik bir tiinel ile su ilce merkezine indiriliyor ve elektrik
tiretiliyor. Ve tiinelleri agmak i¢in dinamit kullandilar. Dinamitler yiiziinden su
kaynaklari yer degistirmeye bagladi1 bolgede. Belki yiizlerce yildir orada var olan ve
koylere su saglayan kaynaklar yok oldu. Benim dedelerimin bildigi su kaynag: artik
akmiyor. Kordelit'te artik ¢ok sik su kesiliyor. Insanlarin artik yagamsal ihtiyaglari
da etkilenmeye bagladu. Kiiltiirel ve sosyal anlamda da degerlendirirsek cok biiyiik
kayiplar oldugunu séylemeliyim.

Peki aklimda kalan en ¢arpici cevre hareketi imgesinden, sloganindan bahsedebilir

misin?
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N. D. U.: Benim aklima ilk olarak Rabia Ana geliyor. Onun elinde sopal, asaletle
durusu ve “devlet benim” demesi 6ne ¢ikiyor. Ciinkii ¢ok hakl. Burada ben
yaglyorum, o zaman burada devlet benim diyor. Aslinda ¢ok net ve bariz bir gey
soyliiyor. O anin fotografi da tabii ¢ok giizel. Dogu Karadeniz'deki kadin figiiriinii
de sembollestiren bir imge gibi geliyor bana. Beni en ¢ok o etkilemisti. Bir de kendi
miicadelemizden bir érnek vermek istiyorum. Uzerimize saldirdiklar koprii
olaymi anlatmigtim. Kalabalik dagildiktan sonra jandarma geldi. O andan bir
fotograf var. 15 kadar jandarma ve onlarin 6niinde, kopriide nobet tutmaya devam
eden iki kadin var bu fotografta. Bu kadinlar Leyla Oncel ve Semra Iskender. Kendi
miicadelemizden aklimda kalan en carpici fotograf bu.

Cok giiclii bir an ve fotografmis. Sevgili Nazli Demet Uyanik ile 10 yili askin
siiredir aktif olarak siirdiirdiigii cevre aktivizmine, 6zellikle Arhavi ve Findiklr'ya
odaklanarak HES miicadelesine bakuk. Cok tesekkiirler.
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Nazli Demet Uyanik

on the Hawk Women of Arhavi and HEPPs

In this episode, we talked with Nazli Demet Uyanik about the HEPP struggles in

the Eastern Black Sea region, focusing on the Arhavi experience.'

Welcome dear Nazlhi Demet Uyanik. Our paths crossed with Nazli during the
writing of the book Sirtinda Sepeti Bafradan Hopa'va Karadeniz'de Kadmlk
Halleri [The Basket on Her Back from Bafra to Hopa: States of Womanhood in the
Black Sea]. In the book, which we compiled with Emek Yildirim, Nazh wrote a
delicious article about the HEPP struggle that follows the line we will talk about
today from the local Arhavi perspective.? I also recommend you to read the article

after listening to the episode.

Nazli Demet Uyanik: Thank you for this invitation.

The main axis of our conversation will be HEPPs. Can you tell us a little bit about
what HEEPPs mean to you?

1 The episode was podcasted on September 28, 2021.

2 Nazli Demet Uyanik (2018) “Arhavi’nin Atmaca Kadinlar”” [Hawk Women of Arhavi] in
Sirtinda Sepeti Bafra’dan Hopa’ya Karadeniz’de Kadinlik Halleri [The Basket on Her Back
from Bafra to Hopa: States of Womanhood in the Black Sea]. (Ed.) Ozlem Sendeniz and
Emek Yildirim. Phoenix: Ankara.
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N. D. U.: At first, HEPP sounds like something innocent with four letters. HEPPs
are also called renewable, green energy to support this image. However, especially
when we look at the Eastern Black Sea region, we see that this is not the case in
terms of both practices and prevalence. Unfortunately, almost all the streams and
water sources of the Eastern Black Sea region, even the thin, stringy waters of the
Eastern Black Sea region have in a sense been haunted by HEPPs. The so-called
HEPPs supposedly have a very simple technique; they generate energy by giving
the water a certain momentum. Yes, no waste is generated while generating energy,
but neither are these constructions built from the top down. Unfortunately, they
cause great damage to the region where they are built. Especially in the Eastern
Black Sea region, we are witnessing that our streams and water resources are being
sacrificed to these projects. As far as I know, there are about 2500 HEPP projects in
Turkey, and a very large part of this number is concentrated in the Eastern Black
Sea region. Arhavi is also one of these regions. Until today, 14 HEPP projects were
planned in Arhavi. Currently five HEPPs have been built, three in the Durguna
Valley, one in the Kamilet Valley and one in my village Kordelit.

Our struggle agenda started with MNG’s Kavak HEPP project. The Kavak HEPP
project was publicized as the Crazy HEPP. Because it was built both at a point
very close to the district center and in the Cihani region, right in the middle of
the villages. People used to learn to swim, have picnics and socialize in Cihani.
If we had the chance to show photos of it, I could more easily explain what a
beautiful, natural wonder we are talking about. The project has two regulators and
one of the regulators was built right in this region. When this project came to the
agenda in 2012, people from different villages, including my village Kordelit, came
together and started a strong struggle against this project. In the summer of 2012,
hundreds of people from 5-6 different villages gathered in Cihani. They set up a
resistance tent. They kept watch for 3 months. Unfortunately, by the fall of 2012,
the struggle had somehow dissolved and a deep silence prevailed in the region
until the end of 2013. MNG, himself from Arhavi, took the necessary procedural
steps for the project during that quiet period.

I was born and raised in Istanbul, but my relationship with Arhavi was never
broken. We used to come often every summer. At that time, we had a house on

the seaside. After the coastal road was built, we lost contact with that place and
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that house. Let’s call it the coastal road fiasco. When we came to my hometown
in the summers, we started to stay at my grandparents’ house in Kordelit. When
the HEPP project was on the agenda, we closely followed the struggle from the
metropolis. When the struggle disintegrated, we said, let’s at least turn our hand
to it. With the motto “There cannot be a Kordelit without a stream and an Arhavi
without a stream”, we embarked on this struggle. It all started with a press release
with very little participation. Since then, we have been coming together against
various projects that are Arhavi’s nightmare. We continue to work and struggle as

much as we can, both legally, in the field and in the social arena.

Maybe we can talk a little bit about “we” here. The founding of Hawk Women
is an important step. You talked about a watch that dissolved, but on the other
hand, a watch that continues and a group that tries to defend the streams has

emerged.

N. D. U.: After the first HEPP resistance dissolved, we went door to door in the
villages. There were breaks and so on in the first HEPP resistance, but we said
“this is our stream and we have to protect it.” Otherwise, our village would become
uninhabitable. Of course, after a past experience that ended negatively, there was
a great loss of trust in people. Some said “s/he left me in the lurch’, others said “s/
he sold his/her land” and they were blaming each other. It was very difficult to get
back together after this point. But we didn’t give up and somehow, we managed
to come back together. We came together again with people from the village
of Kordelit and said, “Let’s set up a resistance tent here again and keep watch,
remembering the old resistance.” One of the first steps we took for this was to
revive the Arhavi Nature Protection Platform, which had faded after the coastal

road.

We re-established the platform on the axis of the HEPP struggle. Then we built
a resistance house on the land of one of our friends from Kordelit, very close to
Cihani, together with the people from different villages. And we started to keep
watch there. At times we saw a construction equipment in the stream, we tried to
get it out of there, at times we just waited. A very long struggle started there.
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The company had built a bridge leading to the construction site. We suspected
that this bridge was illegal and filed a petition under the right to information.
Months later we received a reply “by mistake”. It was a mistake because the reply
was actually addressed to the company. The people at the company refused to
receive this reply mail to our application. In the process, this mail circulated
around and reached a friend from our struggle. So, we got together and discussed
for hours what we were going to do about the mail, whether we were going to open
it or not, because it wasn't addressed to us, it was addressed to the company. When
we opened the envelope, we realized that the bridge was illegal and had to be
demolished. The illegal bridge they had built over the Or¢i stream was narrowing
the stream where it was built. That’s why the State Hydraulic Works, DSI, had
already declared the bridge illegal. So, we said “then we will enforce the law, we
will not let this bridge be used if it is illegal” and that day we closed the bridge for
use. We printed the decision that the bridge was illegal as a big poster and hung it
at the entrance of the bridge.

The news of this action was in the press, wasn't it?

N.D. U.: Yes, it was. While we were standing guard on the bridge, we also prevented
vehicle traffic. After all, that bridge was not supposed to be used. The company’s
subcontractors came to the area and there was an altercation between us and the
company officials. They suddenly attacked us. We even ended up in court after this
incident and some of the subcontractors who attacked us were punished.

At the end of summer 2014, we managed to get the project canceled for the
first time. A stay of execution was issued. In the second year, they received the
Environmental Impact Assessment, EIA, report again. And the process started
again. The company started construction, but we managed to get that canceled too.
Of course, as you and our listeners/readers know very well, this was unfortunately
a very troublesome process. Because by the time the court decision came out, the
destruction there had already occurred. Cihani was destroyed very quickly. The
company received a third EIA report for the project that we had canceled twice.
And while the court process was ongoing, a significant part of the project was

already completed. In 2016, the construction of the project was finished.
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Hawk Women developed spontaneously within this struggle. In the process we
realized that women always play a very active role in the struggle. Women were very
active both in demonstrations, press statements and march organizations. When
there was a distribution of tasks, we realized that women took more responsibility.
There is a similar situation in other districts of the Eastern Black Sea region. So,
we thought, since we are such a women’s team, let’s unite women with the figure
of the hawk, which is an important symbol of Arhavi and Laz culture. We thought
that this would attract more attention from the public, and indeed it did. The
struggle against the Kavak HEPP in Arhavi became almost identical with the Hawk
Women and attracted a lot of attention. In a way, it became a momentum that

introduced us and our struggle to the country.

Our conversation will come back to images and imagery, but first I would like
to say that one of the most iconic photographs that came to my mind about the
HEPP struggle came (rom you. The image of women holding sticks in the middle

of the stream, looking at the camera with stern looks.

N. D. U.: Yes, we were participating in organizations in Istanbul as Hawk Women
from Arhavi. There was a commemoration of Kazim Koyuncu in Abbas Aga Park.
We participated in a panel as the Arhavi Nature Conservation Platform. There is
a photo of me with a stick in my hand, looking sidelong. We were actually joking
at that moment. A friend of mine shared that photo on the internet. Then Yiicel
Solmaz from Hiirriyet messaged me and said, “Should we take your photos?”
We liked the idea and a photographer came to Arhavi. We decided to take the
photographs inside the stream, since we were fighting for the streams, and we,
Hawk Women, lined up in the stream with sticks in our hands. The reporter who
came took some very impressive photographs. These photos attracted a lot of
attention and made the cover of the Sunday supplement of Hiirriyet. An article
focusing on women’s movements within the ecological struggle in the Eastern
Black Sea region was also published. In short, after that article in Hiirriyet, the

name of Hawk Women was already well known.
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When we talk about the Fastern Black Sea and HEPP, many topics come side by
side. Well, if we move away from Arhavi a little bit, how do you find the HEEPP
struggle in neighboring districts and the region?

N. D. U.: The closest example to Arhavi is Findikli. We have been following the
anti-HEPP struggle in Findikli with admiration since the very beginning of the
process. We often went to Findikli and contacted the people leading the struggle
there, members of the Fellowship of the Streams Platform, in order to benefit from
their experiences. They carried out very different strategies than us and they were
successful. Of course, the social structure of each district is different. For example,
in Findikly, a harder social struggle can be waged, but you cannot integrate it into
Arhavi. In Arhavi, we had developed a method of struggle such as pushing the
legal field and combining the legal struggle with the reaction on the field. Findikly,
on the other hand, was expressing its will directly on the field. I can say that the
most striking and closest example I can think of is the example of Findikli. We are
proud of Findikl.

We are talking about two neighboring districts. While this is the case in the
Central Black Sea region, when we look specifically at the Fastern Black Sea
region, we are in the midst of a HEPP boom in Rize and Artvin, starting from
Trabzon. When we look at it, we see that even in two neighboring districts,
very different strategies are applied and different results are encountered. If we
talk about preventing the construction of HEPPs as a success, yes, I'indikl is
success(ul, but I think a comment should be made here. Because the protection
of streams is not only about preventing the construction of HEPPs. In Arhavi,
there are valleys where HEPPs have been built, and in Findikh, as in Arhavi,
stream improvement works are being carried out simultancously. Yes, no HEEPP
was built in Findikli, but those streams were improved! The streams are now
between walls. You recently organized a meeting under the title “Let our streams
not become canals”. We should talk about this title a little more. Because HEPPs
may no longer be the only issue for the streams.

N. D. U.: Definitely so. If they ask me whether I prefer HEPPs or improvement
projects, I would never defend HEPPs, of course, but I would prefer HEPPs.
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Improvement projects are a massacre and, in this sense, we are forced to pick
massacre from massacres. This may sometimes be understood as praising HEPPs,

but this is never the case.

Yes, there is great damage to the area and the life water left behind is very
insufficient. But this stream improvement, what the State Hydraulic Works, calls a
flood protection facility, is the complete destruction of the stream and turning it
into a canal. When we look at it from this point of view, the example of Findikli led
a very successful struggle against HEPPs. But unfortunately, they were insufficient
in improvement. We definitely do not want this in Arhavi. I think we held the
meeting you mentioned about “let our streams not become canals” about two
weeks ago. When we received the project, we saw that almost all the streams of
Arhavi, starting from Kamilet Valley and Durguna Valley, are planned to be turned
into canals. We were almost horrified when we saw this. AKP presented this as
good news for Arhavi. Under the pretext of taking measures against overflows and
floods, they want to concrete our streams from beginning to end. They said that
people’s lands will be protected. In the village of Pilarget, which recently had the
HEPP project canceled, stream improvements are also being considered. We came
together with them and first of all we announced on social media that we do not
accept these stream improvements. We had decided to hold a panel on the last day
of Eid al-Adha. Our aim was to have a discussion with scientists about whether the
canals really protect against floods. But the day before our panel, there was a huge
flood in Arhavi and nature had already told everything for us. So, we postponed

the panel for a later date.

First of all, we have to accept that floods are a natural reality. It is like an earthquake,
like a volcano eruption. Our approach should not be to prevent them, but to live
with them. We are trying to do the opposite. We hope that when we turn our
streams into canals in this way, it will protect us from floods. We have seen that
this is not the case both in Hopa and recently in Bozkurt, Kastamonu. Intervening
in the stream beds, narrowing the stream, on the contrary, increases the flood risk

even more.
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I would like to describe the concrete block to help our listeners (readers) visualize
it. When you go along the stream, a 25-30 c¢cm thick concrete block is placed
between the stream and the valley to protect the banks. This block covers the
entire stream bed longitudinally and the elevation level at the stream bank. And
there is a huge concrete block between the stream and the bank of the stream,

and we are no longer dealing with a stream, but a canal.

N. D. U.: It completely cuts off not only human beings, but all animals and even
water from the land. Water has a very close relationship with the land, with the
earth. Concrete blocks disrupt or even completely destroy this relationship. This
has multi-layered consequences that we cannot see. With these improvements,
streams are completely destroyed. When we look at the Eastern Black Sea region,
there is no district with a beautiful district center. This seems ridiculous. District
centers are filled with concrete, they are in a terrible state. In other words, should
the Eastern Black Sea region not have any unique settlements? As if the district

centers were not enough, they are now attacking and concreting the valleys.

Let’s talk a little bit more about the floods, the reason for the cancellation of your
panel. We have indeed experienced a major natural phenomenon this summer,
a “catastrophe”, and the frequency of floods has been increasing in recent years.

What do you think is the reason for this increasing frequency?

N. D. U.: There are five or six floods almost every year now. This year the flood hit
Arhavi first and then Kastamonu. This is also talked about a lot among nature
protection platforms and associations. But after the Kastamonu Bozkurt flood
and the Arhavi flood, the entire issue was reduced to HEPPs. I have been in the
anti-HEPP struggle for about 10 years, but I cannot say that HEPPs cause floods. I
wish we could, it would be useful for us too. But to tend towards this would be to
completely overshadow the naked, huge and seemingly unsolvable reality. One of
the most important factors here is climate change. Climate change has a serious
impact. There is more heavy localized precipitation than before. Of course, there
are indirect effects of HEPPs, but there are more important issues we need to talk

about besides these effects.
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HEPPs cause great destruction in the valleys during the construction process.
For example, I can give an example from MNG’s HEPP project in Kamilet. In
the EIA report, there is a collection area for the excavation and normally you
cannot dump the excavation anywhere outside that collection area. But in the
HEPP project in Kamilet, we saw that the excavation was dumped into the stream
beds. When there are very heavy rains, this excavation mixes with the stream
and is carried to the district center. But to say that the cause of this flood is only
HEPPs and/or stream improvement would be to overshadow the reality. In fact,
there is a much simpler explanation. As long as we continue to build our cities
on stream beds and floodplains, we will continue to experience these floods.
This is something inevitable. When we remember the example of Kastamonu,
we see the old photographs of Bozkurt and the improvements made. As we can
see in the old photographs, the stream normally meanders and twists, but after
the improvements, it has been turned into a straight channel without meanders.
The whole city was built around those walls, assuming that concrete walls would
protect the city. This applies not only to Kastamonu, but also to almost all provinces
and districts of the Eastern Black Sea region. For example, the same is the case in
Arhavi. The Bogazici Neighborhood was built where the stream forms a delta and
meets the sea, that is, at the point where the stream bed should be widened. There
are 5,000 people living in the Bogazici Neighborhood and there is a difference in
elevation in this neighborhood; the neighborhood is under the stream. That day,
the stream overflowed into the area where it should have overflowed after heavy

rainfall, but there was already a neighborhood there.

Therefore, if we focus on HEPPs and the climate crisis when examining the causes
of the floods, we will be taking the easy way out. This does not reflect reality.
Although we are a “region of streams”, we have built our cities on the floodplains
of streams all over the Eastern Black Sea region. Unless this is changed, we will

continue to experience the severe consequences of floods.

Indeed, it is not possible to reduce natural phenomena to a single cause. After

the 2015 Hopa flood, I wrote an article in Kebike¢ magazine focusing on the
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normality and abnormality of the disaster.? There was a state of abnormality that

was becoming increasingly normalized.

N. D. U.: It’s not just in the context of floods; there is a situation that has become
accustomed around natural events. If you live in an earthquake zone, you need to
build accordingly to protect yourself from earthquakes. Similarly, if you want to
protect yourself from floods, you have to respect the streams, the flow of water and
build your cities accordingly. Otherwise, we cannot save ourselves from disasters
in any way. But the progress doesn’t look promising. When we continue with the
flood example, we can see that nature platforms, ecology platforms have also
made this mistake. Since there has been a struggle against HEPPs for years, after
the flood, an approach was born: “as if we combine this flood with HEPPs”, it would
be meaningful. Unfortunately, when this is done, our main issue is ignored. I wish
our problem was only HEPPs. Then we would demolish the HEPPs and ensure that

there would be no more floods, right?

At the beginning of the interview, you talked about your house on the seaside
and the absence of that house after the coastal road. In our lifetime in the Fastern
Black Sea region, the first struggle we know about the environment was the
coaslal road. Could you claborate on this a bit more?

N. D. U.: Maybe we are a bit more homesick. We actually live in the big city and we
also take our vacations in our hometown where we come from summer to summer.
This may be a bit romantic, but our hometown, which is a vacation spot for us, is
a part of life and culture for Arhavians. After the coastal road, when I come to
Arhavi, I no longer feel like there is a sea. In the past, I see that our relationship with
Arhavi was mostly based on the sea. When we came to our hometown, every day
was filled with the sea. We used to spend time with fishermen and live according
to the mood of the sea. The sea culture had a big place in the people living on the
coast. Now there is no such culture. A region with such a close relationship with
the sea has been completely cut off from the sea. The process that started with the

coastal road is now spreading like a cancer inwards from the sea with concrete

3 Ozlem Sendeniz (2018) “Felaketin Normalligi, Anormalligi: 2015 Hopa Sel Felaketini Yerel
Medyadan Okumak”, Kebikeg: 45 pp.193-226.
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blocks and massacre projects. The spread started with HEPPs and continued with

quarries and the Green Road. In the coming period, mines are expected to come.

We have a main issue that connects the Koyu Yesil episodes. If T ask vou to list
the environmental problems in the Fastern Black Sea region, what would be the
top three?

N. D. U.: I would definitely put HEPPs in the first place, in terms of prevalence.
I would also put the coastal road and quarries on the list. I agree that mines are
more destructive, but I can’t decide because quarries are also very common and

affect the valleys very badly. I'm torn between the two, actually.

How do you think daily life has changed locally with the top three environmental
issues you listed?

N.D. U.: I would like to talk about a friend’s house. My friend says, “I used to leave
my house in my swimsuit, pass through the stony path in front of me and enter the
sea”. Now there is a five or six-meter wall in front of her house. Once a house by the

sea, now it is a house by the wall. A six-lane highway runs over that wall.

People’s lifestyles and cultures have been completely changed. Streams play a
very important role in Black Sea culture. People have a very close relationship
with the streams as well as with the sea. For example, I mentioned Cihani. The
cultural as well as ecological destruction it causes in nature is enormous. Cihani
was a place where people from different villages came together, where people of
the region learned to swim and socialized. And now it is gone. Of course, we can
easily say that this is a great loss, but those of us who live in the metropolitan area
cannot fully measure its impact on daily life. For example, during the construction
of the Kavak HEPP project, water was transferred from Cihani to Cumhuriyet
neighborhood through tunnels. With a 4.5 km tunnel under the valley, the water
is brought down to the district center and electricity is generated. And they used
dynamite to open the tunnels. Because of the dynamite, water sources started to

shift in the region. The springs that existed there for perhaps hundreds of years
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and supplied water to the villages have disappeared. The water source that my
grandparents knew no longer flows. There are now frequent water cuts in Kordelit.
People’s vital needs have also started to be affected. If we also evaluate it culturally

and socially, I must say that there are very big losses.

Can you tell us about the most striking image and,/or slogan of the environmental

movement you remember?

N. D. U.: The first thing that comes to my mind is Mother Rabia. Her stance with a
stick in her hand, with dignity and saying “I am the state” comes to the forefront.
Because she is so right. She says I live here, so I am the state here. She is actually
saying something very clear and obvious. The photograph of that moment is of
course very beautiful. It seems to me like an image that symbolizes the female
figure in the Eastern Black Sea region. That is what impressed me the most. I would
also like to give an example from our own struggle. I told you about the bridge
incident that they attacked us. After the crowd dispersed, the gendarmerie came.
There is a photograph from that moment. There are about 15 gendarmes and in
front of them, there are two women who continue to stand guard on the bridge.
These women are Leyla Oncel and Semra Iskender. This is the most striking photo

I remember from our own struggle.

It was a very powerful moment and photograph. We talked to dear Nazli Demet
Uvanik about her environmental activism, which she has been involved in for
more than 10 years, with a special focus on Arhavi and Findikli and the HEPP

struggle. Thank you very much.



Siitkran Oz¢akmak ile

Karadeniz Sahil Yolu Haberleri

Koyu Yesil'in bu béliimiinde aragtirmaci gazeteci Siikran Ozgakmak ile Karadeniz
Sahil Yolu'nun ingast siirecini ve tanikhigini yayinlamis oldugu haberleri merkeze

alarak konustuk."

Dogu Karadeniz'i ¢ok iyi bilen, Karadeniz Sahil Yolunu, HES leri, madenleri, tas
ocaklarini ve pek cok cevre Krizini haberlestirerek kamuoyunu bilgilendiren,
arsiv olusturan ve farkindalik varatan gazeteci Siikran Oz¢akmak ile beraberiz.

Hos geldiniz, kaulimmiz i¢in ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.

Siikran Ozcakmak: Ben tegekkiir ederim, Gola’yla beraber olmak benim icin her

zaman bir onur.

Golanm istanbul merkezli oldugu donemde Pazartesi Soylesileri yapihyordu.
Sizde bu sovlesilerden bir tanesinde, Karadeniz'in aruk Kayadeniz oldugunu
soylemistiniz. Bu konusma Milliyet gazetesinde 2006 yilinda yaymladigimiz
“Denizini Kaybeden Karadeniz” yazi dizisine dayanmaktaydi. Biz de podcastimize
buradan baslayalim isterim. Sizi bu vaziy1 yazmaya iten nedenlerden bize

bahseder misiniz?

1 Bollim 12 Ekim 2021 tarihinde yayinlanmigtir.
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S. O.: Meslege, polis adliye muhabirligi ile bagladim. 1994te Sabah Gazetesinden
Nokta Dergisi'ne gectim. Burada da arastirma ve dosya haberciligi yaptim. 2000
yilinda Milliyet Gazetesi'nde haber tarzimi degistirdim ve hirsiz1 ortaya ¢ikarmak
yerine hirsizhigin kaynagini tespit yoniinde haber yapmaya bagladim. Ciinkii bir
hirsiz gidiyor on hirsiz geliyordu! Iste tam o dénemde Yayin Yonetmenim Mehmet

Yilmaz, masama bir dosya koydu, “Senin memleketin, arastir ve dogruyu bul” dedi.

Bu dosya dogup biiyiidiigiim, dogasiyla yogruldugum Artvin'in Arhavi ilgesinden
Belediye Bagkan1 Musa Ulutag imzali Karadeniz Sahil Yolu dosyasiydi. Aslinda o
donemde bende neredeyse tiim Karadenizliler gibi yol projesine sicak bakiyordum.
1960’larda yapilmus olan yol, dar ve zorlu bir giizergahtu. Istanbul’a yolculuk 18 saat
stirmekteydi ve sik sik ya deniz dalgalar1 veya heyelan nedeniyle kapanan zorlu
bir yoldu. Gidisli gelisli olmasi nedeniyle de kaza orani yiiksekti. Yeni yol projesini
heyecanla bekleyenlerdendim. Ancak dosyanin dosyama geldigi giinlerde
gazetem Milliyet'in Ankara servisinden bir arkadasimin “Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'nda
Hukuk Is Makinesinin Altinda Eziliyor” baglikli haberiyle yol ingaatinin hukuku
cigneyerek baglatildigini 6grenmistim. Boylece Bagkan Ulutag'm belgelerle dolu
dosyasii aragtirmaya bagladim. Karayollarina, Basin ve Bigi Edinme Kanunu
geregi baghgiyla yazili sorular gonderiyor, gelen yanitlarin perde arkasini da haber
kaynaklarimla ve bilim insanlariyla irdeliyordum. Hukuk, uzmanhgim sayilirdu:
Kiy1 Kanunu, Sehircilik, imar Kanunu... Ve ilk énce plansiz projesiz, ulusal ve
uluslararasi hukuk normlar yok sayilarak sanki Karadeniz'e diiz ¢izgi ¢izmesi icin

dozer operatoriine yetki verildigini gordiik!

Ordu'dan Artvin Sarp Sinir Kapisi'na kadar her il ve ilgede bir elin parmagim
gecmeyecek kadar duyarli, mithendislik ve hukuk bilgisi olan vatandas, yanls:
gormiis ve durdurmak icin hukuk miicadelesi vermeye baglamisti. Her biri kendi
ilcesi i¢in alternatif proje arayigina girmisti. Arhavi sahilleri i¢cin Arhavi Doga
Koruma Platformu sézciisii Hasan Sitki Ozkazang’a ulagtim. Hasan Bey,

Van Yiiziincii Yil Universitesi Jeoloji Miihendisligi Boliimii 6gretim iiyesi Prof.
Dr. flyas Yilmazerin caligmasiyla iiretilen alternatif yol projesini yetkililere
sunmaya, onlar1 yanlstan déndiirmeye calisanlardandi. Ulagtirma Bakanhg:
Basin Miisavirligi gorevlisi, ard arda sordugum yazili sorular karsisinda mealen bir

‘eyvah’ cekip “Siz de mi? Ah bir bilseniz ne ¢ok soruya yanit veriyorum. Hasan Sitki
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Ozkazang tek bagina bir ordu gibi. Gegen saydim tam bin sorusunu yanitlamigim”
demisti. Hasan Bey’in sordugu sorular ve ona gelen evraklar {izerinde inceleme
yaptigimda skandal haber niteligi tasiyan bazi noktalara rastladim ve ben de o

skandalin pesine diistiim.

Hukuk resmen ¢igneniyordu! Ben de konuyla ilgili haberler yapmaya basladim.
Haberlerin ardi arkas: kesilmiyordu. Ornegin; bakanlik hukuk miigavirleri, genel
midirligit “bunu bu sekilde yapamazsiniz, hukuka aykir” yazisi ile uyariyor,
ancak Genel Miidiir, Bakanliktan aldig1 talimat dogrultusunda “yapilabilir kilin”
emrini veriyor. Buna benzer yiginla haber yaptiktan sonra fotomuhabir arkadagim
Biinyamin Aygiin ile bir yazi dizisi icin Samsun Gerze'den bagladigimiz ve Sarp
Sinir kapisina kadar gittigimiz arastirmamiz icin sahaya ¢iktik. Dolasarak, halkla,
uzmanlarla inceleme yaparak ve o bolgedeki gevrecilerle de goriiserek bir yazi
dizisi hazirladik.

Yol boyu; c¢iplak gozle goriilebilen, uzmanhga ihtiyac duymadan anlagilabilir
barizlikte yanhslarla kargilastik. S6z gelimi mazgallar dar planlanmisti ve dereler
denize kavusamiyordu. Denizle dere arasinda kot farki olusmustu. Yol boyunca
muhtemel sel olacak bolgeleriisaretledik. Maalesef Karadeniz Sahil Yolu bittiginde
isaretledigimiz bu yerlerde gercekten de cok biiyiik sel felaketleri yagandi.
Ornegin Bulancak seli! Sadece sellerde degildi iistelik, deniz zaman zaman yolu

alip gotiiriiyor, ¢op kusuyor, kaya firlatiyordu...

Yaz: dizisi icin calisirken goriisler aldik. Ekosistemi bozan, felakete yol acan
projenin doga katliami oldugunu gordiik. Yani kiiresel 1stnma gibi ¢evre sorunlar
ile miicadele ederken hi¢ olmamasi gereken bir projeydi sahil yolu. Hi¢bir seyin
onii arkasi disiiniilmemis, miiteahhit firmalarin cebini doldurmak icin hizla
yapilmig bir projeydi. Aslinda proje, yillar 6nce baglamist1 ve belki de bu yiizden
plansizdi. 1970'lerde sahil yolunun ilk kismi, Hopa-Sarp siir kapisinda yapildi. Ve
ingaat heniiz bir kilometreye ulasmamigken deniz yolu, tizerindeki minibiisleri,
icindeki insanlarla alip gotiirmiistii. Yani bilinen bir seydi olabilecekler, deniz

uyarmist aslhinda.

O kadar ¢ok yanlis yapildi ki... Yol yapiminda her sey miiteahhitlere devredilmisgti.
Miiteahhit Artvin bolgesinde, Hopa, Findikli ve Arhavi olmak {izere, 3

konsorsiyumdu. Bu konsorsiyuamun Hopa'da yaptiklar tiinel ¢6kmiistii. Heyelan
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oldu ve tiinel kapand. Ustelik ¢okme nedeni onlarin hatasiydi. Bu hatalarindan
otiirii bedel 6demeleri gerekirken, hiikiimet onlar 6diillendirdi ve yeni tiinelin
yapim ihalesini de, iistelik ihale siirecini yiiriitmeden onlara verdi. Ustelik {iclii
konsorsiyum, bilingli olarak o y6renin is insanlarindan olusturulmustu. Bir kisim
yore halki da bu sirketlerde calistig1 icin, “ekmek parasi pesinde koganlar” ile
“yanliga dur diyenler” olarak halk ikiye ayrld, direng kirildi. Elbette bu durumun
toplumsal nedenleri var. Karadeniz, hiikiimetlerin ¢ok yatirim yapmadig bir bolge.
Karadenizliler de yatirim yapilacak, yolumuz olacak vesaire deyip, sorgulamadan,
‘Devlet bizim icin en iyisini yapar’ digiincesiyle projeleri kabulleniyordu. Halk bu
tercihi devletle hiikiimetler arasindaki farki bilmeden yapiyordu! Nitekim bu yol
Karadenizliye bu ayrimi da 6gretti ki, HES'lere kars: direnis olustu. Artik projelere
kars1 daha temkinliler.

Karadeniz sahil yoluyla dogal yapmin %80’i bozuldu, plajlarm %go’1 tamamen
yok edildi. iki plaj, Prof. Dr. Cengiz Eruzun hocanin ¢abalariyla SIT alani ilan
edilip kurtarildi. Ama fizibilitesi hazirlanmadan yapilan yolda 10 ton yerine 150
ton dinamit kullanildi. Peki 150 ton dinamit kullaniminin Karadeniz'de ne tiir
sonuglari oldu? Bu kullanimin ¢ogunlugu Arhavi Ortacalar, Mencuna Selalesi yolu
tizerindeydi. O bolgede cok ciddi heyelanlar oldu. Ve hala o bolgede havaalani igin

tas kiran tag ocaklari var.

Oysa Fatsa Bolaman'da yol kiy1 dolgusu yerine viyadiiklerle ve tiinellerle gecti. Ve bu
tercih sonucunda 788 milyar dolar kazanildi. 42 km'lik yol 27.6 km’ye, 30 dakikadan
15 dakikaya diigtii. Bu giizergahin deniz dolgusu ile yapilmamis olmasinda ¢ok
onemli bir niians var. Giinkii Rize sular altinda kalabilir! Deniz dolgusu yaparak
bir sehir olusturduklar1 yetmiyormus gibi yine deniz dolgusu yaparak bir yol
olugtururlar. Ve Rize’yi gsimdi nasil kurtarabileceklerini diigiiniiyorlar. Isin i¢inden

cikilamiyor. Ciinkii doga sizi affetmiyor.

Sahilyolu projesinde 130 milyon metrekiip kaziyapildi. 180 milyon ton tahkimat ve 3
milyon metrekiip beton imalati yapildi. Biryolicin! CED, Cevre Etki Degerlendirme
Raporu, raporlarinin i¢i bosaltildi. Hatta CED raporlarinin ilk i¢inin bogaltilmas:
vakas1 bence Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'yla baslad1. Sonra da HESlerle CED’ler aslinda

tamamen ortadan kalkt: desek yeridir.
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Sahil yolunda yapilan drenajlar, mazgallar bir sorun mesela. Bulancak'ta deniz
yukarida, dere asagida kalmisti. Dere denize kavusamiyordu. Bu sadece sel gibi
felaketlere yol agmiyor. Deniz suyunun sogumasindan tuz oranina kadar pek ¢ok
farkl alanda ekosistemi derinden etkiliyordu. Denize ne 6lgiide zarar verildigini,

bizi gelecekte neyin bekledigini bilmiyoruz.

Sahil yolu projesinin plansizhgmm, projesizliginin yaninda bir de hukuksuzlugu
var. Bize biraz bu kismi anlatabilir misiniz?

S. O.: Findiklrnin Aksu Mahallesinden bahsedebilirim. Aksu'da 5 ayr1 dava acildi
ve halk bu 5 ayn davay1 da kazandi. Davalar kazaniliyor ama yol ingaat: devam
ediyor. Idari Mahkeme karar veriyor karari uygulayacak bir idare yok. Idarenin
yetkisi ortadan kaldirilmig. Tamamen tek elden yonetilen, hukuk devleti olma
ozelligini kaybetmis bir iilke haline gelmisiz. 5 ayr1 dava bittiginde yol da ¢oktan
bitmigti. Beginci mahkeme kararinda mahkeme cevrecilere diyor ki, “proje iptal
edilmeli.” Ugiincii derece SIT alani ilan edilmis, dogal giizellikleri olan, denizden
baktigimizda karli daglar gorebildiginiz, kirmizi benekli alabaliklarinda yasadig
bir yere yol dolgusu yapilmis! Ve kirmizi benekli alabaliklar dahil denizde yasayan
bir¢ok canliy1 yok edebilecek bir proje mahkeme kararina ragmen, tistelik projesiz
bir bicimde tamamlandi. Bugiin Karadeniz'deki ¢evre sorunlarinin en biiyiik
nedeni de miiteahhitlerin insiyatifine birakilmis olan bu plansiz projeler. Deniz
dolgusu diyoruz ama dogru kavram kiy1 dolgusudur. Kiy1 Kanunu, kiyinin ¢izgisini
degistiremezsin diyor. Hiikiimet ise kiy1 cizgisini miiteahhide, hatta dozer

operatoriine birakti.

O donemde dolgu yerine alternatif bir proje Onerilmisti. Yiiziinci Yl
Universitesinden Ilyas hocamiz, var olan yolun genisletilmesini, geri kalanin
da tiinellerle gecilmesini, hatta beraberinde tiinellerle projelenebilecek bir tren
yolu 6nermisti. Ciinkii 40-50 y1l 6nce yapilan yolun zaten neredeyse %601 kiy1
tahribatiyla dolgu yapilarak gerceklestirilmisti. Dogaya yapilan miidahalenin
aslinda zararini gormiis bir milletti Karadeniz halki. Yola hasret oldugu i¢in kanun,
kural gozetmeden yeter ki yol, hizmet gelsin diye diisiindii. Ardesen'de ve Aksu'da
mahkeme “yolu s6kebilirsiniz, eski haline doniistiirebilirsiniz” dedi. Bu noktada

vatandagin yapacagi bir sey kalmamigti. Hukuk, is makinelerinin altinda kalmis
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oldu. Yol insaati bittikten sonra, yolu s6kmek pek tabii miimkiin degildi. Bugiin
Aksu'ya ya da Ardesen’e yolunuz diiserse o giizelim doganin nasil katledildigini
gorebilirsiniz. Evler 7 metre yiikseklikteki yolun arkasinda kaldi. Bu Bulancak'ta
da, Piraziz'de de boyle oldu. Oralarda da yola sifir kafeleri, yalilar1 goreceksiniz! Bu

yapilar eskiden denize nazir iken bugiin yolun i¢inde kaldilar.

Ashinda bu noktada Ordunun farkli yapisindan da bahsetmek gerekiyor. Ordu
denizi hem yiizmek hem balik¢ilik icin ¢ok iyi kullaniyor. Biitiin Karadeniz
denizsiz yapamiyor ama Ordu, denizi daha iyi kullaniyor. Bir anlamda Ordu'da
aslinda deniz kiiltiirii var. Denizi kumsal olarak, ytizmek i¢in kullanan Ordu ile
denizi seyirlik olarak géren diger kiy1 sehirleri, Rize, Trabzon, Arhavi arasinda bir
fark var. Ordu deniz ile boyle bir iliski kurdugu i¢in binlerce insan sokaga dokiildii,
karayollar araclarinin, is makinelerinin hicbir sekilde girmesine izin vermediler.
Ama gel gelelim Trabzon'da, Giresun'da, Rize'de, Artvin'de boyle olmadi. Bu

sehirlerde sahiller tamamen yok edildi.

Tekrar alternatif yolun var olan yolu daglara dogru genisletmek oldugunu
animsarsak, Bolaman'daki gibi tiineller ve viyadiiklerin kullanilacagi yolun
maliyeti de daha diisiik olacagini 6ngérmek miimkiindii. Ama Karadeniz Sahil
Yolu'nda karar bir manada miiteahhitte birakildi. Ve miiteahhitte tag ocaklaryla
daglan deldi, heyelanlara yol act1. Arhavi'nin Dereiistii kdyiinden denize taginan
bu taglar ve acilan tas ocaklar1 nedeniyle 2002'de ¢ok biiyiik bir heyelan oldu.
Koy ikiye boliindii! Bugiin de acimasizca, plansizca ve denetlenmeden havaalan
icin caligan tag ocaklari var. Biz Istanbul'da nasil depremi bekliyor, depremden
korkuyorsak Karadeniz'de de ¢ok ciddi felaketlere yol acabilecek heyelan tehditleri
var. Yani her hukuksuzlugun arkasinda olasi bir felaket var.

Sahil yolu sadece sahil seridini degistirmedi ashnda. Ben Findiklilryim bu arada

siz. Aksu'dan bahsettik¢e heyecanlandim.

S. O.: Aksu halki ve muhtar Kazim Ozcigek inanilmaz bir miicadele verdi. Aslinda
miicadelelerini de kazandilar. Ama onlar bu sonuca ulagincaya kadar yolun yapimi
bitti. Adaletin ge¢ gelmesi bu 6rnekte oldugu gibi, sadece cevresel felaketlere yol

acmaz, toplumsal felaketlere de yol acar. Zaman zaman cevrecilerle bu konular
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tartistyorum. Ben her projeye karsi ¢ikamayiz diyorum. Ama her projeye kars
cikma refleksini tam da bu 6rnekler tizerinden, hiikiimetler verdi onlara. Ciinkii
devlete giivenmeniz gerekir. Mesela dere 1slah projeleri selleri nlemek i¢in yapilir.
Bolgede yapilan Orneklere baktigimizda ise yine plansiz bir icraat oldugunu
goriiyoruz. Plan yapmadan miiteahhite teslim edilen ihalelere proje diyorlar.
Ustelik denetim de siyasi parti yetkililerince yapiliyor! Bu, devlet sistemini ortadan
kaldirir, devlete olan giiveni sarsar. Yani toplumsal felakete neden olur.

HES direnislerinde en cok kullandigimz, Karsilastigimiz anlaulardan biri;
“denizimizi Kaybettik, deremizi asla!” oldu. Halk dere ve deniz arasinda bir
iliski kuruyor. Ciinkii denizi gercekten kaybettik! Aradan gecen yol, denizle
insan arasinda Ki bir bariyer gibi. Ve bu Dogu Karadeniz i¢in bir esik oldu. Sizin
deneyiminiz nasildi? Sizce HES direnisleri ile Karadeniz Sahil Yolu arasmda
boyle bir hat var mi?

S. O.: Bunun haberini yapmistim. Cumhurbagkani Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Rize

”2

ikizdere'de eline Milliyet gazetesini alip “cevrecinin daniskastyim” demisgti. Iste
o haber, benim haberimdi. Karadeniz Sahil Yolu sonrasi ortaya HES projeleri
cikinca, bu sefer ge¢ kalmadan bolgeye gidip arastirma yaptim. Aragtirmaya
Findiklrdan basladim. Sonra ayni bolge mudiirliigii ilgilendigi icin Rize, Trabzon
ve Artvin'in Savsat ilcesi Papart Vadisindeki Misirh kdyiine gittim. Papart’ta
once kadinlar harekete gecti. Ciinkii erkekler igsizdi. Sistem 6nce muhtag
birakiyor sonra insanlara yeter ki yatinm olsun dedirtiyor. Ciinkii insanlar
orada gecinemiyorlardi. Ge¢inemeyince de go¢ etmek zorunda kaliyorlar. Bizler
topragimiza baghyiz. Topraktan koptugumuzda kendimizi eksik hisseden bir
milletiz. Topraga bagh oldugumuz icin dogaya da baghyiz. Papart’a gittigimde
kadinlar ayaklanmusti. Sopalarla, kazmalarla, kiireklerle noébet tutuyorlardi.
Kahvenin 6niinde toplanmiglardi. Beni orada karsiladilar. Erkekler diyordu ki,
“ig gelecek biz de calisacagiz.” Kadinlar diyordu ki, “isin en fazla iki y1l siirecek,
ama bizim a¢hgimiz ve gociimiiz diinya durdukca siirecek.” Aclik ve go¢! Bunun
sonu yok. Var oldugun yerde bunu ¢6zmek zorundasin. Bunu kadinlar séyliiyordu.
Koylii kadinlar seslerini duyurmak i¢in Artvin'e eyleme indiler. Dava actilar. Papart

vadisini kurtaran iste bu kadinlard.

2 23 Agustos 2008, https://www.milliyet.com.tr/siyaset/cevrecinin-daniskasiyim-981778
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Findiklr'ya geldigimizde ise Findikli halkinin direnisi belki tiim Tiirkiye'ye 6rnek
olabilecek bir direnisti. Denizini kaybetmisti Findikli. 7 metrelik duvarlan ilk
Findiklrda gormiistiim. Yoldan sonra martinmn denizin ortasinda dinlenecegi
kayalari bile artik yoktu. Ama deniz dolgusunun yapildig o hafriyatlarin oldugu
yerdeki kayalarda, martilarla birlikte insanlar oturup denizi seyretmeye baglamigti.

Karadeniz sahil yolundan sonra Karadeniz'e gittigimde bambagka bir manzara
kargiladi beni. En basitinden benim ilgem Arhavi'de denize dogru 20 metre girerek
dolgu yapilmisti. Oysa deniz kiyisinda parklar vardi, etrafi ¢giceklerle ve sogiit
agaclanyla donanmisg, duvarlarini denizin dalgasinin yaladigi parklardi bunlar.
Ve artik denizle aramizda 20 metrelik dolgu ve yol var. Denize ulasmaniz icin ya
yoldan ya da mazgal seklindeki yeralti gecitlerinden gegmeniz gerekiyor.

Dediler ki T’ler yaptik. Deniz o T'lere kum dolduracak, kumsal yapacak. Gergekten
yer yer kumsal oldu. Ancak Bulancak’ta bakmistim T'lerden sonra ne oldu diye.
Bogulma oranlari ¢ok yiikselmisti. Ciinkii artik dolgu vardi ve kum asag1 dogru
kayalardan aktiginda, insanlar1 da dibe ¢eken girdap olusuyordu. Ustelik yiizmek
icin denize ulagmak istediginizde, katedilmesi gereken bir mesafe var artik. Mesela

Arhavi'de yiizmek i¢in yaklasik 5-6 kilometre yol gitmek zorundasimiz.

Arhavi daha ¢ok Kiyicik'a geliyor, evet. Benim de evim deniz kiyisinda. Fskiden
yiizmek icin deniz kiyisina inerdik ve oralarda kiigiik barakalar, kayikhaneler
vardi. Simdi o eskiden yiizdiigiimiiz yerde artuk bir sahil yok. Yapilan T de
yikildir zaten. Biz yiizme noktasina ulasmak icin ya baska bir yere yiiriiyoruz ya
da aracla gidivoruz. Denizle olan baglantimz o kadar Kesildi ki, en basitinden
hem manzaraniz hem kullanimlarimiz degisti. Kayikhaneler kaldirildi. Onlar
artk yok. Martilarin konacagi kayanin olmamasi soylediginizde bellegimde
bir ani canlandi. Benim evimin kiyisinda biz c¢ocukken viizerek ulasmakta
zorlandigmmz bir kaya vardi. Benim o Kkayamin iizerinden atlama anilarim
var. Keza babamlarinda ¢ocukluklarinda o kaya ile ilgili anilar1 var. Yol yapim
siirecinde okula gitmek icin servis beklerken, o kayann, sululup kayaydi adi,
adim adim sahil yolu dolgusunun icinde kalisini gormiistiik. Her giin kepgeler,
kamyonlar biraz daha yaklasti. Kaya dnce yapimi siiren yeni volun ortasinda
kaldi, sonra da tamamen yok oldu. Bellegimde sahil yolu ile ilgili en ¢carpict anim
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ne derseniz, o kayanin adim adim yok olmasi gelivor aklima. Bir de Arhavi ve
Hopa arasmdaki artik denize kiyist olmayan Hopa Deniz Feneri® geliyor. Bu iki
imge benim icin cok carpict. Kiyr seridinin tamamen degistigini ammsatiyor

bana.

S. O.: Fabrikadan yiikselen taze caym ve denizin yosun kokusu ile biiyiidiik
biz. Bellegimizde, kimligimizde bu kokular yer etmistir. Aslinda bu sorunun
yanitini, yazi dizisinin giris boliimiinde vermistim; “Denizin ve yesilin ezgisi
vardi, Karadeniz'in kemencesinde, tulumunda. Denizin ve yesilin cogkusu vardi
Karadenizlinin yiireginde. Yargi kararlarmi ezerek ilerleyen Karadeniz Sahil
Yolu'nu Artvin Sarp Sinir Kapisi'ndan Sinop’a kadar dolastik. Gordiik ki cogkusuna
gem vurulmus, kabaran yiiregi karaya vurmug Karadenizlinin. Yol, Karadenizlinin
devlet otoritesine kars: olan giivenine, itaatine, belki de tarihinde ilk kez darbe
vurmus. ‘Denizle yol arasinda kaldik. Yola hasrettik, sorgulamadik. Simdi
cezaevindeki mahktimlar gibiyiz’ diyor Karadenizli... Evet! Ancak kaybedince
anladik ki deniz bizim kimligimiz, genimiz!” Bu nedenle konu dereler olunca halk
bir dakika dedi. ‘HES olursa benim deremin durumunu ne olacak?’ diye sorguladu.
Ashinda orada da HESe karsi degildiler. Havza planlamasi yapin ve havzaya
kurulmas: planlanan HES’lerin Cevresel Etki Degerlendirme (CED) raporunu bir
biitiin olarak hazirlayin dediler. Ancak hukuk siireci de sorunlu igliyordu. Mesela
projeye iptal karar veren mahkeme heyetinin gorev yerlerini degistirdiler. Hatta
mahkemenin de yerini degistirdiler; Rize idare Mahkemesinde goriilen dava,
halkin katiimimi azaltmak igin Erzurum Idare Mahkemesi'ne tagindi. Bu ayak
oyunlar ile istedikleri sonuclar1 alamadilar. Ciinkii en nihayetinde mahkemeler
bilirkisi kararnn dogrultusunda karar verir. Damgtay iiyelerinin atamalan da
Tiirkiye'de hukuku yok edecek bir siirii skandala yol agcmistir. CED, Cevresel Etki
Degerlendirme, kanununun i¢i, genelgeyle bosaltildi. Karadeniz Sahil Yolu ashnda
Tiirkiye'de hukukun genelgelerle yok edilmesinin 6rnekleriyle dolu. Hukuk yoksa,
dogruyu nasil arayacagiz! Karadenizlinin hukukla imtihaniydi bu. Isyansiz ve
hukuk isletilerek verilen miicadelede basarili olundu ancak yarg: kararlarini

uygulayacak bir idare bulunamadi maalesef...

3 Konu ile ilgili podcastin yiiriitiiciisii ve kitabin editérii Ozlem Sendeniz’in, Rahsan inal
tarafindan derlenen Daglardan Denize Artvin (2024, iletisim Yayinlari: istanbul) kitabi
icinde “Otoyolun kenarinda sehrin ¢eperinde: Hopa Deniz Feneri’'nin 6ykisi” adli yazisi
bulunuyor.
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Bunun bir de basin tarafi var. Once konu ile ilgili yaptigim haberlerin %70%i, 80’i
citkmamaya bagladi. Bir siire sonra da haberlerim kullanilmamaya baslandi. Bu
noktada miicadele yiiriitmenin 6nemini fark eden bazi kurumlardan ddiiller
aldim. Haber yaptigim zaman oturup o haberin birkag versiyonunu yaziyordum.
Milliyet'te calisirken Hiirriyet'ten diger yayin kuruluslarina kadar, biitiin gazetelere
haberi dagittim. Bir anlamda konunun basin sozciiliigiinii de yapiyordum. HES
davalarinda gordiik ki %30 denen can suyu meger yiizde %7 imis. Baligin suyunu
calabilecek bir hirsizliktan bahsediyoruz. O zaman can suyu miktarim artiralim
dediler. Fakat bu yeterli gelmedi ve dereler kurudu.

Mahkeme karariyla kagak oldugu kamitlanan Kavak HES, Imar Affi Kanunu ile
yasalagti. Yasanin uygulanmadigi, hukukun bu kadar olmadig: yerde bizim adimiz
da aktivist gazeteci oldu. Ve geldigimiz noktada dogruyu yazanin artik gazetelerde

yer alamayacagi bir sisteme gecildi.

Kovyu Yesil bolitmlerini birbirine baglayan bir soru setimiz var. Simdi bu sorulara
gecelim isterim. Malumunuz Dogu Karadeniz 6zelinde cevre sorunlarini
tarustyoruz. Peki bu cevre sorunlarim sizden siralamamzi istesem, ilk tice

hangileri girer?

S. O.: Simdi sirada maden var ve ilk siraya madenleri koyalim. Madenler iilkenin
kasas1 ve yasam alanlarimizi yok etmeden cikarilacak teknolojiye ulasana kadar o
maden yeraltinda, yani kasada kalmali. Ve bu madenler devlet tarafindan, devletin
kasasina girmek icin dogru bir teknoloji bulunca cikarilmali. Ne kiiresel ne de
yandag sermayeye peskes cekilememeli. ikinci siraya, tag ocaklarini koyuyorum
simdilik. Ciinkii evet Karadeniz deprem kusaginda sayllmaz ancak atilan her
dinamit, heyelanlan tetikliyor, yeralt1 su kaynaklarimin yolunu degistiriyor veya
kurutuyor. Daha fazla tas ocagina izin verilmesi, korkung bir felakete yol acacaktir.
Heyelan! Aslinda en biiyiik tehlike. Cay bahgelerinin etrafinda kanallarin acilip
yagmur suyuna yol verilmesi, projesiz kdy yolu agilmasina izin verilmemesi
gerekiyor. Heyelan icin acil tedbir alinmasi sart. Uciincii siraya dere 1slahim
koymus olayim. Ve unutmayalim ki kiiresel 1sinmayla yakin gelecekte daha biiyiik

cevre felaketleri yasayacagiz.



Stikran Ozcakmak ile Karadeniz Sahil Yolu Haberleri

Doga kendini gosteriyor, gercegi de anlatiyor. Biz ne yaptik? Deniz suyunu 1sittik.
Denizler 1siniyor! Coruh’'u hapsetmigsiniz, baraj yapmigsiniz. [klimin degisikligine
neden olmugsunuz. Derenin yatagindan ¢almigsiniz, yetmemis dereyi duvarlarla
hapsetmissiniz. Bu da yetmemis derenin denize baglantisinda kopriiler, mazgallar
yapmigsiniz. Aslinda dere yatagi, derenin “burasi benim” dedigi yeridir. Ama siz bu
yataktan calmis, yatagi daraltmigsiniz. Derenin icine beton dokiildiigiinde yeralti
sular1 beslenemez. Oysa tasan suyun yarisini yeralti sular ceker. Siz o yataga beton
doktiigiiniizde, dere o suyu nereye gotiirsiin!

Tarim bir diger 6nemli sorun. Cok yakinda a¢ kalacagiz. Karadeniz'de meyveler
olgunlasamadan ciiriiyiip dokiilityor. Asil sorun plansiz, projesiz kamu yarar
gozetilmeden yapilanlar. S6z gelimi eger Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'nda alternatif proje
yapilsaydi, tiineller ve viyadiikler kullanilsaydi hem maliyet diisiik olacakti hem
de doga tizerindeki tahribat bu kadar ¢cok olmayacakt.

Siraladiginiz bu ¢evre sorunlarmi goéz oniinde tutarsak, sizce Karadeniz'de
giindelik hayatta ne degisti?

S. 0.: Karadeniz Sahil Yolu'nun tartismasiz yanlighg donemin bakanlar tarafindan
kabul edildi ancak ayni hukuksuzluk her yeni projede sistematik olarak devam

ediyor. Halkin duyarhlig: artt1 diyebiliriz.

Bizim karsimizda olan miicadele, yasam hakk: artik. Ciinkii yagam hakkimiz
elimizden aliiyor. Yasam hakkimiz elimizden alinirsa toplumsal siddet, toplumsal
bozulma dogar. Sadece Karadeniz'de yoktur elbette ama insanlar 6tke patlamasi
yasiyor. Ciinkii herkes duvarlara carpiyor. Oysa Karadeniz'in 6fkesini deniz
dindirirdi. Sudan uzak kaldigimiz zaman bir 6fke var oluyor.

Cevre olarak baktigimizda biitiin yatinnmlarin plansiz, projesiz ve hukuksuz bir
sekilde devam ettigini goriiyoruz. Bu durum biiyiik bir toplumsal soruna yol
acacak. Gegen sene Yesil Yol'u izlemek i¢in yaylaya ¢iktim. Arhavi'den Findiklr'ya
inen Yesil Yol'da belli bir yere kadar indik ve dagin ikiye boliindiigiinii bazi yollarin
koptugunu ve heyelan oldugunu gordiik. Bolgede, yayladaki kecilerin beslendigi
otlar dik yamaclarda biter ve bu yol nedeniyle bir keci katliami1 yasand. Bir cobanla

g1
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konustum. Coban diyor ki “Her yere, her yere yol yaptilar. Benim hayvanlarim zay*
oluyor stirekli” Ciinkii yol yapildiginda yolun kenarina hafriyat yigiliyor ve bir
yaban hayvaninin ge¢cmesinin sorun olacagi yiginlar olusuyor. Kayalar yukaridan
yuvarlanmus, agagida hayvanlar telef olmus. Coban soruyor: “ben hakkimi nerede

arayacagim?”

Bu bizi asil meselemize, hukuksuzluga dondiiriiyor. Hukuk devleti olmayan yerde
bu tiir stkintilar yaganir. Bugiin birkag diiriist insan sayesinde hukuk miicadelesi
verebiliyoruz. Ve bizim iki agmazimiz var: hem toplumsal barisi hem de doga ile

baris1 saglamak zorundayiz.

Oniimiizde bizi bekleyen sey kéylerden zorunlu géclerdir. HES'ler, kiiresel iklim
degisikligi vb. etkenlerle toprak yasayabilecegimiz kadar {iriin vermiyor. Bu
nedenle insanlar go¢ etmek zorunda kaliyor. Kirdan go¢ arttigi zaman, bugiin
kilitlenmis olan biiyiiksehirler daha da sikisiyor. Yasam alanlarimizi koruyup
zenginlestirmemiz gerekiyor. Sahil yolundan madenlere, HESlere kadar
olan spektrumun sonucu budur. Yasam alanlarmmizda tutunacagiz ve yasam

alanlarimizi koruyacagiz. Hukukla koruyacagz!

Peki biraz da sembollerden, simgesel doniisitmden bahsedelim. Takip ettiginiz
20 kiisiir yillik ¢evre tarihine bakugimizda sizin aklimizda kalan en carpici ¢cevre
harcketi imgesinden ya da sloganindan bize bahsedebilir misiniz?

S. O.: Galiba Londrada bir eylem vardi. Cocuklarin ellerindeki pankartta “siz
yashliktan oleceksiniz, biz kiiresel iklimden” sloganm yaziyordu. Bu beni ¢ok
etkilemisti. Bir diger cevrecilerin elinde gordiigiim ve yine beni ¢ok etkileyen,
aklimda kalan slogan ise “HES yapma bosuna, dere yikar bagina.” Ve gercekten de
oOyle oldu, dereler HESleri yiktu.

Cok tesekkiir ederim. Fklemek istediginiz bir sey var n?

S. O.: Ben tegekkiir ederim. Karadeniz Sahil Yolu, Samsun Gerze ilgesinden baglayip

Sarp Simur kapisina kadar uzanan bir alan. Bu alanda parmakla sayabilecegimiz

4 Zayi olmak deyiminin boélgedeki kullanimidir.
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kadar az insan g¢evre miicadelesi verdi. Bu isimleri anmak istiyorum. Hasan
Ozkazang, Leyla Oncel, Avukat Yakup Sekip Okumusoglu, Giresun'da Hakan
Adanir, rahmetli Arhavi Belediye Baskanm Musa Ulutas, Cihan Eren, ki bu konuyla
ilgili oldugunu tahmin ettigimiz bir cinayetle kaybettik kendisini, Aksu Muhtari
Kazim Ozgicek, Aksu mahallesi sakinlerinin yarisindan fazlasi, Ardesen'de Avukat
Ferhat Arslan, Nihat Gen¢, Kazim Koyuncu, Eski Ordu Belediye Bagkani Seyit
Torun, Gerze'den Osman Bey, Karadeniz Teknik Universitesi'nde Prof. Dr. Fazil
Celik ve Cengiz Eruzun. Biitiin bu insanlarin miicadelesi Karadeniz'de ki talana
karsiydi. Miiteahhite getiri saglayacak yol yaptilar ve bu yol gelecegimizi de
gecmisimiz de yok ederek yapildi.

Koyu Yesil'in bu boliimiinde Dogu Karadeniz'in son 20 yilinda hukuksuzlugu,
direnis bellegini, HES ler ve Karadeniz Sahil Yolunun bolgedeki kesisimini ¢evre
aktivistligivle gazeteciligin siirlarinin flulastigi bir konumda ver alan sevgili
Siikran Ozcakmak ile konustuk. Kendisine ¢ok tesekkiir ediyoruz.
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Black Sea Coastal Road News

with Siikran Oz¢akmak

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we talked to investigative journalist Siikran Oz¢akmak
about the construction of the Black Sea Coastal Road and her testimony, focusing

on the news she has published.!

We are together with journalist Siikran Oz¢akmak, who knows the Eastern Black
Sea region very well, informs the public, creates an archive and raises awareness
by reporting on the Black Sea Coastal Road, HIEPPs, mines, quarries and many

environmental crises. Welcome and thank you very much for your participation.

Siikran Ozcakmak: Thank you, it is always an honor for me to be with Gola.

When Gola was based in Istanbul, there were Monday Talks. In one of these
interviews, you said that the Black Sea is now Rocksee.? This conversation was
based on the series of articles you published in Milliyvet newspaper in 2000 titled
“Black Sea Losing Its Sea”. I would like to start our podcast here. Can you tell us

about the reasons that led you to write this article?

1  This episode was podcasted on 12 October, 2021.

2 Thereis a play on words here. The English word black is translated as kara and the word
rock is translated as kaya in Turkish. Therefore, in the Turkish of the text, only one letter
has been changed in the words kara and kaya -Karadeniz and Kayadeniz. (Trans. Note)
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S. O.: 1 started my career as a police and courthouse reporter. In 1994, I transferred
from Sabah Newspaper to Nokta Magazine, where I worked as an investigative
and file reporter. In 2000, I changed my reporting style at Milliyet Newspaper,
and instead of uncovering the thief, I started reporting on the source of the
theft. Because one thief was leaving and ten thieves were arriving! At that time,
my Editor-in-Chief Mehmet Yilmaz put a file on my desk and said, “This is your

hometown, investigate and find the truth.”

This was the file on the Black Sea Coastal Road, signed by Musa Ulutas, the mayor
of Arhavi district of Artvin, where I was born and raised. In fact, at that time, like
almost all Black Sea people, I was in favor of the road project. The road, which was
built in the 1960s, was a narrow and difficult route. The journey to Istanbul would
take 18 hours and it was a difficult road that was often closed due to sea waves or
landslides. The accident rate was high because it was a two-way road. I was one of
those eagerly awaiting the new road project. However, on the days when the file
came to me, a friend from the Ankara service of Milliyet, my newspaper, published
a news article titled “On the Black Sea Coastal Road, the Law is being crushed
under the Construction Equipment” and I learned that the road construction was
started in violation of the law. So, I started to investigate Mayor Ulutas’s file full of
documents. I was sending written questions to the Highways in accordance with
the Press and Information Acquisition Law, and I was examining the behind-the-
scenes of the answers with my news sources and scientists. Law was sort of my
specialty: Coastal Law, Urban Planning, Zoning Law... And first of all, we saw that
a dozer operator was authorized to draw a straight line to the Black Sea without a

plan or project, ignoring national and international legal norms!

In every province and district from Ordu to Artvin Sarp Border Gate, more than a
handful of sensitive citizens with engineering and legal knowledge saw what was
wrong and started a legal struggle to stop it. Each of them searched for alternative
projects for their own districts. I contacted Hasan Sitki Ozkazang, the spokesperson
of the Arhavi Nature Conservation Platform for the Arhavi coast. Mr. Ozkazang
was among those who tried to present the alternative road project produced
by Prof. Dr. Ilyas Yilmazer, a faculty member of the Department of Geological
Engineering at Van Yiiziincii Yil University, to the authorities and try to convince
them to correct the mistake. The officer at the Office of Press Counsellor of the



Black Sea Coastal Road News with Stikran Ozcakmak

Ministry of Transportation, in response to my successive questions in writing,
said, “Oh, you too? If you only knew how many questions I answer. Hasan Sitki
Ozkazang is like an army on his own. Last time I counted, I answered exactly one
thousand of his questions.” When I examined the questions Mr. Ozkazang asked
and the documents he received, I came across some points that were scandalous
news and I went after that scandal.

The law was being literally violated! So, I started to report on the issue, and the
news kept coming. For example; the legal advisors of the ministry warned the
general directorate with a letter saying “you cannot do it this way, it is against
the law”, but the General Director ordered “make it possible” in line with the
instructions received from the Ministry. After making a lot of news like this, my
photojournalist friend Biinyamin Aygiin and I went to the field for an article series
for our research, which we started from Samsun Gerze and went all the way to
Sarp Border Gate. We prepared an article series by traveling around, interviewing

the public, experts and environmentalists in the area.

Along the way, we came across obvious mistakes that were visible to the naked
eye and understandable without the need for expertise. For example, the drains
were narrowly planned and the streams could not reach the sea. A level difference
had occurred between the sea and the stream. We marked the areas along the
road where flooding was likely to occur. Unfortunately, when the Black Sea Coastal
Road was completed, there were indeed major flood disasters in these places we
had marked. For example, the Bulancak flood! And it wasn't just floods, from time

to time the sea would wash away the road, spew garbage, throw rocks...

We received opinions while working on the article series. We realized that the
project, which disrupted the ecosystem and caused a disaster, was a massacre
of nature. In other words, the coastal road was a project that should never have
happened when we were struggling with environmental problems such as global
warming. It was a project that was not thought through and was built quickly to fill
the pockets of contractors. In fact, the project had started years ago and perhaps
that is why it was unplanned. In the 1970s, the first part of the coastal road was
built at the Hopa-Sarp border gate. And before the construction had even reached

one kilometer, the sea route had already carried away the minibusses with the
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people in them. In other words, what could happen was known, the sea had

actually warned.

There were so many mistakes... Everything in the road construction was handed
over to contractors. The contractor was a consortium of 3 in the Artvin region,
Hopa, Findikli and Arhavi. The tunnel that this consortium built in Hopa had
collapsed. There was a landslide and the tunnel was closed. Moreover, the
collapse was their fault. Although they should have paid the price for this mistake,
the government rewarded them and gave them the tender for the construction
of the new tunnel without even carrying out the tender process. Moreover, the
triple consortium was consciously formed from the business people of that
region. Since some of the local people work for these companies, the community
has been divided into “those chasing after a livelihood” and “those opposing the
wrong,” which has weakened resistance. Of course, there are social reasons for this
situation. The Black Sea region is an area where governments have not invested
much. The people from the Black Sea used to accept projects without questioning,
believing that ‘the government knows what’s best for us, thinking that there
would be investments and infrastructure development. The people made this
choice without knowing the difference between the state and the governments!
Indeed, this road has taught the people of the Black Sea this distinction, leading
to resistance against hydroelectric power plants (HEPPs). Now, they are more

cautious about such projects.

With the construction of the Black Sea coastal road, 80% of the natural landscape
was disrupted, and 9o% of the beaches were completely destroyed. Two beaches
were saved and declared protected areas thanks to the efforts of Prof. Dr. Cengiz
Eruzun. However, on the road that was built without a feasibility study, 150 tons of
dynamite were used instead of the planned 10 tons. So, what kind of results did the
use of 150 tons of dynamite have in the Black Sea region? Most of this dynamite
usage was along the Arhavi Ortacalar and Menguna Waterfall roads. There were
very serious landslides in that area. And there are still stone quarries breaking

stones for the airport in that region.

However, in Fatsa Bolaman, the road passed through viaducts and tunnels instead

of coastal filling. And as a result of this choice, 788 billion dollars were saved. The
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42 km road was reduced to 27.6 km, from 30 minutes to 15 minutes. There is a
very important nuance in this route not being built with sea filling. Because Rize
could go under water! As if it were not enough to create a city by filling the sea,
they created a road by filling the sea again. And now they are thinking about how

to save Rize. It is impossible to get out of it. Because nature does not forgive you.

In the coastal road project, 130 million cubic meters of excavation was carried
out. 180 million tons of reinforcement and 3 million cubic meters of concrete
were produced—for just one road! The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
reports were rendered meaningless. In fact, I believe the initial dilution of EIA
reports began with the Black Sea Coastal Road. Subsequently, it is not wrong to say
that with hydroelectric power plants (HEPPs), EIAs have essentially disappeared.

For example, the drainage and gratings built on the coastal road are a problem.
In Bulancak, the sea was above and the stream was below. The stream could not
reach the sea. This does not only lead to disasters such as floods. It deeply affected
the ecosystem in many different areas, from the cooling of the sea water to the salt
content. We do not know the extent of the damage to the sea and what awaits us

in the future.

In addition to the unplanned and unprojected nature of the coastal road project,
there is also its lawlessness. Can you tell us a little about this part?

S. 0.: T can talk about the Aksu neighborhood in Findikli. In Aksu, five separate
lawsuits were filed, and the people won all five of these cases. While the lawsuits are
won, the road construction continues. The administrative court makes decisions,
but there is no administration to enforce them. The authority of the administration
has been nullified. We have become a country managed entirely by a single source,
having lost its rule of law characteristics. By the time the five separate cases were
concluded, the road was already completed. In the fifth court decision, the court
told the environmentalists that “the project should be canceled.” An area declared
as a third-degree protected site, known for its natural beauty, where you can see
snow-capped mountains from the sea and where red-spotted trout live, has been
filled in for a road! And a project that could destroy many living creatures in the
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sea, including red-spotted trout, was completed without a project, despite a court
decision. The biggest reason for the environmental problems in the Black Sea today
is these unplanned projects that have been left to the initiative of contractors.
We say sea filling, but the correct term is coastal filling. The Coastal Law says
you cannot change the line of the coast. The government left the coastline to the

contractor and even the bulldozer operator.

At that time, an alternative project was proposed instead of filling. Our professor
[lyas from Yiiziincii Yil University suggested widening the existing road and passing
the rest through tunnels, and even proposed a railway that could be designed with
tunnels. This was because nearly 60% of the road built 40-50 years ago had already
been achieved through fill materials that caused coastal damage. The Black Sea
people had actually experienced the harm caused by the intervention in nature.
Because they were so eager for the road, they thought it was enough to have the
road and services, regardless of laws or regulations. In Ardesen and Aksu, the court
said “You can remove the road and restore it to its former state.” At this point,
there was nothing left for the citizens to do. The law was effectively buried under
construction machinery. After the road construction was completed, removing
the road was obviously not possible. If you happen to visit Aksu or Ardegen today,
you can see how that beautiful nature was devastated. Houses were left behind the
road, which is now 7 meters high. This was also the case in Bulancak and Piraziz.
There, you'll see cafes and mansions right next to the road! These buildings, which

used to overlook the sea, are now surrounded by the road.

At this point, it'’s important to mention the unique characteristics of Ordu. Ordu
makes excellent use of the sea both for swimming and fishing. While the entire
Black Sea region cannot do without the sea, Ordu uses it more effectively. In a
sense, Ordu has a sea culture. There is a difference between Ordu, which uses
the sea as a beach for swimming, and other coastal cities like Rize, Trabzon, and
Arhavi, which view the sea more for its scenic value. Because Ordu has established
such a relationship with the sea, thousands of people took to the streets and did
not allow any road construction vehicles or machinery to enter. However, this was
not the case in Trabzon, Giresun, Rize, or Artvin. In those cities, the coastlines

were completely destroyed.
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Recalling that the alternative route involved widening the existing road towards
the mountains, it was possible to predict that the cost of the road, using tunnels
and viaducts like in Bolaman, would be lower. However, the decision on the
Black Sea Coastal Road was essentially left to the contractor. The contractor
then quarried through the mountains, leading to landslides. Due to the stones
transported from Deretistii village in Arhavi to the sea and the opened quarries,
a massive landslide occurred in 2002, splitting the village in two! Today, there are
ruthless, unplanned, and uncontrolled stone quarries working for the airport. Just
as we in Istanbul are waiting for and fearing earthquakes, the Black Sea region
faces serious landslide threats that could lead to major disasters. In other words,

every instance of lawlessness is accompanied by a potential catastrophe.

The coastal road didn't just change the coastline. By the way, I am from Findikh,
and I got excited as you mentioned Aksu.

S. O.: The people of Aksu and the headman Kazim Ozcicek put up an incredible
fight. They actually won their battle. However, by the time they reached this
outcome, the road construction was completed. As in this example, delayed
justice not only leads to environmental disasters but also causes social disasters.
I occasionally discuss these issues with environmentalists. I say that we can't
oppose every project. But the reflex to oppose every project has been instilled in
them precisely through these examples by the governments. Because you need to
trust the state. For example, stream improvement projects are intended to prevent
floods. However, looking at the examples in the region, we see that they are again
haphazard implementations. They call the tenders handed over to contractors
without any planning ‘projects” Moreover, the inspections are carried out by
political party officials! This undermines the state system and erodes trust in the
state. In other words, it leads to social disaster.

One of the most common narratives we used and encountered during the HEPP
resistances was “we lost our sea, never our stream!”. People establish a relationship

between the stream and the sea. Because we really lost the sea! The road passing
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between us is like a barrier between the sea and people. And this has become a
threshold for the Eastern Black Sea. What was your experience like? Do you think
there is such a line between HEPP resistances and the Black Sea Coastal Road?

S. 0.: T had reported on this. In Tkizdere, Rize, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
picked up a Milliyet newspaper and said, “I am the biggest environmentalist.” That
was my news. When HEPP projects emerged after the Black Sea Coastal Road, this
time I went to the region without delay and did research. I started my research in
Findikli. Then, since the same regional directorate was responsible, I went to Rize,
Trabzon and Misirh village in the Papart Valley of Artvin’s Savsat district. In Papart,
women took action first. Because men were unemployed. The system first makes
people needy and then makes people say as long as there is investment. Because
people could not make a living there. When they cannot make a living, they have
to migrate. We are attached to our land. We are a society that feels incomplete
when we are disconnected from the land. Because we are connected to the land,
we are also connected to nature. When I went to Papart, women were rioting.
They were on watch with sticks, picks and shovels. They gathered in front of the
kahvehane. They welcomed me there. The men were saying, “work will come and
we will work” The women said, “your work will last two years at most, but our
hunger and migration will last as long as the world lasts.” Hunger and migration!
There is no end to it. You have to solve it where you exist. Women were saying this.
Peasant women went to Artvin to make their voices heard. They filed a lawsuit. It

was these women who saved the Papart valley.

When we came to Findikly, the resistance of the people of Findikli was a resistance
that could be an example for the whole of Turkey. Findikl1 had lost its sea. I first
saw the 7-meter walls in Findikli. After the road, even the rocks where the seagull
would rest in the middle of the sea were no longer there. But on the rocks where
the excavations were and where the sea filling was done, people started to sit and

watch the sea along with the seagulls.

When I went to the Black Sea after the Black Sea coastal road, a completely
different landscape greeted me. For example, in my district of Arhavi, 20 meters

into the sea had been filled in. There were parks by the sea, surrounded by flowers

3 August 23, 2008, https://www.milliyet.com.tr/sivaset/cevrecinin-daniskasiyim-981778
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and willow trees, their walls licked by the waves of the sea. And now there is a
20-meter embankment and a road between us and the sea. To get to the sea, you
either have to cross the road or go through underground passages in the form of

grates.

They said we built T’s. The sea will fill those T’s with sand and make a beach. It
really became a beach in places. But I looked at what happened in Bulancak after
the T’s. The drowning rates were very high. Because now there was filling and
when the sand flowed down from the rocks, there was a whirlpool that pulled
people to the bottom. Moreover, when you want to reach the sea to swim, there is
now a distance to be covered. For example, in Arhavi, you have to travel about 5-6

kilometers to swim.

People from Arhavi mostly come to Kiyicik, ves. My house is also by the sea. In
the past we used to go down to the seashore to swim and there were small huts
and boathouses there. Now there is no longer a beach where we used to swim.
The T that was built has already been demolished. To reach the swimming spot,
we either walk somewhere else or take a car. Our connection with the sea has
been cut off so much that basically both our view and our uses have changed.
Boathouses were removed. They no longer exist. When you said that there is no
rock for the seagulls to land on, a memory came to my mind. There was a rock on
the shore of my house that we had a hard time reaching by swimming when we
were children. I have memories of jumping over that rock. Likewise, my fathers
have memories of that rock in their childhood. When we were waiting for the
shuttle bus to go to school during the road construction process, we saw that
rock, shululup rock as it was called, step by step, being filled in the coastal road
embankment. Every day the shovels and trucks came a little closer. First the rock
was left in the middle of the new road under construction, then it disappeared
completely. If you ask me what the most striking memory of the coastal road is in
my memory, the disappearance of that rock step by step comes to my mind. I also
think of the Hopa Lighthouse4 between Arhavi and Hopa, which is no longer on

4 Ozlem Sendeniz, the coordinator of the podcast and editor of the book on the subject,
has an article titled “Otoyolun kenarinda sehrin ¢eperinde: Hopa Deniz Feneri’nin
oykiisii” [On the edge of the highway; at the periphery of the city: The story of the Hopa
Lighthouse] in Daglardan Denize Artvin [Artvin from Mountains to the Sea] (2024, iletisim
Publishing: Istanbul)
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the coast. These two images are very striking for me. They remind me that the
coastline has completely changed.

S. 0.:We grew up with the smell of fresh tea rising from the factory and the seaweed
smell of the sea. These smells are ingrained in our memory and identity. Actually,
I gave the answer to this question in the introduction of this article series; “There
was the melody of the sea and the green, in the kemenche and bagpipes of the
Black Sea. There was the enthusiasm of the sea and the green in the hearts of the
Black Sea people. We traveled along the Black Sea Coastal Road running ahead by
crushing judicial decisions, from the Sarp Border Gate in Artvin to Sinop. We saw
that the Black Sea people’s enthusiasm had been curbed and their swelling hearts
stranded. The road has struck a blow to the Black Sea people’s trust and obedience
to the state authority, perhaps for the first time in their history. ‘We remained
between the sea and the road. We longed for the road; we didn’t question it. Now
we are like prisoners in prison, says the Black Sea people.... Yes! But when we lost,
we realized that the sea is our identity, our gene!” Therefore, when it comes to the
streams, the people said wait a minute. ‘What will happen to my stream if there is
a HEPP? they questioned. Actually, they were not against HEPPs there either. They
said to make basin planning and prepare the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report of the HEPPs planned to be built in the basin as a whole. However,
the legal process was also problematic. For example, they changed the posts of the
court panel that gave the decision to cancel the project. They even changed the
location of the court; the case that was being heard at the Rize Administrative Court
was moved to the Erzurum Administrative Court to reduce public participation.
They could not get the results they wanted with these shenanigans. Because in the
end, the courts make decisions in line with the expert opinion. The appointments
of the members of the Council of State have also led to many scandals that will
destroy the law in Turkey. The law on EIA, Environmental Impact Assessment, was
emptied with a circular. The Black Sea Coastal Road is actually full of examples of
the destruction of law in Turkey through circulars. If there is no law, how can we
search for the truth! This was the Black Sea people’s test with the law. The struggle
was successful without rebellion and with the use of law, but unfortunately, there

was no administration to implement the judicial decisions...

There is also the press side of this. First, 70, 8o percent of the news I made on

the subject started to not appear. After a while, my news started not to be used.



Black Sea Coastal Road News with Stikran Ozcakmak

I received awards from some institutions that realized the importance of waging
a struggle at this point. When I made news, I would sit down and write several
versions of that news. When I was working at Milliyet, I distributed the news to all
newspapers, from Hiirriyet to other media outlets. In a sense, I was also the press
spokesperson for the issue. In the HEPP lawsuits, we saw that the life water that
was said to be 30% was actually 7%. We are talking about a theft that can steal the
water of the fish. Then they said let’s increase the amount of life water. But this
was not enough and the streams dried up.

The Kavak HEPP, which was proven to be illegal by a court decision, was legalized
with the Zoning Amnesty Law. Where the law was not enforced, where the law was
so absent, our name became activist journalist. And at the point we have reached,
a system has been adopted where those who write the truth can no longer appear
in newspapers.

We have a set of questions linking the Koyu Yesil episodes together. Now I would
like to move on to these questions. As you know, we are discussing environmental
problems in the Eastern Black Sea region. If I ask you to rank these environmental
problems, which ones would be in the top three?

S. O.: Now the mines are next and let’s put the mines in the first place. The mines
are the coffers of the country and until we have the technology to extract them
without destroying our living spaces, they should remain underground, that is,
in the coffers. And these mines should be extracted by the state when the right
technology is found to enter the state coffers. They should not be let to be looted
by either global or crony capital. I am putting quarries in second place for now.
Because yes, the Black Sea is not considered to be in the earthquake zone, but
every dynamite thrown triggers landslides, changes the path of underground
water resources or dries them up. Allowing more quarries will lead to a terrible
disaster. Landslides! In fact, the biggest danger. Canals should be opened around
the tea gardens and rainwater should be diverted, and village roads should not be
allowed to be constructed without a project. Urgent measures must be taken for
landslides. Let me put stream improvement in the third place. And let’s not forget
that with global warming, we will experience greater environmental disasters in
the near future.
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Nature shows itself and tells the truth. What have we done? We heated the sea
water. The seas are getting warmer! You imprisoned the Coruh and built dams.
You caused the climate to change. You stole the stream from its bed, and not only
that, you imprisoned it within walls. And if that wasn’t enough, you built bridges
and grates at the stream’s connection to the sea. In fact, the stream bed is the
place where the stream says “this is mine”. But you have stolen from this bed and
narrowed it. When concrete is poured into the stream, groundwater cannot be fed.
However, half of the water that overflows is taken by the groundwater. When you

pour concrete in that bed, where will the stream take that water!

Agriculture is another major problem. Very soon we will go hungry. In the Black
Sea, fruits are rotting before they ripen. The real problem is what is done without
a plan and project, and without considering the public interest. For example, if an
alternative project had been built on the Black Sea Coastal Road, if tunnels and
viaducts had been used, the cost would have been lower and the destruction of
nature would not have been so severe.

Considering these environmental problems, what do you think has changed in

daily life in the Black Sea region?

S. O.: The indisputable wrongness of the Black Sea Coastal Road was recognized
by the ministers of the time, but the same lawlessness continues systematically
with each new project. We can say that public sensitivity has increased.

The struggle we are facing now is the right to life. Because our right to life is being
taken away. If our right to life is taken away, social violence and social degradation
arise. It isnot only in the Black Sea region, of course, but people are experiencing a
burst of anger. Because everyone is hitting the walls. However, the sea used to calm

the anger of the Black Sea. When we are away from the water, there is an anger.

When we look at the environment, we see that all investments continue in an
unplanned, unprojected and unlawful manner. This will lead to a major social
problem. Last year I went up to the plateau to monitor the Green Road. We went
down to a certain point on the Green Road from Arhavi to Findikli and saw that

the mountain had split in two, some roads had broken and there were landslides.
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In the region, the grass that the goats on the plateau feed on grows on steep slopes
and there was a massacre of goats because of this road. I spoke to a shepherd.
The shepherd said, “They have built roads everywhere, everywhere. My livestock
is always lost.” Because when a road is built, excavation is piled on the side of the
road and piles are formed where it would be problematic for a wild animal to pass.
Rocks rolled down from above and animals perished below. The shepherd asks:
“where will I seek my rights?”

This brings us back to our main issue, lawlessness. Where there is no rule of law,
there will be such problems. Today, thanks to a few honest people, we are able to
fight for the law. And we have two dilemmas: we have to ensure both social peace
and peace with nature.

What awaits us is forced migration from villages. Due to factors such as
hydroelectric power plants, global climate change, etc., the land is not yielding
enough crops for us to live on. Therefore, people are forced to migrate. When rural
migration increases, the metropolitan cities, which are locked today, become even
more congested. We need to protect and enrich our living spaces. This is the result
of the spectrum from the coastal road to mines and hydroelectric power plants.
We will hold on to our living spaces and protect them. We will protect them with
the law!

Let’s talk about symbols and symbolic transformation. When you look at the
20-odd years of environmental history you have been following, can vou tell us
about the most striking image or slogan of the environmental movement that you
remember?

S. O.: 1 think there was a protest in London. The children were holding a banner
with the slogan “you will die of old age; we will die of the global climate change”.
This made a big impression on me. Another slogan I saw in the hands of
environmentalists, which also had a strong impact on me and stuck in my mind,
was “Don’t build HESs in vain, the stream will destroy them.” And it really turned
out that way—the streams did destroy the HEPPs.

5 The Turkish slogan contains a rhyme in both verbs: “HES yapma bosuna, dere yikar
basina.” (Trans. Note)
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Thank you very much. Is there anything you would like to add?

S. 0.: I thank you. The Black Sea Coastal Road is an area starting from Samsun
Gerze district to Sarp border gate. In this area, a handful of people fought for the
environment. [ would like to mention the names of Hasan Ozkazang, Leyla Oncel,
lawyer Yakup $ekip Okumusoglu, Hakan Adanir in Giresun, the late Arhavi Mayor
Musa Ulutas, Cihan Eren, who we believe was murdered in connection with this
issue, Aksu Headman Kazim Ozgigek, more than half of the residents of the Aksu
neighborhood, lawyer Ferhat Arslan in Ardesen, Nihat Geng, Kazim Koyuncu,
former Ordu Mayor Seyit Torun, Mr. Osman from Gerze, Prof. Dr. Fazil Celik at
Karadeniz Technical University, and Cengiz Eruzun. The struggle of all these
people was against the plunder in the Black Sea. They built a road that would
generate income for the contractor and this road was built by destroying both our

future and our past.

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we talked about lawlessness, the memory of
resistance, the intersection of HEPPs and the Black Sea Coastal Road in the last
20 years in the Eastern Black Sea region with dear Siikran Oz¢akmak, who is in
a position where the boundaries of environmental activism and journalism are
blurred. We thank her very much.



Nesrin Algan ile

Bir Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

Koyu Yesil'in bu boliimiinde Nesrin Algan ile Karadeniz'in kiyisindaki bir ekoloji
dernegi olan Gola'nin yiiziinii deniz olarak Karadeniz'e dondiigiimiiz bir soylesi

gerceklestirdik.!

Sevgili hocam denizleri iyi bildiginizi bilivoruz ve bugiin de sizinle Karadeniz'i

konusacagz

Nesrin Algan: Denizleri iyi biliyor muyum? Ondan ¢ok emin degilim artik.
Ciinkii Tirkiye gibi ti¢ tarafinda bu kadar muazzam denizel alanlari olup, ona
sirtin1 donmiis ve farkhi anlamlar yiiklemis bagka bir iilke var midir? Kuskuluyum
dogrusu. O kadar kalbim kiriliyor ve tiziintii veriyor ki bu durum... Bakiyorum
Tiirkiye'de denizleri bilimsel olmayan, vahsi yontemlerle balik¢iligin yapildig
kenarinda uzanip, yaglanip giineslenilen bir yer olarak goriiyorlar. Hatta artik
ylizdiiklerinden bile kugkuluyum. Ciinkii yazliklarda, plajlarda gordiigiim birgok
insan suya boynuna kadar girip, aralarinda sohbet edip ¢ikiyor. Kiigiiciik bir deniz
tilkesine gidince onlarca yelkenli, sorf, deniz sporu falan goriiliirken bizim o

anlamda da ¢ok bir faaliyetimiz yok. Deniz ulagtirmasi zaten hi¢ yok.

1 Bu bolim 26 Ekim 2021 tarihinde yayinlanmistir.
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Benim ilkokul yillarim Trabzon'da gegti. Trabzon'dan Istanbula gemiyle gider
gelirdik. Karayolu tagimaciliginin, daha sonra havayolu tagimacihiginin bu kadar
tesvik edilmesi onu da kapatti. Diisiinsenize Giircistan sinirindan Suriye siirina
kadar olan hat tistiinde gayet geligkin, cevre dostu olan teknolojilerle yiizlerce gemi
caligabilir. Hem ¢evre dostu hem de denizin iginde olma avantajini yaratabilir.
Ama bizde deniz yolu ulasimi yok. Benim vardigim sonug Tiirkiye denizlerle
ilgilenmiyor. Ne ekonomik anlamda cok ciddiye aliyor denizleri, ne cevresel
anlamda. Insan olarak mesela bazi balik¢ilarla konustugumda ya da onlarin bir
sekildeki konugmalarina gahit oldugumda, yunus baligi diyen bir balik¢i duyunca
aklim kagiracak gibi oluyorum. Bir balik¢1 denizin icindedir ve biitiin baliklar
tanir normalde. Bir memeliye nasil balik der! Yunus bir balik degil ve bunu nasil
bilmiyoruz? Fok balig1 diyorlar. Balik degil bu canllar, bizler gibi memeliler. O
ylizden denizlere iligkin ¢ok dertliyim, giinlerce boyle sikayet edebilirim.

“Bilmiyoruz” kismu bizi cok ilgilendiriyor ashinda. Sozgelimi su anda Karadeniz'in
Kiyisindayim. Deniz arkamda goritvorum ama deniz olarak Karadeniz’i
bilmiyorum. Podcast kaydina hazirlamirken Braudel'in Akdeniz diinyasim ¢ok net
bildigimizi, kenarindan kosesinden onunla ilgili ne kadar cok calismayla aslinda
hasir nesir oldugumuzu goriip, Karadeniz ile boyle bir iliskimizin olmamasiyla
viizlestim. Yani bu bolgenin disinda ¢ok az insan ashinda Karadeniz'i tamiyor ve
bolgenin icinde de maalesef deniz olarak Karadeniz'i tanimiyoruz. Hocam biraz
Karadeniz 101 yapalim m1?

N. A.: Yapalim. Bir 6grencim iki sene 6nce Karadeniz'de gevresel giivenlik konulu
doktora tezini benimle yazdi:®> Ayse Esin Bagkan. Ayse'den tezinin basinda bu
bilgi eksikligimizi de gidermek icin Karadenizle ilgili mitolojik sdylemleri de teze
katmasini istemistim. Giizel de oldu. Akdenizle ilgili hem Yunan mitolojisi ve
diistintirlere ilgimiz daha fazla oldugu ve hem de Akdeniz'le ilgili calismalar daha
cok oldugu icin, Akdeniz’i daha iyi biliyoruz. Ama Karadeniz ile ilgili boyle bir
bilgimiz yok.

Karadeniz'in tarihsel siirecte isminin gecirdigi degisimleri soyledigimizde

sasirtyorlar mesela. Gizemin ve mitlerin denizi olarak adlandinlmig bir donem,

2 Ayse Esin Baskan (2021) Karadeniz'de Cevresel Guivenlik, Gece Kitapligi: Ankara.
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Pontos Axeinos, Pontus Euxinus, Iskitlerin Denizi, Sert Deniz, Bizans Denizi, Slav
Denizi, Bahri Saiyyat, Ahsena, Karanlik Deniz, Misafir Sevmeyen Deniz, Diigman
Deniz diye adlandirilmis. Mitolojide de ¢ok kullanilan kavramlar bu adlandirmalar.
Peki niye karanlik, misafir sevmeyen, diisman? Aslinda bu isimlendirmeler

insanlarin betimlemeleri, Karadeniz'e yiikledigi anlamlar.

Zor bir deniz Karadeniz, osinografik ve hidrografik olarak zorluklar var. Misafir
sevmemesi de bunu cok iyi acgikliyor. Karadeniz'i tanimayan herhangi bir
denizcinin Karadeniz'le bas etmesi ¢ok kolay degil. Bu acidan da bir¢ok Karadeniz
iilkesinde ve bati dillerinde soylenisi bizimki gibi aslinda Karadeniz'in. Ama
buradaki “kara” karanlik olmas ile ilgili degil bizim dilimizde bence. Kuzey, kara
olarak adlandinldig: i¢in boyle demisiz diye diistintiyorum, diisiinmek istiyorum.
Ciinkii mesela sen de, ben de Karadeniz'in kiyisinda dogduk, orada biiyiidiik. Ve

bana hicbir diigmanligi olmad: Karadeniz'in.

Karadeniz'in kiyisinda alti iilkeyiz: Giircistan, Rusya, Ukrayna, Romanya,
Bulgaristan ve Tiirkiye. Bu kiyidas 6 devletin niifusunun 20 milyonu Karadeniz
kiyisinda yastyor. 5o0’den fazla nehir su tasiyor bu denize. Dolayisiyla toplam su
havzasini 2 milyon kilometre kare olarak hesapliyoruz. Yar1 kapal bir i¢ deniz olan
Karadeniz'in yiizol¢imii Azak denizi ile birlikte 459 km?2. Ama 2 milyon km?lik bir
su toplama havzasi bu denizi etkiliyor. Béylece denize kiyis1 olan 6 devletten bagka,
17 iilke daha Karadeniz'i dogrudan etkiliyor. Dolayisiyla kendi buiyiikliigiiniin ve
kiyilarinda yasayanlarin cok daha fazlasi tarafindan bask: altinda birakilan bir
deniz Karadeniz.

Kimisi Karadeniz icin kapali deniz diyor, ama Karadeniz kapali bir deniz degil.
Kapali olmasi icin Hazar gibi dogal hicbir ¢ikisinin olmamasi gerekir. Karadeniz
yar kapali bir denizdir. Derinligi ortalama 1272 metre, inebolu'nun kuzeyindeki en
derin yeri 2212 m. Batidan doguya 1700 km, kuzeyden giineye 250 ile 600 km arasi
bir genisligi vardir. Bu denize kiyisi olan 6 iilkenin, 26 énemli idari birimi: Istanbul,
Odessa, Samsun, Trabzon, Ordu, Sivastopol, Soci, Kostence, Varna Karadeniz
kiyisindadir. Avrupa ve Asyanin i¢ kesimlerinde yasayan 17 iilkedeki yaklasik 165
milyon kisinin faaliyetleri bu denizi etkiliyor. Kendi yiizey havzasindan 5 kat daha
biiyiik bir su toplama havzasi var ki bu da Karadeniz’i kirillgan yapan en 6nemli

durumdur. Nehirler ve Istanbul Bogaz1 yoluyla gerceklesen su yenilenmesi 800
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ila 1.000 y1l siiriiyor. Burada ashinda Akdeniz kokenli Karadeniz'in su yenilenme
kapasitesinin de ne kadar kisith oldugunu daha iyi anlamig oluyoruz. Cok ciddi
cevresel sorunlar var. Topografya, akintilar riizgarlar ve okyanus sistemine tek
dogal baglantisinin istanbul Bogazi, Canakkale ve Marmara Denizi yoluyla
olmasi nedeniyle de zor bir deniz. Karadeniz'in kii¢iik bir alt bolgesel denizi var:
Azak Denizi. Ayrica Ren ile birlesen Main irmaginin, 1992'de Tuna'ya bir yapay
kanalla baglanmasi sonucu artik Kuzey Denizi'nden itibaren su yolunu kesintisiz
kullanarak Karadeniz’e gelebiliyorsunuz. Bunu anlatmak icin eskiden su 6rnegi
verirdim: Tuna'nin ya da Ren’in ya da Main'nin herhangi bir yerinde nehre bir sey
birakin, Ortakoy’de gelip ayaklarina vurur oturan insanlarin. Karadeniz'in genel
ozellikleri bunlar.

Giiniimiizde Karadeniz'i biraz daha iklim kriziyle beraber anmaya basladik. Ve
bir Akdenizlesme siirecinde oldugunu giindelik sohbetlerde de bunu duymaya
basladik. Karadeniz'in Akdenizlesme siireci nedir tam olarak?

N. A.: Karadeniz'in sular sadece bu denize akan nehirler ve istanbul Bogazi ile
Akdeniz'den gelen akintilarla yenileniyor demistim. Bu durum zaten Karadeniz'in
batisinda bir akdenizlesmeye yol agardi. Simdi senin bahsettigin Akdenizlesme
ise, iklim krizine bagh olarak deniz suyunun isinmasiyla ortaya cikan durum.
Karadeniz bu yaz normal ortalamadan iki derece daha sicakti. iklim krizinin
denizel cevreye etkisi, deniz suyunun isinmasinin yanisira, daha énce Karadeniz'de
gormedigimiz istilaci tiirlerin yeni habitat olarak buraya taginmalaridir. Mesela
Siiveys Kanali'ndan Akdeniz'e gelen Kizildeniz baliklarimin, Marmara yoluyla
Karadeniz'e dogru gitmekte olmasi bu sorunlardan biri. Tklim krizi diginda daha
once de gemilerin balast sintine sulariyla taginan, denizanasi gibi Karadeniz'e
yabanc tiirlerin yol agtigi sorunlar vardi. Ama tabii ki burada 6nemli olan,
iklim krizinden bagimsiz olarak deniz tagimaciiginin, sanayinin, tarimin,
kentlesme, turizm, balik¢ilik, agir metaller, pestisitler, evsel atik sulari, kati atiklar,
nehir desarjlan, tath su etkisini azaltan HESler gibi etkenlerin Karadeniz'de
oksijensizlesme, su kirliligi, biyogesitlilik kaybi, mikrobiyal kirlenme, balik¢iligin
diisiisii, kiy1 erozyonu gibi sorunlara yol agmasidir. Zaten Karadeniz ¢ok 6zel bir

deniz.
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En onemli o6zelligi 150-200 metrenin altinda yagamin olmamasi, hidrojen
stilfiir tabakasina sahip bir deniz olmasi. Oksijen yok yani. Oksijensiz tabaka
da yiikselmekte. Oksijensiz tabakanin yer yer 8o metreye ciktig1 noktalar var
Karadeniz'de. Denizin iklim kriziyle 1sinmasiyla birlikte, bu hidrojen silfiir
tabakasinin yiizeye dogru daha da genisleyecegi diisiiniiliiyor. Dolayisiyla saydigim
cok sayidaki kirletici ve kullanim hatasi sonucu Karadeniz'in bozulmasina,
cevresel acidan zarar gérmesine yol acan faktorlere bir de iklim krizi eklendiginde
Karadeniz'in Akdenizlesmenin yani sira hizli bir yok olusa dogru gittigini de

yillardir séylityorduk. Iklim kriziyle birlikte bu tahribat daha da artrmg durumda.

En cok bildigimiz baskilardan bir tanesi de vahsi balik avlanma yontemleri. Siz

ne diisiinityorsunuz bu konuda hocam?

N. A.: Aslinda teknoloji ve bilim, biling gelistikce bunun tersinin olmasi gerekirken
balik¢ihigin vahsilesmesi ¢ok tuhaf bir durum. Karadeniz'de en fazla balk avi
Tiirkiye tarafindan yapiliyor: %84. Bu arada uluslararasi hukuk agisindan belki bilgi
vermem gerekir. Karadeniz'de uluslararasi su yok. Alt1 tilkenin egemenlik sahalar
miinhasir ekonomik bolge anlagmalari ile belirlenmis durumda. Dolayisiyla
Karadeniz, kiyisindaki alt1 iilkenin, kara topraklar gibi, milli sinirlarina alinmig
durumda. Bu denizin yiizeyi, denizin dibi ve hava sahasinda iceren bir durumdur.
Karadeniz'de bagka denizlerde gordiigiimiiz gibi, hi¢ kimseye ait olmayan, tiim

iilkelere, insanhigin tiimiine ait bir miisterek alan, bir uluslararasi su yok.

Balik¢iligin %84'tinti Tiirkiye yapiyor. Tiirkiye'yi %8 ile Ukrayna takip ediyor. Arada
muazzam bir fark var. Dolayisiyla Karadeniz'deki yanlis ve agir1 avlanmanin biiyiik
olctide sorumlusu Tiirkiye. Bu arada Karadeniz'de 30 yil 6nce ticari degeri olan
26 balik tiirii varken bugiin bu say1 6'ya diistii. Bu durum biiyiik ol¢tide saydigim
kirlenme sorunlari ile yanls ve agir1 balik¢iliktan kaynaklaniyor. $Simdi buna iklim
kriziyle denizin 1smnmasi ve istilaci tiirler ve bundan kaynaklanacak biyocesitlilik
kaybini da eklersek Karadeniz'in 6niimiizdeki yillarda cok daha hizli bir yok olusa
gidecegi goriilecektir. Bu bir kehanet ya da karamsarlik degil, bilimsel bir tespittir.
Eger avlanan balik miktar1 9oo.000 tondan 100.000 tona diigmiigse, bu ciddi bir
uyaridir. Insanin gunu anlamasi ¢ok kolay degil tabii: madem ki gelirimizin ve gida

kaynaklarimizin bir kismini denizden sagliyoruz, nasil oluyor da yanlig yontemler
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ve agir1 avcilikla kendi bindigimiz dal kesiyoruz? Korkarim kisa vadeli kar ve rant
amacina dayal politikalar sadece karadaki imar ihlallerinde, vahsetlerinde degil
denizde de goriiliiyor. Balik tiirlerinin go’l yillarda azalmasindan kaynaklanan
bu sorun, 20 milyon dolara yakin gelir kayb: diye hesaplanmisti. Mesela orkinos,
uskumru, kili¢ artik imkansiz. Mersin ve kalkan ¢ok azald, gitti gidiyor deniyor.
Bu durum bilindigi halde bu tiirlerin yok edilmesine yol acacak yontemleri

uygulamak benim aklimn ¢ok alacag bir sey degil.

Mesela Karadeniz'in bizim disgimizdaki bagka sakinleri de var. Memeliler ailesinden
yunuslar. Eskiden Akdeniz Foku'da Karadeniz'de habitat bulan bir canliydi. Ama
artik cok uzun yillardir Karadeniz’'de Akdeniz Foku yasayamiyor. Karadeniz'de
yilda ortalama 3o00’den fazla yunus 6lityor ya da 6ldiiriilityor. Bunun bir gerekeesi
yunuslarm baliklar1 yemeleri. Bu bilimsel olarak dogru degil. Bir yunusun ortalama
ne kadar balik tiikettigi bilinen bir sey. Buna ragmen yunuslar kasten, bayag:
cinayet igler gibi 6ldiiriilityorlar. Oysa ekosistemler bir diizen igerisinde calisir. O
zincirden belli halkalar kopunca sistemin ¢okmesi kaginilmaz bir seydir. Ustelik
simdi iklim krizi ile Karadeniz'in Akdenizlesme siireci devam ediyor. Bu nedenle
de mesela mign, barakiida, peygamber balig1 gibi balik tiirlerinin Akdeniz'den

Karadeniz'e gecerek dagilimin genisledigi goriiliiyor.

Karadeniz'de tiim cevresel yikim faktorleri ile birlikte, ama 6zellikle sorumlusu
olarak insanin yol a¢tig1 faktorlerle, hizli bir yok etme siireci yastyoruz. Bir de
buna Marmara'dan Karadeniz'e ve Kanal istanbul'dan Karadeniz'e olacak miisilaj

ve benzeri tehlikeleri eklersek durumun pek i¢ acic1 olmadigini sdylemek gerekir.

Cok canim sikildi su anda. Marmaranin 6limii beni ¢ok sarsan bir durum.
Deniz cevresi politikalar calisan, 6mriiniin biiyiik bir kisminda Karadeniz'in ve
Akdeniz’in korunmasi ile ugrasarak ve Karadeniz'in korunmasina iligkin hukuki
biitiin diizenlemelerde biiyiik bir mutlulukla ¢alisan biri olarak bunu gérmek

istemem.

Umarim gormeyiz. Karadeniz’'in korumasi icin dahil olan uluslararas
anlasmalar ve Biikres Rejimi bizim icin cok kiymetli. Bu siirecin arka planinda
da cahsnmustimz. Biraz bundan belki bahsedebiliriz umutlanmak icin. Ciinkii
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birey olarak bizlere giivenmemek gerekivor galiba. Ne kadar vahsi oldugumuz
titr olarak cok belli. Ama bizi bir arada tutacak bir hukuk sistemi igerisinde yer
aldigimmizda, ben bir parca umutlantyorum. Bu Biikres Rejimi bize Karadeniz'in
icinde oldugu tehlikelerden korunmasina iliskin ne soyliiyor?

N. A:: Cevre Miistesarliginda ise girdigimde 3 dosya verildi bana. Kulaklar
cinlasin, Daire Bagkanim Aydan Bulca Erim’in “al bakalim dosyalarim” dedigi
bu ii¢ konudan ikisi denizdi. Biri Akdeniz, biri Karadeniz'di, biri de Federal
Alman Cumbhuriyetinin Tiirkiye'ye atik yollama teklifiydi. Orada ¢alistigim 14
yil boyunca Akdeniz'i hi¢ birakmadim ama Karadeniz rejimi olusturulduktan
sonra onun sorumlulugu, daha dogrusu koordinasyonu, birlikte calistigim baska
arkadaslarima gecti. Ciinkii cok yorucu bir siirecti. ‘84’ten 92'ye kadar miizakereler
siirdii. Bu arada Sovyetler Birligi dagildi. Ben mesela Jivkov'un Bulgaristan'ini,
Cavugesku'nun Romanya’sini, Gorbagov'un, Yeltsin'in Sovyetler Birligini bizzat
onlarin bagkentlerinde takip etme imkani buldum. Karadeniz’i anlatirken hep
anlattigim bir anim da bu siirecte gerceklesti. Bir giin Moskova doniisii ucakta
pilotun anonsuyla pencerelerimizden bakmaya davet edildik. Pilot “Karadenizi
bir biitiin olarak gorebileceginiz bir durum yagiyoruz” dedi. Omriimiin en ¢arpici
ve en unutulmaz anlarindan biridir bu. Karadeniz'in kiyisinda durup, sonsuz bir
ufka baktigimiz ama nerede baglayip, nerede bittigini bilmedigimiz; haritalarda
kiiciik gol gibi denizin kenarinda durup baktigimizda okyanus gibi gordiigiimiiz
Karadeniz'i, aynen fotograflarinda, haritalarinda oldugu gibi Azak’la birlikte,
tamamini yukaridan seyretme olanagim oldu. Fakat elbette miizakereler ¢ok
yorucu bir siirecti. Sovyetler diplomatlar cok cetin ve miizakereciydi. 8 sene siirdii
rejimin hazirlanmasi. Once 4 iilkeydik sonra 6 iilkeye ciktik ve Biikres Karadeniz'in
Kirlenmeye Karst Korunmast Sozlesmesi ve Eki Protokoller imzalandiktan
sonra. Ulusal koordinasyon gorevi Sema Acar arkadasima gecti. Biikres Rejimi
olusturulurken bu zorlu siire¢ sadece denizin korunmasina iligkin miizakerelerin
cetinligi degildi. Diigiiniin ki bir donem Cavusesku'nun diplomatlariyla miizakere
yapip bir konuda mutabik kaliyorsunuz, iki ay sonra rejim degisiyor. Sovyetler
Birligi dagihiyor, tilke sayis: farklilagiyor ve bir anda miizakereler yeni ortaklarla
yeniden baghiyor. O yiizden de zordu. Ama Biikres rejimi olusturulurken diinyada
cevre politikalan bagka bir kanala ge¢cmisti.

Artik kalkinma ve cevrenin birbiriyle ayrnlmaz bir biitiin oldugu ve yeni bir

anlayigla planlanmas: gerektigi diinya ¢apinda kabul edilmisti. 92 Rio zirvesinin
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stirdiiriilebilir kalkinma politikalilarin1 benimsemesinden bahsediyorum burada.
Ayrnica Tiirkiye, Akdeniz'in korunmasina iligkin biitiin hukuki diizenlemelerin
revize edilmesinde lider bir rol oynayip, Akdenize iliskin sozlesmeyi ve eki
protokollerin igine kalkinmayi, katilimi, ihtiyathlik ilkesini, bilgi paylasimini,
cevresel etki degerlendirmesini sokacak ve denizi degil sadece, denizle birlikte
kiyilar1 da koruyacak bicimde Akdeniz sistemini degistiren bir girisimin onciisii
olmus, bunu basarmisti. Fakat Karadeniz'de eski bir deniz koruma anlayigina

uygun bir sozlesme ve protokol yapma durumunda kalindi.

Karadeniz'e kiyilari eklemek miimkiin olmadi. 8 sene siirmiistii miizakereler. Artik
herkes c¢ok yorulmustu, iilkeler, rejimler degismisti... Cevre politikalar1 degisti,
kiyilar1 da sokalim bu deniz koruma sozlesmesine, siirdiiriilebilir kalkinmayi
sokalim, stratejik etki degerlendirmesini sokalim demek i¢in diplomatik acidan
uygun bir konjonktiir olmadigindan Karadeniz'in Biikres Rejimi sadece deniz
alanini korumak iizere inga edildi. 94'te Biikreg S6zlesmesi ve Eki olan iki protokol
yiiriirliige girdi. Ulkeler dediler ki, Tiirkiye'nin énerdigi denizi kiyilariyla birlikte
korumayi, yeni politika ilkelerine, hukuk sistemine entegre etme isini, yeni
protokollere, bildirgelere ve stratejik eylem planina birakalim. Nitekim 6yle de
yapildi. Karadeniz'in rehabilitasyonu icin kabul edilen stratejik eylem planina
ve daha sonra kabul edilen Karadeniz'de Peyzajin ve Biyogesitliligin Korunmasi
Protokollerine bazi ilaveler yapildi. Bu arada Birlesmis Milletler'in bolgesel
denizlerin korunmasina iligkin bir programi var. Akdeniz bunlarin birincisidir.
Ozellikle énce Sovyetler'in sonra Rusya Federasyonu'nun itirazlariyla, Karadeniz
Eylem Plani, Birlesmis Milletler'in bu programina dahil edilmedi. Tiirkiye'nin
maddi ve bilimsel yiikiiniin ¢ok énemli bir kismin iistlenmesiyle, Istanbul'da
kurulacak bir koordinasyon biriminden yiiriitiilmesi kabul edildi. iste en hazin
olani da bu.

Tiirkiye 8 sene ugragt1 koordinasyon birimi Istanbul'da olsun diye. Bunu basardi.
Hatta uzun yillar Dolmabahce Sarayr'min Harekat Kosklerinden birinde calisti
Sekreterya. 6 kiy1 tilkesinin gorevlendirdigi uzmanlar, Uluslararasi1 Karadeniz'in
Korunmasi1 Sozlesmesi ve Eki Protokoller ve bunun geregi kabul edilen
Karadeniz Eylem Planrnin yiiriitiilmesini, isleyisini Dolmabahge Sarayr’ndan,
yani bacaklarimzi pencereden sallandirdigimizda ayaklarimizin denize degdigi

bir noktadan, Karadeniz'in Akdeniz’e acilma kapisindan koordine ediyorduk.
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Maalesef rejim kurulurken sahip oldugu zafiyetlere ilave olarak, iyi koordine
edilmediginden dolayr 6rnegin Akdeniz kadar basarli yiiriimiiyor. Su anda
cok kiiciik bir kadroyla calisiyorlar. Donem olarak degisiyor koordinatorler.
2-3 kisilik kiiciik bir ekip calisiyor sekreteryada. Bu ekip Birlesmis Milletler'in
Akdeniz'de, Karayipler'de, bagka alanlarda koordinasyon yaparken sahip oldugu
genis olanaklara sahip degil. Ornegin ben Akdeniz ile ilgili biitiin gelismeleri,
onun da koordinasyon birimi Atina'dadir, internet iizerinden giindelik olarak
izleyebiliyorum. Bilgiye erisimimde hi¢bir sorun yok. Karadeniz Eylem Planr'nin
web sayfasina girdigimde ise neredeyse iki, ii¢ yilda bir bile yenilenmeyen bir
sistem goriiyorum. Kendi iglevini yerine getiremeyen bir Sekreterya, Birlesmis
Milletler'in yaptig1 bir sekreterya gibi akit taraflara daha iyi bir yonlendirme ve
gorevlerini hatirlatma diplomasisi yiiriitemiyor. Kiyi iilkeleri de kabul ettikleri bu
sozlesme ve eki protokoller ve eylem planina uyma konusunda gayet olumsuz bir
tavir izleyince, Biitkres Rejiminin sahip oldugu istiinliiklerin dahi, Karadeniz'in

korunmasinda isimize yaramadig1 goriiniiyor.

Tiirkiye'nin ¢evre mevzuati fena degildir. Taraf oldugu onlarca cevre sozlesmesi
de bu mevzuata dahildir ama malumumuz uygulamasi yoktur. Aym1 durum
Karadeniz icin de gecerlidir. Her ne kadar bu zafiyetleri, koordinasyon ve
diplomasi eksiklikleri olsa da aslinda mevcut mevzuat ve eylem hedefleri
Karadeniz'in korunmasina hizmet edecek kapasitede. Ama devletler bunu
yapmiyor. Bulgaristan ve Romanya'nin AB iiyesi olmasindan sonra sahip olduklar
baska olanaklarla biraz daha farkl bir tutum izlediklerine sahit oluyoruz. Avrupa
Birligi, Akdeniz’in korunmasina taraf ama Karadenize taraf degil. S6zlesmeye
kiyis1 olmayan bir tilke ya da ulus iistii bir orgiit taraf olamiyor. Ama Avrupa Birligi,
Romanya ve Bulgaristan iistiinden Karadeniz'de s6z sdylemeye, kendi kriterlerini
kabul ettirmeye calisiyor. Karadeniz'in korunmasi i¢in Avrupa Birligi etkisi ve
baskis1 olmasina da raziyim ama onda da gii¢siiz. Zaten Karadeniz'de farkh bir
uluslararas: gerilim Ukrayna, Kirim, Giircistan, Rusya arasinda siiregidiyor.®> Bu
yiizden, i¢cim sizlayarak, Karadeniz'in korunmasi konusundaki hukuki ve siyasi
irade bu rejimin olusturuldugu, yiirtirliige girdigi 94'teki ivmesini ve etkinligini
coktan kaybetmis durumda diyebilirim.

3 Soylesi Ukrayna — Rusya savasi oncesinde yapilmistir.

117



118

Koyu Yesil: Dogu Karadeniz Cevre Sorunlari Uzerine Séylesiler

Kazanimlarimizin bir yere varmadigi bir rejimin icindeymisiz gibi goriiniiyor.

N. A.: Ama Ozlem, sdyle de bir sey var, ben Akdeniz'deki STKlara da aynisini
soyliiyorum. Simdi senin araciliginla Karadeniz'deki STK'lara da aymi cagriyr
yenilemek istiyorum. Bolgeye iligkin baz politikalara itiraz ediliyor, dava aciliyor.
Ama bunlarin hicbirisinde Biikres Sozlesmesi ve Eki Protokollerine aykiriliklar
ileri stiriilmiiyor. STK'larda bu sozlesme ve eki protokollerin uygulanmasi i¢in
hiikiimetlere baski yapmali. Mesela Kanal Istanbul'un GED raporunu dava ettiler.
Niiansa dikkat ¢ekmek istiyorum. Davada Kanal Istanbul yapilirsa ihlal edilecek
uluslararasi sézlesmelerin adlarni saydilar. Halbuki itiraz Kanal istanbul yapilirsa
degil, CED’inin yapilis siirecinde bu ihlallerin zaten yapildig1 biciminde olmaliydi!
Kanal Istanbul'un CED'i ii¢ tane uluslararasi sézlesmeye aykir yapildi. Bunlardan
biri Biikres Sozlesmesi, biri deniz memelilerine ilisgkin ACCOBAMS Sozlesmesi,
biri de Ramsar Sulak Alan Sozlesmesi. Bu CED’e itiraz eden arkadaslara
defalarca mahkemede CED’in yapilma usullerinin sozlegmeler aykir oldugunu
kullanmalarim sdyledim. Biikres Sozlesmesimin eki, Biyogesitlilik Protokolii
diyor ki “biyocesitliligi etkileyecek bir faaliyet Karadeniz'de yapilacaksa, alti
tilkenin ortaklasa belirleyecegi kriterlere gore sinirasan CED yapilir 6nce.” Kanal
Istanbul'un CED’i boyle degil.

Deniz memelileri ACCOBAMS sozlesmesi diyor ki: “Deniz memelilerine etkisini,”
giiriiltii agisindan arastiracak bir simir agan CED yapilir” Birak STK'larm Biikres
Sozlegmesi ve Eki Protokollere aykirilik iddialarini ortaya koymamasini, bilim
camiasi, akademisyenler bile Kanal Istanbul'un CED'ine itiraz ederken sadece
kanal ingasina itiraz ettiler. Oysa CED’in olusturulma ve igleyis siirecinin daha
basmdan uluslararas1 hukuka aykir1 oldugunu belirtmek gerekirdi. Ama bunu
dosyalarin1 almadilar bile. Bunun temel nedeni su, Tiirkiye'de cevre konusunda
taraf oldugumuz uluslararas: sozlesmeler ilgimizi cekmiyor. Bilgimiz de ¢ok yok
bununla ilgili. Ustelik sadece sézlesmenin kendisi degil, o sozlesme geregi her
yil ya da iki yilda bir taraf devletlerin tam yetkili temsilcilerinin bir araya gelip
aldiklar kararlarin da bir baglayicihigi var. Bu kararlara aykiridir diyen ya da bunlan
bilen de yok. Eminim biirokraside bile, sadece o toplantiya gidenler agisindan bir
anlam ifade ediyor bu durum. istanbul Sozlegmesi bizleri, kadinlar korumada,
cocuklari korumada ne kadar etkin ve etkili idiyse Biikres Sozlesmesi, Biyocesitlilik
Birlesmig Milletler S6zlesmesi, Collesme Birlegsmis Milletler Sozlesmesi, MARPOL
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Gemilerin Yol Ac¢tig1 Deniz Kirliligi Sozlesmesi ve benzerleri de ayn1 derecede
etkili. Ancak ne bilim camiasinda ne biirokraside ne de kamu yonetiminde ve de
maalesef de STK'larda bunlara itibar eden yok. Mesela Karadeniz'in korunmasi
ile ilgili baz1 protokollerin neredeyse virgiiline bile dokunulmadan resmiyet
kazanan metinlerinin yazar1 benim. Ve ¢ok hos bir seydir bir biirokratin yazdig
bir taslagin 6nce kendi iilkesinde, sonra diger tilkelerde kabul ettirildigini gormek.
Simdi baz politika ilkeleri ya da hukuk kurallarindan insanlar bahsederken,
ben giillimsiiyorum. Onlarin o metne girmesini saglamaktaki ¢cabami, ugragim
diigiiniiyorum. Bunlar lafta kaldig1 icin {izgiiniim. Gurur bile duyamiyorum,
ben sagladim bir kisminin bu metinlere girmesini diye. Tabii ki Tiirkiye adina
yaptim bunu, kendi adima degil. Ama bununla gurur duyabilme olanagim yok
ciinkii kagidin istiinde kaldilar. Higbir ise yaramiyor. Hukukun iistiinliigiine ve

haklarimizi talep etmeye ihtiyacimiz var.

Bir parantez acacagim. Diin Birlesmis Milletler insan Haklart Konseyi'nde ilk
kez temiz, saghkli ve siiriilebilir ¢evre hakki insan haklari olarak kabul gordii.
Ve sonrasinda da iklim krizi i¢in 6zel raportor atandi. Biz bunu Gola ofisinde
kiiciik bir miijde olarak aldik. Kiigiik bir Kitap Kuliibiimiiz var. Orada konusurken
“bundan sonraki HES itiraz dilek¢emize bunu yazabiliriz” dedik. Bu gelisme biraz
daha anlasilir geldigi icin oldu belki de. Cevre sozlesmeleri konusunda yasanan

belki de bilmeme, anlamama halinden de kaynaklanan bir durum.

N. A.: Ama avukatlarimizda da aymi eksiklik var. Avukatin bunu bilmesi lazim.
Ciinkii bircok Hukuk Fakiilteleri, cevre hukuku 6gretiyor mezunlarina. Benim gibi
bu konularda ¢alisan onlarca insan var ve cogumuz goniilliiyiiz. Ben mesela Bitkres
Sozlegsmesinin ve Eki Protokolleri'nin ve bunlar geregi hiikiimetlerin aldiklar
kararlarin tamamini bir STK’ya 6gretemem. Ciinkii tamamina hakim degilim. Kara
kokenli kirleticiden cok anlamam, ancak acil durumdan anlarim. Ama kara kokenli
kirleticiden anlayanlar var. Biyocesitlilikten anlayanlar ve bunlar bilenler var.
Egitim programlar1 bunlari da kapsayacak sekilde diizenlenebilir. Sanmiyorum ki
benim gibi akademisyenlerin 6zel bir talebi olacagini. Cagirirsiniz, anlatiriz. Bazen
bazi STK’lardan arayip diyorlar ki, “soyle bir dava acacagiz dosyamiz su, bunda

eksik bir sey var m1?” Varsa eger uluslararasi ¢evre hukuku acisindan bir eksik ve
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biliyorsam, onu ekletiyorum. Béyle kazandigimiz davalar da var. Hatta sdyle seyler
de oluyor. Biz o dosyaya bir sey ekliyoruz. Cevre Bakanlig1 savunmasinda onun
dogru olmadigini séylityor. Biz uluslararasi belgesini koyuyoruz dosyaya, bakanlk
da 6grenmis oluyor. Mesela Phaselis Akdenizde Ortak Oneme Sahip 100 Tarihi
SIT listesinde. Mahkemeye bunu sundugumuzda, Cevre Bakanligi “kayitlarimizda
bayle bir veriye rastlamadik” dedi. Biz de Birlesmis Milletler Cevre Programi’nin
tutanaklarim ekledik ve devaminda kanitlandi.

Biikres Rejimi'nden ve bilmeme halimizden bahsedince, aklima Karadeniz sahil
yolu yapilirken Tiirkive'nin hem Karadeniz'e hem Kiyiya cok ciddi bir miidahale
bulundugu geldi. Bunun bir karsihg yok muydu Biikres Rejimi icerisinde? Ciinkii
Kyt seridi degisti. Ayrica HES ler ve can suyu meselesi de var. Can suyu sadece
dere vadisi icin degil, denize de tath su tasidigt icin ele alindi ni?

N. A.: Ama biz degiliz sadece, bunu hepsi yapiyor. Bir de goyle diisiin, bizim
disimizdaki iilkelerin hemen hemen tamaminin Akdenizi, Karadeniz kiyilar.
Muazzam bir turizm yatirimlari var. Onlarin en sicak arka bahgeleri oralar. Bizden
cok daha ciddi bir turizm hareketi var ve buna ragmen kirletme anlaminda ¢ok
ciddi handikaplar var. Biikres Rejimi olusturulduktan nce oldu belki ama, mesela
Cernobil’e bakalim. Cernobil'in Karadeniz deniz ortamindaki etkileri, ikinci Diinya
Savas1 sonrasi kullanilmis askeri mithimmatin Karadeniz’e bogaltilmasi, mayinlar
vs. diigtiniiliince kimsenin giinahkarliktan azade olmadig, kimsenin kagiginin ak
olmadig1 goriiliir. Bu konuda beni en ¢ok sasirtan sey, kimsenin sesinin ¢ikmamasi.
Bu kimseden kastim tabii ki sadece 6 iilkenin yoneticileri degil. Mesela Karadeniz
Eylem Plani'min gozlemci katilimcilar Karadenizli STK lardir. Bir koalisyonlar var
ve bu bahsettigim hiikiimetler aras1 toplantilara STKlar akredite olarak katilirlar.
Sizin derneginiz bunlarla bir iligkisi var mi? Bu toplantilara katiliyor mu? Ya da
[stanbul'daki Koordinasyon Merkezine hi¢ dilekceyle “bu Sézlesmeye aykiri
uygulamalar yapiliyor, hiikiimetleri bu konuda uyarin” diye bir talepte bulundunuz
mu? Mesela bunlan yapmak lazim.

Biitiin diger uluslararasi sozlesmelerde oldugu gibi Karadeniz Sozlesmelerinde de
toplantilara gézlemci olarak akredite STK’lar katilir ve Karadeniz'de de 80’li yillarin
ortasindan itibaren ¢ok ciddi bir koalisyon bi¢iminde hareket etme girigsimi oldu.

Sonradan Tiirkiye kanad1 zayifladi. Simdi ne durumda oldugunu bilmiyorum.
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Yiizmeyi Karadeniz'e akan ikizderede 6grendiginizi biliyorum. Bir de Akdeniz
asig1 bir Karadenizli oldugunuz sik¢a vurguluyorsunuz. Buradan anilar bahsine
gecebiliriz. Karadeniz'e iliskin goziiniizit kapatugimmizda aklimza gelen ilk
anmizdan bahseder misiniz?

N. A.: Gocukluguma iligkin ¢ok fazla amim yok gibi. Yiizmeyi ikizdere'de, babam
orada hiikiimet tabibi iken 6grendigimi varsayryorum. Giinkii ikizdere'de babam
ve biz ii¢ cocugunun derede mayoyla fotograflarimiz var. Ve ablamla, abimden
6grendigim babamin bize o suda ylizmeyi 6gretmeye calistigidir. Bu aninin ben ii¢
yasimdayken oldugunu saniyorum. Daha sonra Ikizdere’den dogruca Heybeliada'ya
tagindigimizi animsayorum. Muhtemelen gemiyle gittik ve Trabzon, Rize, [kizdere
yolculugunu saymazsak muhtemelen Karadeniz'i ilk kez orada gordiim. Ama
deniz deyince 6nce Marmara'yr hatirhyorum. Giinkii gercekten yiizebilmeye
Heybeliadada yasadigimiz dénemde 6grendim. Tabii benim solastalji hastasi
olmam ve cinnet gecirmem biraz da bundan. ilk Heybeliada’yr mahvettiler.
Babam sanatoryumda verem savas doktoruydu. Sanatoryum mahvedildi. Adanin
ormanlart mahvedildi. Marmara Denizi mahvedildi. ikizdere'ye en son gittigimde,
dereye ayagimi soktugumda su bilegime bile gelmedi. Ikizdere'yi mahvettiler.
Simdi gelecek nesillerin haklari ihlal ediliyor, gelecekleri ¢aliniyor deniyor. Ben
de, benim de ge¢misim c¢almiyor, ¢ocuklugum, anilarim c¢aliniyor diyorum. Bu
cok yikici bir sey. Iste solastalji hastaligi bu; evde olup evi 6zlemek. Benim evim

dedigim, biiytidiigiim, yasadigim bircok yer calimiyor.

Daha sonra yeniden Trabzon’a déndiik. llkokulu Trabzon'da okudum. Karadeniz'de,
Ganita'da yiizdiigiimii biliyorum. Uzunkumda, su anda dntinden sahil yolu gecen,
binalarin birinin 6niinde, bir kum plajda inanilmayacak kadar giizel kumlu bir
plajda, abimle ve arkadaglanyla yiizdigiimii biliyorum. Ganita, Trabzon'un
icindedir. Hala daha yiizen birileri vardir ama, ilkokul yaginda bir kiz cocugunun
yiizdtigii bir yer olmaktan cikali ¢ok oldu. Yani 1960’ yillarda kadinl erkekli
grup olarak Ganita'dan yiizdiigiimiizii biliyorum. Ilk yiizdiigiim yer olmasa bile,
ilkokulda yiizdiigiim bir yerdi Ganita. Hele Uzunkumda, o kumlarin iizerime nasil
bulastigini, koyun ne kadar sakin bir plaj oldugunu animsiyorum. $imdi orada bir
otel var. Zaman zaman gidip pencereden bakiyorum, ufukta gérityorum denizi.
Ciinkii artik sahil yolu geciyor. Insanlara sdyledigimde “burada kumlu koca bir plaj
mi vardi1?” diyorlar.
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Karadeniz'e simdi gittigimde denizle bir ilgim olmuyor. Trabzon havaalanindan
dogrudan koye, daga ¢ikiyorum. Biz Trabzon’un dag kismindaniz, yiiksek bir orman
ici alanda kéytimiiz. Giizel havalarda bulutlarim altindan Karadeniz’in bir ucunu
gorme imkéni var ama Trabzon'da ablamin evinde oturup Karadeniz’e baktigim
zaman denizi dehset verici bir binalagsmanin {izerinden {istelik bombog gormek
{iziintii verici. Iki, ii¢ tane balik¢inin gegtigini, ya da 40 yilda bir ancak bir geminin
gectigini gérmek... Oysa ben Trabzon'da ilkokula giderken abim Istanbul'da yatih
okuyordu. Cocuklugumun en heyecanli anilarindan biridir; Trabzon limanina,
Istanbul gemisi beklemeye gidip, abimin gemiden inecegi heyecaniyla gecirdigim
zamanlar. Abim her seferinde de “hadi bir gemiyi gostereyim size” der, bir tur
attirirdi. Cocuklar simdi ancak Titanik filminde falan goriiyorlar bir yolcu gemisini.
Oysa gayet makul fiyatlara insanlarin seyahat edebildigi, iyi yemekler yiyebildigi
bir ulagim, medeniyet araciydu. Bir otobiiste ya da ucakta sahit olamayacaginiz bir

farkli uygarlik anlayis: vardi o gemilerde.

Dogu Karadeniz'deki ¢evre sorunlarini siralamanizi istesem, ilk ii¢ sirada hangi

sorunlar soylersiniz?

N. A.: Karadeniz’de STKlarin dikkat ¢ektigi sorunlarin hicbirisi denize iliskin
degil. Hi¢ denizci bir STK yok. Karadeniz deniz ortaminin korunmasina iligkin
calisan bir STK olmamasi bir sorun. Ve Karadeniz'deki ilk ti¢ sorun ne olursa olsun
bunlarin denizle ilgisini kurmayan tiim toplumsal hareketler eksik. HES'lerle, yesil
yolla, yapilagmayla, termik santrallerle, niikleer santrallerle tabii ki karada biiyiik
bir yikim var. Hatta bunlarin bir kismi olgu olarak cevresel/ekolojik soykirim.
Cevresel/ekolojik soykirimin umarim hukuki kargilig1 da yakinda uluslararasi ceza
mahkemesinde kabul edilir diye tahmin ediyorum. Ama bunlarin higbirisinin
denizle ilgisini kurmamak bana ¢ok vahim geliyor. Mesela HES'lere karg: ¢ikarken
denizle baglantisi kurulmuyor. Biz mesela Akkuyuda, Akkuyunun Akdeniz
suyunu 1sitma durumunu ve Akdeniz deniz ortamina olasi etkilerinin yiiksek sesle
soylendigini goriiyoruz. Sinop’ta da anti-niikleer hareketin bunu zaman zaman
dile getirdigini goriiyoruz. Ama bu konuda Akdeniz'in bagka tilkelerindeki cevreci
STK'lar arasinda bir iletisim var. Karadeniz'de Sinop’la ilgili diger kiy: iilkelerinin

STK'lariyla boyle bir igbirligi olmamasi bir sorun.



Nesrin Algan ile Bir Deniz Olarak Karadeniz’e Bakmak

HESler Karadeniz deniz ortaminda, senin de vurguladigin, tath su girdisini
azaltmasi ve kiyi-deniz entegrasyonundaki ekolojik biitiinliigii bozmasi agisindan
cok dnemlidir. Ama denizle ilgisini kurmak konusundaki eksiklikler daha biiyiik
sorun O yiizden o tiir bir siralama yapamayacagim, ¢iinkii benim kalbim sizlere de

karik. Solastaljimin bir nedeni de STK'lardir, denizi gormeyen STKlar.

Deniz ekosistemi kiy1 dolgulariyla siirekli yikima ugratiliyor. Karadeniz'de sahil
yolundan dnce, Karadeniz Kiy1 Entegre Yonetim Plani ¢caligmalar yapildi. Burada
soOyle bir sorun var, bilim camiasi, bilim insani kendi arastirmasini yapiyor, kendi
mecralarinda yaymini yapiyor ve calismasini dosyasia koyuyor. O calisma
yaygilasmiyor. Bilgi olarak insanlara, STKlara ve alanin farkl disiplinlerinde
calisanlara ulagmiyor. Onun i¢in bir kopukluk var. Ama var bu bilgiler. Hatta
Istanbul'daki Karadeniz Sekreteryasmnin belli periyotlarla yayinladigi Karadeniz
Cevrenin Durumu raporlarinda var. Ciinkii bu Biikres Sozlesmesi ve Eki Protokoller
geregi, iilkeler ulusal uygulama raporlarini verir. Sekreterya onlarin sentezini yapar
ve yayinlar. Hatta STK olarak sizin ben akredite olup toplantilara gozlemci olarak

girmek istiyorum deme hakkiniz var. O yiizden bunlan bilip kullanmak lazim.

Simdi bu sorunlart siraladik va. Bu sorunlarin yerelde, giindelik hayatta bir
karsiligr olup olmadigimi da ben merak edivorum. Bir yandan cevap verdiniz
ashinda diisiiniince. STK’lar nezdinde bir karsihk yok, ama Dogu Karadeniz'de
vasamadigin icin gelip giden misafir olarak bakma halin ile gordiiklerin,
gozlemlediklerin nelerdir?. Cevre sorunlarma iliskin neler degismis gibi geliyor

sana? insanlar nasil yastyorlar giindelik hayatlarmi?

N. A.: Nasil betimlerim bilmiyorum. Bir tiir haliisinasyon mu desem? Herkes
bir seylerden bahsediyor aslinda. Mesela yapilan biitiin anketlerde yerelde
farkindaligin, duyarlihgin yiiksek bir orani var. Hatta bununla miicadele ve
bunun giderilmesi i¢cin maddi katki koyarim diyenlerin orani bile yiiksek. Ama
uygulamada hayat ekosistemlere yonelik aym yikicihgiyla devam ediyor. Cok
biiyiik bir hipokrasi bu. Bu arada kamu yonetiminin yereldeki temsilcilerinin bilgi
eksiklikleri de bunda énemli rol oynuyor. Belediyeler, valilikler, il mudirliikleri
vb. Ama ben burada yine denizden gitmek istiyorum. Dogu Karadeniz'de denizle
aramiza ¢ok biiyiik bir set ¢ektik. Baligindan bagka bildigimiz pek bir sey kalmadi
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gibi geliyor bana. Yani o sahil yolu yapilirken sayisiz taka karada kaldi. Simdi
diisiinsenize, denizle iligkisi boyle bir fiziksel engelle de koparilmis insanlarin
yasadig1 bir yorede, duyarli olmak farkinda olmak ve bununla ilgili haklan talep

etmek ne kadar gercekgi bir talep olur? Bilemiyorum.

Burada hepimize, bilimle ugrasan ve STK'larda goniillii caligan birisi olarak benim
gibi insanlara, ekoloji dernegi olarak sizlere is diisiiyor. Ama su ilging, biz seninle
kac senedir tamsiyoruz. {lk defa deniz konusuyoruz degil mi? Ciinkii denizci

degiliz. Vallahi Ozlem, bunu itiraf edelim, rahatlayalim.

Degiliz.

N. A.: Degiliz yani suya girip ¢ikiyoruz. Ben Karadeniz'de suya bile girmiyorum.
Daga ¢ikiyorum. Balik¢ilar seyrediyoruz. Ben olta mezgiti var mi diye soruyorum.
Ah, ufukla deniz birlesmis, ne hos olmus diyoruz. Karadeniz bugiin mavilegmis

diyoruz. Bununla bitiyor.

Peki aklimda kalan en carpici cevre hareketi imgesinden, sloganindan bahsedebilir
misin?

N. A.: Ben meslege biirokraside bagladigim giinden itibaren Greenpeace
International iiyesiyim. Simdi sen sdyleyince goziimde canlandirmaya caligtim.
Greenpeace’in  anti-niikleer hareketteki “Niikleere Hayir” sloganlari, “No”lu
stickerlan géziimiin 6niine geliyor. Bir de tabii SOS Mediterranee, SOS Black Sea
stickerlar uluslararasi arenadan aklima geliyor. Sevdigim bir slogan da sadece
cevre de degil her konuda kullanihiyor. Hatta benim ilk gordiigiim kullanim yeri
beyaz olmayan insanlara yonelik devlet teroriine iligkin bir mitingteydi. Yas: biraz
geckince bir kadin, beyaz saclariyla elinde bir pankart tutuyordu: “Bu yasta hala
bu boktan seyi protesto ettigime inanamiyorum” diyordu. Benim de en sevdigim

bu. Ve bunu ¢evre ile ilgili, Karadeniz'le ilgili de sdyleyebilirim.

Artik Dogu Karadeniz'de dogmus biiylimiis, 20 yas alt1 insanlarin, evden cikip
kiiciik bir sokag: gectikten sonra ayaklarini denize sokabileceklerine dair hi¢bir
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anilan yok. Bir siire sonra Marmara'nin bir 6lii deniz olmadig1 zamani da bilmeyen
insanlar yagayacak. Belki de bir siire sonra kadinlarin da insan oldugu ve temel
haklar oldugunu animsamayan, talep etmeyen insanlar olacak. Bu cok iiziicii ve

yikici bir geri gidis.

Bu arada ev gidiyor. Bu arada deniz 6lityor. Umarim benim 6mriim yetmez bunu
gormeye ama su anda yine 20’li yaglarinin altinda olanlar, Karadeniz'in Marmara
gibi oksijensiz bir 6lii alan oldugunu gorecekler. Ona gidiliyor hizla. $oyle
anlatmaya calisayim: suda yasayan, suyun disinda bogulan bir canhdir degil mi
balik? Artik suda boguluyor. Su anda Marmara baliklarinin ve gelecekte Karadeniz

baliklarinin basina gelmekte olan bu.

Eklemek istedigin bir sey var m1 hocam?

N. A.: Vallahi denize ¢ikin. Karadeniz Giinii var. Diinya Cevre Giinii var. Bir stirii
ozel giin var. Onlar vesile edin. illerinizdeki Cevre Sehircilik Il miidiirliiklerinden,
belediyelerden, Istanbul'daki Biikres Sekreteryas'ndan Karadeniz deniz
ortaminin korunmasi igin birlikte kampanyalar yapmak {izere taleplerde
bulunun. Ciinkii deniz bizim soludugumuz oksijenin %70’ine yakinimi saghyor.
Buket Uzuner diyor ya “hayat suda baglad: su bitince hayat bitecek” diye. Saka
degil bu yani, o sadece i¢tigimiz su degil. Gezegenin biiyiik bir yiizdesini olugturan
okyanus ve deniz alanlar iklim krizi, plastik ve ¢op kirliligi vs nedenlerle hizla
asitleniyor, oksijensizlegiyor. O oksijensizlesirse biz de oksijensizlesecegiz. O
yiizden Marmara'nin 6lmesi sadece bir denizin 6liimii degil. Karadeniz'in 6lmeye

baglamasi sadece Karadeniz'in 6lmeye baglamas: degil.

Eskiden insan tiirii yok olsa bile ekosistemler kendi kendilerini siirdiirebilir

diyorduk. Artik biliyoruz ki siirdiiremiyor, gezegenin sinirlar agiliyor!

Deniz kiyisiyla bir biitiin. Kiy1yr doldurursaniz denize zarar veriyorsunuz. Denize
zarar verirseniz kiyiya zarar veriyorsunuz. O yiizden bu biitiinliik i¢cinde, daha
farkh talepler ve eylemler gerekiyor. Su anda Akdeniz’e en fazla plastik kirliligi
Tiirkiye'den gidiyor. Plastik atik uluslararasi hukuka gore tehlikeli atik sayilir.
Tiirkiye bunu ithal ediyor. Ancak Tiirkiye'de cevre kanununda da tehlikeli atik
ithalati yasaktir yaziyor. Pastik, Basel Sozlesmesi'me gore tehlikeli attiktir fakat biz
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bunu ithal etmekle kalmiyoruz, bir de Akdeniz'e iliskin biitiin Birlesmis Milletler
raporlar en biiyiik plastik atik kirliliginin Tiirkiye'den geldigini soylityor. Simdi
diisiiniin ki, diger kiy1 tilkeleri Tiirkiye'yi dava etse uluslararasi mahkemelerde, bir
de bizim ortak vergilerimizden olusan milli biitcemizden ceza 6denecek. Yani onu

da sen beni 6deyecegiz. Béyle bir sarmalin da icindeyiz.

Cok tesekkiir ederim. Derneginizin denize ilgi duymasina ve beni davet etmenize.
Umarim bizi dinleyenler (okuyanlar) de stkilmadan ve benim karamsar oldugumu
diistinmeden dinlerler (okurlar). Ciinkii 35 senedir ugrasip “hala mi bu pisliklerle
ugrastyorum” diye kiziyorum ama ugragsmaya da devam ediyorum elbet. Ve

edecegim de 6mriim el verirse.

Hocam ben tesekkiir ederim. Koyu Yesil'de sizi agirlamak c¢ok keyifliydi. Biricik
bir hayat yasiyoruz baska hayatlarla kesisen. Bu yasadigimiz hayatt manal kilan
o kesisimler. Denizle kesisen yerde, baligm bogulmadan yasamini siirdiirebilmesi
bizim asli sorumlulugumuz. Bu yiizden Karadeniz'in kKiyisindaki bir dernek olarak
Karadeniz'i gormeye, sadece onu goérmeye degil, onu bilmeye de baslamanuz
gerektigini diisiindiigiimiiz bir yerdeyiz. Hem bize hem dinleyicilerimize
kattigimz her sey icin tesekkiirler. Aslinda Karadeniz'in deniz ortamni ¢ok iyi
bildiginiz, ve hem onun hem de Akdeniz, Marmara denizlerini de kapsayarak
titm denizlerin korunmasi icin vapugimiz her sey adina ¢ok tesekkiir ederim. Sizi
her dinledigimde, sordugunuz sorular ile 6grenciniz olarak dinleyiciniz olarak
tetikleniyorum ve bu tetikleme beni diisiinmedigimi diisiilmmeye sevk ediyor.
Eminim dinleyicilerimiz (okuyucularimiz) de boyle hissedeceklerdir. Tesekkiirler.
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Looking at the Black Sea as a Marine Environment

with Nesrin Algan

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we had an interview with Nesrin Algan about Gola, an
ecology association, on the coast of the Black Sea, where we turned to the Black

Sea as a marine environment.*

My dear Professor, we know that you know the seas well and today we will talk
to you about the Black Sca.

Nesrin Algan: Do I know the seas well? 'm not so sure about that anymore. Because
is there any other country like Turkey that has such enormous marine areas on
three sides and has turned its back on it and attributed different meanings to it?
I doubt it. It breaks my heart and saddens me so much... I see that in Turkey they
see the seas as a place where fishing is carried out with unscientific, wild methods
and where one can lie on the coast, get oiled and sunbathe. I even doubt that
they swim anymore, because many people I see in summer houses and on beaches
enter the water up to their necks and come out chatting among themselves. When
you go to a small sea country, you see dozens of sailboats, surfing, sea sports, etc.,

but we don't have much activity in that sense. There is no sea transportation at all.

My primary school years were spent in Trabzon. We used to travel from Trabzon

to Istanbul by ship. The encouragement of road transportation, and later air

1 This episode was podcasted on October 26, 2021.
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transportation, has closed this route as well. Imagine that hundreds of ships
can operate on the line from the Georgian border to the Syrian border with very
advanced, environment-friendly technologies. It can create the advantage of
being both environment-friendly and in the sea. But we do not have maritime
transportation. My conclusion is that Turkey is not interested in the sea. Neither
economically nor environmentally does it take the seas very seriously. As a person,
for example, when I talk to some fishermen or witness their conversations in one
way or another, when I hear a fisherman mention a dolphin fish, I feel like losing
my mind. A fisherman is in the sea and normally knows all the fish. How can he
call a mammal as a fish! The dolphin is not a fish and how do we not know that?
They call seals as fish. These creatures are not fish, they are mammals like us.
That's why I'm so troubled about the seas, I could complain like this for days.

The “we don’'t know” part is actually very relevant to us. For example, | am on the
coast of the Black Sea right now. I see the sea behind me, but I don’t know the Black
Sea as a marine environment. While preparing for the podcast, I realized that we
know Braudel's Mediterranean world very clearly, we are actually engaged in
many studies about it somehow or other, and I was confronted with the fact that
we do not have such a relationship with the Black Sea. In other words, very few
people outside this region actually know the Black Sea, and unfortunately, we do
not know the Black Sea as a marine environment within the region. Shall we do
a little Black Sea 101?

N. A.: Let’s do it. One of my students wrote her PhD thesis on environmental safety
in the Black Sea with me two years ago:*> Ayse Esin Bagkan. At the beginning of
her thesis, I asked Ayse to include mythological discourses about the Black Sea in
her thesis in order to overcome this lack of knowledge. It made sense. Since we are
more interested in Greek mythology and thinkers and there are more studies on
the Mediterranean, we know more about the Mediterranean. But we do not have
such knowledge about the Black Sea.

For example, they are surprised when we tell them about the changes in the name
of the Black Sea in the historical process. It was once called the sea of mystery and

2 Ayse Esin Baskan (2021) Karadeniz’'de Cevresel Glivenlik [Environmental Safety in the
Black Seal, Gece Kitapligi: Ankara.
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myths, Pontos Axeinos, Pontus Euxinus, the Sea of the Scythians, the Rough Sea, the
Byzantine Sea, the Slavic Sea, Bahri Saiyyat, Ahshena, the Dark Sea, the Inhospitable
Sea, the Hostile Sea. These names are also widely used concepts in mythology. So
why dark, inhospitable, hostile? Actually, these names are the descriptions of

people, the meanings they attribute to the Black Sea.

The Black Sea is a difficult sea, with oceanographic and hydrographic difficulties.
The fact that it does not like guests explains this very well. It is not easy for a
sailor who does not know the Black Sea to cope with the Black Sea. In this respect,
the way of description of the Black Sea in many Black Sea countries and western
languages is actually like ours. But I think the “black” here is not about being dark
in our language. I think, I want to think, that we say it like this because the north
is called black. Because for example, you and I were both born on the coast of the

Black Sea, we grew up there. And the Black Sea has never been hostile to me.

We are six countries on the shores of the Black Sea: Georgia, Russia, Ukraine,
Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey. 20 million of the population of these six littoral
states live on the Black Sea coast. More than 500 rivers carry water to this sea.
Therefore, we calculate the total water basin as 2 million square kilometers. The
surface area of the Black Sea, which is a semi-enclosed inland sea, is 459 km?
together with the Sea of Azov. But a water catchment basin of 2 million square
kilometers affects this sea. Thus, in addition to the 6 littoral states, 17 other
countries directly affect the Black Sea. Therefore, the Black Sea is a sea under

pressure from much more than its size and the inhabitants of its coasts.

Some call the Black Sea an inland sea, but the Black Sea is not an inland sea.
For it to be inland, it should not have any natural outlet like the Caspian Sea.
The Black Sea is a semi-inland sea. Its average depth is 1272 meters, the deepest
point north of Inebolu is 2212 m. It has a width of 1700 km from west to east and
250 to 600 km from north to south. The 26 important administrative units of
the 6 countries coasting on this sea: Istanbul, Odessa, Samsun, Trabzon, Ordu,
Sevastopol, Sochi, Constanta, Varna are on the Black Sea coast. The activities of
about 165 million people in 17 countries living in the interior of Europe and Asia
affect this sea. It has a catchment 5 times larger than its surface basin, which is
the main thing that makes the Black Sea fragile. Water replenishment through
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rivers and the Bosphorus takes 800 to 1,000 years. Here we better understand how
limited the water replenishment capacity of the Black Sea, which originates from
the Mediterranean, actually is. It has very serious environmental problems. It is a
difficult sea due to topography, currents, winds and the fact that its only natural
connection to the ocean system is through the Bosphorus, the Dardanelles and
the Sea of Marmara. The Black Sea has a small sub-regional sea: The Sea of Azov.
In addition, the Main, which joins the Rhine, was connected to the Danube by
an artificial canal in 1992, so that you can now use the waterway from the North
Sea to the Black Sea without interruption. I used to give the following example to
explain this: If you drop something in the Danube or the Rhine or anywhere in
the Main, it will hit the feet of the people sitting in Ortakdy. These are the general
characteristics of the Black Sea.

Nowadays, we started to associate the Black Sea with the climate crisis
and we started to hear in everyday conversations that it is in a process of
Mediterraneanization. What exactly is the process of Mediterraneanization of
the Black Sea?

N.A.:Isaid that the waters of the Black Sea are replenished only by the rivers flowing
into this sea and the currents coming from the Bosphorus and the Mediterranean
Sea. This would already lead to a Mediterraneanization in the west of the Black
Sea. But the Mediterraneanization you are talking about now is the warming of
the sea water due to the climate crisis. This summer the Black Sea was two degrees
warmer than the normal average. The impact of the climate crisis on the marine
environment, besides the warming of the seawater, is that invasive species that
we have not seen in the Black Sea before are moving here as new habitats. For
example, the Red Sea fish coming to the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal
and traveling to the Black Sea via Marmara is one of these problems. Apart from
the climate crisis, there were also problems caused by species alien to the Black
Sea, such as jellyfish, which are carried by ships’ ballast bilge water. But of course,
what is important here is that factors such as maritime transportation, industry,
agriculture, urbanization, tourism, fisheries, heavy metals, pesticides, domestic

wastewater, solid wastes, river discharges, and HEPPs that reduce the freshwater
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effect, independent of the climate crisis, lead to problems such as deoxygenation,
water pollution, loss of biodiversity, microbial contamination, decline in fisheries,

and coastal erosion in the Black Sea. The Black Sea is already a very special sea.

The most important feature of it is that there is no life below 150-200 meters, it is
a sea with a layer of hydrogen sulfide. So, there is no oxygen. The oxygen-free layer
is also rising. There are points in the Black Sea where the oxygen-free layer reaches
80 meters in places. With the warming of the sea due to the climate crisis, it is
thought that this hydrogen sulfide layer will expand further towards the surface.
Therefore, we have been saying for years that the Black Sea is not only becoming
Mediterraneanized but also going towards a rapid extinction when the climate
crisis is added to the factors that lead to the destruction and environmental
damage of the Black Sea as a result of many pollutants and misuse. With the
climate crisis, this destruction has increased even more.

One of the most well-known pressures is wild fishing methods. What do you
think about this?

N. A.: Actually, as technology and science and consciousness develop, it is a very
strange situation that fishing is becoming wild when the opposite should be the
case. Turkey catches the most fish in the Black Sea: 84%. By the way, maybe I should
give some information in terms of international law. There is no international
water in the Black Sea. The sovereignty of six countries is defined by exclusive
economic zone agreements. Therefore, the Black Sea is included in the national
borders of the six countries on its shores, just like the land territory. This includes
the surface of the sea, the bottom of the sea and the airspace. In the Black Sea, as
we see in other seas, there is no common area, no international water that belongs

to no one, that belongs to all countries, to all of humanity.

Turkey performs 84% of the fishing. Ukraine follows Turkey with 8%. There
is a huge difference. Therefore, Turkey is largely responsible for the wrong and
overfishing in the Black Sea. By the way, while there were 26 commercially
valuable fish species in the Black Sea 30 years ago, today this number has dropped

to 6. This situation is largely due to the pollution problems I have mentioned and
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wrong and excessive fishing. Now, if we add to this the warming of the sea due
to the climate crisis, invasive species and the loss of biodiversity that will result
from this, it will be seen that the Black Sea will go to extinction much faster in the
coming years. This is not a prophecy or pessimism, but a scientific observation. If
the number of fish caught has dropped from goo,000 tons to 100,000 tons, this is
a serious warning. Of course, it is not easy to understand: if we derive some part
of our income and food resources from the sea, how is it that we are cutting our
own throat with wrong methods and overfishing? I am afraid that policies based
on short-term profit and rent-seeking are seen not only in zoning violations and
atrocities on land, but also in the sea. This problem, caused by the decline of fish
species in the gos, was calculated as a loss of nearly 20 million dollars of income.
For example, tuna, mackerel and swordfish are now impossible. Sturgeon and
turbot have decreased so much, they are said to be disappearing. Even though this
situation is known, it is not something that I can think of to apply methods that

will lead to the destruction of these species.

For example, there are other inhabitants of the Black Sea besides us. Dolphins
from the mammal family. In the past, the Mediterranean Monk Seal also found a
habitat in the Black Sea. But for many years now, the Mediterranean Monk Seal
cannot live in the Black Sea. On average, more than 3000 dolphins die or are killed
in the Black Sea every year. One justification for this is that dolphins eat fish. This
is not scientifically correct. It is known how much fish a dolphin consumes on
average. Despite this, dolphins are deliberately killed like committing a murder.
However, ecosystems work in an orderly way. When certain links in that chain
break, the collapse of the system is inevitable. Moreover, with the climate crisis,
the process of Mediterraneanization of the Black Sea continues. For this reason, it
is seen that fish species such as conger, barracuda, and john dory are moving from

the Mediterranean to the Black Sea and expanding their spread.

We are experiencing a rapid process of destruction in the Black Sea with all the
factors of environmental destruction, but especially with the factors caused by
human beings as responsible. If we add to this the mucilage and similar threats
from the Marmara Sea to the Black Sea and from Canal Istanbul to the Black Sea,

we must say that the situation is not very favorable.
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I am very depressed right now. The death of Marmara is a situation that hits me
very hard. As someone who studies marine environmental politics, who has been
struggling with the protection of the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea for most
of her life, and who has labored with great happiness in all legal arrangements for

the protection of the Black Sea, I would not want to see this.

I hope we won't. The international agreements for the protection of the Black
Sea and the Bucharest Regime are very valuable for us. You also worked in the
background of this process. Maybe we can talk about this a little bit to get our
hopes up. Because I think we should not trust ourselves as individuals. It is very
clear how brutal we are as a species. But when we take part in a legal system that
will keep us together, I get a bit hopeful. What does this Bucharest Regime tell us
about the protection of the Black Sea from the dangers it is in?

N. A.: When I joined the Undersecretariat for Environment, I was given three files.
Two of these three subjects were the sea, to which Aydan Bulca Erim, the head of
my department, said “take your files”. One was the Mediterranean; one was the
Black Sea and one was the proposal of the Federal Republic of Germany to send
waste to Turkey. During the 14 years I worked there, I never left the Mediterranean,
but after the Black Sea regime was established, its responsibility, or rather its
coordination, passed to other friends I worked with. Because it was a very tiring
process. Negotiations continued from ‘84 to ‘g2. Meanwhile, the Soviet Union
disintegrated. I had the opportunity to follow Zhivkov’s Bulgaria, Ceausescu’s
Romania, Gorbachev’s and Yeltsin’s Soviet Union in their capitals. One of the
memories I always tell about the Black Sea took place during this process. One
day on the plane back to Moscow, we were invited to look out of our windows
by the pilot’s announcement: “We are experiencing a situation where you can
see the Black Sea as a whole,” the pilot said. This is one of the most striking and
unforgettable moments of my life. Standing on the coast of the Black Sea and
looking at an endless horizon, but not knowing where it begins and ends; on the
maps, the Black Sea is like a small lake, but when we stand on the edge of the sea
and look at it, we see it like an ocean; I had the opportunity to watch the whole

Black Sea from above, together with Azov, just like in the photographs and maps.
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But of course, the negotiations were a very tiring process. Soviet diplomats were
very tough and negotiators. It took 8 years to prepare the regime. First, we were
4 countries, then we increased to 6 countries and after the Bucharest Convention
on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution and the Additional Protocols
were signed. The national coordination task was passed to my friend Sema Acar.
When the Bucharest Regime was being established, this challenging process was
not only the difficulty of negotiations on marine protection. Imagine that you
negotiate with Ceausescu’s diplomats and agree on something, two months later
the regime changes. Then the Soviet Union disintegrates, the number of countries
changes and suddenly the negotiations start all over again with new partners.
That'’s why it was also difficult. But by the time the Bucharest regime was formed,

environmental policies in the world had shifted to a different channel.

It was now recognized worldwide that development and the environment were
inseparable and needed to be planned with a new understanding. I am referring
to the ‘92 Rio Summit’s adoption of sustainable development policies. In addition,
Turkey played aleading role in revising all the legal arrangements for the protection
of the Mediterranean Sea, and was the pioneer of an initiative that changed
the Mediterranean system in a way to incorporate development, participation,
precautionary principle, information sharing, environmental impact assessment
into the Convention on the Mediterranean Sea and its annexed protocols, and
to protect not only the sea but also the coasts along with the sea. But in the
Black Sea, a convention and protocol had to be made in accordance with an old

understanding of marine protection.

It was not possible to add coasts to the Black Sea. It took 8 years of negotiations.
Everyone was very tired, countries, regimes had changed... Environmental policies
changed, there was no diplomatic conjuncture to say let’s include coasts in this
marine protection convention, let’s include sustainable development, let’s include
strategic impact assessment, so the Bucharest Regime of the Black Sea was built to
protect only the marine area. In ‘94, the Bucharest Convention and its two protocols
came into force. The countries said, “let’s leave it to the new protocols, declarations
and strategic action plan to integrate the protection of the sea with its coasts’,
which Turkey proposed, “into the new policy principles and legal system”. And so,

it has been done. Some additions were made to the strategic action plan adopted
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for the rehabilitation of the Black Sea and to the Protocols on the Protection of
Landscape and Biodiversity in the Black Sea adopted later. Meanwhile, the United
Nations has a program for the protection of regional seas. The Mediterranean is
the first of these. The Black Sea Action Plan was not included in this program of
the United Nations, especially with the objections of first the Soviets and then the
Russian Federation. It was agreed to be carried out by a coordination unit to be
established in Istanbul, with Turkey assuming a significant part of the financial
and scientific burden. And this is the saddest thing of all.

Turkey tried for 8 years to have the coordination unit in Istanbul and succeeded.
In fact, the Secretariat worked in one of the Operations Pavilions of Dolmabahce
Palace for many years. Experts assigned by 6 coastal countries were coordinating
the execution and functioning of the International Convention for the Protection
of the Black Sea and its Additional Protocols and the Black Sea Action Plan adopted
as arequirement of this Convention from Dolmabahcge Palace, that is, from a point
where your feet touch the sea when you dangle your legs from the window, from
the gateway of the Black Sea to the Mediterranean. Unfortunately, in addition to
the weaknesses it had when the regime was established, it is not as successful as, for
example, the Mediterranean because it is not well coordinated. They are currently
working with a very small staff. Coordinators change periodically. A small team
of 2-3 people works in the secretariat. This team does not have the wide range of
facilities that the United Nations has when coordinating in the Mediterranean,
the Caribbean or other areas. For example, I can follow all developments related to
the Mediterranean on a daily basis via the internet, the coordination unit of which
is in Athens. There is no problem in my access to information. When I go to the
website of the Black Sea Action Plan, I see a system that is not renewed even every
two or three years. A Secretariat that cannot fulfill its own function cannot carry
out a better diplomacy of guiding the contracting parties and reminding them of
their duties like a secretariat of the United Nations. When the littoral states have a
very negative attitude towards compliance with the convention and its protocols
and action plan that they have accepted, it seems that even the advantages of the

Bucharest Regime are useless for the protection of the Black Sea.

Turkey’s environmental legislation is not bad. Dozens of environmental

conventions to which it is a party are included in this legislation, but as we know,
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there is no implementation. The same is true for the Black Sea. Despite these
weaknesses, lack of coordination and diplomacy, the existing legislation and
action goals are actually capable of serving the protection of the Black Sea. But
states are not doing it. After Bulgaria and Romania became EU members, we are
witnessing a slightly different attitude with other opportunities they have. The
European Union is party to the protection of the Mediterranean but not the Black
Sea. A non-coastal country or a supranational organization cannot be a party
to the Convention. But the European Union, through Romania and Bulgaria, is
trying to have a say on the Black Sea and impose its own criteria. I am willing to
accept the influence and pressure of the European Union for the protection of the
Black Sea, but it is also weak in this regard. There is already another international
tension in the Black Sea between Ukraine, Crimea, Georgia, Russia.? Therefore,
with a heavy heart, I can say that the legal and political will for the protection of
the Black Sea has already lost the momentum and effectiveness it had in ‘94 when

this regime was established and came into force.

It seems like we are in a regime where our gains are going nowhere.

N. A.: But Ozlem, here’s the thing, I've been saying the same thing to the NGOs
in the Mediterranean. Now, through you, I would like to renew the same call to
the NGOs in the Black Sea region. Some policies regarding the region are being
challenged, lawsuits are being filed. But in none of these cases do they claim
that they are contrary to the Bucharest Convention and its Additional Protocols.
NGOs should put pressure on governments to implement these conventions and
additional protocols. For example, they sued the EIA report of Canal Istanbul. I
want to draw attention to the nuance. In the lawsuit, they listed the names of
international conventions that would be violated if Canal Istanbul is built. However,
the objection should have been that these violations had already been committed
during the EIA process, not if Canal Istanbul was built! Canal Istanbul’s EIA was
conducted in violation of three international conventions. One of them is the
Bucharest Convention, one is the ACCOBAMS Convention on marine mammals,

and one is the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. I have repeatedly told my friends

3 The interview was conducted before the war between Ukraine and Russia.
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who objected to this EIA to use in court that the procedures for conducting the
EIA are in violation of the conventions. The annex to the Bucharest Convention,
the Biodiversity Protocol, states that “if an activity that will affect biodiversity is to
be carried out in the Black Sea, a transboundary EIA is first carried out according

to criteria to be determined jointly by six countries.” Canal Istanbul’s EIA is not
like this.

The ACCOBAMS convention on marine mammals states: “A transboundary ETA
shall be conducted to investigate the impact on marine mammals in terms of
noise.” Let alone the NGOs' failure to raise allegations of violation of the Bucharest
Convention and its Additional Protocols, even the scientific community and
academics objected only to the construction of the canal while objecting to the
EIA of Canal Istanbul. In fact, it should have been stated from the very beginning
that the preparation and functioning of the EIA was in violation of international
law. But they did not even take this into their files. The main reason for this is that
we in Turkey are not interested in the international conventions which we are party
to on the environment. We don’t have much knowledge about it. Moreover, not
only the convention itself, but also the decisions taken by the plenipotentiaries of
the state parties every year or every two years are binding. No one says that these
are contrary to these decisions or even knows about them. I am sure that even in
the bureaucracy, this only makes sense for those who went to that meeting. The
Bucharest Convention, the United Nations Convention on Biodiversity, the United
Nations Convention on Desertification, the MARPOL Convention on Marine
Pollution from Ships and the like are as effective as the Istanbul Convention is
in protecting us, protecting women, protecting children. However, neither the
scientific community nor the bureaucracy nor the public administration, and
unfortunately not even NGOs pay attention to them. For example, I am the author
of the texts of some of the protocols on the protection of the Black Sea, which
have become official almost without a comma being changed. And it is a very
nice thing to see a draft written by a bureaucrat being adopted first in her own
country and then in other countries. Now, when people talk about certain policy
principles or legal rules, I smile. I think of my struggle and effort to get them into
those texts. I am sorry that they remain unfulfilled. I can’t even be proud that I

made it possible for some of them to be included in these texts. Of course I did
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it on behalf of Turkey, not for myself. But I cannot be proud of that because they
remain on paper. It does not serve any purpose. We need the rule of law and we

need to demand our rights.

I will open a parenthesis. Yesterday, for the first time, the United Nations
Human Rights Council recognized the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable
environment as a human right. And then a special rapporteur was appointed for
the climate crisis. We took this as a little good news in the Gola’s office. We have
a small book club. When we were talking there, we said “we can write this in our
next HEPP objection petition.” Maybe this happened because this development
seemed a bit more understandable. Maybe it is also a situation of not knowing
and not understanding about environmental agreements.

N. A.: But our lawyers have the same inadequacy. The lawyer needs to know
this. Because many Law Faculties teach environmental law to their graduates.
There are dozens of people like me working on these issues and most of us are
volunteers. For example, I cannot teach an NGO the Bucharest Convention and
its Additional Protocols and all the decisions taken by governments in accordance
with them. Because I am not familiar with all of them. I don’t know much about
land-based pollutants, but I understand emergency situations. But there are those
who understand land-based pollutants. There are those who understand and
know about biodiversity. Training programs can be organized to cover them as
well. I don’t think academics like me will have a special demand. If you invite us,
we tell you about it. Sometimes they call from some NGOs and ask, “We are going
to file such a lawsuit, is there anything missing in our file?” If there is something
missing in terms of international environmental law and I know about it, I have
it added. There are cases we have won like this. Even things like this happen. We
add something to that file. The Ministry of Environment says in its defense that it
is not true. We put the international document in the file, and the ministry learns
about it. For example, Phaselis is on the list of 100 Historical Sites of Common
Importance in the Mediterranean. When we presented this to the court, the
Ministry of Environment said “we did not find such data in our records”. So, we

added the records of the United Nations Environment Program and it was proven.
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When we talked about the Bucharest Regime and our state of ignorance, it
reminded me that when the Black Sea coastal road was being built, Turkey had
a very serious intervention in both the Black Sea and the coast. Was there no
provision for this in the Bucharest Regime? Because the coastline changed. There
is also the issue of HEPPs and environmental flow. Was the issue of environmental
flow addressed not only for the river valley but also because it carries fresh water
to the sea?

N. A.: But it’s not just us, they all do it. Think of it like this, almost all of the
countries other than us have the Mediterranean and Black Sea coasts. They have
enormous tourism investments. Those are their warmest backyards. They have
a much more serious tourism movement than us and yet they have very serious
handicaps in terms of pollution. Maybe it happened before the Bucharest Regime
was established, but let’s take Chernobyl for example. Considering the effects of
Chernobyl on the Black Sea marine environment, the dumping of used military
ammunition into the Black Sea after the Second World War, mines, etc., it is seen
that no one is free from sinfulness, no one is blameless. What surprises me the
most about this is that no one has raised a voice. Of course, I do not mean only the
leaders of the 6 countries. For example, the observer participants of the Black Sea
Action Plan are Black Sea NGOs. They have a coalition and NGOs are accredited
to attend these intergovernmental meetings. Does your association have a
relationship with them, does it participate in these meetings? Or have you ever
made a petition to the Coordination Center in Istanbul, saying “there are practices
that are in violation of this Convention, warn the governments about this”? For
example, we need to do these things.

In the Black Sea Conventions, as in all other international conventions, accredited
NGOs attend the meetings as observers, and in the Black Sea, there was a very
serious attempt to act as a coalition since the mid-8os. Later on, the Turkish wing

weakened. I don’t know how it is now.

I know that you learned to swim in ikizdere, which flows into the Black Sea. You
also frequently emphasize that you are a native of the Black Sea who is a lover

of the Mediterranean. From here we can move on o memories. Can you tell us
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about the first memory of the Black Sea that comes to your mind when you close

your cyes?

N. A.: I don't seem to have many memories of my childhood. I assume that I
learned to swim in ikizdere when my father was the government physician there,
because there are photos of my father and us three children in swimsuits in the
stream in [kizdere. And what I learned from my sister and brother is that my father
tried to teach us how to swim in that water. I think this memory happened when
I was three years old. Then I remember that we moved directly from ikizdere to
Heybeliada. We possibly went by ship and that was probably the first time I saw
the Black Sea, not counting the trip to Trabzon, Rize and ikizdere. But when I think
of the sea, I remember Marmara first, because I really learned to swim when we
lived in Heybeliada. Of course, the fact that I suffer from solastalgia and go mad is
partly because of this. They ruined Heybeliada first. My father was a tuberculosis
doctor at the sanatorium. The sanatorium was destroyed. The island’s forests were
destroyed. The Marmara Sea was destroyed. The last time I went to Ikizdere, when
I put my foot in the stream, the water didn’t even reach my ankle. They destroyed
Ikizdere. Now it is said that the rights of future generations are being violated,
their future is being stolen. I say, my past is being stolen, my childhood, my
memories are being stolen. This is something very destructive. This is the disease
of solastalgia; being at home and missing home. Many places that I call home,

where I grew up, where I lived are being stolen.

Then we went back to Trabzon. I went to primary school in Trabzon. I know that
I swam in Ganita on the Black Sea. I know that I swam with my brother and his
friends on an unbelievably beautiful sandy beach in Uzunkum, in front of one of
the buildings in front of which the coastal road now runs. Ganita is inside Trabzon.
There are still some people who swim there, but it has long since ceased to be a
place where a primary school-aged girl can swim. I mean, I know that in the 1960s
we swam in Ganita as a group of men and women. Even if it wasn't the first place
I swam, Ganita was a place I swam in primary school. Especially in Uzunkum, I
remember how the sand was all over me and how peaceful the beach was. Now
there is a hotel there. From time to time, I go and look out the window and see the
sea on the horizon. Because now there is a coastal road. When I tell people, they
surprise, “Was there a big beach with sand here?”
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When I go to the Black Sea now, I have nothing to do with the sea. I go straight from
Trabzon airport to the village, to the mountain. We are from the mountain part of
Trabzon; our village is in a high forest area. In good weather it is possible to see one
end of the Black Sea from under the clouds, but when I sit in my sister’s house in
Trabzon and look at the Black Sea, it is sad to see the sea over a horrible building
and empty. To see two or three fishermen passing by, or a ship passing seldomly...
Whereas when I was going to primary school in Trabzon, my brother was studying
boarding in Istanbul. One of the most exciting memories of my childhood was
going to Trabzon harbor to wait for the Istanbul ship and being excited for my
brother to get off the ship. Every time, my brother would say, “Let me show you the
ship” and take us for a tour. Nowadays, children only see a cruise ship in the movie
Titanic. However, it was a means of transportation and civilization where people
could travel at very reasonable prices and eat good food. There was a different
understanding of civilization on those ships that you cannot witness on a bus or

an airplane.

If I ask you to list the environmental problems in the Fastern Black Sea region,
which problems would you rank in the top three?

N. A.: None of the problems that NGOs in the Black Sea draw attention to are
related to the sea. There is no NGO for the sea. It is a problem that there is no NGO
struggling for the protection of the Black Sea marine environment. And whatever
the first three problems in the Black Sea are, all social movements that do not
relate them to the sea are incomplete. Of course, there is a great destruction on
land with hydroelectric power plants, green roads, construction, thermal power
plants, nuclear power plants. Some of these are even environmental/ecological
genocide as a phenomenon. I hope that the legal equivalent of environmental/
ecological genocide will soon be recognized by the international criminal court.
But it seems very tragic to me that none of these are connected to the sea. For
example, when opposing HEPPs, the connection with the sea is not established.
In Akkuyu, for example, we see that Akkuyu’s heating of the Mediterranean water
and its possible impacts on the Mediterranean marine environment are loudly

spoken about. In Sinop, we see the anti-nuclear movement raising this issue from
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time to time. But there is a communication between environmental NGOs in other
countries in the Mediterranean on this issue. The lack of such cooperation with

NGOs in other coastal countries in the Black Sea regarding Sinop is a problem.

HEPPs are very important in the Black Sea marine environment, as you
emphasized, in terms of reducing freshwater input and disrupting the ecological
unity of coastal-sea integration. But the lack of connection to the sea is a bigger
problem, so I cannot rank them in that order, because I am heartbroken with you
as well. One of the reasons for my solastalgia is NGOs, NGOs that do not see the
sea.

The marine ecosystem is constantly being destroyed by coastal fillings. Before
the coastal road in the Black Sea, there was a Black Sea Coastal Integrated
Management Plan. The problem here is that the scientific community, scientists
conduct their own research, publish through their own channels and put their
studies in their files. That study is not popularized. It does not reach people, NGOs
and those working in different disciplines of the field as knowledge. Therefore,
there is a disconnection. But this knowledge exists. It is even included in the
Black Sea State of the Environment reports published periodically by the Black
Sea Secretariat in Istanbul. Because as part of the Bucharest Convention and its
Additional Protocols, countries submit their national implementation reports.
The Secretariat synthesizes and publishes them. As an NGO, you even have the
right to say that you want to be accredited and attend the meetings as an observer.

Therefore, we need to know and use these.

Now that we have listed these problems. I am also wondering whether these
problems have an equivalent in local, daily life. On the one hand, you have given
an answer, actually, when I think about it. There is no reaction from NGOs, but
since you don't live in the Fastern Black Sea region, what are the things you see
and observe as a guest coming and going. What do you feel has changed regarding

environmental problems? How do people conduct their daily lives?

N. A.: I don’t know how to describe it, I don’t know if it’s a kind of hallucination,

everyone is talking about something. For example, in all the surveys conducted,
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there is a high rate of local awareness and sensitivity. There is even a high rate
of people who say they would make a financial contribution to combat and
eliminate this. But in practice, life continues with the same destructiveness
towards ecosystems. This is a huge hypocrisy. Meanwhile, the lack of knowledge
of local representatives of public administration also plays an important role in
this. Municipalities, governorships, provincial directorates, etc. But here I want to
refer to the sea again. In the Eastern Black Sea region, we have built a huge barrier
between us and the sea. It seems to me that there is not much left that we know
other than its fish. I mean, while that coastal road was being built, countless boats
were left on land. Now imagine, in a region where people’s relationship with the
sea has been cut off by such a physical barrier, how realistic would it be to be

sensitive, to be aware and to demand rights related to this? I don’t know.

We all have a responsibility here, people like me as someone who is engaged in
science and volunteers in NGOs, and you as an ecological association. But it’s
interesting, we've known each other for many years and this is the first time we
are talking about the sea, right? Because we are not sea-people. Well, let’s admit
it, let’s relax.

We are not.

N. A.: No,  mean we just get in and out of the water. I don't even get in the water
in the Black Sea. I go up the mountain. We watch the fishermen. I ask if there is
haddock on the fishing rod. We say, oh, the horizon and the sea have merged, how
nice. We say the Black Sea is blue today. It ends with this.

Well, can you tell us about the most striking image or slogan of the environmental
movement that you remember?

N. A.:Thave been a member of Greenpeace International since I started my career
in the bureaucracy. Now that you mentioned it, I tried to visualize it. Greenpeace’s
“No to Nuclear” slogans and stickers with “No” in the anti-nuclear movement come

to my mind. And of course, “SOS Mediterranean”, “SOS Black Sea” stickers from the

143



144

Dark Green: Conversations on Eastern Black Sea Environmental Problems

international arena come to mind. Another slogan I like is used not only for the
environment but for everything. In fact, the first time I saw it used was at a rally
about state terrorism against colored people. A slightly older woman with white
hair was holding a banner: “I can’t believe I'm still protesting this shit at this age.”
That'’s my favorite one too. And I can also say that about the environment, about
the Black Sea.

People under the age of 20 who were born and raised in the Eastern Black Sea
no longer have any memory of being able to put their feet in the sea after leaving
home and crossing a small street. After a while, there will be people who do not
know the times that Marmara was not a dead sea. Maybe after a while there will
be people who do not remember or demand that women are human beings and

have basic rights. This is a very sad and destructive regression.

Meanwhile the home is dying. Meanwhile the sea is dying. I hope my life is not
enough to see this, but those who are still in their 20s will see that the Black Sea is
an oxygen-free dead zone like Marmara. It is rapidly moving towards that. Let me
try to explain it this way: fish is a creature that lives in water and drowns outside
the water, right? Now it is drowning in the water. This is what is happening to the
Marmara fish now and to the Black Sea fish in the future.

Is there anything you want to add?

N. A.: In truth, go to the sea. There is Black Sea Day. There is World Environment
Day. There are many special days. Use them as an occasion. Make requests to the
Provincial Directorates of Environment and Urbanization in your provinces, to
the municipalities, to the Bucharest Secretariat in Istanbul to campaign together
for the protection of the Black Sea marine environment. Because the sea provides
nearly 70% of the oxygen we breathe. As Buket Uzuner says, ‘life began in water
and when the water runs out, life will end”. This is not a joke; it is not just the
water we drink. The oceans and sea areas, which make up a large percentage of
the planet, are rapidly acidifying and deoxygenating due to climate crisis, plastic
and garbage pollution, etc. If it becomes deoxygenated, we will also become
deoxygenated. Therefore, the death of Marmara is not just the death of a sea.
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When the Black Sea starts to die, it is not only the Black Sea that starts to die.

We used to say that ecosystems could sustain themselves even if the human
species disappeared. Now we know that they cannot, the limits of the planet are
being exceeded!

The sea is a unity with its shore. If you fill the coast, you harm the sea. If you
harm the sea, you harm the coast. Therefore, within this integrity, different
demands and actions are needed. Currently, the most plastic pollution going into
the Mediterranean Sea comes from Turkey. Plastic waste is considered hazardous
waste according to international law. Turkey imports it. However, Turkey’s
environmental law prohibits the import of hazardous waste. Plastic is a hazardous
waste according to the Basel Convention, but not only do we import it, but all
United Nations reports on the Mediterranean Sea say that the biggest plastic waste
pollution comes from Turkey. Now imagine that if other coastal countries sue
Turkey in international courts, a fine will be paid from our national budget, which
is made up of our collective taxes. So, you and I will pay that too. We are in such a

vicious cycle.

Thank you very much that your association is interested in the sea and that you
invited me. I hope that those who listen (read) us will listen (read) without getting
bored and without thinking that I am pessimistic. Because I have been struggling
for 35 years and I get angry because “I am still dealing with this shit”, but of course
I continue to struggle. And I will continue to do so if my life enables me.

Thank you very much. It was a great pleasure to host you at Koyu Yesil. We live a
unique life that intersects with other lives. It is these intersections that make this
life meaningful. At the intersection with the sea, it is our primary responsibility
to ensure that the fish can survive without drowning. Therefore, as an association
on the coast of the Black Sca, we are at a place where we think we need to start
seeing the Black Sea, not only secing it, but also knowing it. Thank you for
everything you have contributed to us and our audience. In fact, thank you very
much for knowing the marine environment of the Black Sea very well, and for

everything you do for the protection of the Black Sea and all the seas, including
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the Mediterrancan and Marmara Seas. Every time I listen to you, I am triggered
as your student and listener by the questions you ask, and this triggering leads
me to think what I have not thought. I am sure our listeners (readers) will feel the
same way. Thank you very much.



Ugur Biryol ile Yesil Yol ve Dogu Karadeniz'de

Vahsi Yayla Turizmi ve Alternatifleri

Bu boliimde* sevgili Ugur Biryol ile Dogu Karadeniz yaylalari, Yesil Yol ve turizm
tizerine soylestik.

Yerelin hikayelerinin hem iyi bir anlaticisi hem de yereli dogru anlatmayi dert
edinen iiretken bir gazeteci, arastirmaci yazar ve aym zamanda turist rehberi
olan Ugur Biryol ile Yesil Yol'u merkeze alan bir soylesi gerceklestirecegiz.> Sevgili
Ugur, hos geldiniz.

Ugur Biryol: Hog bulduk. Cok tesekkiir ederim. Bu tip yayinlarda genellikle girizgah
kisimlar1 beni biraz zorluyor. Kendimi ¢ok iyi anlatmayi bilen bir insan degilim.
Diizenledigim turlarda insanlar benim kim oldugumu aslinda son giin anlhyor. 1
hafta boyunca birlikte gezerken, ben Gaziantepliyim, turist rehberi olarak geldim
yerlestim diye anlatiyorum. Son giin kitabevine girdigimiz zaman Karadenizli
oldugum anlagiliyor. Karadeniz konusu bizler i¢in bile aslinda ¢ok anlagilabilir
bir konu degilken digaridaki insanlar yadirgamiyorum. Kiiltiirii, sosyolojisi,

sanati, sporu ve daha bircok baglamu ile cok katmanli bir mesele Karadeniz. Keza

1 Bu b6liim 12 Kasim 2021’de yayinlanmistir.

2 ileri okumalar igin Ugur Biryol’un yayinlanmis eserleri arasinda Gurbet Pastasi Hemsinliler,
Gog ve Pastacilik (2020, iletisim Yayinlari: istanbul, 7. Baski), Kazim’in Sevdasi Kazimisi
Oropa (2015, iletisim Yayinlari: istanbul), Karadeniz’in Kaybolan Kimligi (2014, iletisim
Yayinlari, istanbul) ve Karardi Karadeniz (2012, iletisim Yayinlari, istanbul) bulunuyor.
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Karadeniz'i yagamak ve anlatmakta apayr seyler. 13 yildir bu bélgede yasiyorum
ve ayni zamanda buraliyim. Okul, is hayati vb. siireclerde de Karadeniz ile bagim

hic kopmadi.

Karadeniz ¢ok miidahaleciligin oldugu bir yer. Kitap, miizik, sinema filmi, dizi
film gibi kiiltiirel veya sanatsal bir iiretim yaptiginizda ¢ok fazla miidahale ile
kargilasiyorsunuz. Ciinkii herkes Karadeniz'i ya ¢ok biliyor ya da ¢ok bildigini
iddia ediyor. Dolayisiyla da insanlar iiretim yaparken sekteye ugruyor. Bu konu
basliklarindan biri de ekoloji. Aslinda Golanin da uzun yillardir yapmis oldugu
ve maalesef son yillarda cesitli sebeplerden dolay1 yapilmayan Yesil Yayla
Festivali'nde, ki ¢ok severim, tematik olarak dogayla insanin biitiinlesmesinden
kaynaklanan ¢ok giizel yasam formlar 6gretilmeye calisildi. Benim gonliimden
gecen festivale imkanlar dahilinde milyonlarca insanin katilmasi idi. Ciinkii
gercekten cok 6zel deneyimlerdi. Bugiinden baktigimizda ¢aginin cok ilerisinde
hareketlerdi. Dolayisiyla da Golanmn durdugu yeri, yapmig oldugu calismalar
cok dnemsiyorum. Iyi ki béyle bir hareket dogmus Karadeniz'den. Temennim bu

hareketlerin daha fazla olmasi, ¢cogalmasidir.

Sohbetimizin can yakici konusu ise Yesil Yol. Yesil Yol meselesi ile 2013 yilinda,
burada Camlihemginde muhtarlik yapan eski Zuga muhtari Abdurrahman
Aydin'in, o da Gola dostlarindandir, bana bir giin telefon agmasiyla karsilagtim.
Abdurrahman “Cayeli Venekdere tarafiyla Bodol koyii arasinda bir yol caligmasi
oldugunu, ama kendisinin bu calismay1 pek anlamlandiramadigini” séyledi. O
sirada Ozcan Yiiksek, 0 zaman Atlas dergisindeydi ve Selcen Kiigiikiistel buradaydi.
Onlarla beraber atlayip gittik ne yapiyor bu adamlar diye bakmaya. Bir anlamda
yolu denetlemeye gittik. Sonra bu caligmanin aslinda Yegil Yol ¢alismasinin

baslangici oldugunu 6grendik.

Sonra Ozcan bana bunu yazmalisin dedi. Ve sanirim resmi olarak ulusal basinda
Yesil Yol'un ilk ne olduguna iligkin yaziy1 ben yazmig oldum. Internette ¢ok fazla
bilgi yoktu o sirada. Dénemin bakanlarindan Faruk Ozak'm Yesil Yol'un nasil
olabilecegine, tamamlanabilecegine dair bir takim temenniler ve agiklamalan
vard1. Sonra nasil yikic1 bir proje oldugu yavas yavas giin yiiziine ¢ikmaya basladi.
Proje Kackarlar Bolgesine gelip dayandiginda artik biitiin kamuoyu Yesil Yol'un ne

oldugunu 6grenmisti.
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Yesil Yol projesivle ilgili “vaylalar birbirine baglanacak” gibi sloganvari mansetler

cikmustr. Peki gercekten yaylalar birbirine bu sekilde baglanabilir mi?

U. B.: Yaylalar zaten birbirine kalben bagliydi. Bunun i¢in ekstra bir yol calismasina
hic gerek yoktu. Hemsinlilerde de Lazlarda da yaylalar ve yayla kiiltiirleri kendi
yasanmigliklar tizerinden anlaml ve degerli zaten. Bunun icin ekstra bir caligma
yapmaya gerek yok. Eskiler cok giizel bir kiiltiir birakmuslar ve o kiiltiiriin devami
olarak bizim yapabilecegimiz, onun iizerine bir sey koyabilmekti, yikici bir sekilde
tahrip etmek degildi. Bizim zaten karg1 ¢ikis yaptigimiz noktamiz buydu. 150-200
yil 6nce, belki ¢cok daha evvelinden, kurulmus, kadim halklardan kalmis olan
yaylacilik kiiltiiriinii, birkag tane kendini bilmez yiiziinden yok edecek degildik.
Buna imkén tanimayacaktik. Bunun i¢in de bir miicadele vermeye caligtik. Orada
yapilan calisma o zamanki imkansizliklan diisiindiigiimiiz zaman cok degerli,
cok kiymetli hale geliyor. Sanatsal ve kiiltiirel degeri de ¢ok yiiksekti. Zira sadece
hayvancilik temelli bir yaylacilik degil de ayn1 zamanda bir sanat ve kiiltiir iiretimi
olarak da yaylaciliga bakmak gerekir. Mesela mimariye baktigimizda cografyasina
gore kesme tag evleri ya da o giizelim ahsap evleri gorebilirsiniz. Kirsal mimari
bize orada var olan kiiltiirii gosterir. O kiiltiiriin de korunmas: gerekir. Oradaki
floranin, canl yasaminin biitiiniiyle korunmas: gerekir. Biz projeye bu temel

tizerinden yaklastik.

Yesil Yol'un yaylalar1 birbirine baglama calismasi olarak lanse edilmesinin en
onemli sebeplerinden biri ulagim. Karadeniz'de ulagim 6nemli bir mevzudur ve
evet, insanlarin yaylalarina ulagmasi gerekir. Bana gore sozde “turizmi gelistirmek”
admna yapilan bu projenin arka planinda var olan “biz bu yaylalar1 birbirine
baglarsak 6nemli bir bir hamle yapmig oluruz” diisiincesiydi. Oysa temel olarak
Kagkarlar bolgesindeki yaylalarin %80’ine, Kavrun Yaylasi, Pokut Yaylasi, Sal
Yaylasi, Elevit Yaylasi gibi belli baghi yaylalara, zaten bir ara¢ yolu yapilmigti. Biittin
bu yaylalar birbirine baglamanin bir anlamui yok ki! Bir anlamda fantezi diizeyinde
kalacak. Samsun'dan hangi maceraperest 4x4 dahi olsa dahi, araciyla girip “ben bir
gideyim Sarp’a kadar” diyebilir? Buranin Karadeniz oldugu gerceginin, cografyanin
kendisinin goz 6niinde bulundurulmamis oldugu agikar. Ciinkii burada insanlarin

her kosulda magduriyet yasayabilecegi gercegi goz ard1 edilmis.
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Bu durum bana refleksif olarak sunu gosteriyor; sahili dolduralim, Karadeniz
Sahil Yolu'nu yapalim sonra 3-5'te bina konduralim ve bunun adi gelisim olsun
goriisiiniin ne kadar yaygin oldugunu goriiyorum. Yaylalarin temel olarak boyle bir
seye ihtiyaci yoktu zaten. Eger turizm baglaminda bir ilerlemeden bahsedeceksek
onemli olan yaylalan orijinaliyle koruyup insanlara sunabilmektir. Bu kadar
biitceye Uludag'da oldugu gibi teleferikler yapilabilirdi. Cok daha az hasarla
tahribatin 6niine gecilmis olurdu. Ciinkii burada 1skaladiklar1 temel bir ey var.
Yaylalarda, biiyiik oranda iist kotta yani 2500 metre kotunda, alpin cayirlar var.
Bu alpin cayirlan boldiigiintiz zaman, asagidaki orman tabakasini da dldiirmiis
oluyorsunuz. Ciinkii o dag silsilesi yukaridan agagiya bir beslenme zinciri
icerisinde. Siz ekosistemin bir noktasin1 bozdugunuzda hem su kaynaklarin
bozmus hem de o beslenme zinciri igerisindeki orman ortiisiine giden hayat
damarlarin kesmis oluyorsunuz. Yesil Yol ile tam olarak yaptiklan sey bu oldu.
Sonra tipki Artvin'deki baraj ingaatlar gibi gelisigiizel agilan bu yollarin bir sonucu

olarak iklimsel degisimler karsimiza gikt1.

Bir roportajimzda “mevcut bir yolun bakim ve onarmum yapmaktansa c¢ok
daha biiyiik bir harcama vaparak veni bir vol acmay1 deniyorlar” demistiniz.
Bu perspektiften bakmca ashnda kamu kaynaklarinm pervasizca kullanildigin
goriiyoruz. Bunun biraz yesil kapitalizm gibi, “washing green” minvalinde, basina
vesilin konuldugu siirdiiriilebilirlik iddias1 tasiyan turizm adma vapildigim
goriiyoruz. Bu baglamda yol ve turizmi birlestirmek miimkiin mii? Ciinkii bu
vol meselesinin bolgede hala bir karsihigr var. Peki turizm ile yolu yan vana
getirdigimizde de bolgede anlamh bir karsihgr var ni?

U. B.: Zaten ismi cok komik. Yesili yok eden bir projenin adina Yesil Yol demek
gercekten ¢ok ironik. Turizm baglaminda degerlendirildiginde 6n plana alinan
ulasimi  kolaylastirmak. Ulasimi kolaylastirdigimizda lojistigi de saglamis
oluyorsunuz. Yasadaki birtakim bogluklarla, baz1 yapilagsmalarin da 6nii a¢ilmig
oluyor. Aslinda devlet burada yasayan vatandaslara tasarruf hakki vermeden,
bir seyler yapma derdini giidiiyor. Mesela Milli Parklar, Borcka Karagél'de de,
Ayder'de de gordiigiimiiz iizere, bir takim binalar, tesisler yapiyor ya da oturma

gruplan, piknik alanlan vs. diizenliyor. Bunu yukaridan asagiya aymi sekilde
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diistindiigiiniizde, diyelim ki Milli Parklar ¢ok popiiler bir yaylada ya da bilinen bir
giizergahta, bir dinlenme tesisi yapsin. Ad1 otel, pansiyon ya da misafirhane olabilir.
Bu ve benzeri uygulamalar ile aslinda buradaki insanlar1 yasam alanlarindan biraz
daha uzaklagtirmak ve hayvancilik ile ugragmiyorlarsa, buradaki yasantilarini

devam ettirmeleri i¢in geriye sebep birakmamak maksad: da var.

Biz burada bu miicadeleyi verirken, insanlara temel olarak atadan kalan bu
yerlerden sizi siirgiin edebilirler, buradan ayirabilirler mesajini vermeye calistik.
Ciinkii bazen insanlar farkina varamayabiliyor ama, Firtina Vadisimin santral
déneminde de bolge halkinin biiyiik bir boliimiiniin Ispir'e yerlestirilmesi séz
konusuydu. Bundan tam 20 sene dnce bunu diigiinmiis olan bir aklin 20 sene
sonra, burada yasayan insanlar kendi yasam alanlarindan koparip bagka yerlere
gondermek istemeyeceginin bir garantisi yok. Nihayetinde %80’1, %901 Hazine'ye
ait bir yerden bahsediyoruz. Boyle bir tablo ortaya cikinca, miicadele ettigimiz

alanin ne kadar zorlu bir alan oldugunu bir kez daha anlamug olduk.

Isin igerisinde siyaset gibi bagka bir siirii baglik daha var. Ve bu da bir anlamda
insanlari, miicadeleyi boliistiiriiyor, ayristiryor. Siz her ne kadar toprak koruma
temelli hareket ediyor olsamz bile, insanlar sizi bagka bir siyasete ait olarak
gordiikleri icin size farkl yaklagiyorlar. O anda bolge insani olmuyorsunuz da
disaridan gelmis bir insan gibi algilaniyor ve bu dogrultuda tepki goriiyorsunuz.
Kavrun Yaylasi'nda yaptigimiz eylemlerde yayladaki insanlar “gidin, kendi yerinizle
ugrasin” ya da “buraya gelmeyin” gibi seyler soylediler. O insanlar da sonradan
anladilar tahribatin nedenli biiyiik oldugunu. Koskoca bir yol yapildi, koca koca
kayalar yuvarlandi. Belirli bir asamaya kadar insanlar korumakta bile zorluklar
cektik. Ama sonra kamuoyu destegi ile bu biraz kirilmaya bagladi.

Buray1 biraz daha acalim istiyorum. Kent merkezlerinde gordiigiimiiz kentsel
doniisium sonrasinda, orada vasayanlarim daha ¢epere itilmesivle yasanan sinifsal
sirkiilasyonun yol actigr o degisimi sanirim Dogu Karadeniz yaylalarinda da
gorecegiz gibi. Bir diger acidan ise bolge insaninin Yesil Yol projesi ile karsilastig
ilk anda ortaya ¢ikan protestolarin olusumu ve karsilastig tepkiler ¢cok onemli.
Bu hususlardan biraz daha bahsedebilir misiniz?
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U. B.: Su anda mesela, Ayder mevkiinde TOKI'nin ¢alisma yaptigim herkes
biliyor. TOKI bu iktidar eliyle siirdiiriilen, insaatc1 kismin son 15-20 yildaki basg
neferlerinden biri. TOKI'nin yaptig1 konutlar ya da olusumlarin hepsinde kentsel
doniisiim ibaresi var. Fakat Ayder bir kent degil! Ayder, ¢cok eskilerin, ¢ok eski bir
mezrasl. Yani turizm merkezi ilan edilmeden 6nce de bolge insani icin aslinda
cok dnemli yere sahip. Ayder'de zamaninda bugday ve arpa ekilirdi. Fakat Ayder
93'ten itibaren, Anavatan déneminde, degisim gecirmeye basladi. Yolu asfaltlands,
binalasti, yapilagt1 vs. Ve gsimdi Ayder'e TOKI'nin giriyor olmasi bana ¢ok dokundu.
Yani boyle bir yeri, bu sekilde kaybetmemeliydik. Ama bu da tabii o Yesil Yol
furyasinin bize attig1 son kaziklardan biri. Oradaki yapilasmaya baktigimiz zaman
ne Ayder’le ne yerel mimariyle hicbir alakasi olmayan ii¢ kath tuhaf binalar
goriiyoruz. Zatenyapilan caligmanin kamufaydasina olmadigimi dakaplicabinasina
ilk girdiklerinde anlamigtik. Kaplica binasiyla bagladilar yikima. Biitiin bunlan
goz ontinde bulundurdugumuz zaman Yesil Yol doneminde verilen miicadelede
insanlarin kendi topraklarinda gecmisleriyle veya gelecekleriyle kurmus olduklari
iligki baglaminda, seslerini yiikseltmeleri bizim i¢in ¢ok 6nemliydi. Ama o su
siyasete inanmis, ama bu siyasete inanmig beni hi¢ ilgilendirmiyor. Orada bizim
digtindiigtimiiz sey insanlar kendileri igin seslerini ¢ikarmasiydi. Biz istedik
diye degil. Biz onlan yonlendiriyoruz ya da iste onlara bilgi veriyoruz diye degil,
gercekten canlariin yandigini diisiindiikleri igin seslerini ¢ikarmalar 6nemliydi.
Bunu istiyorduk. Bizler mesela sehir hayatini da bilen ve oralarda da yasayabilen
insanlariz. Ama burada siirekli yasayan insanlarin boyle bir sans1 yok. Bu toprag:
kaybettikten sonra bagka bir yerde yasama tutunma sanslan yok. Dolayisiyla
da yerelli bu anlamda yakalamak ve onlarin bir seyler séylemelerini saglamak
cok 6nemliydi. Bence bu kendiliginden olugtu. Yani insanlar gordiiler aslinda
Yesil Yol'un ne kadar tahrip edici, yikici oldugunu. 2000 metreye ¢ikana kadar
dozerlerle vs. o miicadele verilirken, o yol kapandig1 zaman Elevit Yaylasi'ndan
imece usuliiyle o taslar dizip Samistal Yaylasina ulasip insanlarin o direniste yer
almalarn tamamen bu inanmighgin sonucuydu. Tiirkiye'de 6rnegi pek azdir. O
giin gercekten mucize gibi bir sey oldu. O dayanigma ile, o ruhla insanlar o engeli
astilar ve Samistal Yaylasi'na ulastilar. Ve sonra sembollegen Havva Ananin yani
Rabia Ananin konugmasi dillere pelesenk oldu. Hatta ertesi giin CNN Tiirk'e canli
yayina baglanan bir iktisat profesoriiniin “biz yillarca devleti anlatmaya calistik
ama Havva Ana iki dakikada 6zetledi” demesi ¢ok giizeldi. Bu yorum bize de ¢cok

biiyiik bir gurur ve mutluluk verdi.
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Sahiden de ikonik bir imge oldu Rabia Ana. Peki Rabia Ana'dan devam edersek
kadinlarm Yesil Yol karsit1 direnisteki roliinden biraz bize bahsedebilir misin?
Tabii bir erkege kadinin konumlamisimi sormakta hos degil aslinda ama konuya
deginmeden ge¢cmek istemiyorum.

U. B.: Kadinlarin oldukga bagat bir rolleri var. Ornek oldular ve Dogu Karadeniz'deki
kadinlarin tasiyict kiiltiirel fonksiyonu iyice ortaya ¢ikmis oldu. Zaten hep
boyleydi. Kadinlarin Karadeniz'de ne kadar basat rolde olduklarim Karadeniz'in
icinden olanlar biliyordu. Ciinkii hepimiz evlerimizde, genis aile yapisi icerisinde
o insanlarla birlikte biiyiidiik; onlar tarafindan biiyiitiildiik. Biiyiiklerimiz,
babalarimiz, dedelerimiz gurbete gittiklerinde kadinlar evde kalirlar ve toprakla,
evle, cocuklarla ilgilenirler dolayisiyla s6z sahibi olurlardi. Bolgenin kadinlar
tizerinde boyle bir etkisi var. Dolayisiyla da kadinlar hep 6n plandaydi. Onlar daha
cok seslerini c¢ikardilar. Onlar daha ¢ok itiraz ettiler. Onlar daha ¢ok ugrastilar.
Gencinden yaghsina varana kadar isyanin ¢ok giizel bir sesi oldular. Eger onlar
boyle bir katihm gostermeseydi, miicadele gercekten eksik kalirdi. Santral
doneminde de benzer bir sey vardi. 1998 yilinda hidroelektrik santrali temeli
atilirken, biitiin yapmis oldugumuz eylemlerde biz ashnda kadmlarin arkasina
saklandik. Yani kadinlar bizi temsil ettiler. Onlar protesto ettiler, biz onlara uyduk
diyebilirim. Gii¢lii olduklar ve 6n planda olmay1 da sevdikleri i¢in hareketinde
temsilcileri oluyorlar. Fark etmigsinizdir, Rabia Ana'nin arkasinda bir kitle vard:
ama orada Rabia Ana'dan bagka kimse konugsmuyordu. Konusamaz da zaten,
oyle bir sanslar1 yoktu. O da kurgusal ya da secilmis bir sey degil. O kadinin kendi
hissiyati ve isyaniydi. O anda birilerinin o ortami ¢cekmesi tesadiifti.

Sansh bir tesadiif olmus. Peki bugiin Yesil Yol ne asamada? DOKAP, raporlarmda
va da 2023 icin hazirladiklar: Tiirkive've Turizm Stratejisi belgesinde Yesil Yol'u
vayla koridoru olarak tanimlanus. Bir sitrii tanim, bir siirii isimlendirme var ve
hukuk siireci de tikanmus gibi goriinityor. E'n genel anlamda siire¢ nasil devam
ediyor?

U. B.: Agikgasi hukuksal olarak bir beklentim yok. Evet mutlaka hukuki miicadele
de verilmeliydi, dava acilmaliyd: fakat Tiirkiye'deki bircok ekolojik meselede
ylriitmeyi durdurma kararlan ¢ikmasma ragmen bu projeler devam ettiriliyor.
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Cerattepe’den Kaz Daglari’na kadar olan skalada bunu goérebiliyoruz. $u anda
herhangi bir yol calismasi oldugunu diisiinmiiyorum. Gegen sene de yoktu.
Buradaki etap Avusor Yaylasi-Huser Yaylasi arasi. En ¢ok patlak veren nokta yukari
Kavrun ile Samistal Yaylas1 arasinda yapilan yoldu. Onlar tamamlandiktan sonra
ilaveten bir yol calismasi yapilmadi. Ama bu séyledigim Kackarlar Bolgesi i¢in
gecerli. Bu arada Alti Parmak tarafinda kalan iste Laz yaylalarinin bir kismina
da bu yol calismalar1 yapildi. Diger bolgeleri bilemiyorum tabii. Samsun, Ordu,
Giresun, Trabzon ve Artvin'in tamamlanmayan bir etab1 var m1 ya da 2019'dan

sonra ilaveler oldu mu, olmadi m1 bilmiyorum.

Bence bir noktada ig inatlasmaya da bindi. Bizim tek derdimiz Samistal ve Kavrun
arasindaki yolun yapilmamasi iizerine degildi. Biitiiniiyle yolun yapilmamasi
gerekiyordu. Ciinkii mesela Avusor Yaylasinin, Huser Yaylasinin bir yolu vard:
zaten. Egerinsanlar gercekten bir yere ulagmak istiyorlarsa, bununla ilgili bir altyap:
calismasi olusturup insanlarin yaylalara ulasmasini saglayabilirdiniz. Mesela
Huser'in yolunu iyilestirebilmek miimkiindii. Ama iki yaylay1 birbirine baglamak,
o ekosistemi ve dengeyi bozmaktadir. Mesela Avusor Yaylas1 da, Huser Yaylasi da
10 y1l 6ncesine kadar kendi halinde yaylalardi. Simdi iki yayla arasinda baglanti
yolu yapilinca programlara dahil oldular. Gelen turist Avusora gidiyor oradan
Bityiitk Gole cikiyor, golden doniigte tesislerde yemek yiyor, cay iciyor ve oradan
giin batimini izlemek icin Huser yaylasina geciyor. Litkse bakar misiniz? Bunu
Yesil Yol sayesinde kazanmis oldu insanlar. Ama ben bir turizmci olarak bundan
yana degilim. Eger insanlar gercekten bir bolgeyi dolasmak istiyorlarsa maddi
anlamda degil sadece manevi olarak bunun bedelini 6demek durumundalar. Yani
Avusor Yaylas1 sadece Biiyiitk Gol'e ¢ikilip doniiste cay icilebilecek bir giizergah
degil. Avusor Yaylasi koskoca bir kiiltiiriin izlerini tagiyan son derece énemli bir
yayla. Hakeza Huser Yaylasi da, digerleri de 6yle. Biitiin bu yerlerin hakkini vererek
dolagmak gerekiyor. Bu yerler yolla kolaylagtirilmug, ici bosaltilmig, sosyal medyaya
sunulmaya hazir yaylalar ve kiiltiirler olmamali. Biz sonucta Instagram turu
yapmiyoruz. Evet Instagram'da ya da diger sosyal medya mecralarinda gezdigimiz,
gordiigiimiiz yerleri paylasiyoruz ama onun da bir disiplini var. Nitekim benim
gonliimden gecen turizmde mesela bir insanla tamsgabilirsin, diinyan degisebilir.
Yani disaridan gelen insanlarla, yerli insanlarn tanigsmasini, yerli insanlarin

onlara belki bir Lazca kelime 6gretmesini, Hemsin kimliginin ne olduguna dair
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bilgi vermesini saglamak. Bu daha anlaml, geldiklerinin hakkini vermis olurlar.
Yoksa sosyal medyaya yonelik “buranin surasi giizel, suranin kahvesi giizel, yemegi
giizel” turuyla Karadeniz 6grenilmiyor. Boyle gezilmez. Bu yol ¢alismalan da
maalesef turizmin kiiltiirel aksini sekteye ugratiyor. Yani Avusor'da ya da Huser'de
daha fazla ve iyi vakit gecirebilecek insan, sikigtirilmis bir programa dahil edilip
lahana ¢orbasina dondiiriilityor. Ayni giin icerisinde 4 yayla gezilmez. Bu insanin
tabiatina aykir. $oyle sdyleyelim; ayni giin icerisinde 4 tane yayla gezilmemeli.

Insanlara opsiyonel olarak bir giinde 4 yayla sunarsan insanlar sadece bir
giinligiine gelir ama 4 giinde 4 Yayla sunarsan, o zaman gelen insan daha ¢ok
kalir bolgede ve kiiltiirii daha iyi tanima sansina sahip olur. O zaman da insanlarin

gercekten Karadeniz'i gezdim, anlamaya ¢alistim deme sanslari olur.

Gola ozelinde siklikla tartusilan bir konu bu. Golamin i¢inden ¢ikip bir sosyal
girisim olarak Gola'va katki sunmayi tahayyiil eden Goluri var. Ve yavas, verel
aktorlerle, verinde turizm yapma mottosu ile hareket ediyor. Oysa bolgede
vaygmlasmis olan kostur kostur vapilan turizm, vayla kiiltiiriiniin tam zitt.
Yaylaya gelmis olmuyor o zaman insanlar. Yapuiklari sey Instagram icin fotograf
¢ekilip vollarina devam etmek. Oysa yaylanim mesakKkatli bir yolu var ve yaylaya
varmak icin duraklarla ilerlenen giizergahi kat etmek gerekir. Yolculuk yolun
kendisi idi gecmiste, vardigin nokta degil. Yesil Yol meselesi icinde de bu énemli
bir niians galiba. Ciinkii yaylalarda artk trafik var. Onemli giinler ve haftalar
diyebilecegimiz bayramlarda, tatillerde vaylalara yore insam olarak yolumuz
ditsmesin istiyoruz. Zira Ayder’de trafige takilmamiz cok olasit boyle giinlerde.

U. B.: Sadece Ayderde degil iistelik. Zil Kale'de, Palovit $elalesinde, Cingiva
Koyirnde, Pokut ve Sal yaylalarinda, Gito ve Badara yaylalarinda, Cat ve Elevit
tarafinda trafige takilmamz olasi. Bunu sdylemek gercekten iiziicii. Biiyiik
sehirlerden gelmis olan insanlarla yolculuk ederken, 45 dakika bir vadiden
citkamiyor olma trajik. O anlamda Golurinin ve muadili is yapmaya caligan
insanlarin da burada 6nemli gorevleri var. Ama tabii biiyitk zorluklar da var.
Giinkii maalesef genel olarak meyil popiiler olandan yana. Insanla baglamdan
kopuk yasiyor ve bizim olaganiistii caba sarf ettigimiz, {izerine titredigimiz bir

konuda yapilan isi anlamamalan tiziicii. Butik isleri yapmaya caligan insanlar
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olarak defalarca kendimizi anlatmak durumunda kaliyoruz. Oysa ancak bu
bolgeye gelip, bizlerle dolasan insanlar net olarak idrak edebiliyor aradaki fark:.
Refika’larla, Goluri ile dolagan insanlar Arhavi'nin bir kdyiinde armuttan pekmez
ya da termoni yapimini gordiigii zaman Karadeniz'e geldigini anlayabilir ¢iinkii,

baska tiirlii anlayamaz.

Podcast boliimlerini birbirine baglayan ana meselemiz ve bir soru setimiz var.
Dogu Karadeniz ozelinde senden ¢evre sorunlarm siralamam istesem ilk ii¢

siraya hangileri girer?

U. B.: Birinci sirada bagh bagina biiyiik bir skandal olan ¢6p sorunu var. Yakin
zamanda Siirmene’de Gokce Erhan’n basina maalesef talihsiz bir olay® geldi.
Onun dikkat cekmeye calistigi kafes balik¢iigi meselesi var. Bence o da konu
baglig1 altinda degerlendirilmeli. ikinci siraya HES'leri koyuyorum. HES projeleri
tamamen vadileri tahrip etme istiine kurulu.

“HES'lerle barajlan karigtirmayin, dogaya ¢ok zarar vermiyor” propagandasinin
nasil yikildigim1 Kastamonu Bozkut'taki sel felaketinden sonra gordiik. HESlerin
ashinda ne kadar tahribata yol agtigini insanlar biraz daha anlamus gibiler. Ugiincii
siraya da yollar koyacagim. Yesil Yol dahil olmak iizere gelisigiizel acilan, plansiz,
etiitsiiz yapilan yollar bir cevre sorunudur. Bu iiciiniin Karadeniz {izerinde
cok ciddi tahribat yarattigim diisiiniityorum. Ve biitiin bunlarin arka planinda
Karadeniz daglarinda, Cerattepe’de oldugu gibi, altin madeni gibi madenlerin

cikarilmak istenmesi var.

Karadeniz ile ilgili son 30 yildir ¢ok ciddi bir kiyim s6z konusu: Sahil yolu, barajlar
HES ingaatlari, Yesil Yol, altin madenciligi, ¢cop sorunu, kafes balik¢ihigi, trolle
avlanma vs... Biitiin bunlar insanlar tarafindan cokca dile getirilip, eylemlere
konu olmaktadir. Bu ugurda hayatin1 kaybeden insanlar da oldu. Cihan Eren’i
analim sevgiyle, Kazim1 analim sevgiyle. Tabii bu konu hem bir¢ok insanin,
hem de Gola gibi bir ¢ok dernegin ve olusumun giindeminde vardi ve yillarca

konusuldu. Ama bizim sadece kendi bagimiza miicadele vermemizin ¢ok fazla bir

3 Ressam ve gevre aktivisti Gokge Erhan’in evi 23 Ekim 2021’de yangin ¢ikti ve ev kullanila-
maz hale geldi.
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anlam ifade etmedigini diistiniiyorum. Belki birey olarak bize huzur verebilir ama
baktigimizda Karadenizliler aslinda kendi bolgelerine ¢ok biiyiik kotiiliikler yapti.
Disaridan gelen insan bu kétiiliigii yapmiyor buraya. Bu binalar, ingaatlari, yollar
Karadenizli kendi talep ediyor, kendi onayliyor, kendi uyguluyor. Dolayisiyla da
ortaya boyle bir tablo ¢ikt1. 100 y1l 6nce yapilmis mimarisi cok giizel olan bir konagin
yanina, ucube binalar dikmeyi marifet sayiyorlar. Ben ona da kahroluyorum. Bu
kotii binalagma kiiltiiriin kendisine de sirayet ediyor. Yeme icmeden giyime kadar
her geyi ¢ok etkiliyor bu durum. Yani bir insan eger bir konakta ya da eski bir ahsap
evde yastyorsa ona gore kendini donatiyor ve bir yagsam tarzi benimsiyor. Ama bir
apartmanda ya da briketten, kiremitten yapilmis ucube bir evde yagiyor ve bunu
kendine hak goriiyorsa da ona gore kendini ifade ediyor. Bana gore biitiin bunlar
birbirleriyle ¢cok baglantili. Bu anlamda ilk {i¢ii belirlemek zor gercekten. Ve tabii
tag ocaklar1 da var. Son 6rnegini ikizdere'de gordiigiimiiz tas ocaklar, énce sahil
yolu sonra havalimani gibi dolgu alani ingaatlari i¢cin malzeme ¢ikartilan tiiriiniin
kotii ornekleridir. Mesela Hacapit'i delik desik ettiler tas ocaklarn ile binlerce
ton malzeme tasindi. Bunlan séylediginiz zaman bagka tiirlii diigtinen insanlar
tarafindan hedef tahtasina konuyor, elestiriliyorsunuz. Oysa biitiin bunlar doganin
kogulsuz korunmasina yonelik. Biz bunlari savunuyoruz. Ama maalesef tablo ¢ok
parlak degil.

Dogavya biitiinliik¢ii bakmak gittikce zorlagiyor. Bu sorunlar birlikte diisiindiigii-
miizde sence bolge insanmin giindelik hayatinda degisiklik yasandi mi?

U. B.: Giuindelik hayatta belki ¢ok radikal degisiklikler olmadi ama, en azindan
ekoloji diye bir giindem baghg1 olustu. Insanlarin kendi yasam alanlarinda
miicadele etmeleri gerektigini 6grendiklerini diisiiniiyorum. Bence Findiklr'da,
Arhavide, Hopa'da, Cerattepe'de, Firtina vadisinde verilmis olan miicadelelerle
insanlarin miicadele etme pratigi gelisti. ilham verici bir etkilesime sebep oldu.
Ciinkii 20 y1l 6nceki tabloda boyle bir etkilesim yoktu. Mesela biz Firtina Vadisi’'nde
santral miicadelesi verirken bolgedeki halklardan, komsulardan ¢ok az destek
alabilmigtik. Kismen Pazar'dan, kismen Ardegen’'den belki biraz Findiklrdan destek
gelmisti. Asil destek daha cok disaridan gelenlerden saglanmistl. Samsun'dan,

Trabzon'dan, Istanbul'dan, Ankaradan gelenler o anlamda daha fazlaydi. Giinkii
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o zamanlar Tiirkiye giindeminde Bergama gibi ekolojik meseleler vardi. Ama
bugiin, bu anlamda Karadeniz daha iyi organize olabiliyor. Bu ithal bir eylemsellik
de degil. %100 yerli bir eylemsellik. Yani Ikizdere'de direnen halk, yorenin kendi

halki. Bagka bir yerden gelmemis. Bu gelismeyi olumlu buluyorum.

Giindelik hayat pratiginde nasil bir karsilig1 var diye sorarsan kismen de olsa bir
seylerin artik daha cok diistiniildiigiinii soyleyebilirim. Mesela ¢6p sorunu dert
ediliyor artik. Ya da “biz su vadiye gittik, orada HES yapildigini gordiik. Cok kotii
olmus, iyi ki burada yapilmamig” olumlamalan ile karsilagiyoruz. Bu ¢ok radikal
bir doniisiim degil ama yine de resmi ya da gayri resmi bir sivil toplumculuga
on agmasi bakimindan kiymetli. Inisiyatifler kuruldu, toplantilar yapildi, bagka
bolgelerle bir etkilesim saglandi. Hopa'daki arkadaglarla Senoz'daki arkadaglar

birbirini tanimis oldular, diyaloga girdiler.

Memleketteki biitiin habitata ait olan alanlar ¢ok 6nemli. Korumay1 6nemsiyoruz.
Insanlarin bu anlamda birbirleriyle diyalog halinde olmasi dayanigmasi da ¢ok
onemli. Bana gore son 20 yilin en biiyiik yansimalarindan biri bu. Ben de mesela
arkadaglarimla sahildeki ve bagka bolgelerdeki eylem alanlarina gittim. Onlar da
buraya geldiler. Bu da ¢ok giizel bir sey. Ancak bu sekilde birbirimizle dayanigirsak,
birbirimizi desteklersek bazi seylerin oniine gecebiliriz. Sesimizi daha iyi

duyurabiliriz diye diisiintiyorum.

Bir hayat vasiyoruz, baska hayatlarla Kesisen. Tam da bu ashnda kesisimler
meselesi. Kesistik¢e biiyiiyoruz ve biitiiniin parcast oldugumuzu anhyoruz.
Biititniin parcasi olmak sadece benim vasadigim, beni ilgilendiren, bana ait
olanla ilgili degil. Kesisebilecegimiz her seyle ilgili. Ve kesistik¢e cebimizdeki
tohumlar1 baska vollara gotiirityoruz ve baska divarlardan gelen tohumlari kendi
yolculugumuzun icine katiyoruz. Bu aktardiklarin benim zihnimi acti. Tesekkiir
ederim. Son soruya geldik. Protestolardan ve cevre hareketlerinden bahsedince
aklmuza bazi cevre hareketleri, imgeleri geliyor. Senin aklinda kalan en ¢arpici

cevre hareketi imgesinden ve/veya sloganindan bize bahsedebilir misin?

U. B.: Sloganlardan 6te, bence hareketin ve eylemin kendisini anlamli gésteren

seyler vardi. Mesela onlardan biri, tam benim vadiye donme karari almamin
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arifesinde, Ankara'da yapilan “Biiyiik Anadolu Yiiriiyiisii"ydii. Orada memleketin
dort bir tarafindan gelen ¢ok sayida bilesen vardi. Orada ¢ok giizel bir mesaj verildi:
“senin derdin benim derdimdir” Son 30 yih da diisiiniirsek mesela, Bergama
hareketi de cok anlamli ve ¢ok giizeldi. Mogollar'n yapmig oldugu “6liiler altin
takar m1?” sarkis1 mesela unutulmazlardan biri. Firtina'daki santral miicadelesi
cok 6nemli kose taglarindan biriydi. Cerattepe, Ikizdere unutulmazlardandi.
Aslinda bakarsan benim icin biitiin verilen miicadeleler 5 kisi de olsa, 3 kisi de
olsa; sloganl da olsa, slogansiz da olsa; eger bir insan, bir agac, bir tas, bir kus i¢in
miicadele ediliyor, direniliyorsa bu benim i¢in ¢ok 6nemli. Dolayisiyla o 6nemli,

bu 6nemsiz olarak birbirinden ayirt edemeyiz.

Hepsi ¢ok kiymetli, sloganlara sigdirlamayacak kadar kiymetli. Bu miicadeleyi
veren biitiin insanlara ve bu ugurda hayatini kaybetmis olan insanlarimiza selam

olsun. Verilmis miicadeleler var.

[Imek ilmek ériilmiis bir miicadele ag1 bu. Peki eklemek istedigin bir sey var mi?

U. B.: 5-6 yildir Karadeniz kiiltiir ve sanat caligmalar1 adina biraz ivme kaybetti.
Maalesef insanlar birbirlerinden ¢ok aynstilar ve uzaklastilar Eskiden biraz daha
dayanigsmayla siirdiiriilen konserler, miizik caligmalar, kolektif kitap calismalari,
sinema filmleri vardi. Bunlardan uzaklagtik ve aynstik. Yeniden insanlarin bir
araya gelmesini saglayacak kiiltiir sanat faaliyetlerine, festivallere, kitap fuar gibi
etkinlikleri ihtiya¢ var. Karadeniz'de bu ¢ok 6nemli bir sey. Hala derli toplu bir
envanter calisgmamiz yok bu konuda. Herkes bir seyler yapiyor kendi alaninda,
ama bu enerjiyi bir tiirlii hem Karadeniz'de yasayan halklara hem Tiirkiye'deki

kamuoyuna yeterince anlattigimiz diigiinmiiyorum.

Bir yerlerde bir seyler eksik kaliyor. Insanlarin birbirinden uzakligindan da
kaynaklanan, araya giren kiiskiinliikler, darginhiklar tiziicii. Oysa paylagilmayacak
bir sey yok hayatta. lyilikle ve giizellikle siirdiiriilebilirse, insanlar birbirlerine
destek olursa ¢ok daha iyi seyler yapabiliriz diye diigiiniiyorum. Karadeniz i¢in
bu 6zellikle kiiltiir sanat insanlariin calismalariyla paralel gidecek bir sey. Ciinkii
o insanlardan ilham almarak ancak dogru seyler anlatilabilir. Bizim yaptigimiz
turizme de sirayet eden, giindelik hayatta kargilik bulan ve kolektif caligmalarla
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giiclenebilecek bir sey bu. Mesela o anlamda Yesil Yayla Festivali cok dnemliydi.
Cok sayida insani, bileseni bir araya getiren, kiiltiiriin ve sanatin bircok alaninda
da giizel 5rnekler sunan bir cahgmaydi. Ozledigimiz ¢alismalardan biri bu. Iyi bir

saha pratigiydi. Onun gibi caligmalarin devam ettirilmesini temenni ediyorum.

Bolgede kolektif iiretim c¢ok kiymetli ve bunu yapabilmek de ¢ok zorlu. Ama
gecmiste bir kez yvapilnus. Bir anlamda yine vapilabilir demektir bu. Sevgili Ugur
Biryol ile Koyu Yesil'in bu bolitmiinde Dogu Karadeniz'e dair yaptigimiz sohbet,
Yesil Yol ile basladi, turizmin handikaplarina da odaklanan bir izlekte devam
etti. Vakit ayirdigin icin cok tesekkiir edivorum. Gerek yazdiklarin gerekse de
kars1 tarafin neyi nasil alimlayacagim da diisiinerek incelikle yapmus oldugun
besleyici paylasimlarimn i¢in tekrar tesekkiir ediyorum.



With Ugur Biryol: The Green Road, Wild Plateau Tourism,

and Alternatives in the Eastern Black Sea Region

In this episode’, we had a conversation with the dear Ugur Biryol about the
highlands of the Eastern Black Sea, the Green Road, and tourism.

We will conduct an interview focusing on the Green Road with Ugur Biryol,
who is both a great storyteller of local narratives and a productive journalist,
researcher, writer committed to accurately portraying the local context, and also

a tour guide.? Dear Ugur, welcome!

Ugur Biryol: Welcome. Thank you very much. Usually, the introductory parts of
such broadcasts are a bit difficult for me. I am not a person who knows how to
explain himself very well. In the tours I organize, people actually understand who
I am on the last day. When we travel together for 1 week, I explain that I am from
Gaziantep, I came here as a tourist guide and settled down. On the last day, when
we enter the bookstore, it is understood that I am from the Black Sea. While the
Black Sea is not a very comprehensible subject even for us, I do not find it strange

for people outside. The Black Sea is a multi-layered issue with its culture, sociology,

1 This episode was podcasted on November, 12 2021.

2 For further reading, Ugur Biryol’s published works include Gurbet Pastasi Hemsinliler,
Gog ve Pastacilik (2020, iletisim Publishing: Istanbul, 7th edition), Kazim’in Sevdasi
Kazimisi Oropa (2015, iletisim Publishing: Istanbul), Karadeniz’in Kaybolan Kimligi (2014,
iletisim Publishing, istanbul) and Karardi Karadeniz (2012, iletisim Publishing, Istanbul).
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art, sports and many other contexts. Likewise, living and describing the Black Sea
are two different things. I have been living in this region for 13 years and I am also
from here. I have never lost touch with the Black Sea region during school, work
life, etc.

The Black Sea is a very interventionist place. When you make a cultural or artistic
production such as a book, music, movie, TV series, you encounter a lot of
interference. Because everyone either knows a lot about the Black Sea or claims
to know a lot. Therefore, people are interrupted while producing. One of these
topics is also ecology. In fact, in the Green Plateau Festival, which Gola has been
organizing for many years and unfortunately has not been organized in recent
years due to various reasons, and which I like very much, it was tried to teach very
beautiful life forms resulting from the integration of nature and human beings
thematically. My wish was for millions of people to participate in the festival
as much as possible. Because they were really very special experiences. When
we look at them today, they were ahead of their time. Therefore, I attach great
importance to where Gola stands and the work it has done. I am glad that such
a movement was born in the Black Sea region. I hope that there will be more of
these movements, that they will multiply.

The hot topic of our conversation is the Green Road. I came across the Green Road
issue in 2013 when I received a phone call from Abdurrahman Aydin, the former
headman of Zuga in Camlithemsgin, who is also a friend of Gola. Abdurrahman
told me that “there was a road project between Venekdere in Cayeli and Bodol
village, but he could not make sense of it”. At that time Ozcan Yiiksek was at Atlas
magazine and Selcen Kiiciikiistel was here. We went with them to see what these
people were doing. We went to inspect the road in a sense. Then we learned that
this work was actually the beginning of the Green Road.

Then Ozcan told me that I should write about it. And I think I officially wrote
the first article about the Green Road in the national press. There wasn't much
information on the internet at that time. Faruk Ozak, one of the ministers at
the time, had some wishes and statements about how the Green Road could be
possible, how it could be completed. Then it slowly started to come to light what
a destructive project it was. By the time the project came to the Kackar region, the

whole public had learned what the Green Road was.
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There were slogan-like headlines about the Green Road project such as “the
platecaus will be connected”. But can the plateaus really be connected to each
other in this way?

U. B.: The plateaus were already connected to each other by heart. There was no
need for any extra road work for this. Highlands and highland cultures are already
meaningful and valuable for both Hamsheni and Laz people through their own
experiences. There is no need to do any extra work for this. The ancients left a very
beautiful culture and what we could do as the continuation of that culture was
to put something on it, not to devastate it in a destructive way. This was already
our point of opposition. We were not going to destroy the transhumance culture,
which was established 150-200 years ago, maybe much earlier, inherited from
ancient peoples, because of a few ignorant people. We were not going to allow
this to happen. We tried to wage a struggle for this. The work done there becomes
very valuable, very precious when we consider the impossibilities of that time.
Its artistic and cultural value was also very high. Because it is necessary to look at
transhumance not only as a practice based on animal husbandry, but also as an
artistic and cultural production. For example, when we look at the architecture, we
can see cut stone houses or beautiful wooden houses depending on the geography.
Rural architecture shows us the culture that exists there. That culture must also
be preserved. The flora and living life there must be protected in its entirety. We
approached the project on this basis.

One of the most important reasons why the Green Road is touted as an effort to
connect the plateaus is transportation. Transportation is an important issue in the
Black Sea region and yes, people need to reach their plateaus. In my opinion, the
idea behind this project, which was supposedly carried out to “develop tourism’,
was that “if we connect these plateaus to each other, we will have made an
important move”. However, a vehicle road had already been built to 80% of the
plateaus in the Kackars region, such as Kavrun Plateau, Pokut Plateau, Sal Plateau,
Elevit Plateau. There is no point in connecting all these plateaus! In a sense, it
will remain at the level of fantasy. Which adventurer from Samsun, even if he/
she has a 4x4, can enter with his/her vehicle and say “let me go all the way to
Sarp”? It is obvious that the fact that this is the Black Sea and the geography itself
has not been taken into consideration. Because the fact that people here can be

victimized under any circumstances has been ignored.
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This reflexively shows me how widespread the view is that we should fill the coast,
build the Black Sea Coastal Road, then put up 3-5buildings and call it development.
The plateaus basically didn't need such a thing anyway. If we are to talk about
progress in terms of tourism, the important thing is to preserve the plateaus in
their original form and present them to people. With such a budget, cable cars
could have been built as in Uludag. Destruction would have been prevented with
much less damage. Because there is a fundamental thing they missed here. There
are alpine meadows in the highlands, mostly at the upper elevation, that is, at the
2500-meter level. When you divide these alpine meadows, you also kill the forest
layer below. Because that mountain range is in a feeding chain from top to bottom.
When you disrupt a point in the ecosystem, you not only disrupt water resources,
but also cut the lifelines to the forest cover in that food chain. This is exactly what
they did with the Green Road. Then, just like the dam constructions in Artvin, we

have seen climatic changes as a result of these roads opened haphazardly.

In one of your interviews, you said that “instead of maintaining and repairing an
existing road, they try to open a new road by spending much more”. From this
perspective, we actually see that public resources are being used recklessly. We see
that this is being done in the name of tourism, which is a bit like green capitalism,
“washing green”, with the word green in the title, claiming sustainability. In this
context, is it possible to combine roads and tourism? Because this road issue still
has a response in the region. And when we juxtapose tourism and the road, is

there a meaningful response in the region?

U. B.: The name is already very funny. It is really ironic to call a project that
destroys greenery the Green Road. When it is evaluated in the context of
tourism, what is prioritized is facilitating transportation. When you facilitate
transportation, you also provide logistics. Some legal loopholes also pave the
way for some constructions. In fact, the state is trying to do something without
giving the citizens living here the right to disposition. For example, as we see in
Borc¢ka Karagol and Ayder, the National Parks construct some buildings, facilities
or organize seating groups, picnic areas, etc. When you think about it from top to

bottom in the same way, let’s say the National Parks build a recreational facility
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in a very popular plateau or on a well-known route. It could be called a hotel, a
pension or a guesthouse. With these and similar practices, there is actually the
intention to push people away from their living spaces a little more and to leave
them with no reason to continue their lives here if they are not engaged in animal

husbandry.

While we were waging this struggle here, we tried to give the message to the
people that they can exile you from these ancestral places, that they can separate
you from these places. Because sometimes people may not realize it, but during
the power plant period of the Firtina Valley, a large part of the people of the region
were settled in Ispir. There is no guarantee that a mind that thought of this exactly
20 years ago will not want to tear the people living here away from their own living
spaces and send them to other places 20 years later. After all, we are talking about
a place 80%, 90% of which belongs to the Treasury. When such a picture emerged,
we realized once again how challenging the field we are fighting for is.

There are many other topics like politics. And this in a sense divides and separates
people, divides the struggle. Even if you are acting on the basis of land protection,
people approach you differently because they see you as belonging to a different
political view. At that moment, you are perceived as an outsider rather than a
local person and you are reacted accordingly. During the protests we organized on
the Kavrun Plateau, people on the plateau said things like “go and busy yourself
with your own place” or “don’t come here”. Those people later realized the great
extent of the destruction. A huge road was built, huge rocks were rolled down. We
had difficulties even protecting people until a certain stage. But then, with public
support, this started to break down a bit.

I would like to elaborate a little more here. I think we will see the change caused
by the class circulation after urban transformation that we see in urban centers,
as the people living there are pushed to the periphery, in the Fastern Black Sea
plateaus as well. From another perspective, the formation of the protests that
emerged at the first moment when the people of the region encountered the
Green Road project and the reactions, they encountered are very important. Can
you talk a little more about these issues?
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U. B.: Right now, for example, everyone knows that TOKI [Housing Development
Administration of Turkey] is working in the Ayder area. TOKI is one of the main
drivers of the construction sector in the last 15-20 years, which has been carried
on by this government. All the houses or formations built by TOKT are labeled as
urban transformation. But Ayder is not a city! Ayder is a very old hamlet of very
old times. In other words, it actually had a very important place for the people of
the region even before it was declared a tourism center. Wheat and barley used
to be grown in Ayder. But since ‘93, during the Anavatan [Motherland Party]
period, Ayder started to undergo a change. The road was asphalted, buildings were
constructed, etc. And now I am very touched that TOKT is entering Ayder. I mean,
we shouldn’t have lost such a place in this way. But of course, this is one of the last
tricks of the Green Road. When we look at the construction there, we see strange
three-story buildings that have nothing to do with Ayder or local architecture.
We already understood that the work being done was not in the public interest
when they first entered the hot spring building. They started the demolition with
the hot spring building. When we take all this into consideration, it was very
important for us that people raised their voices in the struggle during the Green
Road period in the context of the relationship they had established with their past
or future in their own lands. But I don’t care whether they believe in this or that
political thought. What we thought there was that people raised their voices for
themselves. Not because we want them to. It was important for them to speak
out not because we were directing them or giving them information, but because
they really felt that they were being hurt. This is what we wanted. For example,
we are people who know city life and can live there too. But people who live here
permanently do not have such a chance. After losing this land, they don’t have the
chance to hold on to life elsewhere. Therefore, it was very important to capture
the locals in this sense and get them to say something. I think this happened
spontaneously. I mean, people actually saw how devastating and destructive the
Green Road is. Until it reached 2000 meters, when there was a struggle against
bulldozers, etc., and when that road was closed, the fact that people took part in
that resistance by arranging those stones from the Elevit Plateau and reaching
the Samistal Plateau by cooperative labor was entirely the result of this belief.
There are very few examples in Turkey. Something like a miracle really happened

that day. With that solidarity, with that spirit, people overcame that obstacle and
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reached Samistal Plateau. And then the speech of the symbolized Mother Havva,
that is, Mother Rabia, became the talk of the town. In fact, it was very nice when an
economics professor who connected to CNN Turk live the next day said, “We tried
to explain the state for years, but Mother Havva summarized it in two minutes”.

This comment gave us great pride and happiness.

Mother Rabia has indeed become an iconic image. So, if we continue from Mother
Rabia, can you tell us a little bit about the role of women in the resistance against
the Green Road? Of course, it is not nice to ask a man about the positioning of

women, but I don’t want to go on without mentioning the subject.

U. B.: Women have a very prominent role. They set an example and the carrier
cultural function of women in the Eastern Black Sea region has become clear. It
has always been like this. Those from the Black Sea region knew how central a role
women played in the Black Sea region. Because we all grew up with those people
in our homes, in the extended family structure; we were raised by them. When
our elders, fathers and grandfathers went abroad, the women stayed at home and
took care of the land, the house and the children, so they had a say. The region has
such an impact on women. Therefore, women were always at the forefront. They
were more vocal. They objected more. They tried harder. From young to old, they
became a beautiful voice of rebellion. If they didn’'t show such participation, the
struggle would have been really incomplete. There was something similar during
the power plant period. In 1998, when the foundation of the hydroelectric power
plant was laid, we actually hid behind women in all the protests we organized.
I mean women represented us. I can say that they protested and we followed
them. Because they are strong and they like to be in the forefront, they are the
representatives of the movement. You may have noticed that there was a crowd
behind Mother Rabia, but no one was speaking there except Mother Rabia.
They couldn’t speak anyway; they didn’'t have that chance. That is not something
fictional or chosen. It was her own feeling and rebellion. It was a coincidence that

someone was filming that scene at that moment.
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It was a lucky coincidence. Well, what is the current state of the Green Road?
DOKAP [Regional Development Administration for Fastern Black Sea Project]
defines the Green Road as a highland corridor in their report or in their Tourism
Strategy for Turkey for 2023 document. There are many definitions, many
nomenclatures and the legal process seems to be blocked. In the most general
sense, how is the process going on?

U. B.: Honestly, I don’t have any legal expectations. Yes, there should have been a
legal struggle, a lawsuit should have been filed, but in many ecological issues in
Turkey, these projects are being carried on despite the stay of execution decisions.
We can see this on a scale from Cerattepe to the Ida Mountains. I don’t think
there is any road work at the moment, there wasn't last year either. The stage
here is between Avusor Plateau-Huser Plateau. The most broken point was the
road between Yukar1 Kavrun and Samistal Plateau. After they were completed,
no additional road work was done. But this applies to the Kackars region. In the
meantime, these road works were applied to some of the Laz plateaus on the Alt1
Parmak side. Of course, I don't know about other regions. I don’t know whether
Samsun, Ordu, Giresun, Trabzon and Artvin have an unfinished stage or whether

there were additions after 2019 or not.

I think at some point it became a matter of stubbornness. Our only problem was
not that the road between Samistal and Kavrun should not be built. The road
should not have been built at all. Because, for example, Avusor Plateau and Huser
Plateau already had a road. If people really wanted to reach somewhere, you could
have created an infrastructure to enable people to reach the plateaus. For example,
it was possible to improve the road to Huser. But to connect two plateaus is to
disrupt the ecosystem and balance. For example, both Avusor Plateau and Huser
Plateau were plateaus in their own way until 10 years ago. Now they are included
in the programs when a connection road is built between the two plateaus. The
incoming tourists go to Avusor, from there they go to the Biiyiik G6l, on their way
back from the lake they eat at the facilities, drink tea and from there they go to
Huser plateau to watch the sunset. Would you imagine the luxury? People have
gained this thanks to the Green Road. But as a tourism professional, I am not in
favor of this. If people really want to visit a region, they have to pay for it, not

financially but only spiritually. In other words, Avusor Plateau is not just a route



With Ugur Biryol: The Green Road, Wild Plateau Tourism, and Alternatives in the Eastern Black
Sea Region

where you can go up to the Biiyiik Gol and drink tea on the way back. Avusor
Plateau is an extremely important plateau bearing the traces of a huge culture.
Likewise, Huser Plateau and the others. It is necessary to visit all these places by
doing them justice. These places should not be highlands and cultures that are
facilitated by the road, hollowed out and ready to be presented on social media.
After all, we are not on an Instagram tour. Yes, we share the places we visit and see
on Instagram or other social media channels, but there is a discipline to that. As a
matter of fact, in tourism, which is what I would like, for example, you can meet
a person, your world can change. In other words, to ensure that people coming
from outside meet local people, that local people teach them maybe a Laz word,
give them information about what the Hemshin identity is. This would be more
meaningful; they would be doing justice to what they came for. Otherwise, you
can’'t learn about the Black Sea with social media-oriented “this place is good here,
the coffee is good there, the food is good there” tours. This is not the way to travel.
Unfortunately, these road works also interrupt the cultural axis of tourism. In
other words, people who could spend more and better time in Avusor or Huser are
included in a compact program and turned into cabbage soup. You cannot visit
4 plateaus in the same day. This is against human nature. Let’s put it this way; 4

plateaus should not be visited on the same day.

If you optionally offer 4 plateaus in one day, people will only come for one day, but
if you offer 4 plateaus in 4 days, then people will stay longer in the region and have
the chance to get to know the culture better. Then people will have the chance to

say that they have really visited the Black Sea and tried to understand it.

This is an issue that is often discussed in the Gola context. There is Goluri, who
comes oul of Gola and imagines to contribute to Gola as a social enterprise. And
it acts with the motto of slow, local actors and on-site tourism. However, the fast-
paced tourism that has become widespread in the region is the opposite of the
highland culture. People don’t come to the plateau then. What they do is take
photos for Instagram and continue on their way. However, the plateau has a
difficult road and in order to reach the plateau, it is necessary to travel the route

with stops. In the past, the journey was the road itself, not the destination. I think
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this is an important nuance in the Green Road issue. Because there is traffic in the
highlands now. As local people, we don't want to go to the plateaus on holidays
and vacations, which we can call important days and weeks. Because it is very
likely that we will get stuck in traffic in Ayder on such days.

U. B.: And not only in Ayder. You can get stuck in traffic at Zil Kale, Palovit
Waterfall, Cingiva Village, Pokut and Sal plateaus, Gito and Badara plateaus, Cat
and Elevit. It is really sad to say this. It is tragic that you cannot leave a valley for
45 minutes while traveling with people from big cities. In that sense, Goluri and
its counterparts have important duties here. But of course, there are also great
difficulties. Because unfortunately, the general tendency is in favor of what is
popular. People live disconnected from the context and it's sad that they don’t
understand the work we are doing on a subject that we are making extraordinary
efforts on. As people trying to do boutique work, we have to explain ourselves
over and over again. However, only people who come to this region and walk
around with us can clearly understand the difference. People who travel with
Refika and Goluri can understand that they have come to the Black Sea when they
see molasses or termoni being made from pears in a village in Arhavi, because they
cannot understand otherwise.

We have a main issue and a set of questions that link the podcast episodes
together. If I asked you to rank the environmental problems in the Fiastern Black
Sea region, which ones would be in the top three?

U. B.: In the first place is the garbage problem, which is a big scandal in itself.
Recently, an unfortunate incident® happened to Gokge Erhan in Stirmene. There
is the issue of cage fishing, which she tried to draw attention to. I think this should
also be evaluated under this topic. I put HEPPs in second place. HEPP projects are
based entirely on destroying valleys.

After the floods in Bozkut, Kastamonu, we saw how the propaganda of “don’t
confuse HEPPs with dams, they don’t harm nature much” collapsed. People seem

3 The house of painter and environmental activist Gokge Erhan caught fire on October 23,
2021 and the house became unusable.
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to understand a little more how much destruction HEPPs actually cause. I will
put roads in the third place. Roads, including the Green Road, which are built
haphazardly, without a plan or survey, are an environmental problem. I think these
three have caused very serious damage to the Black Sea. And in the background of
all this, there is the desire to extract minerals such as gold mines in the Black Sea

mountains, as in Cerattepe.

There has been a very serious destruction of the Black Sea for the last 30 years:
Coastal Road, dams, HEPP constructions, Green Road, gold mining, garbage
problem, cage fishing, trawling etc... All these have been widely voiced by people
and have been the subject of protests. There have also been people who lost their
lives for this cause. Let us remember Cihan Eren with love, let us remember Kazim
with love. Of course, this issue was on the agenda of many people and many
associations and organizations like Gola, and it was talked about for years. But I
don’t think it makes much sense for us to struggle on our own. Maybe it can give
us peace as individuals, but when we look at it, the Black Sea people have actually
done great evil to their own region. People coming from outside do not do this evil
here. The Black Sea people themselves demand, approve and implement these
buildings, constructions and roads. Therefore, such a picture has emerged. They
consider it a feat to erect monstrous buildings next to a mansion built 100 years
ago with a very beautiful architecture. I also feel sorry for them. This bad building
is also spreading to the culture itself. It affects everything from food and drink to
clothing. So, if a person lives in a mansion or an old wooden house, s/he equips
himself/herself accordingly and adopts a lifestyle. But if s/he lives in an apartment
building or in a freak house made of briquettes and tiles and considers it his/her
right, s/he expresses himself/herself accordingly. In my opinion, all these are very
interconnected. In this sense, it is difficult to determine the top three. And of course
there are quarries. The quarries, the last example of which we saw in [kizdere, are
bad examples of their kind where material is extracted for the construction of
filling areas such as the coastal road and then the airport. For example, Hacapit
was riddled with holes and thousands of tons of material were transported with
quarries. When you say these things, you are targeted and criticized by people who
think differently. However, all these are for the unconditional protection of nature.

We defend these. But unfortunately, the picture is not very bright.
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It is becoming more and more difficult to look at nature holistically. Considering
these problems together, do you think there has been a change in the daily life of
the people in the region?

U. B.: Maybe there have not been radical changes in daily life, but at least there has
been an agenda item called ecology. I think people have learned that they need to
struggle in their own living spaces. I think the struggles in Findikli, Arhavi, Hopa,
Cerattepe, Firtina valley have improved people’s practice of struggle. It caused
an inspiring interaction. Because 20 years ago there was no such interaction.
For example, when we were fighting for the power plant in the Firtina Valley,
we received very little support from the people and neighbors in the region. We
received support partly from Pazar, partly from Ardegen, maybe a little bit from
Findikli. The real support came mostly from outsiders. In that sense, there were
more people coming from Samsun, Trabzon, Istanbul and Ankara. Because at
that time there were ecological issues like Bergama on the Turkey’s agenda. But
today, in this sense, the Black Sea can organize better. This is not an imported
mobilization,; it is a 100% local mobilization. In other words, the people resisting
in Ikizdere are the people of the region. They didn’t come from somewhere else. I

find this development positive.

If you ask what kind of response it has in the practice of daily life, I can say that
things are now being thought about more, even if partially. For example, the
garbage problem is now a concern. Or we see statements such as “we went to that
valley; we saw that a hydroelectric power plant was built there. It's too bad, I'm
glad it wasn’t built here”. This is not a radical transformation, but it is still valuable
in terms of paving the way for an official or unofficial civil society. Initiatives
were established, meetings were held, and interaction was established with other
regions. Friends in Hopa and friends in Senoz got to know each other and entered
into dialog.

All the habitats in the country are very important. We care about protection. It is
also very important that people are in dialog and solidarity with each other in this
sense. I think this is one of the biggest reflections of the last 20 years. For example,
I'went with my friends to the protest sites on the coast and in other areas, and they

came here too. This is also a very good thing. Only if we act in solidarity with each
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other in this way, if we support each other, we can prevent some things. So, we can
make our voices heard better.

We live a life that intersects with other lives. This is precisely the issue of
intersections. As we intersect, we grow and realize that we are part of the whole.
Being part of the whole is not only about what I live, what concerns me, what
belongs to me. It’s about everything we can intersect. And as we intersect, we
take the seeds in our pockets to other paths and we incorporate seeds from other
lands into our own journey. This has opened my mind. Thank you very much.
We come to the last question. When we talk about protests and environmental
movements, certain environmental movements and images come to mind. Can
you tell us about the most striking environmental movement image and,/or slogan
you remember?

U. B.: Beyond slogans, I think there were things that made the movement and
the action itself meaningful. For example, one of them was the “Great Anatolian
March” in Ankara, right on the eve of my decision to return to the valley. There
were many components coming from all over the country. A very good message
was given there: “your problem is my problem.” If we consider the last 30
years, for example, the Bergama movement was also very meaningful and very
beautiful. For example, the song “Do the dead wear gold?” by Mogollar is one of
the unforgettable ones. The struggle for the power plant in Firtina was one of the
most important cornerstones. Cerattepe, ikizdere were unforgettable. Actually, for
me, all struggles, whether they are 5 people or 3 people, with slogans or without
slogans, if there is a struggle and resistance for a person, a tree, a stone, a bird, this
is very important to me. Therefore, we cannot distinguish between that which is
important and that which is unimportant.

All of them are very precious, too precious to be captured in slogans. A salute to all
the people who fought this struggle and all the people who lost their lives for this
cause. There are struggles that have been fought.

This is a web of struggle that is woven together. Is there anything you would like
to add?
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U. B.: For 5-6 years, the Black Sea has lost some momentum in terms of culture and
art. Unfortunately, people have become very separated and distanced from each
other. In the past, there used to be concerts, music works, collective book works,
and movies that were carried out with a little more solidarity. We have moved
away from these and separated. There is a need for cultural and artistic activities,
festivals, events such as book fairs that will bring people together again. This is
a very important thing in the Black Sea region. We still don’t have an organized
inventory. Everyone is doing something in their own field, but I don’t think we
have adequately told this energy both to the people living in the Black Sea region

and to the public opinion in Turkey.

Something is missing somewhere. The hard feelings and resentments that arise
from people’s distance from each other are sad. However, there is nothing that
cannot be shared in life. If it can be sustained with goodness and beauty, if people
support each other, I think we can do much better things. For the Black Sea, this
is something that will go in parallel with the work of people of culture and arts,
because only the right things can be told by being inspired by those people. What
we are doing is something that spills over into tourism, finds a response in daily
life and can be strengthened by collective work. For example, the Green Plateau
Festival was very important in that sense. It brought many people and components
together and offered good examples in many fields of culture and art. This is one
of the activities we miss. It was a good field practice. I hope that such activities
will be continued.

Collective production is very valuable in the region and it is very
challenging to do it. But it has been done once in the past. In a sense,
this means it can be done again. The conversation we had with dear
Ugur Biryol on the Eastern Black Sea region in this episode of Koyu Yesil
started with the Green Road and continued on a path that also focused
on the handicaps of tourism. Thank you very much for taking the time. |
would like to thank you again for both your writings and your nourishing
sharing that you have done with tact, considering what and how the other
party will receive it.



Oguz Kurdoglu ile Dogu Karadeniz Ormanlari,

Ormansizlasmanin Nedenleri, Boyutlari...

Bu bolimde! sevgili hocamiz Oguz Kurdoglu ile Dogu Karadeniz’in ormanlarina
bakacagiz.

Hosgeldiniz hocam. Karadeniz'in koyu vyesil bir pastoral yapisinm oldugunu
anlatlarin icerisine siirekli vediriyoruz. Ama bu yesilin kaynagi olan ormanlara
¢ok bakmiyoruz. Bize biraz Karadeniz ormanlarmdan bahsedebilir misiniz?

Oguz Kurdoglu: Agaca bakip ormami gérmiiyoruz. Ogrencilerime hep soylerim.
Ormanlar uzaktan da ¢ok giizeldir ama orman asil igine girerseniz size 6gretmeye
baslar. Ormanda mantaryiyen salyangozu, kiiciiciik bir bdcegin yamurta koymasini
ya da kuslarin yemeklerini bulma cabalarini gorebilirsiniz. Diinya bir ekosistem ve
biitiin canh formlar1 da bu ekosistemin parcalaridir. Biz insanlar bu ekosistemi
kendi yasam ortamlarimiza dondiirditk. Bazi ekosistemleri ¢ok degistirdik,
bazilarimi yok ettik ya da en iyi ihtimalle bozduk. Diinyanin karasal alanlarinin
%601, denizel alanlarm da yaklagik %70 ciddi sekilde doniistiiriilmiis durumda.
Karadeniz de iste bu ekosistemin 36-42 kuzey paralellerinin 42 enlemlerinde, kimi

zaman bol yagis alan bir bolgesi.

Karadeniz ormanlar aslinda Eurosibiryan bolge dedigimiz, Avrupa'da baslayip

Sibirya'ya Kamcatka'ya kadar uzanan bir bolgenin parcasi. Buna bitki cografyasi

1 Bu bolim 23 Haziran 2022'de yayinlanmigstir.
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diyoruz. Tiirkiye'de ti¢ tane bitki cografyasi bulunuyor. Biri Eurosibiryan dedigimiz
Avrupa - Sibirya bitki cografyasi, digeri Mediterrean dedigimiz Akdeniz bolgesi,
obiirii de Iran-Turan bolgesi dedigimiz i¢ Anadolu'dan Iran'in diplerine kadar giden
step bolgesi. Bu ii¢ bitki cografyasinin tigtiniin de kendine has ozellikleri var ve
ticiinde de bazi sahalar korunmalidir. Tiir gesitliligi bakimindan Karadeniz bu bitki
cografyalari arasinda tigiinciidiir. Biz yiiksek boylu ormanlar ve siklik bakimindan
biraz daha yogun oldugumuz, yesil oldugumuz icin herkes biyocesitliligimizin ¢ok
daha yiiksek oldugunu zanneder.

Ormanlan biz eurosibiryan boélgede, yani Tiirkiye'nin Karadeniz boélimiinde
aslinda ikiye ayiriyoruz. Melet caymin dogusuna Kolsik flora bélgesi diyoruz.
Buna Giircistan'inda bir boliimii dahildir. Bu Kolsik provence ismi bélgenin eski
ad1 Kolhis'ten geliyor. Ashinda Kolhis bolgesi Sinop’a kadar uzanir. Ama Melet'in
dogusu ile Melet'in batis1 arasinda bitki birlikleri, iklim, yiikseltiler acisindan
farklihk vardir. Bu yiizden de ayn olarak adlandirilmis, bolgeye Kolsik flora
denmistir. Ladinin en son gittigi yer Melet irmagidir. Tabii tek tiik gruplar halinde
bat1 kiyisinda da ladin vardir ama Ordu'ya girerken iizerinden gectigimiz Melet
cay1 dogal bir sinirdir. Buranin dogusunu ve batisini ayr1 degerlendirmek lazim.
Batisinda dayine tizerinde ¢ok baski olan ¢cok zengin ormanlar var. Zira giiniimiizde
dogal kaynaklar ne kadar zenginse o kadar yogun bask: altindadir. Melet ¢ayinin
dogusuna baktigimiz zaman tiirler bakimmdan ladin ¢ok belirleyicidir. Asag:
mintikalarda, Artvin Coruh vadisinde, Akdeniz flora elementlerini goriiriiz. Girift

bir yap1 vardir bu agidan.

Bolgenin bitki sosyolojisine ya da vejetasyon tipinin geneline baktigimiz
zaman, kizilagaclarin en agagida yogun oldugunu goriiyoruz. Kizilagaclar diisitk
rakimlarda yasayan oncii agac niteligindeki agaclardir ve topragi bir an énce
kaplarlar. Kizilagaclar topragi kapladigi zaman es anlh olarak o toprag: siiksesyon
dedigimiz, ardil degisimin, sonraki gelecek tiirlerin yasamasina elverigli hale
getirir. Bunu yaparken koklerindeki azotobakter yumrular havadaki serbest azotu
alir ve topraga verir. Boylece kizilagaglar hem kendi biiyiir hem de toprag: daha
verimli hale getirirler. Devaminda oraya bagka tiirler de gelir ve ardil degisim,
yani siiksesyon boyle devam eder. Sonra igne yapraklilar, en sonunda da golgeye
dayanikhlar, Karadeniz 6rneginde, kestane, kayin gibi tiirlere birakir yerini. Daha
yiikseklerde ladin ve géknari goriiyoruz. ibreliler bakimdan en yiiksege goknar
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cikiyor. 2100'lere kadar yer yer saricamlar goriiyoruz. $oyle diyelim; sifirdan
bagladigimiz zaman yiikseklik arttikca, karisik bicimde kizilagacin, kestane,
giirgeninin oldugunu goriiriiz. Ondan sonra kayinin, ak¢aagacin, ladinin, kayin ve
az daolsakizilagacin oldugu karigik ormanlar goriiriiz. Bu tiirler hep karngiktir tabii,
dogada sinirlan ¢izgiyle ¢izemezsiniz. Daha yukarilara ¢iktikca artik kestanenin
ve kaymnin yasayamayacagi yerlerde hakim duruma ladin, daha sonra da géknar
gecer. Bizim icin orman smir1 bir anlamda 2100 metrelerdir. Bu karasal alanlarda
2400-2600 metrelere kadar gider. O yiizden Karadeniz'de dolagirken beseri
faaliyetle bozulmamissa asag yukar kars1 yamaglarda gordiigtimiiz yiikseklikler
hakkinda bir fikir sahibiyizdir. Elbette tam sinir ¢izmek gibi bir sey s6z konusu
degildir. Bu cesitlilik iklimsel sebeplerle de oluyor. Giines daha az o yiizden de
golge, yar1 golge yari 1s1k agaclarinin ¢ok oldugunu goriiyoruz. Isik agaclar baz
yerlerde 6ne gegebiliyor sonra da yerlerini goknara terk ediyor.

Soyle diyelim; Artvin, Rize'de biliyorsunuz ¢ok kisa, 40-50 km mesafede, sifirlardan
3.700'lere cikiliyor. O yiizden buralardaki dereler ¢cok daha vahsi bir topografya
gosterir. Dik meyillidir, sular kopiiklii kopiiklii, ¢alkalanarak inerler. Ovalardaki
gibi menderesler yapmazlar. Dogu Karadeniz iklime bagl olarak su bakimindan da
varsildir ama toprak derinligi bakimindan biraz problemimiz var. Ladinler burada
cok s18 kok yaptigi i¢in, bir anlamda hakim durumdadir ve ladin buzul sonrasinda
buralarda kalabilmis bir relikt / kalmt1 tiirdiir. O yiizden de cok kiymetlidir.
Artvin'i ele alirsak, hem Tiirkiye'nin en yagish yeri ve hem de Konya Cihanbeyli
civarini saymazsak en kurak yeridir. 320 mm yakin yillik yagis alir. Artvin'in yagis
ortalamasi 640 mm iken, Artvin'in sahil kesimine ya da Rize’ye geldigimiz zaman
2.500-2.800lere, hatta lokal olarak bazi orografik yagislarin yogunlastig1 Esenkiyi
gibi, Hopa'daki yerlerde yillik ortalamanin 3.0oomm’e ye yaklastigini goriiriiz.
Dolayisiyla bu iklimsel varyasyon, yukariya dogru giderken de ayr bir 6zellik ortaya
koyar, mikroklimalar olugturur. Mesela Artvin'de, Rize'de, Trabzon'da Akdeniz bitki
elementleri de goriiyoruz. Zeytincilik de yapilir, narenciye de. Mikroklimalarin,

toprak ozellikleri gibi farkh faktorlerin bu ¢esitlilikte biiyiik 6nemi vardir.

Buranin konukgulan da, yaban hayat1 yani, cok cegitlidir. Mesela son zamanlarda
Giircistan'dan, fran'dan giren, ¢tkan Anadolu Parsinin tekrar bolgeye geldigini
ama hentiz yerlesik olarak goriilmedigini s6yleyebiliriz. Artvin 6zellikle atmaca,
kartal gibi giindiiz yirtic1 kuglar bakimindan kuzey yarikiirenin en biiyiik 3
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kus go¢ yolundan biridir. Bu kuslar goce gittikleri zaman en uygun yerlerde
lokalize oluyorlar ve yogun olarak goriiniiyorlar. Insanlar da bunlar hig¢ bitmiyor
zannediyor ama Oyle degil. Niye dyle degil, clinkii sulak alanlar kuruyor, ormanlik
alanlar azaliyor. Nihayetinde biiyiik go¢ yapmaz yirtici kuglar. Ordek, bildircin gibi
yaglarini kullanarak bir seferde Karadeniz'i asamazlar. Hizli tiirler olduklar icin
bunlarn sik stk benzin doldurmalari lazimdir. O yiizden sulak alanlar, ormanhk
alanlar 6nemlidir. Bu giindiiz yirticilar bolgeye geldikleri zaman, daha dnce goce
baglamig daha kiigiik tiirlerin burada olmasinin biiyiik 6nemi var. Bu da ancak
zengin bir florayla olabilir. Yani cesitlilik olacak ki, bagka tiirler de olsun. Dogu
Karadeniz ozellikle bu agidan son derece 6nemlidir. Peki ormanlari anlat dediginiz

de neden bu konulara girdim? Ciinkii ormanlar sadece agac toplulugu degildir.

Ormanlar agaclardan olusmaz. Eger 6yle olsayd:i parklara diktigimiz agaclara da
orman dememiz gerekirdi. Evet kent ormani falan diyoruz ama bunlar daha ¢ok
koruluktur. Orman yiiksek boylu agaclardan calilara, egreltilere, otlara yosunlara
kadar varan bir bitki tabakalanmasi icinde memelilerden kuglara, her tiirli
boceklere, makro ve mikro yasam formlariyla canli bir sistem (biocenose)dir.
Yani agac diktiginiz zaman agag tiiriine, oranin iklimine, toprak yapisina gore bir
agac toplulugunun orman olabilmesi i¢in 100-150 y1l hatta 250 y1l gegmesi gerekir.
Orman toprakla birlikte bir biitiindiir. Ayagimizi bastigimiz bir toprak parcasinda
11-12 tiire ait yaklagik 50-60 bin canli var. Ornegin 10 milyon nematod, neredeyse
1 m* topragin altinda yasayabilir. Bir cay kasig1 saglikli toprakta 100 milyon ila 1
milyar arasinda bakteri olabilir. Bunlarin bazilar1 makro, gorebildigimiz canlilar
bazilart mikro diizeyde, bakteri ve mantarlar. Ozellikle orman topragi son derece
onemli, mutlaka korunmasi gereken bir yapidir. Giinkii hem sularin kalitesi, hem

miktari agisindan ¢ok belirleyicidir orman toprag.

Karadeniz'de yiizey sularina bagimli bir toplum yasiyor. Derin topraklarimiz
olmadig1i¢in akiferyok, dolayisiyla bizler dag sularini ve yagis sularini kullaniyoruz.
Daglarda kar bulunmasinin biiyitk 6nemi var. Kar yagmasi ¢ok 6nemli. Yags kar
olarak degil, yagmur olarak yagiyorsa bu yagmuru biinyesinde tutabilecek yegane
yap1 ormanlarin olusturdugu 6lii értii ve humustur. i¢me sulan yagigh yerlerde
%65'e kadar, kurak yerlerde de %go’lara kadar daglardan gelir. Dolayisiyla yiiksek
dag ormanlarinin, yiitksek dag cayirlarinin, meralarmin hemen 6zel koruma

statiilerine alinmasi lazim.
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Ormanin ne biiyiik zenginlik oldugundan bahsettik. Zenginlik hemen ekonomiyle
kesisiyor. Hocam siz de orman ekonomisi alaninda uzmansiniz. Peki bu orman
ckonomisi nedir tam olarak?

Ormancilik... Orman admna “cilik” eklediginiz zaman bir faaliyeti ifade eder.
Bu faaliyet siirdiiriilebilir bir faaliyet olmalidir. Aksi takdirde “cilik” devam
edemez. Cinkii ormanlar kalmaz. Doganin en zengin en varsil kaynaklarindan
biri ormanlardir. Zenginlik lafin1 ¢ok kullanmayr sevmiyorum aslinda. Orman
bir varliktir. Ormancilik bilim ve teknige dayali bir diizen igerisinde ormanin
korunmasi, gelistirilmesi, isletilmesi isidir. Ormanlar kit kaynak haline geldiginde
genel olarak ekonominin ilgi alanina girdi. Ve ekonominin bir sektorii olarak,
ormancilik sektorii dogdu. Aslinda ekonomik ekoloji dallarindan biridir
ormancilik.

Insanligin baglangicindan itibaren, barinma ve beslenmede ormanlardan
yararlandi. Sonra ormam kullanma evresine gelindi. Niifus arttikca insanlar
ormanlar daha ¢ok kullanmaya bagladilar. Bir siire sonra da ormanlarin azaldigin
gordiiler. Ormanlar titkenmeye basladi. Siirecte ormanlarin kesilmesine kars:
yasaklar kondu. Ornegin Almanya'da arazilerin etrafina odun citler yapmak
yerine derin ¢ukurlar/hendekler kazilmasina karar verildi. Evlerin yapilmasinda
sadece tag kullanilmasi emredildi. Fransa'da ormanlarin azalmasi sonucu tabut
kullaniminda kisitlamaya gidildi ve bir donem sadece zenginler tabutla gémiildii.
Bir bagka 6rnek 11. yy. Ingiltere’sinde Maliye Bakani'nin ortaya koydugu 6 agac
kural. Bir ormanda kendi etrafimzda dondiigiiniizde 6 kesilmis aga¢ kiitiigii
goriiyorsaniz, oradan aga¢ kesmek yasaklanmigti. Bagka bir orman alaninda
etrafinizda dondigiiniizde 4 kesilmis aga¢ kokii goriirseniz, orada 2 agac

kesebilirdiniz. Adi konmamus siirdiiriilebilir ormanciligin ilk uygulamasidir bu.

O zaman ormancilik politikasi nedir? Kamu yonetimi toplum ile orman
kaynaklar1 arasinda bir dengeyi koruyarak toplumun, tiim canl sistemlerinin
orman ekosistem hizmetlerinden ve orman fonksiyonlarindan kesintisiz
yararlanmas i¢in yonetme siirecidir. Ormancilik politikasinin ¢alisma konusu
ormanlardir. Dogal olarak orman fakiiltelerinin kurulmasinin da sebebi aslinda
ormanlarim bu kullanim siirecinde kaybolmasini, tiikenmesini engelleyecek bir

diizen saglamaktir. Ormanlar ortaya ilk ¢iktiklar yaklagik 400 milyon yildan beri
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zaten dogal siireclerinde yok olurlar ve siiksesyon dedigimiz siirecle yeniden var
olurlar. Bunu optimize etmek icin ormancilik bilimi dogdu, fakiilteler kuruldu.
En sonunda teknik ormancilik dedigimiz ¢ok yonlii yararlanma ilkesinin oldugu
stirdiiriilebilirlik giindemi ortaya ¢ikti. Bu agidan ormancilik politikas: pek ¢ok
bilim dalinin @istiinde bir ¢at1 gibidir.

Ormancilik politikasindan ve siirdiiriilebilirlikten bahsedince tabii ormansizlasma
giindeme gelivor. Hocam Dogu Karadeniz icin ormansizlasma c¢ok onemli bir
sorun mu? Nasil durumumuz?

0. K.: Bir tek Dogu Karadeniz icin olsa keske. Bizim iilke icin, diinyadaki bazi
tilkeler i¢in de ¢ok 6nemli bir sorun. Ciinkii okyanuslardan sonra en iyi oksijen
tireten kaynagimiz ormanlar. Biz ormanlarin sik sik azaldigiyla ilgili konusuyoruz.
15-20 y1l 6ncesine kadar diinyada yilda 13 milyon hektar ormanlarin yok oldugunu
biliyoruz. Bir donem bu 18 milyon hektara kadar ¢ikti. Diinyada su an 4 milyar
100 milyon hektarlik orman alani var. Yani diinyanin yaklasik %3o0-31'lik kismi
ormanlik alan. Bu ormanhk alani, i¢ine girdiginiz zaman karanlik, giizel, hep
agaclik olan bir orman olarak da degerlendirmemek lazim. %10 kapaliliga kadar,
yani agaclarin tepe catilarinin izdiigiim olarak topragin en az onda birini kapattig
yogunlukta bir orman olmak zorunda ki biz bu varliga orman diyebilelim.

Biitlin Tiirkiye'de ciddi bir orman kesimi var. Dogu Karadeniz de yillardir ¢ok
ciddi bir orman kesimine ugruyor. Orman kirimi1 demek belki daha dogru olur.
Orman kesimi su an mevcut planlarin, ormanin karsilayabileceginden ¢ok daha
biiytik 6lciide yapiliyor. Simdi sdyle diyelim; Tiirkiye'de yaklasik 23 milyon hektar,
%329, ormanimiz var. Bunlarin yaris1 orman gibi orman ama diger yarisi i¢in
bunu séylemek ¢ok zor. Bu diger yar1 alan, miilkiyet olarak ormanlk alan yani
devlet ormani sahasi. Bu alanlarin yeniden ormanlagmasi lazim ama her tarafi

ormanlagtirmakta miimkiin degil.

Ote yandan bu ormanlarn iirettigi artim var. Basitce agaclarin her yil artan
boliimiine biz artim diyoruz. Artimlar yaklasik 47,5 milyon metrekiip oluyorsa
ve biz her y1l 47 milyon bugugu alirsak o zaman ormanlarimiz sabit kalir. Oyle
olmuyor ama. Servet artimi olmaz o zaman. Son yillarda ¢ok ciddi bir problem

olan biiyiik orman kesimine baglandi.
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Bizim orman {riinleri sanayimiz ¢ok gelismistir. Yatinm planlamas1 diizgiin
yapilmadig1 icin daha cok ithal edilen agaclarla, lif levha, yani suntalamlar, mdf’ler
gibi tiretimler yapiyoruz ve ihra¢ ediyoruz. Bir ihra¢ kaynagidir ancak doviz artinca
yurtdisindan aldigimiz mallar pahalilagmis oluyor. O zaman iiretim pahali olacagi
icin tiretilen mallarin satis1 da pahali olacaktir. Bu sorunu agmak i¢in yurt i¢indeki
kaynaklara yonelindi. 2018'1ere kadar 17,5 milyon metrekiip agag kesilirken bu yil
itibariyle bu miktar 30-35 milyon metrekiiplere ¢ikti. Resmi rakamlar 32,5 milyon
civarinda ama bizzat igin icindekilerden gelen bazi gayri resmi agiklamalar bu
oranin yaklasik 35 milyon m? civarinda oldugunu soyliiyorlar. Orman yanginlar
biiyiimesin diye ormanlarin kapalihigim kirarak yanici maddelerin bir kismini
kesme yoluna gittiler. Bu da aslhinda iiretim miktarin artirmakla ilgili bir
durumdur. Bu isi o kadar ileri gotiirdiiler ki, orman bakimi adi altinda milli
parklarin bazilarinda iiretim yaptilar. Hatta bazi milli parklarda yillik yaklasik
10 bin metrekiipliik kesimler yapiliyor. Bu ¢ok aci bir tablo. Korunan alanlarda
boyle bir sey yapilamaz. Dogu Karadeniz'de gectigimiz yaz arazideydik, dogal yash
ormanlan gorditk. Hemsin'in yukarilarina, Savsat/Meydancik, Giresun ve Artvin
ormanlarina gittik. Resmen kesilip dogranmis ormanlar. Maliyeti kurtarmadigi icin
bazilar alinmamis bile. Ladin ormanlarinda seyreklestirmeyi planl yapmazsaniz,
riizgarlar biiyiik yikimlara neden olur. S1g kokliidiir ladinler. Toprak derin olmadig:
icin bu tiir o arazilerde yaygin olur. Dolayisiyla bir dayanigma ile simdiye kadar
bir arada olan ve riizgara mukavemet gosteren bu ormanlarin aralarindan almak,
iclerine riizgarn biitiiniiyle girmesini olanak vermek olur. Daha sonra bu ormanlar
tipk: saginiz tarar gibi bir tarafa yikiliverirler. Bu durum ayni zamanda seller ve
c¢iglarin da onlenmesinde ¢ok etkin olan ormanlarin bu fonksiyonunu da tam
olarak yerine getirmesini engellemek demektir. Gecen seneki Kastamonu'daki
o biiyiik sel felaketinde, kesilen tomruklar yanhs yere istiflendi diye biiyiik bir
feveran vardi. Insanlar sugu orada buldu. Hi¢ kimse o kiigiik havzada yiiz bin
metrekiip agacin niye kesildigini konusmadi. Dolayisiyla en basta soyledigim gibi,
yagislari en iyi tutan sey 6lii ortii ve humustur. Bir siinger gibi, kendi hacminin
9 kat1 su tutar ve o sular yavas yavas topragin derinliklerine iletir. Béylece o
iletilen su toprak derinliklerinden, kayalarin catlaklarindan derelere gider. Evet
50 - 100 yillik ¢ok biiyiik yagislarda derelerde biiyiik seller olur. Tagkin yatagim
burada kapatmamamiz lazim. Biz dereleri kisalttik, betonlara aldik, tagkin

yataklarina binalar yaptik. Oysa dere “ben ara sira 50 yilda, 100 yilda bir biiyiik
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pik yaparim. Benim milyon senede olusturdugum bu tagkin yatagim bana aittir ve
bu dénemlerde dere geldigi zaman yayilirim” der. Hatta zamanla aliivyal taracalar
olusur ve burada olusan aliivyal ormanlar bir bagka selin, tagkinin 6niinde onun

enerjisini diigtiren fiziki engeldir.

Cikarilan genelgede diyor ki, yanginlar 6nlemek i¢in biz bu yol kenarindaki su
kadar alanda agaclari kesecegiz. Bunun parantez i¢cindeki anlami sudur; “ormanlar
olmazsa orman yangini da olmaz.” Orman yanginlan sadece yollarin yaninda
cikmiyor. Dogu Karadeniz'de en basta ormanlarin yollarla parcalanmasiyla, sonra
tiretimin son yillardaki artisiyla ve bolgenin madencilige tahsis edilmesiyle,
HESlerle pek ¢ok orman alani yok edilmigtir. Ama HESler, madenler giindemde
degilken de DoguKaradeniz'de doganin parcalanmasive ormanlarin azalmasindaki
en 6nemli unsurlarin basinda yol ingaatlar geliyordu. Yol, ormanlarda azalmaya
sebep olur. Ciinkii hem bir yer isgalidir ve hem de agagsiz bolgede cevre kaygis
gozetilmedigi i¢in, normal kaz1 hacminin {izerindedir. Dogu Karadeniz %70-%80
egimli bir yer oldugu i¢in normal kazi hacmi kullanilamiyor. Ciinkii %66 egimin
iistiinde, yollarda kazi hacmi malzemesini kullanamiyorsunuz. Ne yapiyorlar?
Boca ediyorlar! 100, 200, 500 metrelik sevde ormanlar derelere kadar tamamen
mahvoluyor. Unutmayalim, Dogu Karadeniz ormanlari biitiin iilke ormanlarindan
farkli yonetilmelidir. Clinkii ladin buraya adaptif bir tiirdiir. Bu ormanlar bu kadar
yollarla parcalanmamaldir. Ustelik bu derece egimli ormanlarin da mutlaka
korunmasi gerekmektedir. 1995'te yapilan bir calismada ormancilar bu ormanlarin

en az %31'lik boliimiiniin koruma altina alinmasini énermislerdi.

Sanirim yol medeniyettir diyerek daglar1 deldik, ormanlar1 boldiik. Milli parklar
ve korunan alanlar ormanlart korumak i¢in islevsel bir yontem mi peki?

0. K.: Bilinen en iglevsel yontem. Ciinkii pek cok yatirnmlarla dogal alanlar
kaybedilmeye baslayimca, insanoglunun buldugu bir ¢6ziim. Ve yeni bir ¢oziim de
degil mesela milattan 6nce 6 binli yillarda da tapinaklarin etrafindaki ormanlar
korunmaya baglamugti. Keza savag araclari yapimi igin rezerv olarak tutulmus
ormanlar vardir. Osmanlrda da var bu. Gemi yapiminda kullanilmak tizere bazi
alanlar koruma altina alimmusti. 19oo’lere gelirken Amerika'da yaklagik 2500 hektar

civarinda, s5o00’den fazla alan, simdiki korunan alanlarin niivesini olusturdu. 1872'de
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ilk milli park yasasi ¢ikarilmis, Yellowstone Milli Parki ilan edilmistir. Milli parklar
biitiin guizelligi, naifligi ve etkileyiciligiyle korunmasi gereken tiimiiyle ulusa ait
alanlardir. 1872'deki bu ilk milli park ilanindan sonra, 1887'de Avustralya'da, 2 yil
sonra Yeni Zelanda'da milli parklar ilan edilmeye baglandi. 1909'da Avrupa’ya bu
bir moda gibi si¢riyor ve korunan alanlarda artiglar oluyor. Siire¢ Ikinci Diinya
Savagr'nda durakliyor, sonra yeniden hizlaniyor. Yerinde koruma olarak, koruma
alanlan ¢ok 6nemlidir. Bizde 1947'de ilk kez bir hocamiz “doga korumada biz
ormanciligimiz” adl bir yazi yaziyor. Burada ilk kez milli park kavramindan soz
ediyor. Aslinda Atatiirk doneminde 1937 tarihli 3116 sayili ilk modern ormancilik
yasasinda ormanlarin korunmasi i¢in ¢ok modern bir kanun ¢ikiyor. Oncesinde
Osmanlr'nin son zamanlarinda da amenajman yasasi diyebilecegimiz bir orman
yonetim yasasinda koruma ve muhafaza olmak tizere iki ayrn kavramdan soz
ediliyordu. Ama bu yasalarda Milli Park yoktu. 1956'da ¢cok daha modern bir orman
kanunu hazirlandi. Bu yasa ormanlan kullanima agmak icin bugiine kadar 50
kiistir kere degistirildi. 4 ve 25. maddede milli parktan bahsediliyordu ve 1982'ye
kadar 17 milli park kurulmustu. 1982'de 2873 sayili Milli Parklar yasas1 ¢iktr. Milli
park, tabiat parki, tabiat koruma alanlari ve tabiat anit1 gibi kavramlar giindeme
girdi. Stirecte korunan alanlar biitiin diinyada muazzam bir sistem haline geldi.
IUCN, Avrupa Birligi gibi uluslararas: kurumlar da genel politikanin belirleyicisi
oldu. IUCN'in 6 tane smiflamasi var biitiin bu kavramlar buraya uydurulmaya
calisiliyor. Diinyada su an yaklasik 204.000 korunan alan ve 6.000'e yakin milli
park var. Ancak yasal anlamda halen diinyanin %15'ini koruma altina alabildik.
Ciinkii biitiin bu korunan alan caligmalan en iist otorite, yani hiikiimetler
tarafindan cikarilan yasalarla denetlenerek yapilir. Korunan alanlarin 2020'de
%17'ye ¢ikacagl varsayllmisti. Diinyada da s6yle bir hedef var: “2030 %30.” 2030'da
diinyanin %3o’unun koruma alani olmasi hedeflenmektedir. Ve unutmayalim

eger, korumazsak kaybederiz!

Korunan alan ilan ediyorsunuz ama oranin biyolojik cesitliligin, sosyal, kiiltiirel,
tarihsel ve arkeolojik kaynaklarmin korunmasi icin yapilan bu caligmalarin
bazilan kagt iistiinde kaliyor. Yani orasi korunan alan ama aslinda korunamiyor.
Paper park deniyor bunlara o yiizden. Marmara Denizi 6zel ¢evre koruma bolgesi
ilan edildi. Koruma oranlarimiz artt1 ama korunan bir sey yok! Avrupa ortalamasi

%29g'dur. Biz daha %8lerdeyiz. Ozellikle dogal ekosistemlerin, dogal habitatlarin,
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tiirlerin korunmasi konusunda yeni ¢aligmalara ihtiyacimiz var. Doga korumada
en biiyiik problem parcalanma yani fragmentasyondur. Bir korunan alan ne kadar
biiyiikse o kadar iyidir. Ancak bizler bunu hep sulandiriyoruz. Milli parklarimiz
45'e cikti. Tabiat parki mesela 260’larda. Mesire alanlarini biz tabiat parki ilan
ettik. Ama dogay1 en siki koruma sifi 3o’larda kaldi. Yani bakanhik en cok
kullanilanlarin sayisini artirirken, ormanin i¢inde kimsenin giremeyecegi, orada
insanlarin ancak bilimsel ¢alisma yapabilecegi, mutlak koruma alanlarinda hig
yiikselme yok. Bu kotii bir sey.

Ormanlarmizin bu kadar kesilmesinin bir bagka sonucu da parcalanmadir.
Bizzat bunu orman bakanhgmin yayinlan séylemektedir. Mesela 2008'de Orman
Bakanhigrnin yaptigi bir calismada 10 hektar dedigimiz, 15-17 futbol sahasi
biiyiikliigiinde alanlarin sayis1 ortalama 55.500’ken 2019'da 121.000% cikmus.
Daha kétiisii 1000 hektardan biiyiik alanlarin sayisi 2008'de 1415 iken bu say: da
187'ye diismiis. Yani biiyiik alanlar da pargalanmig ve dolayisiyla kiiciik alanlarin
parcalanma sayis1 da artmig. O zaman iste dogay1 koruma sansimiz da kalmiyor.
Ne kadar kiiciikse, o kadar dig miidahalelere acik hale gelir orman. Oradaki
hayvanlarin da yagsama sansi kalmaz. Bagka alanlara go¢ etmek zorunda kalirlar ve

bu bagka alanlardaki popiilasyonun biilyiimesi anlamina gelir.

Ormanlarla birlikte pek ¢ok tiir de yok oluyor. Ormanlara insan miidahalesi artiyor.
Yollar yapiliyor, ormandaki hayvanlar ve bitkilerle insanlarin temasi artiyor. Biitiin
bunlarn degerlendirdigimiz zaman ormanlarin hem azalmasi hem korunamamasi
acisindan biyolojik cesitliligin korunmasi son derece 6nemli. Unutmayalim ki
biyolojik cesitlilik olmazsa hicbirimiz doyamayiz. Sonugta doydugumuz biitiin
tiriinler biyolojik cesitliligin bir parcasi. Korunan alanlar bir iilkenin gelecegine
yapilan yatirnmdir. Bunu goz ardi etmeyelim. Bir anlamda korunan alaniniz ne
kadar artiyor ise genetik kaynaklarimzi, biyogesitliliginizi de o kadar korursunuz.

O yiizden son derece 6nemlidir.

‘anginlardan ve yol etkisinden bahsettik. Yol kenarmdaki agaclarim ormandan
koparilarak ya da orman i¢lerine yeni yollar a¢ilarak yvangini onlemek gayesi ile
agaclarin nasil kesildigini ve kaynaga doniistiirdiigiinii anlattimz. Simdi Dogu
Karadeniz ¢ok yagmur alan bir yer oldugu icin halkta sanki burada orman yangini
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olmazmus gibi bir algi var. Bir-iki tane olunca da bu vakalari ¢ok miinferit, istisnai
gorme egilimi var. Bu bir soylence mi? Bunu biraz acalim m1 hocam?

0. K.: Ormanin oldugu her yerde yangin olur. Cok uzun siire kuraklik olursa ibreli
ormanlarin oldugu yerlerde yangin cikabilir. Ama bizde yazin hem nem yiiksek
oldugu hem de otsu orman alt tabakalarindaki flora ciddi sekilde yesil (taze)
oldugu icin yanma potansiyeli ¢ok azdir. Bizde yangin kis aylarinda olur. Niye?
Biz “kalas; kalasi” deriz. Lodosla, Akdeniz {izerinden gelen sicak deniz havasi
ic Anadolu'dan gecerken cok kurur. Biitiin nemini orada birakir ve daglar asip
geldigi icin de Karadeniz'in kuzey yamaclarindan indikce 1sinir. O yiizden adeta
sicak vuran bu riizgarlara kalasi derler. iste bu mevsimde zaten kurumug olan
diken, limghana yani egrelti otu, ashnda yanmaya hazir durumdadir. Ve bu kurak
donemde uzun siire eger yagis da olmamisg ise ormanlarin altindaki yaprak ortiisii
de iyice kurur. Ama Dogu Karadeniz'de toprak ve alt tabaka rutin yagislarla 1slak
oldugu zaman, onun kurumasi daha ge¢ olur. Her haliikarda bir ates lazim orman
yangini i¢in. Yagis olmayan mevsimlerde Dogu Karadeniz'deki insanlar tarlalarin,
bag bahcelerini toparlarken amz yakarlar. Fon/kalasi riizgarlarinin oldugu
yerlerde ve zamanda bu ates ormanlara sirayet eder ve ormanlar yanar. Genelde
ortii yangini seklinde olur bu. Eger kendi miktarindan ¢ok yogun olursa, alttaki
kismu biraz daha yiiksege yani agaclara kadar ¢ikabilir. Camburnu'nda 4 yil 6nce
oldugu gibi. Yani 6zetle bizde de orman yangini olur.

Yangin alanlar hakikaten biiyiik problemdir. Cokta tehlikelidir orman yanginlar.
Orman yanginina miidahale ¢ok 6zel yontemler, bilgi ve deneyim gerektirir.
Ama unutmayalim bu yanginlar bizi ne kadar etkiliyor olursa olsun aslinda
alev vermeyen, duman ¢ikarmayan bagka yanginlar da ormanlarimizin iistiinde
Demokles’in kilic1 gibi sallanmaya devam ediyor. Nasil oluyor bu? 2B gibi yasal
araglarla 750.000 hektar orman madencilere, elektrik iletim hatlarina, yollara vs.
tahsis edilmis durumda. $imdi de mesela taglik, kayalik ormanlarin tahsis edilmesi
ciktr. Taghk, kayalik olmayan orman yoktur. Bunu iyi degerlendirmek, anlamak

lazim.

Koyu Yesil boliimlerini birbirine baglayan bir tematik soru setimiz var. Sizden
Dogu Karadeniz o6zelinde ¢evre sorunlarm siralamaniz istesem ilk ii¢ siraya

hangi cevre sorunlari yerlesir hocam?
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0. K.: Bu zamana ve mekéna gore degisir. Mekana gore niye degisiyor? Ciinkii
birincisi herkes en ¢ok kendi bahgesiyle ilgileniyor. ikincisi de yollar. Bir zamanlar
yol benim icin en biiyiik problemdi ve bunu dile getirirdim. Bu biraz teknik bir konu
oldugu icin kimse ilgilenmiyor ama mesela Yesil Yol'da 100 kilometrede 1 milyon
kamyonluk hafriyat ¢ikiyor. Bunu tasirlarsa maliyet kurtarmayacag i¢in hafriyati
yukaridan agagiya bogaltiyorlar. Ve normalde 10 -11 metrelik Yesil Yol olarak izin
alinmis oldugu halde yiizlerce binlerce hektar alan tarumar oldu. Bu ¢cok 6nemli.
Elbette Yesil Yol'un bagka etkileri de var. Ama bence en biiyiik cevre felaketidir
ve basgka cevre felaketlerinin de aracidir. En azindan kisin rahat eden yaban
hayati ve yiiksek daglar artik kisin da rahatsiz edilecek demektir. Bunu gozden
kagirmayalim. Bizler atik bertarafini sifir metre rakimdaki ilelerde bile sistemli
hale getirememigken insanlarin biitiin ¢evresel yiikiinii ve atiklarini 2000-2500
metrelere ¢cikarmak dogru degil. Bir siirii kanun degisti ama yer ¢cekimi kanununu
degistiremezler! Eger bu kanun mevcudiyetini siirdiiriiyor ise yukaridaki her tiirlii

faaliyetin sonuclar1 denize kadar yansiyacak demektir.

[k ii¢ siraya ne koyanim? Eger bu soruyu Camlihemsin'de 97'de sorsaydiniz, ilk
ticiin birincisi HES'lerdi. Ama simdi bakin madenler geliyor. Belki de bu soruyu
ilk ii¢ degil de neler var diye yanitlamam lazim. Ilk ii¢ siralamasi yapamiyorum

gordiigiintiz gibi. Ama HESleri gene sayabiliriz.

‘94'te Dogu Karadeniz'de WWF tarafindan desteklenen Entegre Koruma Projesi’nde
projenin yiiriitiiciisitydiim. O zaman Orman Bakanhigi'nda ¢alistyordum. Dogal
yasli ormanlar bu projenin bir ¢iktisidir, o kavramin adini biz koyduk. Dénemin
Devlet Su Isleri Bélge Miidiirii Hasan Pagal, projeye ilgi gosterdi ve biz araziye
ciktik. Once Firtina Vadisi'ne gittik. Orada planda 6 tane baraj birkac tane de dere
tipi HES goriiniiyordu. Nisan ayinin sonuydu ve kar nedeniyle Elevit'in yukarisina
cikamadik. Dedi ki “ben buray1 yazayim, bu barajlari en azindan HES'e cevirelim.
Ciinkii burada baraj olursa felaket olur, yazik olur” Saniyorum 93-95 faaliyet
raporunda®, o zaman Dogal Hayat1 Koruma Dernegiydi bizim dernegin adi, bu
ciktilan yazdik. Giinkii sonug alind1 ve buradaki barajlar iptal edildi. Hakikaten
o zaman insanlar, bakanliklar kendi kurumlarindan bir amiri dinliyordu. Sonra

bana kimseye vermemek kaydiyla bir harita verdi. Haritada Samsun’a kadar Dogu

2 Dogal Hayati Koruma Dernegi Faaliyet Raporu (1.10.1993 — 30.09. 1995)
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Karadeniz'deki biitiin HES'lerin, barajlarin yerleri var. O harita iptal olduktan
sonra Atlas’ta’ yayinladim. O haritada 6rnegin Artvin'de 17 tane HES, 10 tane baraj
goriiniiyordu. Ama simdi Artvin'de 10 baraj gene duruyor fakat artik 126 tane HES
var. Trabzon'da 5 tane HES goriiniiyorken say1 56'ya ¢ikt1. $imdi baktigimiz zaman
HESler biiyiik problem. Tiirkiye'de biiyiik bir ormansizlasmaya, talana déndii.
Yerli enerji diye takdim edildi oysaki yurt digina satiliyordu. Bu arada belirtmek
gerekir ki en ucuz enerji tasarruf edilen enerjidir. Kayip kacak oram %22"lerde,
23'lerde. Bunu %15 civarmna indirsek birkac baraja, belki onlarca HES'e gerek
olmayacak. Ne yazik ki bu HES'lerin can suyu dedikleri, telafi suyu konusunda
da sikint1 var. Biliyor musunuz, ilk 250 tane HES'e lisanslar1 %1 cansuyu ile
verildi. %1! Sonra bu %10’a cikarildi. Kotii ekosistem sinifi icin verilen miktardir
bu. Bazi iyilestirmeler yapildi ve yapilmaya da ¢aligihyor. Ama unutmayalim ki
halen neredeyse susuz akan dereler var. Oysa bu dereler toplam biyocesitlilik
bakimindan %4o biyogesitliligi tasiyorlar. Bu derelerin %70'ini yok ettik insanlik
olarak. Siz bir dereyi HES’e bagladiginiz, kuruttugunuz zaman %a0o’luk can suyu,
telafi suyu tabii ki yetmiyor. Aslinda o deredeki biitiin canli sistemi tamamen
yok ediyorsunuz. Bunlar CED’lerin hicbir agamasinda dikkate alinmiyor. Mesela
sosyal etki degerlendirmesi yapiliyor mu? Insanlar, kiiltiir, sanat, toplum ne kadar
etkileniyor? Bunlari gidermek i¢in neler yapilmasi gerektigine iligkin de bir sey

yok CED raporlarinda.

Bir digeri de Yesil Yol. Yesil Yol ilk 2004’te ¢ikt1. Yesil Yol yaklagik 2600 kilometrelik
bir yol. Cennet Yol diye lanse ettiler. Bu yolun adi sirf yesilin icinde oldugu i¢in
Yesil Yol. Oysa tam tersi yesili mahveden bir yol, bir kitle turizm yolu. O zaman
bu yatinmin basindaki kisi soyle bir agiklama yapmusti: “Biz Carsamba’nin
yaylalarmdan girip turistlere Giircistan sinirina kadar biitiin giizelliklerimizi
gosterecegiz.” Oysa bu turizm konseptinde de kabul edilmeyen bir yaklagimdur. Siz
arag yollariyla biitiin yaylalarimizi insanlara gstermeyi hedefliyorsunuz. Bunun
anlamu ¢ok kisa siirede bolgeyi tiiketeceksiniz, oradaki geleneksel yasami yok

edeceksiniz demektir. Ve tistelik daha az para birakacaksiniz da.

Ayder Yaylas: bir kent merkezi olma yolunda ve pek ¢ok yayla turizm merkezi
olarak ilan ediliyor. Yaylalar beton yiginina doniiyor. Oysa isin gerceginde

3 Atlas Cografya ve Kesif Dergisi, Sayi: 96 Y11:2001
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turizmde béyle bir sey yok, hele doga temelli turizmde asla yok! Uzungol'e bakin
mesela. Bugiinkii anlamda 1980’lerde kesfedildi Uzungol. Gelisme ve olgunlagma
donemini gecirmeden doyma ve diisiise dogru gidiyor. Birinin goziinii kapatsaniz,
Uzungol'e gotiirseniz orada sorsaniz “Neredesiniz?” diye, Uzungol diyebilir mi?
Diyemez! Ciinkii oraya ait hicbir dogal ve kiiltiirel kanit kalmadi. Ve bu o alanda
ciddi bir fragmentasyona sebep oldu.

Bir diger husus madencilik. Yeni yapilan calismalarda ortaya kondu ki Artvin'in
%72’si maden sahasi. Heniiz haritas1 ¢ikmadi ama Trabzon'un biraz daha az.
Bunun anlami su; Artvin'de neredeyse tarim alani yok. Kent merkezlerine kadar
gelen bir madencilik faaliyeti s6z konusu olacak. Su anki Maden Petrol Isleri Genel
Midiirliigiiniin haritalarina gére Hopanin %86's1, Borckanin %g2’si, Artvin
Merkez'in %g9z2’si maden sahasi olabilir. Biz bu haritay1 TEMA'nin yaptigi, ¢cok
giizel bir calismadan 6grendik. Buradan onlara bir daha tesekkiir etmek isterim.
Biz Artvin ilceleri konusunda calismak icin, bu haritanin altyapisim istedik.
Yénetim kurulu buna izin verdi. Biz ilgelere gore bunu yaydik. il il yapiliyor bu
calismalar ve hakikaten cok biiyiik maddi yiikii de var. Bu acidan TEMA biiyiik bir
ozveride bulundu. Ve Artvin'de ilge bazinda calistigimiz icin ilceleri de biliyoruz.
Savsat'ta %48, Kemalpasa'da %46, Ardanuc'ta %49, onun disindaki ilceler'de
%80'in lizerinde alan maden sahas. Bir tek daglarin zirvelerindeki yerler kaliyor
insanlara. Madencilik; tiim dogal alanlarda su sistemini de bozdugu ve asit maden
drenaji olusturdugu i¢in ¢ok daha uzun siireli bir cevresel problem olarak bir cevre
yiikil, bir cevresel yikim olarak bolgeye miras kalacak.

Tabii ii¢iinii sdyledik ama mesela tas ocagini da buraya koymak lazim artik. Ciinkii
ne kadar “yatinm” o kadar tas lazim. Peki bu taglar nerede oluyor? Ormanlarin
altinda. Ustteki toprak, zoraki orman olmus, géziimiiz gibi bakmamiz gereken o
yetismig ormanlarin, sonu demek bu. O taglardan ormanlari aldiniz m1 bir daha
orada orman olma gans1 yok. ikizdere, Arhavi, Kamilet... pek ¢cok yerde tag ocaklar
var. Su an en 6nemli ¢evre sorunlarindan biri de orman kirimi. Milli parklarimizin
cogunun asal kaynagi ormanlar ve derelerdir. Orman azaldikca derelerde de sorun
yasaniyor. Gegenlerde bir TUBITAK projemiz i¢in Kagkarlara gittik. Twitter'da bir
fotograf paylastim. Bildiginiz camur akiyordu dere. Camur kokusu da kotii kesif
bir kokuydu. Ben 1992 yilindan beri Firtina Vadisi'nde galigtyorum. fkinci master

tezim ve doktora alanim orasi. Orada yagmur yagmur gibi yagmaz, dere yagar ve
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biliyor musunuz ben o giinlerde bile derelerde normal bir bulanma disinda bir
bulaniklik gormezdim. $imdi ¢camur akiyor ciinkii her taraf yol, her taraf ingaat
ile tarumar. Bu toprag tutacak bir sey yok, orman azalmasi var. Su 6niine kattigini
alip gétiirityor ve bu durum sucul sistemi de bozuyor. Suyun sicakhigini etkiliyor.
Oradaki baliklarin hayata kalim ve {ireme potansiyelini diisiiriiyor. Ciinkii
cakillarin tistiinti kil kapliyor. Yani derelerde baliklarin yumurtalarini biraktig
yerlerde artik kil birikintileri var. Hayvan yumurtay: koydugu zaman orada yiizey
geriliminin de etkisiyle hemen yumurtalarin etrafini kil tanecikleri kapatiyor ve
dollenme olmuyor. Bu da daha az balik iireyecek; iireyenlerin de beslenme ortami

bozuldugu i¢in daha az balik hayatta kalacak demektir. Biitiin bunlara deger mi?

Geldik turizme. Su turizm diye yapilan yatirimlara baksaniza. Yatirimlarin hicbiri
ekolojik turizm degil ama hepsi tabelalarina ekolojik yaziyor. Oysa ekoturizm de
ekoyu koruyarak, korudukea kazandiran, kazandirdik¢a koruyan bir dongii vardur.
Yani toplum ekoturizmde bir anda ¢ok para kazanmaz. Ama kazanilan miktarin
dogal ve kiiltiirel varliklar sayesinde oldugunu bildigi icin dogay1 korumak yoniinde
bir davranis gelistirir. Dolayisiyla sizler buralarda yollarla parcalanma yaptiginiz,
manzara biitiinliigiinii bozdugunuz, madencilikle, asit maden drenajiyla sulan

kirlettiginiz zaman burada turizmin de gelecegini yok ediyorsunuz demektir.

Gevresel bozulma kargisinda, cevre farkindaligr artmis gibi goriiniiyor ama ashinda
farkindalik bakimindan artan bir sey yok. Herkes ilgileniyor gibi goziikse de amaca
yonelik bir degisiklik olmuyor. Ingaat fakiilteleri bagta olmak iizere iiniversite
egitiminde de miifredata doga korumay1 sokmak lazim. Ciinkii dogadaki en bityiik

doniisiime sebep olan bazi sektorlerin dogayla ilgili hicbir degerlendirmeleri yok.

Orman kirimi, HES’ler, madenler, Yesil Yol, tas ocaklar1 derken siralamaya
basladigimizda liste uzuyor. Peki bunlarla ilgili olarak baktuigimmzda giindelik

hayatimizda neler degisti?

0. K.: Sorunlar1 daha ¢ok konusur olduk ama toplum konusunda siiphelerim var.
Gevre biliyorsunuz aslinda politik bir konudur. Isin dogrusu demokratiklegme ile
dogrudan ilgilidir. Demokratiklesmenin olmadig1 yerlerde cevreye karsi siddet,

dogay1 savunanlara kars: siddet yiiksektir. Oncelikle bizim bilgi diizeyini yukariya
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dogru yiikseltmemiz ve yaymamiz gerek. Bunlari anlatabilecegimiz yerler 6zellikle
politik diizlemde daha ¢ok karsilik bulmalidir.

Bizde s6yle bir durum var. Simdi iktidar cevre ile ilgili konularda sorumluluk almak
istemiyor. Doga koruma ile ilgili kelam etmek istemiyor. Artvin'de 25 yil 6nce
madene karsi oldugumuz zaman da Artvinli bir Bakan vardi. Daha sonra merkez
soldan bir hiikiimet geldi. Biz gene madenlere karsiydik, simdi de karsiyiz. Bu bir
yasam savunuculugu. Dogay1 koruma cabasi sanki hiikiimetlere kars1 yapilan bir
seymis gibi algilaniyor. Ama hiikiimetlere karg1 bir sey degildir. Iste bugiin Halk
TV’ye ¢ikan ikizdereli kadinlar, herhalde hepimiz eminiz ki bu hiikiimete oy
verdiler. Ama simdi ¢ok dertleri var. Ve bunlarn kendi dillerince mitkemmel bir
sekilde iletmeye caligtilar. Ne degisti? Evet farkindalik biraz artt1 ama uygulamada
bir degisme yok.

Doga koruma ile ilgili var olan yasa altyapis: siirekli doga aleyhine bozuluyor.
Peki kimin lehine bozuluyor? Toplum lehine degil, bazi malum kisiler lehine
bozuluyor. Ve insanlarn bilgisi arttik¢a sikintisi artiyor. Ben de mutlu degilim.
iktidar degisirse de galiba roller degisecek. Tevfik Neyzen'in dedigi gibi “taslar ayni
tas eller degisti” diye. Umariz boyle olmaz.

Dogu Karadeniz'de aktif bir cevre eksenli toplumsal hareketlilik var. Tam da
dediginiz gibi bugiin ikizdereli kadnlar seslerini duyurmaya ¢alistyorlar yarin
baska 6zneler bunun i¢in calisacaklar. Zihnimizde bu pek cok 6znenin siirdiirdiigii
miicadelelerin olusturdugu bir siirit imaj var. Peki sizin aklimizda kalan en ¢arpict

cevre hareketi imgesinden, sloganindan bahseder misiniz?

0. K.: Once imgeyi soylemek isterim. Benim icin ¢ok carpici kisisel de bir
ant. 1995'te benim ve bazi hocalarimin da katilimiyla Cerattepe’de yapilan ilk
toplantinin anisi. Salon hincahing doluydu. O zaman Dogal Hayati Koruma
Dernegi'ndeydim ve Orman Bakanhigi'nda calisiyordum ayni zamanda. O toplantiy:
hi¢ unutamayacagim. iki yabanci ve Tiirk'iin paravanin arkasinda soyle ellerini
olusturduklarina sahidim. Niye sahidim? Ciinkii arabay1 park etmem gerektigi icin
biraz ge¢ kalmigtim. Vardigimda bu sahneyi gordiim. Sonra Dokuz Eyliil'den bir

cografyaci hocamiz bir de ben kisa konusmalar yaptik. Benim konusmam orada
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soylenenlerin tam tersiydi. Yani ben “madenci degilim ama Artvin'in boyle giizel
yerleri var. Buralarin maden sahasi haline gelmesine ben razi olamam” diyebildim.
Burada asil 6nemli olan husus, benim bir bakanlik mensubu, kamu gorevlisi
olarak orada madenlere karsi ¢ikabilmemdi. O zaman kars: ¢ikilabiliyordu bazi
seylere. Goriisiimiizii soyleyebiliyorduk. O salonun o hali ve ¢ikista belki 1000
kiginin bana sarilmasi anisin1 hi¢ unutmayacagim. Bir arkadasin “Siyaniiri o kadar
giizel anlattuz ki nerdeyse ekmegun arasma koycak da yiyecez” demesini de hig

unutmuyorum.

ikincisi de galiba. 2016 ya da 17’ydi. Cerattepede kesif yapildi. Mahkeme heyetiyle
citkma izni olanlardan biriydim. Yaklasik 2 km boyunca Artvin halkinin son
derece magrur ve efendi bir sekilde yolun iki yaninda durarak, hi¢ kimseye
tacizde bulunmayarak, orada verdikleri o goriintiiyli de hi¢ unutmayacagim.
Artvin halkinin ve 94 yasindaki Erzade Ninenin fotograflarini da ¢ektim. Bu da
imgelerden biri olarak géziimiin 6niinden hicbir zaman gitmeyecek. Elbette pek

cok imge var. Ama bu ikisinin yeri ayr1 benim i¢in. Belki Artvinli oldugum i¢indir.

Slogan konusunda da bir caligma hazirliyorum. Orada bu sloganlar1 da koyuyorum.
Sloganlarda bizim, uzmanlarin hazirladiklar ve birde halkin soyledikleri var. iste
96 yasindaki Ahmet dayinin “Bu nedur?” diye gaz kapsiiliinii polise gostermesi de
cokilging bir andi. S6z olarak en giizellerinden biri Ikizlere Su Meclisi'nde HES lerin
ardindaki “su akar Tiirk bakar” soziine kars1 bir koyliiniin “su bosa akiyorsa giineste
bosa doguyor demektir” sozii inanilmazdi. Benim bir mottom var go’li yillardan
beri soyledigim: “ekolojik olmayan bir yatirim uzun vadede ekonomik de degildir.”
Iklimcilerin de bir sézii var: “gokyiizii aglamazsa yeryiizii giilmez” diye. Hakikaten
her sey yagislara baghdir. Bu da bana koyliilerin bir atasoziinii animsatti “kar yaly,

var y1l1.” Peki en kotii sloganlar sormayacak misin?

Tersten diisitnmek her zaman ilgingtir. Liitfen soyleyin hocam aklinizdakini.

0. K.: Yiizlerce var. Benim ¢ok tepemi attiran yiiregimi sizlatan, ofkelendiren
sozlerden bir tanesi “kesilen agaglar énemli degil, 5 katim dikecegiz.” Bu cok
yapiliyor biliyorsunuz. Her HES raporunda, CED raporunda, maden raporunda var.

Bu ne kadar ¢irkin, ashnda dogay ne kadar da asagilayan bir tutumdur. Kesilen
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bir orman, dogal yagh bir ormandir. Onun yerine dikilen agac degildir, onun yerine
dikilen bir kalem kalinhginda fidandir. O fidan biiyiiyecek orman olacak! 5 katin
degil 105 katin1 da dikseniz, o ormani bir daha geri getiremiyorsunuz. Bazen birkac
doniimliik yagl, kadim bir orman binlerce ormandan daha degerli olabilir. Bir
baskasi “biz bu zeytin agaclarini1 bagka bir yere tasiyip dikecegiz.” Bu da ekolojiyi
yok saymaktir. O bitkiyi de ekolojiyi de bilmemektir. Evet iiciinti, begini tagirsiniz.
Bunu basarmak miimkiin ama kestiginiz binlerce zeytini, o kadim agaclari tasimak
miimkiin degildir. Tagtyamazsiniz. Buna “biz bu endemikleri buray: rehabilite

edince yeniden dikecegiz” demeyi de katabiliriz. Bu bagh bagina bir palavradir.

Bir de icimizi ¢ok acitan “Sizi gidi memleketin kalkinmasini istemeyen vatan
hainleri, kalkinmamiza engel olamayacaksiniz” sdylemini soylemek isterim. Biz
kalkinmanin filan 6niinde engel degiliz. Ama doga korumali kalkinma, UNDP’nin
mottosu olmustur. Yani dogay1 korumak, cevreyi korumak kalkinmanin 6niinde

engel degil, tam tersi onun yardimcisidir.

Bir de bundan &nceki Orman Bakani sayin Veysel Eroglu'nun, “HES’ler erozyonu
ve tagkinlar1 dnler” sézii vardir. Onleyemedigini gérdiik. Keza Yesil Yol siirecinde
“Bunlar kagak yaptiklar evlerini kontrol etmeyelim diye Yesil Yol'a kars: ¢ikiyorlar”
demisti. Ben de Camlihemsin'de Belediye ve Kaymakamlik binasina 500 metre
mesafedeki dere yatagina yapilan oteli gostermistim: “Siz 6nce buray1 kontrol
edin” diye. Yesil Yol i¢in agaclarin bicildigi zamanda da Veysel Eroglu Twitter'da bir

paylasimi yapmusti, benim son séziim de o olsun: “Ormanlari korumaliyiz!”

Koyu Yesil'in bu béliimiinde sevgili Oguz Kurdoglu ile birlikteydik. Ozelde Dogu
Karadeniz ormanlarina ve genelde Dogu Karadeniz'deki ¢evre sorunlarina bakuk.

Hem vaktiniz hem de paylastiklariniz icin cok tesekkiir ediyorum hocam.



Eastern Black Sea Forests, Causes and Dimensions of

Deforestation with Oguz Kurdoglu...

In this episode’, we will look at the forests of the Eastern Black Sea with our dear

professor Oguz Kurdoglu.

Welcome, Professor. We are constantly feeding into the narratives that the Black
Sea has a dark green pastoral structure. But we don’t look much at the forests that
are the source of this green. Can you tell us a little bit about the Black Sea forests?

Oguz Kurdoglu: We look at the tree and do not see the forest. I always tell my
students. Forests are very beautiful from a distance too, but the forest really
starts to teach you when you go into it. In the forest, you can see a snail eating
mushrooms, a tiny insect laying eggs or birds trying to find their food. The world
is an ecosystem and all living forms are parts of this ecosystem. We humans have
turned this ecosystem into our own habitats. Some ecosystems we have changed
a lot, others we have destroyed or at best disrupted. 60% of the world’s terrestrial
areas and about 70% of the marine areas have been severely transformed. The
Black Sea is a region of this ecosystem at latitudes 42 of the 36-42 north parallels,
sometimes with abundant rainfall.

The Black Sea forests are actually part of what we call the Eurosiberian region,

which starts in Europe and extends to Siberia and Kamchatka. We call this plant

1 This episode was podcasted on June 23, 2022.
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geography. There are three plant geographies in Turkey. One is the Europe-Siberia
plant geography, which we call Eurosiberian, the other is the Mediterranean
region, which we call Mediterrean, and the other is the steppe region that goes
from Central Anatolia to the depths of Iran, which we call Iran-Turan region. All
three of these plant geographies have their own characteristics and some areas
in all three should be protected. In terms of species diversity, the Black Sea ranks
third among these plant geographies. Everyone suppose that our biodiversity is
much higher because we are a bit denser in terms of tall forests and forest density,

and because we are green.

We actually divide the forests into two parts in the eurosiberian region, that is, in
the Black Sea region of Turkey. We call the area east of the Melet stream the Colchic
flora zone. This includes a part of Georgia. The name of this Colchic provence
comes from the old name of the region, Colchis. In fact, the Colchis region extends
to Sinop. But there are differences between the east of Melet and the west of Melet
in terms of plant associations, climate and elevations. This is why it was named
separately and the region was called Colchic flora. The last place where the spruce
goes is the Melet River. Of course, there are spruce in sporadic groups on the west
coast, but the Melet River, which we pass through when entering Ordu, is a natural
border. The east and west of this area should be evaluated separately. In the west,
there are also very rich forests that are under a lot of pressure. Because today, the
richer the natural resources, the more intense the pressure. When we look at the
east of Melet Stream, spruce is very determinant in terms of species. In the lower
regions, in the Artvin Coruh valley, we see Mediterranean flora elements. There is

an intricate structure in this respect.

When we look at the plant sociology or vegetation type of the region in general, we
see that alder trees are dense at the bottom. Alder trees are pioneer trees living at
low altitudes and they cover the soil as soon as possible. When alder trees cover the
soil, they simultaneously make that soil suitable for consecutive change, which we
call succession, and for the next species to live. While doing this, the azotobacter
tubers in their roots take free nitrogen from the air and release it into the soil.
Thus, alder trees both grow themselves and make the soil more fertile. Then other

species arrive, and the consecutive change, that is, the succession, continues.
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Then conifers, and finally shade-tolerant species, in the case of the Black Sea,
chestnut and beech take their place. Higher up we see spruce and fir. In terms
of the coniferous species, fir is the highest. Until the 2100s, we see yellow pines
in places. Let’s put it this way; when we start from zero, as the altitude increases,
we see mixed alder, chestnut and hornbeam. Then we see mixed forests of beech,
maple, spruce, beech and a little bit of alder. Of course, these species are always
mixed, you cannot draw the boundaries with a line in nature. As you go higher up,
where chestnut and beech can no longer survive, spruce becomes dominant, and
then fir. In a sense, the forest boundary for us is 2100 meters. This goes up to 2400-
2600 meters in terrestrial areas. Therefore, when we wander around the Black Sea,
we have an idea of the heights we see on the opposite slopes, if they have not been
disturbed by human activity. Of course, there is no such thing as drawing an exact
border. This diversity is also due to climatic reasons. There is less sun, so we see
a lot of shade, half shade, half-light trees. Light trees can take the lead in some

places and then give way to fir trees.

Let’s put it this way; in Artvin, Rize, you know, in a very short distance of 40-50
km, you can go from zero to 3,700. Therefore, the streams in these regions show
a much-rugged topography. They have steep slopes, and the water flow down
in foamy, turbulent streams. They do not form meanders like in the plains. The
Eastern Black Sea is also rich in water due to the climate, but we have a bit of
a problem in terms of soil depth. Since spruce has very shallow roots here, it
dominates in a sense, and spruce is a relict species that has survived here after the
glacial period. Therefore, it is very valuable. If we take Artvin, it is both the wettest
place in Turkey and the driest place, unless we count the area around Konya
Cihanbeyli. It receives about 320 mm of annual precipitation. While the average
precipitation in Artvin is 640 mm, when we come to the coastal part of Artvin or
Rize, we see that the annual average approaches 2,500-2,800, and even 3,000 mm
in places like Esenkiy1 in Hopa, where some orographic precipitation is locally
concentrated. Therefore, this climatic variation also reveals a distinct feature on
its way upwards, creating microclimates. For example, we see Mediterranean
plant elements in Artvin, Rize and Trabzon. Olive cultivation and citrus fruits are
also practiced. Different factors such as microclimates and soil characteristics are

of great importance in this diversity.
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The hosts here, the wildlife, are also very diverse. For example, we can say that
the Anatolian leopard, which recently came in and out of Georgia and Iran, has
returned to the region, but has not yet been seen as a resident. Artvin is one of the
3 largest bird migration routes of the northern hemisphere, especially in terms
of daytime birds of prey such as hawks and eagles. When these birds migrate,
they are localized in the most suitable places and are seen intensively. People
think that they never end, but this is not the case. Why not, because wetlands
are drying up and forested areas are decreasing. After all, birds of prey do not
make big migrations. They cannot cross the Black Sea in one go using their fat
like ducks and quail. As they are fast species, they need to refuel frequently. That'’s
why wetlands and forested areas are important. When these daytime predators
arrive in the region, it is of great importance that smaller species that have already
started their migration are here. And this can only happen with a rich flora. In
other words, there will be diversity so that there will be other species. The Eastern
Black Sea is particularly important in this respect. So why did I go into these topics
when you asked me to talk about forests? Because forests are not just a collection

of trees.

Forests are not made up of trees. If they were, we would also call the trees we plant
in parks as forests. Yes, we say city forest, but these are more like groves. A forest is
a living system (biocenose) with mammals, birds, all kinds of insects, macro and
micro life forms in a plant stratification ranging from tall trees to shrubs, ferns,
grasses and mosses. In other words, when you plant a tree, it takes 100-150 years
or even 250 years for a tree community to become a forest, depending on the tree
species, the climate and soil structure. The forest is a whole together with the soil.
There are about 50-60 thousand organisms belonging to 1-12 species in a piece
of soil we step on. For example, 10 million nematodes can live under almost 1 m2
of soil. A teaspoon of healthy soil can contain between 100 million and 1 billion
bacteria. Some of these are macro, living things that we can see, some are micro,
bacteria and fungi. Especially forest soil is an extremely important structure that
must be protected. Because forest soil is very decisive in terms of both the quality

and quantity of water.

In the Black Sea, we live in a society dependent on surface water. Since we do

not have deep soils, there is no aquifer, so we use mountain water and rainwater.
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It is very important to have snow in the mountains. It is very important that it
snows. If the precipitation falls not as snow but as rain, the only structure that
can hold this rain is the dead cover and humus formed by forests. Up to 65% of
drinking water comes from the mountains in rainy areas and up to 9o% in arid
areas. Therefore, high mountain forests, high mountain meadows and pastures

should be immediately put under special protection status.

We talked about how rich the forest is. Wealth immediately intersects with the
economy. You are also an expert in forest economics. So, what exactly is this

forest economy?

0. K.: Forestry... When you add “ry” to the name of forest, it implies an activity.
This activity must be sustainable. Otherwise, “-ry” cannot continue. Because there
will be no forests left. Forests are one of the richest and wealthiest resources of
nature. Actually, I don’t like to use the word “wealth” too much. Forest is an asset.
Forestry is the protection, development and management of forests in an order
based on science and technique. When forests became a scarce resource, they
became of interest to the economy in general. And as a sector of the economy,
the forestry sector was born. In fact, forestry is one of the branches of economic
ecology.

Since the beginning of humanity, forests have been used for shelter and nutrition.
Then came the phase of using the forest. As the population increased, people
started to use the forests more. After a while, they saw that the forests were
decreasing. Forests started to run out. In the process, prohibitions were put in
place against cutting down forests. In Germany, for example, it was decided to
dig deep holes/ditches around the land instead of building wooden fences. Only
stone was ordered to be used for building houses. In France, the use of coffins was
restricted due to the decline of forests and for a while only the rich were buried
in coffins. Another example is the 6-tree rule introduced by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer in 11th century England. If you turned around in a forest and saw 6
felled tree stumps, it was forbidden to cut trees there. If you turned around in
another forest area and saw 4 felled tree stumps, you could cut 2 trees there. This

was the first practice of sustainable forestry without a name.
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What then is forestry policy? It is the process of managing public administration
to ensure that society, all living systems benefit from forest ecosystem services
and forest functions without interruption, while maintaining a balance between
society and forest resources. The subject of forestry policy is forests. Naturally,
the reason for the establishment of forestry faculties is to provide an order that
will prevent the loss and depletion of forests in this process of use. Forests have
been disappearing in their natural processes since they first appeared about 400
million years ago, and they reappear through a process we call succession. In order
to optimize this, forestry science was born, faculties were established. Eventually,
the sustainability agenda emerged with the principle of versatile utilization,
which we call technical forestry. In this respect, forestry policy is like a roof over

many disciplines.

When we talk about forestry policy and sustainability, of course deforestation
comes to the agenda. Is deforestation a very important problem for the Fastern
Black Sea region? How is our situation?

0.K.: I wish it was only for the Eastern Black Sea. It is a very important problem for
our country and for some countries in the world. Because forests are the best source
of oxygen production after the oceans. We often talk about the decline of forests.
We know that until 15-20 years ago, 13 million hectares of forests disappeared
annually in the world. For a while, this increased to 18 million hectares. There are
currently 4 billion 100 million hectares of forests in the world. In other words,
approximately 30-31% of the world is forested. This forest area should not be
considered as a dark, beautiful forest that is always woody when you enter it. It
has to be a forest up to 10% coverage, that is, a forest with a density where the top
roofs of the trees cover at least one tenth of the soil in projection, so that we can
call this asset a forest.

There is serious forest cutting all over Turkey. The Eastern Black Sea has also
been subjected to a very serious forest cutting for years. Maybe it would be more
accurate to call it deforestation. Forest cutting is being done to a much greater
extent than the current plans and the forest can afford. Let’s put it this way; we

have about 23 million hectares, 29%, of forests in Turkey. Half of these are forests
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like forests, but it is very difficult to say that about the other half. This other half
of the area is forested as a property, i.e. state forest area. These areas need to be

reforested, but it is not possible to reforest everywhere.

On the other hand, there is the increment that these forests produce. We simply
call the part of the trees that grows every year the increment. If the increment
is about 47.5 million cubic meters and we take 47 million and a half of it every
year, then our forests will remain stable. But that’s not how it works. There is no
increase in wealth then. In recent years, massive forest cutting, which is a very
serious problem, has started.

Our forest products industry is very developed. Since investment planning has
not been done properly, we produce and export fiberboard, i.e. chipboard, MDF,
etc. with imported wood. It is a source of export, but when the foreign currency
increases, the goods we buy from abroad become more expensive. Since production
would then be expensive, the goods produced would also be expensive to sell.
To overcome this problem, domestic resources were turned to. While 17.5 million
cubic meters of trees were cut down until 2018, this amount has increased to 30-
35 million cubic meters as of this year. Official figures are around 32.5 million, but
some unofficial statements from those involved in the business themselves say
that this rate is around 35 million m3. In order to prevent forest fires from growing,
they broke the forest cover and cut some of the flammable materials. This is
actually about increasing the amount of production. They have taken this so far
that under the name of forest maintenance, they have started production in some
national parks. In some national parks, approximately 10 thousand cubic meters
are cut annually. This is a very sad picture. This cannot be done in protected areas.
We were in the field last summer in the Eastern Black Sea region and saw natural
old forests. We went to the forests above Hemsin, $avsat/Meydancik, Giresun and
Artvin. Forests were literally cut and chopped down. Some of them were not
even harvested because they were not cost-effective. If you don’t plan thinning in
spruce forests, winds cause great destruction. Spruces are shallow rooted. Because
the soil is not deep, this species is common in those areas. Therefore, to take these
forests, which have so far been together in solidarity and resisting the wind, away
from each other, is to allow the wind to enter them completely. These forests then

fall to one side, just like combing your hair. This also means preventing forests,
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which are very effective in preventing floods and avalanches, from fully fulfilling
this function. During the great flood disaster in Kastamonu last year, there was a
great outcry because the logs were stacked in the wrong place. People found the
blame there. Nobody talked about why a hundred thousand cubic meters of trees
were cut down in that small basin. So, as I said at the beginning, the thing that
holds precipitation best is the dead cover and humus. Like a sponge, it holds 9
times its own volume of water and slowly transmits that water deep into the soil.
Thus, that transmitted water goes from the depths of the soil, through the cracks
of the rocks, to the streams. Yes, in very large rainfalls of 50 - 100 years, there are big
floods in the streams. We should close the floodplain here. We have shortened the
streams, concreted them, built buildings on the floodplains. However, the stream
says, “T occasionally have a big peak every 50 years, every 100 years. This floodplain
that I created in a million years belongs to me and when the stream comes during
these periods, I spread out”. In fact, over time, alluvial terraces are formed and
the alluvial forests formed here are a physical barrier that reduces the energy of
another flood.

The issued circular states that in order to prevent fires, we will cut down trees in
this roadside area. The parenthetical meaning of this is: “without forests, there will
be no forest fires.” Forest fires do not only break out near roads. In the Eastern Black
Sea region, many forest areas have been destroyed, first with the fragmentation of
forests by roads, then with the increase in production in recent years, with the
allocation of the region to mining, and with HEPPs. But even before HEPPs and
mines were on the agenda, road construction was one of the most important
factors in the fragmentation of nature and the reduction of forests in the Eastern
Black Sea region. The construction of a road leads to a reduction in forests. This is
because it is both an occupation of space and also because it is above the normal
excavation volume, as environmental concerns are not taken into account in the
treeless region. Since the Eastern Black Sea is a place with a 70%-80% slope, the
normal excavation volume cannot be used. Because above 66% slope, you cannot
use excavation volume material for roads. What do they do? They dump it! At 100,
200, 500 meters of slope, forests are completely destroyed up to the streams. Let’s
not forget, the forests of the Eastern Black Sea should be managed differently
from the forests of the whole country. Because spruce is an adaptive species here.
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These forests should not be fragmented by such roads. Moreover, forests with such
slopes must be protected. In a study conducted in 1995, foresters suggested that at

least 31% of these forests should be taken under protection.

I think we pierced mountains and divided forests by saying that roads are
civilization. Are national parks and protected areas a functional method to

protect forests?

0.K.:It is the most functional method known. Because when natural areas started
to be lost through many investments, human beings found a solution. And it is not
a new solution, for example, forests around temples were already being protected
in the 6,000s BC. Likewise, there are forests kept as reserves for the construction of
war vehicles. The Ottomans also had this. Some areas were taken under protection
to be used for shipbuilding. By the 1900s, more than 500 areas in the US, around
2500 hectares, formed the nucleus of the current protected areas. In 1872, the
first national park law was passed and Yellowstone National Park was declared.
National parks are areas belonging to the nation as a whole that should be
protected in all their beauty, naivety and impressiveness. After this first national
park declaration in 1872, national parks began to be declared in Australia in 1887
and in New Zealand two years later. In 1909, this spread like a fashion to Europe
and there was an increase in protected areas. The process paused during the
Second World War and then accelerated again. As in-situ conservation, protected
areas are very important. In 1947, for the first time in Turkey, one of our professors
wrote an article titled “Our forestry in nature conservation”. Here he mentions the
concept of a national park for the first time. In fact, during Atatiirk’s reign, a very
modern law was enacted for the protection of forests in the first modern forestry
law dated 1937 and numbered 3116. Previously, in the last days of the Ottoman
Empire, there was a forest management law, which we can call the amenagement
law, which mentioned two separate concepts: protection and conservation. But
there was no National Park in these laws. In 1956, a much more modern forest
law was prepared. This law has been amended 50-odd times so far to open forests
for use. Articles 4 and 25 mentioned national parks and by 1982, 17 national parks
had been established. In 1982, the National Parks Law No. 2873 was enacted.
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Concepts such as national parks, natural parks, nature conservation areas and
natural monuments entered the agenda. In the process, protected areas became
an enormous system all over the world. International organizations such as IUCN
and the European Union have also become determinants of general policy. IUCN
has 6 classifications and all these concepts are being tried to fit in here. There are
currently about 204,000 protected areas and nearly 6,000 national parks in the
world. However, in legal terms, we have only been able to protect 15% of the world,
because all these protected area works are supervised by the highest authority,
that is, the laws enacted by governments. It was assumed that protected areas
would increase to 17% in 2020. There is a target in the world: “2030 %30.” In 2030,
30% of the world is targeted to be protected areas. And let’s not forget that if we

don’t protect, we lose!

You declare it a protected area, but some of these efforts to protect its biodiversity,
social, cultural, historical and archaeological resources remain on paper. So, it is
a protected area, but it is not actually protected. That's why they are called paper
parks. The Marmara Sea was declared a special environmental protection zone. Our
protection rates have increased, but nothing is protected! The European average
is 29%. We are only at 8%. We need new studies especially on the protection of
natural ecosystems, natural habitats and species. The biggest problem in nature
conservation is fragmentation. The bigger a protected area is, the better. However,
we are always diluting this. Our national parks have increased to 45. Natural parks,
for example, are at 260. We declared recreational areas as natural parks, but the
most stringent nature protection class remained at 30. In other words, while the
ministry increases the number of the most used ones, there is no increase in the
absolute protection areas where no one can enter the forest, where people can

only conduct scientific studies. This is a bad thing.

Another consequence of cutting down so much of our forests is fragmentation.
This is directly stated by the publications of the Ministry of Forestry. For example,
in a study conducted by the Ministry of Forestry in 2008, the number of areas we
call 10 hectares, which is the size of 15-17 football fields, increased from 55,500 on
average to 121,000 in 2019. Worse, the number of areas larger than 1000 hectares
decreased from 1415 in 2008 to 1187 in 2019. In other words, large areas have also

been fragmented and therefore the number of fragmentation of small areas has
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also increased. Then we have no chance to protect nature. The smaller it is, the
more open the forest becomes to external interventions. The animals there have
no chance to live. They have to migrate to other areas and this means that the

population in other areas grows.

Many species are disappearing along with forests. Human intervention in forests
is increasing. Roads are being built, human contact with animals and plants in
forests is increasing. When we evaluate all these, the protection of biodiversity
is extremely important in terms of both the decrease and the inability to protect
forests. Let’s not forget that without biodiversity, none of us can be fed. After all,
all the products we eat are part of biodiversity. Protected areas are an investment
in the future of a country. Let us not ignore this. In a sense, the more protected
areas you have, the more you protect your genetic resources and biodiversity. That

is why it is extremely important.

We talked about fires and the impact of roads. You explained how roadside trees
are cul down and turned into resources in order to prevent fires by removing
trees from the forest or opening new roads into the forest. Since the Iastern Black
Sea is a place that receives a lot of rain, there is a perception among the public
that forest fires do not happen here. And when there are one or two, there is a
tendency Lo see these cases as very isolated and exceptional. Is this a myth? Can
we expand on this a little?

0.K.:Fires happen wherever there is forest. If there is a drought for a very long time,
fires can break out where there are coniferous forests. But in our country, since the
humidity is high in summer and the flora in the herbaceous forest substrates is
seriously green (fresh), the potential for fire is very low. We have fires in winter.
Why? We say “kalas; kalasi". The warm sea air coming from the Mediterranean via
the southwester dries up a lot as it passes through Central Anatolia. It leaves all its
moisture there and since it comes over the mountains, it warms up as it descends
from the northern slopes of the Black Sea. That’s why these winds, which almost
hit hot, are called kalagi. In this season, the thorns, limhona, which are already
dried up, are actually ready to burn. And if there has been no rainfall for a long

time during this dry period, the leaf cover under the forests dries up. But in the
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Eastern Black Sea region, when the soil and substrate are wet with routine rainfall,
it dries out later. In any case, a fire is needed for a forest fire. In seasons without
rainfall, people in the Eastern Black Sea region burn stubble while harvesting their
fields and vineyards. In places and at times when there are foehn/kalagi winds,
this fire spreads to the forests and the forests burn. It usually happens in the form
of a surface fire. If it is more intense than its own amount, the lower part can go
a little higher, up to the trees. Like what happened in Camburnu 4 years ago. In

short, we have forest fires too.

Fire areas are indeed a big problem. Forest fires are also very dangerous. Forest
fire intervention requires very special methods, knowledge and experience. But
let’s not forget that no matter how much these fires affect us, other fires that do
not actually burn or smoke continue to hang over our forests like the sword of
Damocles. How does this happen? Through legal instruments such as 2B, 750,000
hectares of forests have been allocated to miners, electricity transmission lines,
roads, etc. Now, for example, the allocation of stony and rocky forests. There is no

forest that is not stony and rocky. We need to evaluate and understand this well.

We have a thematic question set that connects the Kovu Yesil episodes. If 1 ask
vou to rank the environmental problems in the Fastern Black Sea region, which

environmental problems would you rank in the first three places?

0. K.: It depends on time and place. Why does it change according to the place?
Because first of all, everyone is most interested in their own garden. The second
is roads. Once upon a time, the road was the biggest problem for me and I used to
voice this. Since this is a technical issue, no one is interested in it, but for example,
on the Green Road, 1 million trucks of excavation is generated in 100 kilometers.
If they transport it, it will not save the cost, so they dump the excavation from top
to bottom. And hundreds of thousands of hectares of land have been devastated,
even though it was normally permitted as a 10-11-meter Green Road. This is very
important. Of course there are other impacts of the Green Road. But I think it is
the biggest environmental disaster and a tool for other environmental disasters. At
the very least, it means that wildlife and high mountains that were comfortable in
winter will now be disturbed in winter. Let’s not lose sight of this. While we have
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not been able to systematize waste disposal even in districts at an altitude of zero
meters, it is not right to raise the entire environmental burden and waste of people
to 2000-2500 meters. Many laws have changed, but they cannot change the law
of gravity! If this law continues to exist, it means that the results of all kinds of

activities above will be reflected to the sea.

What would I put in the top three? If you had asked this question in Camlihemsin
in ‘g7, the first of the top three would have been HEPPs. But now look at the mines.
Maybe I should answer this question not with the top three, but with what is there.

Asyou can see, I can’t rank the top three. But we can count the HEPPs again.

In ‘g4, I was the project manager of the WWF-supported Integrated Conservation
Project in the Eastern Black Sea region. I was working for the Ministry of Forestry
at the time. Natural old-growth forests are an output of this project, we named
that concept. Hasan Pacal, the then Regional Director of the State Hydraulic
Works, showed interest in the project and we went to the field. First, we went
to the Firtina Valley, where the plan showed six dams and a few stream-type
HEPPs. It was the end of April and we couldn’t go above Elevit because of the
snow. He said, “Let me write this place down, let’s at least turn these dams into
HEPPs. Because if there are dams here, it would be a disaster, it would be a pity”
I think in the 93-95 annual report?, the name of our association at that time was
the Association for the Protection of Natural Life, we wrote these outputs, because
the results were obtained and the dams here were canceled. Indeed, at that time
people, ministries were listening to a superior from their own institutions. Then
he gave me a map on condition not to give it to anyone. On the map, there are the
locations of all the HEPPs and dams in the Eastern Black Sea until Samsun. After
that map was canceled, I published it in Atlas.? On that map, for example, there
were 17 HEPPs and 10 dams in Artvin. But now there are still 10 dams in Artvin,
but now there are 126 HEPPs. While there were 5 HEPPs in Trabzon, the number
has increased to 56. When we look at it now, HEPPs are a big problem. It turned
into a great deforestation and plunder in Turkey. It was presented as domestic

2 Dogal Hayati Koruma Dernegi Faaliyet Raporu [Association for the Protection of Natural
Life Annual Report] (1.10.1993 - 30.09.1995).

3 Atlas Cografya ve Kesif Dergisi [Atlas Geography and Exploration Magazine], Issue: 96
Year: 2001.
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energy, when in fact it was being sold abroad. By the way, it should be noted that
the cheapest energy is the energy that is saved. The loss and leakage rate is around
22-23 percent. If we reduce this to around 15%, there would be no need for several
dams, maybe dozens of HEPPs. Unfortunately, there is also a problem with the
compensation water, which they call the lifeblood water of these HEPPs. Do you
know that the first 250 HEPPs were given licenses with 1% lifeblood. 1%! Then this
was increased to 10%. This is the amount given for the bad ecosystem class. Some
improvements have been made and are being made. But let’s not forget that there
are still streams that flow almost without water. However, these streams carry 40%
biodiversity in terms of total biodiversity. As humanity, we have destroyed 70% of
these streams. When you connect a stream to a HEPP, when you dry it up, of course
10% lifeblood water, compensatory water, is not enough. In fact, you completely
destroy the entire living system in that stream. These are not taken into account
at any stage of EIAs. For example, is there a social impact assessment? How much
are people, culture, art, society affected? There is nothing in the EIA reports about
what needs to be done to eliminate these problems.

Another one is the Green Road. The Green Road was first launched in 2004. The
Green Road is about 2600 kilometers long. They touted it as the Paradise Road.
This road is called the Green Road just because it is in the green. On the contrary,
it is a road that destroys greenery, a mass tourism road. At the time, the person
in charge of this investment made a statement like this: “We will enter from the
highlands of Carsamba and show tourists all our beauties until the border with
Georgia.” However, this is an approach that is not accepted in the tourism concept.
You aim to show all our plateaus to people with vehicle roads. This means that you
will consume the region in a very short time and destroy the traditional life there.

And moreover, you will leave less money.

Ayder Plateau is on its way to becoming an urban center and many plateaus are
being declared as tourism centers. Plateaus are turning into concrete jungles. But
in reality, there is no such thing in tourism, especially not in nature-based tourism!
Look at Uzungdl for example. In today’s sense, Uzung6l was discovered in the
1980s. It is heading towards saturation and decline without going through a period
of development and maturation. If you blindfolded someone, took s/he to Uzung6l

and asked s/he “Where are you?”, could s/he say Uzungol? No! Because there is no
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natural and cultural evidence left. And this has caused a serious fragmentation in
that area.

Another issue is mining. Recent studies have revealed that 72% of Artvin is a
mining area. It has not been mapped yet, but it is slightly less of Trabzon. This
means that there is almost no agricultural land in Artvin. There will be a mining
activity reaching the city centers. According to the current maps of the General
Directorate of Mining and Petroleum Affairs, 86% of Hopa, 92% of Bor¢ka and
92% of Artvin Center could be mining areas. We learned about this map from a
very good study conducted by TEMA [ Tiirkiye Foundation for Combating Erosion,
Reforestation and Protection of Natural Habitats]. I would like to thank them
once again. We asked for the infrastructure of this map to work on the districts of
Artvin. The board of directors gave permission for this. We spread it out according
to the districts. These studies are carried out from province to province and
they have a huge financial burden. TEMA made a great sacrifice in this respect.
And since we work on a district basis in Artvin, we know the districts. In Savsat
48%, in Kemalpasa 46%, in Ardanug 49%, in the other districts more than 80%
of the area is mine sites. Only the places on the peaks of the mountains are left
for people. Since mining also disrupts the water system in all natural areas and
creates acid mine drainage, it will inherit the region as an environmental burden,

an environmental destruction, as a much longer-term environmental problem.

Of course, we have mentioned the three, but we should also put the quarry here.
Because the more “investment” the more stone is needed. And where are these
stones? Under the forests. This means the end of the soil on top, that have been
forcibly turned into forests, those grown forests that we should dote on. Once you
take the forests from those stones, there is no chance of there ever being a forest
there again. Ikizdere, Arhavi, Kamilet... there are quarries in many places. One
of the most important environmental problems right now is forest destruction.
Forests and streams are the main source of most of our national parks. As the
forests diminish, so do the streams. We recently went to Kackars for a TUBITAK
[the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey] project. I shared a
photo on Twitter. The stream was flowing with mud. The smell of mud was also a
bad pungent odor. I have been working in the Firtina Valley since 1992. It was my

second master’s thesis and my doctoral field. It doesn’t rain like rain there, it rains

207



208

Dark Green: Conversations on Eastern Black Sea Environmental Problems

like a stream, and you know what, even in those days I didn't see any turbidity
in the streams other than a normal turbidity. Now the mud flows because there
are roads and construction everywhere. There is nothing to hold this soil, there is
deforestation. The water carries away what it comes in front of and this disrupts
the aquatic system. It affects the temperature of the water. It reduces the survival
and reproductive potential of the fish there. Because the gravel is covered with
clay. In other words, there are now clay deposits where fish lay their eggs in the
streams. When the animal lays the eggs, the clay particles immediately cover
the eggs with the effect of surface tension and fertilization does not occur. This
means that fewer fish will breed, and fewer fish will survive because the feeding

environment of those that do breed is disrupted. Is it worth all this?

Well, here we come to tourism. Look at all these investments made as tourism.
None of these investments are ecological tourism, but they all write ecological on
their signs. However, in ecotourism, there is a cycle that protects the ecosystem
and earns as it protects, and protects as it earns. In other words, society does not
earn a lot of money in ecotourism at once. But since it knows that the amount
earned is thanks to natural and cultural assets, it develops a behavior to protect
nature. Therefore, when you fragment these areas with roads, disrupt the integrity
of the landscape, pollute the waters with mining and acid mine drainage, you are
destroying the future of tourism here.

In the face of environmental degradation, environmental awareness seems
to have increased, but in fact there is no increase in awareness. Even though
everyone seems to be interested, there is no change in purpose. It is necessary to
include nature protection in the curriculum of university education, especially
in construction faculties. Because some of the sectors that cause the biggest

transformation in nature have no assessment of nature.

Forest destruction, HEPPs, mines, Green Road, quarries, the list goes on and on.
So, what has changed in our daily lives in relation to these?

0.K.:We talk more about problems, but T have doubts about society. Environment is

actually a political issue. As a matter of fact, it is directly related to democratization.
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Where there is no democratization, violence against the environment, violence
against those who defend nature is high. First of all, we need to raise the level of
knowledge upwards and spread it. The places where we can explain these things

should be more responsive, especially at the political level.

We have a situation like this. That is, the government does not want to take
responsibility for environmental issues. It does not want to speak about nature
protection. When we opposed the mine in Artvin 25 years ago, there was a minister
from Artvin. Then a center-left government came. We were against mines again
and we are against them now. This is a defense of life. The effort to protect nature
is perceived as something against governments. But it is not against governments.
We are all sure that the women from Ikizdere who appeared on Halk TV today
voted for this government. But now they have many problems. And they tried to
convey them perfectly in their own language. What has changed? Yes, awareness

has increased a bit, but there is no change in practice.

The existing legal infrastructure for nature conservation is constantly deteriorating
to the detriment of nature. And in whose favor? Not in favor of society, but in
favor of some certain people. And as people’s knowledge increases, their distress
increases. I am not happy either. If the government changes, I guess the roles will
change. As Tevfik Neyzen said, “the bowls are the same, the hands have changed”.
We hope this will not be the case.

There is an active environmental social movement in the Fastern Black Sea
region. Just as you said, today the women of ikizdere are trying to make their
voices heard, tomorrow other subjects will work for this. We have a lot of images
in our minds created by the struggles waged by these many subjects. Could you
tell us about the most striking image or slogan of the environmental movement

that you remember?

0.K.:First I would like to say the image. It is a very striking personal memory for me.
The memory of the first meeting held in Cerattepe in 1995 with the participation
of myself and some of my professors. The hall was packed. At that time, I was

with the Association for the Protection of Natural Life and I was working at the
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Ministry of Forestry at the same time. I will never forget that meeting. I witnessed
two foreigners and two Turks wringing their hands behind a screen. Why did I
witness it? Because I was a little late because I had to park the car. When I arrived,
I saw this scene. Then a geographer from Dokuz Eyliil University and I made short
speeches. My speech was the opposite of what was said there. In other words,  was
able to say “I am not a miner, but Artvin has such beautiful places. I cannot consent
to these places becoming mining sites.” The most important thing here was that I,
as amember of the ministry, as a public official, was able to oppose the mines there.
At that time, some things could be opposed. We could express our opinion. I will
never forget the state of that hall and the memory of maybe 1,000 people hugging
me on the way out. I will also never forget one of the friends saying, “You explained

cyanide so well that we will almost put it in bread and eat it.”

And the second one, I think. It was 2016 or ‘17. There was an exploration in
Cerattepe. I was one of those who had permission to go with the court committee.
I will never forget the image of the people of Artvin standing on both sides of the
road for about 2 km in a very proud and dignified manner, not harassing anyone.
I also took photos of the people of Artvin and 94-year-old Erzade Nana. This will
always haunt me as one of the images. Of course there are many images. But these

two have a special place for me. Maybe because I am from Artvin.

I am also preparing a study on slogans, and I am including these slogans in it. In
the slogans, there are those prepared by us, by the experts, and then there are
the ones that the people say. It was a very interesting moment when 96-year-old
Uncle Ahmet showed the gas canister to the police saying “What is this?”. One of
the most beautiful words was when a villager at the fkizlere Water Assembly said
“if the water flows in vain, it means the sun rises in vain” against the saying “water
flows and the Turk looks” behind the HEPPs. I have a motto that I have been saying
since the gos: “an investment that is not ecological is not economic in the long
run.” Climate scientists also have a saying: “if the sky does not cry, the earth does
not laugh”. Indeed, everything depends on rainfall. This reminds me of a peasant
proverb: “the year of snow, the year of wealth.” But won't you ask about the worst

slogans?
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It's always interesting to think backwards. Please tell me what’s on your mind.

0. K.: There are hundreds of them. One of the words that really pissed me off, that
made my heart ache, that made me angry was “the trees that were cut down are
not important, we will plant 5 times as many.” You know this is done a lot. It is in
every HEPP report, EIA report, mining report. How ugly this is, how insulting it
is to nature. A cut down forest is a natural old forest. What is planted in its place
is not a tree, but a sapling the thickness of a pencil. That sapling will grow and
become a forest! Even if you plant not 5 times, but 105 times more, you will not be
able to bring that forest back. Sometimes a few acres of old, ancient forest can be
more valuable than thousands of forests. Another one says, “We will move these
olive trees to another place and plant them.” This is ignoring ecology. It is not to
know either the plant or the ecology. Yes, you can move three or five of them. It is
possible to achieve this, but it is not possible to move the thousands of olives you
cut down, those ancient trees. You cannot move them. We can also include saying
“we will replant these endemics when we rehabilitate this place”. This is a lie in

itself.

I would also like to say the discourse “You traitors who do not want the country
to develop, you will not be able to prevent our development’, which hurts us very
much. We are not an obstacle to development. But development with nature
protection has been the motto of UNDP. In other words, protecting nature,
protecting the environment is not an obstacle to development, on the contrary,
it helps it.

There is also the promise of the previous Minister of Forestry, Mr. Veysel Eroglu,
that “HEPPs will prevent erosion and floods”. We have seen that it did not. Likewise,
during the Green Road process, he said, “They oppose the Green Road so that we
do not control their illegal houses.” I showed him the hotel built on the stream
bed 500 meters from the Municipality and District Governor’s Office building in
Camlihemgin: “Check this place first”. At the time when trees were being cut down
for the Green Road, Veysel Eroglu made a post on Twitter, let that be my last word:

“We must protect forests!”
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In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we were together with dear Oguz Kurdoglu. We
looked at the Fastern Black Sea forests in particular and the environmental
problems in the Fastern Black Sea in general. T would like to thank you very

much for your time and for what you shared.



Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen ile Dogu Karadeniz'de

Topragin Zimni ve Muglak El Degistirmesi Uzerine

Koyu Yesil'in bu béliimiinde Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen ile kamu arazilerinin ve
miistereklerin 6zellegtirilmesinin Dogu Karadeniz gevre hareketleri ile iligkisine
odaklanan bir soylesi gerceklestirdik.!

Sevgili Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen ile miilkiyete, topragin el degistirmesi ile olusan
birikime ve bunun cevreyle olan iliskisine bakacagiz. Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen
yiiksek lisans tezini otobiyografi ve otoetnografi arasinda salinan bir ¢calisma ile
tamamladi. Calismasim Ercan Kesal ile birlikte senaryolasip “Findiktan Sonra”
adli belgeseli cekti. Biz bugiin onunla iletisim Yaymlar'ndan c¢ikan doktora
tezi “Topraklar1 Kapatmak: Kamu Arazilerin Ozellestirilmesi” Kitabi2 iizerine
konusmak i¢in bulustuk. Kitap bildigimizi zannettigimiz bazi kavramlara yeniden
bakmak ac¢isindan onemli bir kapi acti. Hocam, calismanizda ilkel birikimden
bahsediyorsunuz ve kavramsal cerceve olusturuyorsunuz. ilkel birikimi bize

toprak miilKiyeti bakimindan kisaca aciklayabilir misiniz?

Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen: ilkel birikim dedigimiz tarihsel siire¢ ashinda
feodalizmden kapitalizme gecisin mihenk tas1 olarak kabul ediliyor. Bizim igin

1 Bolum 18 Agustos 2022'de yayinlanmistir.

2 Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen (2022) Topraklari Kapatmak Kamu Arazilerin Ozellestirilmesi.
iletisim Yayinlari: istanbul.
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ayirt edici olan 6zelligi ise iireticinin, koyliiniin, tiretim araclarindan koparilmasi
ve emek giiciinii ticret karsihiginda el degistirmeden yasayamaz hale gelmesidir.
Yani kapitalist piyasaya entegre olmaktan bagka secenegin kalmadig1 kosullarin
yaratilmasidir. Burada iiretim araglarindan kasit aslinda toprak. Cok basitce
anlatmak gerekirse, deneyimlendigi ilk halinde, yani feodal donemde, 1ngiltere’de
topraklar aslinda ikiye ayriliyor: Lord topraklan ve ortak araziler. Bizim ortak
arazilerden kastimiz da ormanlar, cayirlar ve otlaklar; devletin, kralin mali bunlar.
Bir de kilisenin miilkleri var. Bu yapida, ortak arazilerde yasayan serf-olmayan
oOzgiir koyliilerin tiretim yaptigimi biliyoruz. Fakat 14. ylizyilin sonlarma dogru
bu ortak arazilere biiyiik feodal beylerin, soylularin el koymasiyla baglayan
siireg, 16. ve 17. yiizyilda reform hareketiyle, kilise miilklerinin yagmalanmasi ile
geligiyor, ve 18. yiizyila kadar hukuksuz bir gekilde siiren bir yagma var. Fakat 18.
yiizyilda bu yagma hukuki bir zemin kazaniyor ve cesitli yasalar yoluyla toprak
miilkiyet yapisi kokiinden degisiyor ve 6zel miilke dayali bir yapiya kavusuyor.
Dolayisiyla aslinda ilkel birikim, miilkiyet acisindan 6zel miilkiin yayginlagmasi
ve tireticiden koparilan emek giicii ya da toprak gibi tiretim araglarinin sermayeye
doniistiiriilmesi ve bu iiretim araclarindan, yani topraktan, koparilan tireticinin de
“ozgiirleserek” proleterlesmesi demek. Yani kapitalist piyasa i¢in gerekli kogullarin
yaratilmasi demek. Tabi biz 6ncesinde boylesi bir 6zel miilkten s6z edemiyoruz.
Dolayisiyla bugiin toprak tasarruflarindaki doniigim deneyimi de aslinda ilkel
birikimin siirekliligini géz oniine seriyor. Ama bunun ¢ok daha &tesine gegiyor.
Stireci daha incelikli analiz etmek gerekiyor, ¢iinkii kendi iginde farkli ve gesitlenen
mekanizmalar var.

Calismanizda siireci anlamak icin hem uzun yillara yayilmis bir siireci ele aliyor
hem de aslinda bugiine odaklaniyorsunuz. Biz de simdi Ingiltere'den baslattigimiz
bu egriyi Tiirkive've ¢eksek ve size Tiirkive'deki toprak miilkiyetinin durumunu
sorsak: Toprak miilkiyetinin durumunu nasil gorityorsunuz? Tiirkiye'de topragim

miilkiveti hangi yasal cerceve icinde el degistiriyor?

M. M. O.: Kabaca birkag rakam vermek iyi olabilir. Tiirkiye'nin yaklagik olarak
%28'i orman ve azalan rakamlarla da %36’sina yakini tarim arazisi. Fakat bizim

icin burada kritik olan, en azindan benim calisma boyunca fark ettigim, bugiin
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Tiirkiye'nin neredeyse yarisinin hazine taginmazi olmasi. 2021 verilerine goére bu
hazine taginmazlarinin bir kismi tarim arazisi ve biiyiik cogunlugu da orman.
Hazine tasinmazi ¢ok kategorilidir. Bu doniisiimiin ve el degistirmenin ne demek
oldugunu biraz daha iyi anlayabilmek acisindan basitce miilkiyet rejimi hakkinda
bilgi vermek istiyorum. Bizim kamu mal dedigimiz kamu tasinmazlari, ashinda
kabaca devlet hiikiim ve tasarrufu altindaki topraklardir. Bu kamu mallan orta
mallar, meralar, yaylaklar, otlaklar, ormanlar veya kamunun kadimden beri
kullanicisi oldugu ve yararlandigi tasinmazlar, yollar, meydanlar, kopriiler, hizmet
mallar ve sahipsiz yerlerdir. Sahipsiz yerler kayalar, tepeler, sular gibi yerlerdir.
Bunlarin hepsi kamu mallaridir ve bunlar devlet hiikiim ve tasarrufu altindadir. Bu
konuda Medeni Kanun ve Orman Kanunu sunu séyliiyor: Bu topraklarda devletin
kullanma ve yararlanma yetkisi vardir, fakat tasarruf yetkisi yoktur. Yani devletin
devretme ve satig yapma gibi bir yetkisi yoktur. Dolayisiyla bu topraklar herhangi

bir 6zel miilkiyete konu olamazlar.

Peki bu ne anlama geliyor? Kamu mallarinin devredilebilir, el degistirilebilir,
satilabilir olmasi i¢in 6nce hazineye tescil edilmesi gerekiyor. Dolayisiyla ¢ok
sayida kamu taginmazi 2B kanununda ya da Turizm Tegvik Kanunlarinda
gordiigiiniiz gibi bu kamu rejimi icerisinden ¢ikariliyor, hazineye tescil ediliyor ve
boylece, hazineye tescil edilerek, satisi veya devri gibi farkli yollarla tasinmazlarin
sermaye tahsisinin onii aciliyor. Bu da genelde iki asamali yapiliyor. 2000'li yillarda
benim gozlemledigim buydu. Once daha makro dlgekli diizenlemeler yapiliyor.
Kastim, Turizm Kanununda, Yabanci Yatirimlar Kanununda, Tapu Kanunu'nda,
fhale Kanununda bazi degisikliklerin yapilmasi ve bu degisikliklerin hazirladig
zeminde bir sonraki asamada daha mikro dlcekli diizenlemelerin yapilmasidur.
Aslinda béylece bu zeminde kamu arazileri el degistirmeye baghyor ve tasarruf
yetkisi bir sekilde kazanilmis oluyor. Fakat bence burada altini asil ¢izmemiz

gereken nokta miilkiyet durumu ile ilgili.

Biz el degistirmeyi sadece miilkiyet rejiminin el degistirmesi olarak, yani
oOzellestirme, olarak ele alamayiz. Bu Tiirkiye'de konunun sadece bir yonii. O
ylizden ilkel birikim siirecinden bahsedebiliriz burada, ama durumu anlamak i¢in
bu kavram tek basina yetmez. Aslinda miilki rejimi kamu arazisi olarak kalmasina
ragmen ticarilesen ya da topraga halkin erigimini kisitlayan diizenlemeler de var.

Ben kamu arazilerindeki 6zellestirilme siirecini calismamda ti¢ baslikta inceledim.
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Bunlardan ilki, dogrudan miilki rejiminin degismesi, yani topragin miilki rejimini
dogrudan degistiren uygulamalar. fkincisi, kullanim amacini déniistiirerek
sermayeye tahsis edilme kogullarini iireten diizenlemeler, yani kullanim
amacini degistiren diizenlemeler. Ugiinciisii kullanim amacini ya da miilkiyetini
degistirmeden, erisim hakkini ticarilestiren ya da kisitlayan zimni 6zellestirmeler.
Mesela Hazine Arazilerinin, Hazineye ait Tarim Arazilerinin satigini 6ngéren 4070
Sayili Kanun, 4706 Sayili Kanun ya da Koy Kanunu, 2B Kanunu gibi kanunlar bu
taginmazlarin dogrudan miilkiyetini degistiriyor. Yani bir 6zellestirme yapiliyor.
Ote yandan, mesela, Thale Kanunundaki diizenlemeler, Yatiim Kanunundaki
diizenlemeler dikili aga¢ satisin1 6ngéren diizenlemeler o topraklarin sermayeye
tahsisini kolaylastiriyor ya da kullanim amacini doniistiiriiyor, ama miilki rejimini
degistirmiyor. Benzer bicimde, Mera Kanunundaki diizenlemeler, yaylalarin
tasarrufuna iliskin diizenlemeler kullanim hakkini doniistiirmiiyor ama kullanim
hakkini ticarilestiriyor. Zimni bir 6zellestirme bu, fakat farkh yollarla ve farkh
mekanizmalarla da olsa hepsi nihayetinde bir miilksiizlestirme tablosu ortaya
koyuyor. Dolayisiyla bugiin kamu topraklarinin Hazineye tescil edilmesi ve bu
yolla satisinin, devrinin ya da sermayeye tahsisinin kolaylastirilmas: bence en
kritik ve tizerinde durulmasi gereken konu. Ciinkii bagta da dedigim gibi, su an

Tiirkiye'nin topraklarinin yaris1 Hazineye ait.

Turizm Tesvik Kanunundan bahsettiniz. 1980’li yillarm basmda, ilk kez
dogrudan, turizm sektorii i¢cin orman topraklari ve diger kamu mallarma yonelik
vasal miidahale yapildigmi soyliivorsunuz. Bu doniisiim Tiirk siyasal hayat i¢in
de 6nemli olan 1980’ler esiginde gerceklesiyor aslinda. Ozellestirmelerin basladig
bir dénem ve tarihsel baglam icerisinde topraga ve miilksiizlesmeye bakmak
bizim i¢in veni bir kap1 acabilir mi?

M. M. O.: Evet, kesinlikle. Benim kitapta detayli olarak inceledigim, 2000'li yillarda
hayata gecirilen yasal diizenlemelerin ¢ogu 1980’lerden itibaren diizenlenmeye
baslamist1. Fakat bence burada ok kritik olan ve benim ¢alisma boyunca ilgimi
ceken sey, 1980’lerde temeli atilan bu diizenlemelerin bir kisminin 2000’lere
kadar yapilamiyor olmasi. Bircok kez deneniyor. Mesela 2B kanunu 2000’lerin
meselesi degildir, cok daha 6nceden baglamugtir. Aymi gekilde Turizm Tegvik
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Kanununun, Yatinm Kanunlarinin da temelleri 1980’lerde atilmigtir. Bunlar o
donemin konjonktiiriine gercekten ¢ok uygun bir tablodur. Fakat o zamanlar
Anayasa Mahkemesi iptal ediyor, dolayisiyla hayata gecirilemiyor. 2000’li yillarda
adim adim 6nce makro dlgekli yasal diizenlemeler yapiliyor. ihale Kanununda,
Yatinm Kanununda diizenlemeler yapildiktan sonra, asamali olarak, mikro
olcekli diizenlemeler, Koy Kanunlarinin, Orman Kanunlarinin agamali bir sekilde
yeniden diizenlenmesiyle hayata geciriliyor. Bu temellerin 1980’lerde atilmasi,
ama ¢ogunun hayata gecirilebilmesinin 2000’lere rastlamasi bence cok ilging ve

cok da takip edilmesi gereken bir tarihsel siireg.

Peki olcegimizi Dogu Karadeniz'e ¢ekebilir miyiz? Dogu Karadeniz'deki toprak
miilKivetinin durumunu bize agiklayabilir misiniz?

M. M. O.: Tiirkiye'de tilkenin verimli topraklarinin, ormanlarinin %z2,5'u Dogu
Karadeniz'de. Cok biiyiik bir rakam bu. Dolayisiyla Dogu Karadeniz aslinda hem
tarim alanlari, hem orman, gayirlar ve meralar, hem de dogal zenginlikler, dogal
kaynaklar a¢isindan zengin bir bolge. Tam da bu nedenle bir¢ok HES projesinin,
yayla turizmi projesinin, orman kanunundaki diizenlemeler ve maden arama

cikarma faaliyetlerinin de ev sahibi.

Aslinda Dogu Karadeniz 2B arazileri ve tarim arazileri agisindan iilke
ortalamasinin altinda, bunlarin daha yogun oldugu boélgeler var. Fakat ote
yandan, Ozellikle ormanlara ve yaylalara iligkin diizenlemelerden c¢ok yogun
sekilde etkilenen bir bélge. Ozellikle sermayeye tahsis edilme, kullanim amacinin
donistiiriilmesi, ticarilestirilmesi ve/veya erisim hakkinin kisitlanmasi yoluyla
zimni Ozellestirmelerin Dogu Karadeniz’de daha yaygin oldugunu soylemek
miimkiin. Ciinkii bu bolgede aslinda kamu topraklarinin ¢ogu miilkiyet rejimi
acisindan kamu rejimi icerisinde kaliyor. Ancak 6zellikle HESler, maden arama
cikarma gibi projeler yoluyla bu topraklar ve beraberindeki kaynaklar sermayeye
tahsis ediliyor, ve bu yolla halkin erisimi farkh bicimlerde kisitlaniyor, ticarilesiyor.
Uzerindeki imar ve tesisler 6zellesiyor veya turizme agiliyor. Dolayisiyla aslinda
erisim ticarilesiyor. Dogu Karadeniz'deki egilimin bu yonde oldugunu séylemek

mumkiin.
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Dogu Karadeniz'de tapulu arazi meselesi biiyiik bir muallak ashinda. Ozellikle cay
tapusu iistiinden baktigimizda cogu arazi daha da kiiciilecegi ve parcalanacagi
icin ¢ay ruhsat iizerinden devam eden hatta bazi durumlarda “bu arazi benimdir”
deyip, kamuya ait olan orman arazisinin, kisinin cay arazisine, 6zel miilkiine
doniismesi evresindeki o minnacik niiansta hem arazinin ormansizlasmasi
ve hem de biiyiik bir ¢evre sorununun parcasi olmasi da var. Ve bunun hemen
vaninda “ben HI:S’e karsiyim, Yesil Yol'a karsiyim” gibi bir konumlanista gizil
ikircikli bir tavir da var. Cevre eksenli toplumsal hareketlerin Dogu Karadeniz'de
veteri kadar biitiinlitk¢ii olamamasinin, sorunlara parca parca yaklasmasimin bir
sebebinin de 6zel miilkiin o i¢ giciklayan, “bu toprak parcast benim olsun” diyen

tmisida saklrymus gibi gelivor bana. Bu konuda ne diisiiniirsiiniiz?

M. M. O.: Bence ¢ok 6nemli bir noktaya parmak bastiniz. Aymi durum ashnda Bati
Karadeniz i¢in de gecerli. 4070 Sayih Kanun, yani Hazineye ait tarim arazilerinin
satis1 ya da 4706 Sayil1 Kanun Hazineye ait tasinmazlarin satis1 gibi diizenlemelerin
kamuya duyurulmasi asamasinda brosiirlere, duyurulara, kamu spotlarina “tapu
kazandirmak” ifadesi yazilmistir. Yani halk tapu sahibi yapiliyordur. Bu ikircikli
hal biitiin Karadeniz ve 6zellikle 2B Kanunu kapsaminda baktigimizda hep orada
durur. Peki tapu sahibi olmanin pratik diizeyde nasil bir karsihigi var? Aslinda
bir karsiigr yok. Hala aym1 tarlay1 siirmeye, o tarladan mahsul almaya devam
ediyorsunuz. Ama o 6zel miilkiin gercekten sana ait olmasinin ve onun iizerinde
istedigin tasarrufu yapabilmenin “6zgiirliigiine” erismek aslinda tapunun ardindaki
biitiin mesele. Yani tapu ile kazanilan, bu tasarruf yetkisi. Tasarruf yetkisi aslinda
yasal diizeyde bir konu. Bu nedenle orta mallarin “tasarruf yetkisi” Hazineye
tescil edilerek devlete birakiliyor, diyoruz. Ciinkii o tasarruf yetkisi sayesinde
araziyi satabilirsiniz, devredebilirsiniz. Dolayisiyla kritik olan sey tasarruf yetkisi
aslinda. Bu durum findik politikalarini caligirken de kargima ¢ikmigti. Saniyorum,
genel olarak Karadeniz'de bu ikircikli ruh halinin kékenlerinde bir yanu ile iiretici
ama bir yaniyla da “patron” yani miilkiin sahibi olmak ve dolayisiyla da miilkiin
beraberindeki kaynaklan yonetmek yatiyor. Ama kime karsi, neye karsi sorusu
karsisina geldiginde, kendini i¢ine dahil etmekten imtina ediyor. Sanki konunun
Oznesi o degil de bagkasiymis gibi. Hikayenin 6yle olmadigini siire¢ icerisinde
goriiyoruz. Ben caligmalarimda bu konuyu daha ¢ok devlet-merkezli analizini
yapmaya c¢alisiyorum, ama dediginiz nokta da ¢ok kritik gercekten.
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Aslinda o6zellesen bir dogadan soz ediyoruz da bir anlamda. Ciinkii doga
kaynaklarmm bir anda sermayeye dahil oldugunu ve bunun bir yoniiniin sizin
Kitapta isimlendirdiginiz haliyle topraklari kapatarak yapildigimi goriiyoruz. Bu
aslinda ¢ok diisiindiiriicii. Ciinkii 6zellikle HES ler ya da Yesil Yol gibi pek ¢ok ¢evre
miicadelesi Dogu Karadeniz'de onemli Kitlesellige ve meshurluga sahip ama bu
konular1 6zellestirme ve topragi kapatma baglanunda ele almiyoruz. Bu anlamda
biraz diisiindiiriicii gelivor bana aktardiklarmiz. Simdi Yesil Yol ile miisterek
bir mekan olan vaylalarda miilkiyet iliskisinin yeniden anlamlandirdigini,

doniistiiriildiigiinit goriiyoruz. Bize biraz da bu konuyu agabilir misiniz?

M. M. O.: Gok kisaca yayla topragi, orman, tarim arazisi gibi kavramlar biraz daha
detaylandirmak istiyorum. Yayla topragi orta bir mal. Yani yaylalar, kiglaklar orta
mallardir ve hepsi neredeyse devletin hiikiim ve tasarrufu altindadir. Kamunun
ortak kullanimina acik ve iizerinde 6zel miilkiyetin konu olamayacag yerlerdir.
Dolayisiyla devlet bu topraklardan yararlanabilir, fakat tasarruf edemez. Yani

devredemez ya da satamaz.

Ormanlar da Orman Kanunu'na tabii olmakla birlikte, ayn1 sekilde devletin
hiikiim ve tasarrufu altindadir. Bu kritik bir nokta. Dolayisiyla ormanlarin, tarim
arazilerinin satilabilmesinin yolu hazineye tescil edilmesinden geciyor. Ama
burada altini ¢izmemiz gereken nokta meselenin sadece “satilmak” olmamasidir.
Sermayeye farkh sekilde tahsis edilme yollari, kullanim hakkinin ticarilesmesi,
erisimin kisitlanmasi da 6zellestirme baglamina girmektedir. Yaylalarin zaten
orta mal olmasi itibariyle dogrudan satilmasi miimkiin degildir. Fakat yaylalarin
cesitli kanun diizenlemeleri ile turizm amach tahsis edilmesinin, tizerindeki bina
ve tesislerinin kiralanmasinin ya da meralarin Mera Kanundaki diizenlemelerle
zaman icerisinde coklasan ve genigleyen kriterlere bagl olarak cesitli yatirnmlara
tahsis edilmesinin ve ihalelere konu olmasmin yolu agilmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
yaylalardaki hikayeyi birazcik daha incelikli analiz etmek gerekiyor. Yani dogrudan
yaylalara yonelik bir satis islemi goremezsiniz, yaylay1 satiyoruz, demezler.
Dolayisiyla o tahsis ve ticarilesme yollarinin, erigimin ticarilestirilmesinin izini
stirmek gerekiyor. Yesil Yol 6rneginde bunu érneklendirebilir ve somutlastirabiliriz.
Yesil Yol kabaca bir yayla turizmi projesi aslinda. Resmi ad1 Yaylalar Arasi Baglanti
Yolu. 1ginde turizm merkezleri, restoranlar, kayak tesisleri, eko turizm boélgeleri,
koridorlar bulunan ¢ok biiyiik bir yayla turizmi projesi ve dolayisiyla kalkinma
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politikasi olarak tanitiliyor. Aslinda projenin, yayla topraklarini bir kaynak olarak
sermayeye yeniden transferini miimkiin kildigini ve ashinda yarattig1 kirsal rant
alanlan ve yatirim alanlari itibariyle sermaye birikimi adina énemli bir potansiyel
tagidigin1 goriiyoruz. Kalkinma acisindan bir potansiyelden ziyade sermaye
birikimi acisimndan biiyiik bir potansiyeli oldugunu séylemek miimkiin. Ciinkii
proje orta mali olan yaylalarin ve onun beraberindeki kaynaklarin aslinda hem
ekolojik olarak hem de sosyoekonomik olarak kamusal niteligini sermaye lehine
kaybetmesine neden oluyor. Yayla topraklari bu proje baglaminda herhangi bir
sermaye grubuna, yatirimciya ya da kuruma 6zel miilk olarak verilmiyor, transfer
edilmiyor. Fakat bu sermaye gruplarinin yatirim yapacag: topragin rant degerini
artirtyor ve oramin tasarrufunu ticarilestiriyor. Yaylalar, meralar, otlaklar ve
cevresindeki diger orta mallar artik bir tesise, yani bir ticari alana, doniisiiyorlar.
Dolayisiyla kamunun bu alanlara erisim hakki kisitlaniyor ya da yararlanma
hakki ticarilesiyor. Buradaki miilksiizlesmeyi ve tasarruf doniisiimiinii soyle ele
almak gerektigini diistiniiyorum; halki miilkiinden koparmak, tiimiiyle koparma
ve elinden alma gibi degil de ilgili alam piyasalagtirma ve ticarilestirme yoluyla
gerceklestirilen bir miilksiizlestirme deneyimi, pratigi s6z konusu. Dolayisiyla,
yasal olarak bu topraklar hala devlet hitkiim ve tasarrufu altindalar ve orta mal
niteligini koruyorlar. Resmi olarak bu kaynaklara erisim kisitlanmiyor. Fakat
bu topraklardan faydalanabilmek i¢in halk artik ticari hizmetlere ve piyasa
kosullarina entegre olmak zorunda. Yani o bélgede zimni bir 6zellestirme yaratiyor.
Bunun altini ¢izmek gerekiyor: 6zellestirmeler her zaman en somut ve agik haliyle
goriinmek zorunda degil. Bu, 6zellikle 2000'li yillarda, izlenmesi gereken bir sey ve

Yesil Yol Projesi gercekten zimni 6zellestirmenin ¢ok net bir 6rnegi.

Zimni ozellestirme aslinda sahaya bakmak icin veni bir lens saghyor bize. Yesil
Yolla ticarilestirilerek piyasalastirihyor yaylalar. Yaylalarlailgili cevre miicadeleleri
icerisinde en ¢ok atif yaptuigimz diisiinsel alan belki de miistereklerin trajedisiydi.
O miistereklik halinin kendisinin bir imhaya vol acip acmayacagim tartisirken
sitre¢ miisterekligin aslinda bir koruma alani sagladigimi, vine yaylalar 6rneginde
gosterdi. Fakat disaridan gelen, oraya yabanci olan bir rejimin ticarilestirerek,
pivasalastirarak bir manada imhanin kapisin actigini da goriiyoruz. Aslinda bu
onemli bir tartisma pratigi saglayabilir gibi bize hocam, ne dersiniz?
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M. M. O.: Evet bence bu zimni ozellegtirme kavraminin izini siirmek, aym
zamanda yikimin ve talanin aslinda ne kadar farkl yollarla olabilecegini de ortaya
koyuyor. Bu bence toplumsal muhalefet, 6rgiitlemek agisindan cok kritik. Yani
toplumsal muhalefetin daha goriiniir, daha genis 6lcekli olmasi agisindan da bu
kavramu daha fazla tartismak gerekiyor. Ciinkii her sey ilkel birikim kavraminda
veya miistereklerin trajedisinde oldugu gibi goriiniir degil. Cok daha tistii kapali
ve muglak formlar var ve onlar takip ederek bir analiz yapmak gerekiyor ki, bu
analizin tizerinden yeserecek muhalefetin de daha giiclii bir kaynagi ve ilham

olsun.

Podcast boliimlerini birbirine baglayan ii¢c sorumuz var. Sizden Dogu Karadeniz
ozelinde cevre sorunlarmi siralamamzi istesem, ilk ii¢ sirada da ne olur?

M. M. O.: Hepsinden 6nce herhalde yaylalardaki carpik yapilasma sorunundan
bahsederim. Ciinkii yakin zamanda Uzungole gitmistim ve ¢ok iiziicii bir
tabloydu kargilastigim. Neden iiziicii bir tablo, ¢iinkii gercekten talan eden,
dogay1 bozan, kaba tabiriyle hunharca, bir ticarilesme yagsanmis orada. Halkin
erisiminin ticarilesmesinin, erisim hakkinin ticarilesmesinin bir imge olarak
fotografim koymak istesek, ben Uzung6l'ii koyardim. Ciinkii bir ticarilesme
batagina saplanmis gibi goriiniiyor ve iistelik bu Dogu Karadeniz'deki tek 6érnek
degil. Yavas yavag yaylalarin hemen hemen hepsine yayilmaya baglamig durumda.
Dolayisiyla, bu yaylalardaki carpik yapilasma ve tizerindeki imar ve tesislerin
kiralanmasi ve farkl yollarla ticarilesmesi, yapilagmaya agilmasi bence en trajik
sorunlardan biri. Ikincisi, madencilik faaliyetlerinin yarattigi cevre kirliligi
ve talan. Ciinkii ¢ok fazla proje, ihale var ve hala devam ediyor ve tabii maden
dedigimiz zaman ekosistemin, oradaki vahsi doganin, biitiin bir biyocesitliligin
etkilenmesinden soz ediyoruz. Cok 6nemli bir ¢evre sorunu. En ¢ok duydugumuz
ornek Cerattepe ama bir siirii maden projesi var. Bir de tabii son yillarda goze
carpan, bir Karadenizli olarak benim de etkisini hissettigim HES projelerinin
ozellikle dere yataklari, su kaynaklar ve gevresi tizerindeki olumsuz etkileri. Tiim
bu cerceveyi iklim krizinden bagimsiz diisiinemeyiz. Yapilan yasal diizenlemeler,
kanun diizenlemeleri de biitiin bu sorunlari iyiden iyiye besliyor. Dolayisiyla cevre

problemleriyle ilgili tersi yonde bir “gelisme” izliyoruz maalesef.
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Bu ilk ii¢ soruna odakl olarak genel cerceveve bakugmizda, bu sorunlarin
giindelik hayatta ozel bir karsihgr oldugunu diisiiniiyor musunuz? Giindelik
hayatta sizce neler degisti?

M. M. O.: Bu soru bence Dogu Karadeniz igin ¢ok kritik bir soru. Ulkenin bircok
yerinde bolgesel muhalefetin giiclii oldugunu biliyoruz ama Dogu Karadeniz
bence bu cevreci bolgesel muhalefet anlaminda gercekten ¢ok giiclii bir bolge. En
cok duyulan ve bilinenler arasinda Cerattepe direnisi, Firtina Inisiyatifi, Yesil Yol
Direnisleri var. Bunlar gercekten imgeleri ile, sloganlariyla, miicadeleleriyle tarihe

gececek sert muhalefetler.

Fakat benim burada altini ¢izmek istedigim iki nokta var. Aslina bakarsaniz bu
sorunlara konu olan sadece Dogu Karadeniz halklarinin yasadig: ve faydalandig:
topraklar degil. Bunlar nesiller aras1 aktarima konu olan, hepimizin kaynaklari,
kamu kaynaklar. Fakat biz iki sebepten dolayr bu kamu kaynaklarindaki talanin
sonuglarimi secemiyoruz, muglaklasiyor. Bunun sebeplerinden ilki 6zellikle Dogu
Karadeniz 6zelinde yapilan miidahalelerin dogrudan ozellestirme icermemesi.
Zimni bir 6zellestirme ile kars: karsiyasimz. Dolayisiyla yasal olarak hala devlet
hitkiim ve tasarrufu altinda orta mali niteligini koruyor, resmi kaynaklar bu
alanlara erisimi kisitlamiyor fakat toplumun bundan faydalanmasi artik ticari
hizmetlerle ve piyasa kosullar1 altinda miimkiin oluyor. Durumun zimni olmast,
bu bolgelerdeki miilksiizlesmelerin goriiniimiinii muglaklastinyor. Dolayisiyla
Dogu Karadeniz bu konuda ¢ok giiclii bir yer olmasina ragmen bolgedeki toprak
miicadelelerinin ve toplumsal hareketlerin yayginlasmasimm ve o&lceginin

geniglemesinin 6niinde bir engel aslinda bu durum.

ikinci sebebi de ozellestirmelere konu olan topraklarin kamu topragi olmas.
Hazine arazileri, ormanlar, yaylalar aslinda iizerinde yasayan ya da bu kaynaktan
dogrudan tasarruf eden insanlarin az oldugu yerler. Dolayisiyla dogrudan etkilenen
halkin az ve sinirh olmasi, toplumsal muhalefetin genis 6lcekli 6rgiitlenmesinin
oniinde bir sikint1. Oysa ortak kullanim degeri olan topraklarin 6zellesmesi ya da
sermaye erisimine acilmasi hem ekolojik olarak topluma hem de nesiller arasi
aktarim pratiklerine zarar veriyor. Tabii ki toplumsal faydanin gozetilmedigini de
goriiyoruz. Hatta goz ardi ediliyor. Dolayisiyla evet, yerelde 6nemli bir karsiligi var.
Ozellikle Dogu Karadeniz bélgesi baglaminda. Dogu Karadeniz halkinin zellikle
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bu tiir ytkimlara ve yagmalara kars1 dikkat kesilmis halde oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.
Fakat bence sorun tam da bu, sadece yerelde karsiliginin olmasi. Bu sebeplerden

otiirii toplumsal muhalefetin 6lcegi bir tiirlii bityiiyemiyor.

Peki aklinizda kalan en carpicr ¢evre hareketi imgesinden va da sloganindan

bahseder misiniz?

M. M. O.: Biitiin gevre hareketleri icinde benim icin en carpic1 imge Havva Ana'nin
Samistal Yaylasi civarinda kendisine “devlet emri buradan kalkin” diyen kolluk
kuvvetine “Kimdir devlet? Devlet bizim sayemizde devlettir” diye kars1 ¢iktig1 o
serzenigtir. Bu serzenis aslinda benim toprak meselesi tizerine ¢calismamin 6nemli
kaynaklarindan biri. Ciinkii bu serzenis Yesil Yol projesine kars: direnise katilan
yerli halkin, devletin yonetimine ve iradesine kars1 hareket ettigini gormesi ve halki
devletin kurucu unsuru olarak algilamasi ve devlet kimdir diye sorgulamasidur.
Oysa ki yetkililer bu projenin bolgesel kalkinma politikas1 oldugunu, isttihdam
imkanlar1 sunacagini ve turizmden kazang elde edilecegini séylemekte ve
yararlanicisi olarak yerel halki tanimlamaktadir. Burada asikar olan resmi sdylem
ve iddialarda adi1 gecen halkin kapsayici bir halk olmamasidir. Yani Havva Ananin
serzenisi bunu ¢ok ¢arpici bir sekilde ortaya koyuyor. Devlet kim i¢in, hangi yarar
cercevesinde hareket ediyor? Bu serzenis devleti sorgulayarak bu soruyu o kadar

carpici bir sekilde ortaya koyuyor ki.

Burada sunuséylemeyi 6nemli buluyorum; bence son yillarda hakki teslim edilmesi
gereken iki miicadele var. Tabii ki bir siirii hakkin miicadelesi veriliyor ama iki
miicadelenin hakk teslim edilmeli ve desteklenmeli. Birincisi kadin miicadelesi,
bu ¢ok agikar. ikincisi ise cevreci toplumsal muhalefet ki Dogu Karadeniz
bunun icin ¢ok énemli bir yer. Bu ikisinin kesistigi ekofeminizmin daha fazla
konusulmasi, tartigilmasi gerekiyor. Ben de dahil olmak iizere, konunun tizerine
daha ¢ok calismamiz gerekiyor. Bu anlamda Gola gibi derneklerin ¢calismalarinin
cok kiymetli oldugunu diisiiniiyorum c¢iinkii bunlara dikkat cekiyorlar. O yiizden

de Koyu Yesil'e konuk oldugum i¢in ¢ok mutluyum.
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Biz dessizi konuk ettigimizicin cok mutluyuz. Bubéliimde Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen
ile birlikteydik. Kapitalizmi anlamakta ve anlamlandirmakta énemli bir kavram
olan ilkel birikimi, bugiin vasadigimiz cevre sorunlart ile birlikte diisitnmek
icin onemli bir kavramsal set sundu bize. Z1imni ve muglak ozellestirmenin,
ticarilestirilerek pivasalasmanin ¢evre miicadelesi ile kesisimine bakmak aslinda
iizerine daha c¢ok odaklanmamnz gereken ve ilk bakista diisiinmedigimiz bir
cercevede sunuyor. Hocam cok tesekkiir ederiz, calismalarimz ve programa

katildiginiz i¢in.



With Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen on the Implicit and

Ambiguous Transfer of Land in the Eastern Black Sea Region

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we had an interview with Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen
focusing on the relationship between the privatization of public lands and
commons and the Eastern Black Sea environmental movements.'

With dear Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen, we will look at property, the accumulation
that occurs resulting from the transfer of land and its relationship with the
environment. Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen completed her master’s thesis with a
work that oscillates between autobiography and autoethnography. She scripted
her work with Frcan Kesal and made the documentary “Findiktan Sonra” [Gone
with the Hazelnut]. Today, we are working with her on her published doctoral
dissertation “Topraklari Kapatmak: Kamu Arazilerin Ozellestirilmesi™ [Grabbing
the Lands: Privatization of Public Lands] by iletisim Publishing. The book opened
an important door to look again at some concepts that we thought we knew.
In your work, you talk about primitive accumulation and create a conceptual
framework. Can you briefly explain primitive accumulation in terms of land
ownership?

1 The episode was podcasted on August 18, 2022.

2 Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen (2022) Topraklari Kapatmak: Kamu Arazilerin Ozellestirilmesi
[Grabbing the Lands: Privatization of Public Lands]. Iletisim Publishing: Istanbul.



226

Dark Green: Conversations on Eastern Black Sea Environmental Problems

Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen: The historical process we call primitive accumulation is
actually considered the cornerstone of the transition from feudalism to capitalism.
Its distinctive feature for us is that the producer, the peasant, is detached from the
means of production and becomes unable to live without exchanging his/herlabor
power for wages. In other words, it is the creation of conditions in which there is
no choice but to integrate into the capitalist market. The means of production
here actually means land. To put it very simply, in its first form, that is, in the feudal
period, in England, land is actually divided into two: Lord’s lands and common
lands. What we mean by common lands are forests, meadows and pastures; these
are the property of the state, of the king. There is also the property of the church.
In this structure, we know that free peasants, who were not serfs, lived on the
common lands and produced. But the process that started towards the end of the
14th century with the seizure of these common lands by the great feudal lords
and nobles, developed in the 16th and 17th centuries with the reform movement
and the plundering of church properties, and continued unlawfully until the
18th century. But in the 18th century, this plunder gains a legal basis and through
various laws, the structure of land ownership changes radically and becomes
based on private property. Therefore, primitive accumulation actually means
the expansion of private property in terms of property and the transformation
of the means of production, such as labor power or land, which are separated
from the producer, into capital, and the “liberation” and proletarianization of
the producer who is separated from these means of production, that is, from the
land. In other words, it means creating the conditions for the capitalist market.
Of course, we cannot speak of such private property before. Therefore, today’s
experience of the transformation in land disposal actually reveals the continuity
of primitive accumulation. But it goes much further than that. The process needs
to be analyzed in a more nuanced way, because it has different and diversified

mechanisms in itself.

In your work, in order to understand the situation, you both deal with a process
that extends over many years and focus on the present day. Let's now take this
curve that we started in Fingland to Turkey and ask you about the state of land
ownership in Turkey: How do you see the state of land ownership? Within which
legal framework does land ownership change hands in Turkey?
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M. M. O.: It might be good to give some rough figures. Approximately 28% of
Turkey is forests and in decreasing numbers, almost 36% is agricultural land. But
what is critical for us here, at least what I realized throughout the study, is that
almost half of Turkey today is state treasury property. According to 2021 data,
some of these treasury properties are agricultural land and the vast majority are
forests. Treasury properties are multi-categorized. In order to understand a little
better what this transformation and change of hands means, I would like to give
some information about the property regime. Public immovables, which we call
public property, are, in fact, roughly the lands under the state’s rule and disposal.
These public goods are common goods, pastures, meadows, grasslands, forests or
immovable properties that the public has been using and benefiting since ancient
times, roads, squares, bridges, service goods and unclaimed places. Unclaimed
places are places such as rocks, hills, waters. All of these are public goods and are
under the state’s rule and disposal. In this regard, the Civil Code and the Forestry
Law say the following: The state has the authority to use and benefit from these
lands, but not the ownership. In other words, the state has no authority to transfer

or sell. Therefore, these lands cannot be subject to any private ownership.

Well, what does this mean? In order for public properties to be transferable,
exchangeable and saleable, they must first be registered with the treasury.
Therefore, as you can see in the 2B law or Tourism Promotion Laws, many public
immovables are removed from this public regime, registered to the treasury,
and thus, by registering them to the treasury, the way is paved for the capital
allocation of immovables through different means such as sale or transfer. This
is usually done in two stages. This is what I observed in the 2000s. First, more
macro-scale regulations are made. What I mean is that some amendments are
made to the Tourism Law, the Foreign Investments Law, the Land Registry Law, the
Procurement Law, and on the ground prepared by these amendments, more micro-
scale regulations are made in the next stage. In fact, on this basis, public lands start
to change hands and the authority to dispose of them is somehow gained. But I

think the main point we need to emphasize here is about the ownership situation.

We cannot consider the change of ownership only as a change of property regime,
namely privatization. This is only one aspect of the issue in Turkey. Therefore, we

can talk about the primitive accumulation process here, but this concept alone
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is not enough to understand the situation. In fact, there are also regulations that
commercialize or restrict public access to land even though the property regime
remains public land. I have examined the privatization process in public lands
under three headings in my study. The first of these is the direct change in the
property regime, that is, practices that directly change the property regime of the
land. Second, regulations that produce the conditions for appropriation to capital
by transforming the intended use, i.e. regulations that change the intended use.
The third is implicit privatizations that commercialize or restrict the right of
access without changing the intended use or ownership. For example, laws such as
Law No. 4070, Law No. 4706 or the Village Law, the 2B Law, which envisage the sale
of Treasury Lands, Agricultural Lands belonging to the Treasury, directly change
the ownership of these immovables. In other words, a privatization is taking place.
On the other hand, for example, the regulations in the Procurement Law, the
regulations in the Law on Investments, the regulations on the sale of planted trees
facilitate the allocation of these lands to capital or transform their intended use,
but do not change the property regime. Similarly, the regulations in the Pasture
Law and the regulations on the disposition of highlands do not transform the right
to use, but commercialize the right to use. This is an implicit privatization, but all
of them ultimately present a picture of dispossession, albeit in different ways and
through different mechanisms. Therefore, I think the registration of public lands
to the Treasury and thus facilitating their sale, transfer or allocation to capital
is the most critical issue that needs to be emphasized. Because as I said at the
beginning, half of Turkey’s land currently belongs to the Treasury.

You mentioned the Tourism Promotion Law. You say that in the early 1980s,
for the first time, there was a direct legal intervention for forest lands and other
public properties for the tourism sector. In fact, this transformation takes place
at the threshold of the 1980s, which is also important for Turkish political life.
Can looking at land and dispossession in a period of privatization and historical

context open a new door for us?

M. M. O.: Yes, absolutely. Most of the legal regulations that were put into practice

in the 2000s, which I examined in detail in the book, had started to be regulated
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since the 1980s. But I think what is very critical here, and what has been interesting
to me throughout the study, is that some of these regulations, the foundations of
which were laid in the 1980s, could not be realized until the 2000s. It has been tried
many times. For example, the 2B Law is not an issue of the 2000s, it started much
earlier. Similarly, the foundations of the Tourism Promotion Law and Investment
Laws were laid in the 1980s. These are really very appropriate for the conjuncture
of that period. But at the time, the Constitutional Court canceled it, so it could not
be implemented. In the 2000s, step by step, first macro-scale legal arrangements
were made. After the amendments were made to the Procurement Law and the
Investment Law, micro-scale regulations were gradually implemented through the
gradual reorganization of the Village Laws and Forestry Laws. I think the fact that
these foundations were laid in the 1980s, but most of them were put into practice

in the 2000s is a very interesting historical process that should be followed.

So, can we shift our scale to the Fastern Black Sea region? Can you explain the
state of land ownership in the Fastern Black Sea region?

M. M. O.: In Turkey, 2.5% of the country’s fertile land and forests are in the Eastern
Black Searegion. Thisis a very big figure. Therefore, the Eastern Black Sea is actually
aregion rich in terms of agricultural areas, forests, meadows and pastures, as well
as natural riches and natural resources. For this very reason, it is also hosting many
HEPP projects, plateau tourism projects, regulations in the forest law and mining

exploration and extraction activities.

In fact, the Eastern Black Sea is below the national average in terms of 2B lands
and agricultural lands; there are regions where these are more concentrated. On
the other hand, it is a region that is heavily affected by the regulations on forests
and highlands. It is possible to say that implicit privatization, especially through
allocation to capital, transformation of the intended use, commercialization
and/or restriction of the right of access, is more common in the Eastern Black
Sea region. This is because in this region, most of the public lands remain within
the public regime in terms of property regime. However, especially through
projects such as HEPPs and mineral exploration and extraction, these lands and
their accompanying resources are allocated to capital, and in this way, public
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access is restricted and commercialized in different ways. Development and
facilities on them are privatized or offered to tourism. Therefore, access is actually
commercialized. Itis possible to say that the trend in the Eastern Black Sea region

is in this direction.

In the Fastern Black Sea region, the issue of private-registered land is actually a big
uncertainty. Especially when we look at it through the tea title deed, since most of
the land will become even smaller and fragmented, there is also the deforestation
of the land and the fact that it is part of a big environmental problem in that tiny
nuance in the phase when the forest land, which belongs to the public, turns into
one’s tea land, private property, even in some cases by saying “this land is mine”.
And right next to this, there is also an ambivalent attitude hidden in a positioning
such as “I am against the HEPP, I am against the Green Road”. It seems to me that
one of the reasons why environmental-oriented social movements in the Fastern
Black Sea region are not holistic enough and approach the problems in a piecemeal
manner is hidden in the seductive timbre of private property that says “this piece
of land should be mine”. What do you think about this?

M. M. O.: 1 think you have mentioned a very important point. The same situation is
actually valid for the Western Black Sea. In the process of publicizing regulations
such as Law No. 4070, the sale of agricultural lands belonging to the Treasury, or
Law No. 4706, the sale of immovable properties belonging to the Treasury, the
expression “gaining title deeds” was written in brochures, announcements, public
spots. In other words, the public is being made title holders. This ambivalence is
always there when we look at the whole Black Sea region and especially in the
context of the 2B Law. So, what is the practical equivalent of being a title holder?
Actually, there is no equivalent. You still continue to plow the same field; you still
continue to harvest from that field. But the whole point behind the title deed is
to access the “freedom” of actually owning that private property and being able
to dispose of it as you wish. In other words, it is this power of disposition that is
gained with the title deed. The power of disposition is actually a legal issue. This
is why we say that the “power of disposition” of common goods is left to the state

by registering them with the Treasury. Because with that power of disposition,
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you can sell or transfer the land. Therefore, what is critical is actually the power
of disposition. I also came across this situation when I was working on hazelnut
policies.I think this ambivalent mood in the Black Sea region in general hasitsroots
in being a producer on one side and a “boss” on the other, in other words, being
the owner of the property and therefore managing the resources accompanying it.
But when the question of against whom and against what comes up, s/he refrains
from including herself/himself in it. As if the subject is not her/him but someone
else. We see in the process that this is not the case. In my work, I try to analyze this
issue more from a state-centered perspective, but the point you mentioned is also

very critical.

In a sense, we are actually talking about a privatized nature. Because we see that
natural resources are suddenly included in capital and that one aspect of this is
done by grabbing the land, as you call it in the book. This is actually very thought-
provoking. Because many environmental struggles such as HEPPs or the Green
Road have significant mass and popularity in the Fastern Black Sea region, but
we do not address these issues in the context of privatization and land grabbing.
In this sense, what you have told me is a bit thought-provoking. Now, with the
Green Road, we see that the property relationship in the highlands, which is a
common space, has been reinterpreted and transformed. Could you tell us a little

more about this?

M. M. O.: Very briefly, I would like to elaborate on the concepts of plateau land,
forest, agricultural land, etc. Plateau land is a common good. That is to say, plateaus
and winter pastures are common goods and they are almost all under the rule and
disposal of the state. They are open to the common use of the public and cannot
be subject to private ownership. Therefore, the state can utilize these lands, but it

cannot dispose of them. In other words, it cannot transfer or sell them.

Forests are also subject to the Forestry Law, but they are also under the rule and
disposal of the state. This is a critical point. Therefore, the way for forests and
agricultural lands can be sold is through their registration with the treasury. But
what we need to emphasize here is that the issue is not just “selling”. The different

ways in which they are allocated to capital, the commercialization of the right

231



232

Dark Green: Conversations on Eastern Black Sea Environmental Problems

of use, and the restriction of access also fall within the context of privatization.
It is not possible to sell the plateaus directly as they are already a common good.
However, various legal regulations pave the way for plateaus to be allocated for
tourism purposes, for the buildings and facilities on them to be leased, or for
pastures to be allocated to various investments and subject to tenders, depending
on criteria that have multiplied and expanded over time with the regulations in
the Pasture Law. Therefore, the story in the plateaus needs to be analyzed a little
more subtly. In other words, you cannot see a direct sale of the plateaus, they
do not say they are selling the plateau. Therefore, it is necessary to trace those
ways of allocation and commercialization, the commercialization of access. We
can illustrate and concretize this in the example of the Green Road. The Green
Road is roughly a plateau tourism project. Its official name is the Connection Road
between Plateaus. It is promoted as a huge plateau tourism project with tourism
centers, restaurants, ski facilities, eco-tourism zones and corridors, and thus as a
development policy. In fact, we see that the project makes it possible to re-transfer
plateau lands to capital as a resource and that it actually has a significant potential
for capital accumulation in terms of the rural rent areas and investment areas it
creates. It is possible to say that it has a great potential for capital accumulation
rather than a potential for development. This is because the project causes the
plateaus (which are common goods) and the resources that accompany them
to lose their public nature, both ecologically and socioeconomically, in favor of
capital. In the context of this project, plateau lands are not given or transferred
as private property to any capital group, investor or institution. However, it
increases the rent value of the land that these capital groups will invest in and
commercializes its disposition. Plateaus, pastures, grasslands and other common
goods around them are now transformed into a facility, that is, a commercial
area. Therefore, the public’s right of access to these areas is restricted or the right
to benefit from them is commercialized. I think that the dispossession and the
transformation of disposal here should be handled as follows; there is an experience
and practice of dispossession that is carried out through the marketization and
commercialization of the relevant area, rather than detaching the people from
their property, completely detaching and taking it away. Therefore, legally, these
lands are still under the state’s rule and disposal, and they retain the characteristic

of common good. Officially, access to these resources is not restricted. But in
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order to benefit from these lands, people now have to integrate into commercial
services and market conditions. In other words, it creates an implicit privatization
in that region. It is important to underline that privatization does not always
have to appear in its most concrete and explicit form. This is something to watch,
especially in the 2000s, and the Green Road Project is indeed a very clear example
of implicit privatization.

Implicit privatization actually provides us with a new lens to look at the field. With
the Green Road, the plateaus are commercialized and marketized. Perhaps the
intellectual field we referred to the most in the environmental struggles related to
the plateaus was the tragedy of the commons. While we were discussing whether
that state of commonality itself would lead to destruction, the process showed
that commonality actually provides a conservation area, again in the example
of the plateaus. However, we also see an external regime, a regime that is foreign
to the region, paves the way to destruction by commercializing and marketizing
them. Actually, this could offer us an important discussion practice, what do you
think?

M. M. O.: Yes, I think tracing this concept of implicit privatization also reveals
how destruction and plunder can actually happen in different ways. I think
this is very critical in terms of organizing social opposition. In other words, it is
necessary to discuss this concept more in terms of making social opposition more
visible, more large-scale. Because not everything is as visible as in the concept of
primitive accumulation or the tragedy of the commons. It has much more veiled
and ambiguous forms, and it is necessary to make an analysis by following them
so that the opposition that will grow out of this analysis will have a stronger source
and inspiration.

We have three questions that connect the podcast episodes. If I ask you to rank
the environmental problems in the Fastern Black Sea region, what would be in
the top three?

M. M. O.: First of all, I would probably mention the problem of unplanned

construction in the highlands. Because I recently went to Uzung6l and it was a very
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sad picture. Why is it a sad picture, because there has been a commercialization
there that really plunders, destroys nature, in crude terms, brutally. If we wanted to
put an image of the commercialization of public access, of the commercialization
of the right of access, I would put Uzungol, because it seems to be mired in a
quagmire of commercialization, and this is not the only example in the Eastern
Black Sea region. It is slowly spreading to almost all of the plateaus. Therefore,
I think one of the most tragic problems is the unplanned construction in these
plateaus and the leasing and commercialization of the zoning and facilities
on them, and their opening to construction in different ways. Secondly, the
environmental pollution and plunder caused by mining activities. Because there
are so many projects and tenders and they are still going on, and of course when we
talk about mining, we are talking about affecting the ecosystem, the wild nature
there, the whole biodiversity. It is a very important environmental problem. The
most common example we hear about is Cerattepe, but there are many other
mining projects. And of course, the negative effects of HEPP projects, which have
been prominent in recent years, and which I, as a Black Sea resident, have also felt
the impact of, especially on the stream beds, water resources and the environment.
We cannot consider this whole framework independent of the climate crisis. The
legal arrangements and regulations are also feeding all these problems more and
more. Therefore, unfortunately, we are observing a “development” in the opposite

direction regarding environmental problems.

When you look at the general framework focusing on these first three problems,
do you think that these problems have a specific counterpart in daily life? What
do you think has changed in daily life?

M. M. O.: 1 think this is a very critical question for the Eastern Black Sea region. We
know that regional opposition is strong in many parts of the country, but I think
the Eastern Black Sea is a really strong region in terms of this environmentalist
regional opposition. Cerattepe resistance, Firtina Initiative, Green Road Resistance
are among the most heard and known. These are really fierce oppositions that will
go down in history with their images, slogans and struggles.

But there are two points I would like to underline here. As a matter of fact, it is

not only the lands where the peoples of the Eastern Black Sea live and benefit
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from that are subject to these problems. These are the resources of all of us, public
resources that are subject to intergenerational transfer. But for two reasons, we are
unable to discern the consequences of the plunder of these public resources, they
become ambiguous. The first reason is that the interventions, especially in the
Eastern Black Sea region, do not involve direct privatization. You are faced with an
implicit privatization. Therefore, legally, these areas are still common goods under
the state’s rule and disposal; official resources do not restrict access to these areas,
but it is now possible for society to benefit from them through commercial services
and under market conditions. The implicit nature of the situation obscures the
appearance of dispossessions in these regions. Therefore, although the Eastern
Black Sea is a very strong place in this regard, this is actually an obstacle to the

expansion and scale of land struggles and social movements in the region.

The second reason is that the lands subject to privatization are public lands.
Treasury lands, forests and plateaus are actually places where there are few
people living on them or directly utilizing this resource. Therefore, the small and
limited number of people who are directly affected is a problem for the large-
scale organization of social opposition. On the other hand, the privatization of
lands with common use value or opening them up to capital access harms both
the ecological community and the practices of intergenerational transmission. Of
course, we also see that social benefit is not taken into consideration. It is even
ignored. So yes, it has an important local impact. Especially in the context of the
Eastern Black Sea region. I think the people of the Eastern Black Sea region are
particularly attentive to these kinds of destruction and plunder. But I think this is
exactly the problem, that it only has a local response. For these reasons, the scale

of social opposition cannot grow.

Can you tell us about the most striking image or slogan of the environmental

movement you remember?

M. M. O.: Of all the environmental movements, the most striking image for me
is Mother Havva’s outburst on the Samistal Plateau, when she said to the law
enforcement officers who told her “the state orders you to get out of here”, “Who

is the state? The state is the state thanks to us”. In fact, this reproach is one of the
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important sources of my study on the land issue. This is because the local people
who participated in the resistance against the Green Road project saw that they
were acting against the administration and will of the state and perceived the
people as the constituent element of the state and questioned who the state is.
However, the authorities state that this project is a regional development policy,
that it will provide employment opportunities and earn profits from tourism,
and define the local people as the beneficiaries. What is evident here is that the
people mentioned in the official discourse and claims are not an inclusive people.
I mean, Mother Havva’'s complaint reveals this in a very striking way. For whom
does the state act, for what benefit? This reproach raises this question so strikingly

by questioning the state.

I find it important to say this here; I think there are two struggles that should be
recognized in recent years. Of course, many rights are being fought for, but two
struggles should be recognized and supported. The first is the women’s struggle,
this is very obvious. The second is the environmentalist social opposition, for
which the Eastern Black Sea is a very important place. Ecofeminism, where these
two intersect, needs to be discussed and debated more. We need to work more on
the issue, myself included. In this sense, I think the work of associations like Gola
is very valuable because they draw attention to these issues. That is why I am very

happy to be a guest of Koyu Yesil.

We are also very happy to have you as our guest. In this episode we were with
Melek Mutioglu Ozkesen. She presented us with an important conceptual
set Lo think about primitive accumulation, which is an important concept in
understanding and making sense of capitalism, together with the environmental
problems we face today. Looking at the intersection of implicit and ambiguous
privatization, commercialization and marketization with the environmental
struggle actually offers a framework that we need to focus on more and that
we do not think about at first glance. Thank you very much for your work and

participation in the program.



Hakan Tekin ile

Artvin, Madenler ve Miicadele Pratikleri Uzerine

Bu boliimde Hakan Tekin ile birlikte bir stiredir Dogu Karadeniz'de yaygin bir cevre
miicadelesi alan1 olan madenlere, 6zelde Artvin maden miicadelesine odaklandik.

Koyu Yesil'in' 3. sezonuna hos geldiniz. Bu boliimde aslinda bir siiredir
Dogu Karadeniz'in ve ozellikle Artvinin basinda olan bir derde, madenlere
odaklanacagiz. Konugum cevre miihendisi sevgili Hakan Tekin. Hakan Tekin
bugiinlerde basinda maden derdi olan Giimiishane kdyiinden, Artvin Salmbas
Cevre Platformu goniilliisii, cevre konusuna odaklannuis bir uzman ve aktivist.
Bize Artvin ¢evre miicadelesinin maden ile iliskisinden, Artvin ¢evre hareketleri
tarihinden bahseder misiniz?

Hakan Tekin: Artvin'de maden ve HES miicadelesi 25-30 yillik, tarihi bir miicadele.
1995 yilinda Yesil Artvin dernegi kuruldu. Ashinda ilk Kanadal sirket Cominco ile
daha sonra da MTA ile madencilik faaliyetleri bagliyor. {lk bagari 2009 yilinda
Danistay tarafindan onaylanan Cerattepe ile ilgili isletme ruhsatinin iptali karar
ile elde ediliyor. Ama ardindan 2010 yilinda Maden Kanunda bir degisiklige
gidiliyor. Ve bu degisiklikle birlikte sermayenin ve sermayenin temsilcisi olan
sirketlerin 6nti aciliyor. 2010 yilindaki bu degisiklikle, ruhsat alanlarmin revizyonu

ile sirketlere tekrar ruhsat verilmesi durumu s6z konusu oldu. Dolayisiyla siire¢

1 Bu bolim 12 Haziran 2023 tarihinde yayinlanmistir.
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yeniden baslad. 2012 yilinda mahkeme tarafindan isletme ruhsatinin iptali ve ayn1
zamanda CED, Cevre Etki Degerlendirme, raporu iptal karari ve yeni bir yiiriitmeyi
durdurma karan var. Burada vurgulamak istedigim husus, iki kere yiiriitmeyi
durdurma karar1 olmasma ragmen 2015 yilinda Cerattepe’de tekrar madencilik
faaliyetinin 6niiniin agilmasidir. Ne yazik ki Artvin'in beyni dedigimiz Cerattepe’de
2016 yilinda madencilik faaliyeti yapilmasina yonelik bir¢ok bilim insaninin karsi
akademik goriigii olmasina ragmen; devletin kendi madencilik kurulusu olan
MTAnin heyelanh bir bolge oldugu i¢in madencilige uygun olmayan bir alandir
goriisii olmasina ragmen; hukuk dis1 yontemlerle hakimler degistirilerek iki kez
yiriitmeyi durdurma karari olmasina ragmen madenciligin 6nii agildi. Su anda
Cerattepe’de bakir madeni, kirma eleme tesisi ve teleferik hatt1 projesi devam
ediyor. Teleferik hatt1 Zelosman dedigimiz Borcka bolgesine ¢ikarillan madenin
gelmesi, oradan da Murgul bakir isletmesine gonderilmesini iceriyor.

Tiirkiye'ye mal olmug ¢ok 6nemli bagka direnisler de var. Ne yazik ki Salinbag ve
ondan dncesinde de Hod altin madeni i¢in de yine 2021 yilinda ¢ikmis CED olumlu
kararn var. 3.500 hektarlik devasa bir ruhsat alani icinde yaklasik 300 hektarlik bir
CED alani var. $imdi de Salinbag altin madeni projesiyle kars: karsiyayiz. Burada
en biiyiik problemlerden birisi Artvin'in bir maden kentine dontigmiig olmasi.
TEMA'nin raporlarinda Artvin'in %71'i maden sahasi yani %71’ igletme ve arama
maden ruhsath bir kente doniismiis durumda Artvin. Geri kalan kisminda da
zaten HES var. Yani doga kenti olmasi gereken Artvin'in, bir tarafi HES bir tarafi
maden olmug durumda. Bu anlamda Artvin, bir insansizlagtirma politikasiyla karsi
kargiyadir. Salinbag altin madeni de aslinda 2010’daki maden kanundaki degisiklikle
baslayan siirecle iligkilidir. Arama ruhsatlarinin genisletilerek verilmesiyle birlikte,
2o1 yilinda Ardanug¢’un Giimiishane kdyiinde Pontid Madencilik tarafindan siireg
baslatildi. 2012’de alinmig bir CED olumlu karari var ve ardindan da 24 Subat 2023
tarihinde CED bagvurusu bakanliga sunulan toplamda 602 hektarlik devasa bir
alana sahip, acik ocak altin madeni igletmesini iceriyor. Aslinda Artvin madenler
ve ¢evre miicadelesi siirecinin tarihi kisaca bu sekilde diyebiliriz.

Madencilik kanunu degismesinin tetiklediklerini aktarirken iki 6nemli husustan
bahsettiniz: insansizlastirma politikasi ve acik ocak madeni. Bunlari biraz daha

acabilir misiniz?
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H. T.: Maden kanunun degisikligi ile birlikte sermayenin 6nii acildi. Ciinkii ne
zaman sermayenin onii tikansa, yeni bir mevzuat degisikligiyle sermaye kendisini,
ne yazik ki, yeniden var ediyor. 2010'da dogamuizi, dogal varhiklarimizi korumasi
gereken kanun, sermayenin oniinii agti. Kanun degisiklikleriyle projelerin
ruhsatlandinlmasmimn 6nii acildi. Yine CED diye kisalttigimiz Cevresel Etki
Degerlendirme yonetmeligi aslinda 1993'te kabul edilmig bir yonetmelik. Ancak bu
yonetmelik tizerinde bugiine kadar 23 kere degisiklik yapilmis. Boylece defalarca
hukuki miicadelerle kazanilmig, Danigtay tarafindan onaylanan kararlara ragmen
sermaye projelerin kii¢iik bir noktasinda degisiklige giderek tekrar tekrar bagvuru
yapip, degisen mevzuatlarla kendini yeniden var ediyor. $Simdi de Cerattepe ve
Hod Madeni'nden sonra Salmbas madeni var. Su anda Artvin'in basinda olan en

biiyitk maden projeleri bunlar.

Cerattepe’de sadece 22 hektarlik bir CED alani var. Proje alani dedigimiz gevresel
etki degerlendirmesi bu 22 hektar iizerinde. Cerattepe’nin burada en biiyiik
problemi ruhsat alaniydi. 4.500 hektara yakin devasa bir ruhsat alani vardi. Daha
sonra bu kapali sisteme dondii. En son nihai CED’te bakir madeni kirma eleme
tesisi, teleferik hattina déndi. Hod madeninde, kompleks maden dedigimiz,
yeralti madeni isletmeciligi var. Burada da yaklasik 300 hektarlik bir CED, proje

alani var.

Salinbag altin madeninde ise CED bagvuru dosyasi subat ayimnda bakanliga
sunulan 602 hektarlik bir CED alan var. Proje alan1 yoniiyle Cerattepe madeninin
yaklagik 27 kati, Hod madeninin de yaklagik 2 kati1 buyiikliigiinde. En 6nemli
farki ise acik isletme olmas. Yani ¢ikarilacak olan cevher siyaniirle ayristirilacak.
Ikinci bir benzerlik yonii ise Cerattepe Artvin'in beyni dedigimiz bir noktadaydu.
Yani i¢me sularinin, kullanma sularinin geldigi, dogal ve kiiltiirel alanlarimin
SIT koruma alani oldugu bir noktadaydi. Kafkasor yaylasina ¢ok yakindi. $imdi
Salinbag'ta Ardanug¢’'un Giimiishane Koyii, Artvin'in Koseler Koyiiniin beyni
dedigimiz noktadir. ikinci benzerligi budur. Bu baglamda acik ocak isletme
olmasy, yani siyaniir ile ayrigtirma yapilacak olmasi en biiyiik tehlikedir. Ve bugiine
kadar Artvin'in bagina gelmis en bityitk CED alanidir. 602 hektar, 844 tane futbol
sahasina tekabiil etmektedir.
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Salinbas Alun Madeni, Artvin icin 2023’iin ilk yarismin ilk derdi gibi oldu.
Aslinda Yusufelinin sular altinda kalmasi da aym doneme denk diistiigii icin,
2023"iin ikinci derdi de diyebiliriz. Anlatirken Cerattepe’vle benzerliklerini ve
farkhliklarmm vurgulayarak aktarim yaptimz. Kamuoyuna da ikinci Cerattepe
olayi olarak yansidi. Yoreyi bilen, bir cevre miithendisi olarak bu projeyi bize biraz
daha anlatabilir misiniz? Ciinkii konuyu hem cevresel etkileri hem de sosyal
etkileri bakimindan da tartismaya acmak gerekiyor.

H. T.: Kesinlikle. ifade ettigim gibi ikinci Cerattepe diye adlandirmamizin bana
gore iki nedeni var. Birincisi bahsettigim gerek Giimiishane Koyii olsun gerekse
Artvin'in Koseler koyii olsun, Salinbag bu koylerin beyni dedigimiz noktada.
Cerattepe'de Artvin'in beyni noktasindaydi. Yani asil proje alanini bu kdylerin igme
ve kullanma sularinin geldigi en giizel yaylalar olugturmaktadir. ikincisi de cevher
kapasitesi acisindan ¢ok yakindirlar. Burada 14 milyon ton cevherden bahsediliyor.
Tonunda 2.17 gram altin, 11.29 gram da giimiis elde edilecegi ifade ediliyor.

Aslinda stire¢ 2012'de basladi. Sirketin 16 hektarlik alan i¢in CED olumlu karari
vardil. Bu CED olumlu karar ile birlikte biz anliyoruz ki, sirket asil caligma alani
olarak arama faaliyetleri yuriitilmiis ve 2018 ile 2022 yillar1 arasinda sadece 22
tonluk bir cevher ¢ikarilmis ve gecici olarak depolanmis. Bu projenin 6mrii sadece
10 yilmis. Bu 16 hektarlik alan, koylere biraz daha uzak kalan, yerlesimin olmadigi
bir alandaydu. 2022 yilinda bu projenin 10 yillik 6mrii tamamlanda. Ve yine ne yazik
ki bolgedeki cesitli kdylerde, kiigiik hektarlik alanlar i¢in alinmis olan CED gerekli
degildir kararlar1 var. Bunlarin hepsi 2012'deki 16 hektarlik alan ve yeni alinmis
CED gerek degildir kararlan ile birlikte, kiimiilatif degerlendirilmek zorundadur.
Yani 2023 yilinin subatinda bagvurusu yapilan Salinbag Altin Madeni, sz konusu
2012'deki CED olumlu projesinin kapasite artigi ve ayn1 zamanda zenginlestirme
tesisi ve atik depolama tesisinin eklenmesiyle ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. Bu da atik
depolama tesisi dedigimiz, aslinda siyaniir havuzlarinin proje i¢inde olacak
olmas! anlamina gelmektedir. Temel anlamda benzerlikler ve projenin teknik
detayr budur. Bunun diginda cevresel etki degerlendirmesi alan1 602 hektar, yani
844 futbol sahas: biiyiikliigiinde olan devasa bir alandir. Birincil olarak cevre
mithendisligi disiplininden baktigimizda, proje alanlarimizin, kentlerimizin
daha dogrusu bolgelerimizin gevre diizeni planlar ile kargilasiriz. Yani 1/100.000

olcekli hazirlanmig olan cevre diizeni planinda, proje sahasi orman alani, agachk
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karakterinin korunmas1 gereken bir alan ve bdlgeye 6zel iiriin alani olarak
gosterilmistir. Dolayisiyla cevre diizeni planinda agaclik karakteri korunmasi
gereken alanin, maden sahasina agilmasi durumu s6z konusudur. Bu ¢evre diizeni
planina aykiridir. ikincil konu agik ocak igletme dedigimiz siyaniir ile ayrigtirmanin
yapilacak olmasidir. Burada iki tip yontem var aslinda: biri y1gin lici dedigimiz,
tiriintin direkt araziye yayilmasiyla ayristirmanin yapilmasi, bir digeri ise tank ici
yontemi dedigimiz genis tanklarda, ¢ikarilan cevherin sodyum siyaniir ¢ozeltisi ile
karigtirilarak ayristirilmasidir. Bu yontemde en énemli risklerden biri dokiilme ve
sodyum siyaniiriin ph dengesinin ayarlanmasidir. Ciinkii diisiik ph’larda sodyum
siyaniir son derece oldiiriicti bir gaz olan, hidrojen siyaniire doniisiir. Potansiyel
olarak hem havaya karismasiyla hem de suya ve topraga karismasiyla saghgi tehdit
edecektir.

Uciincii konu da patlatmalarla ortaya ¢ikacak olan toz, giiriiltii ve titregimdir.
Topragin siyrilmasi, patlatmalar veya kayalarin ve topraklarin o6giitiilmesiyle
ortaya cikacak toz, insan saghg icin akciger hastaliklarina sebebiyet verebilecek
ciddi bir tehdittir. Ayrica patlatmalarla birlikte proje sahasmdaki yer alt1 sularinin
catlak sistemleri de yer degistirir. Dolayisiyla patlatmalarla birlikte sular azalir.
Zaten Dogu Karadeniz'in neredeyse tamamu gibi, Artvin'in de neredeyse tamami
heyelan riskli bolgedir. Gimiishane Koyii ve Koseler Koyii de toprak kaymasi olan
bir bolgededir. Bunun tetiklenmesi demek, yerlesim yerlerinde yine ciddi bir risk
altinda olmasi demektir.

Birdigerkonudaproje-madensahasininhemenaltinda, sadece 8oo metre mesafede,
Deriner Barajimin olmasidir. Deriner baraji, Coruh nehri {izerinde enerji tiretim
amaciyla kurulmus olan hidroelektrik santraldir. Dolayisiyla artik durusu, yani tath
su niteligindedir. Bu anlamda ¢oken tozlarin buradaki canh yasamini da bitirecegi
agikardir. Havza alani diger bir konudur. Coruh Nehri'nin 20.000 km karelik miithis
bir havza alani vardir. Gegmiste Coruh Nehrinin hemen yaninda, Giimiigshane
koyiiniin altinda Surmak dedigimiz mevki vardi. Coruh nehrinin hemen yanindaki
mevki, keza Artvin'in Orcuk (Korucu) Koyii de benzer sekilde, mikroklima iklim
ozelligi tagiyan ¢ok verimli topraklardir. Bu bolgeler Akdeniz ikliminde yetistirilen
meyve sebzelerin yetistirilebildigi yerlerdir. Zaten bizim en verimli topraklarimiz
HES'lerde sular altinda kald. $imdi kalan kismi maden sahasina agiliyor. O yiizden
de bu bir yasam miicadelesidir ve insansizlagtirmadir diyoruz.
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Bu maden proje alaninin hemen altinda, 8oo metre mesafede 20.000 kilometre
havza alani olan Coruh Nehri iizerine kurulmus bir Deriner Baraji var. Dolayisiyla
proje alani, havza alanm icerisindedir. Peki ne demek havza alani? Bolgenin
akarsularinin, derelerinin tek bir noktada toplandig: yer demektir. Burada kuzey
giiney yonii akigly, aktif Incesu Deresi, Kopriiler Deresi, Okgular Deresi gibi dereler
var. Bunun diginda da boélgede birgok kuru dereye yatag var. Kuru dere yatagi
yagls zamani canlanan yataklar1 demek. Artvin o6zellikle 5-6 ay yagis alan bir
bolge oldugu icin bu kuru dere yataklar yagish zamanlarda canlanir. Proje alani
zenginlestirme tesisinin, yani siyaniir havuzu dedigimiz atik depolama tesisinin
planlandig1 yer 1.600-1700 rakimda bulunuyor. Yayla burasi ve bir buguk metreye
kadar kar tutabiliyor. Dolayisiyla biz bolgenin yagis rejimini, egimini -%go’dan,
%g0’tan fazla egimler var bolgede-, cok siddetli ve siddetli su erozyonuna maruz
bir bolge oldugunu ve heyelanla toprak kaymas: riskinin yiiksek oldugunu
diisiindiigiimiizde; yagisla beraber topraga ve suya karismasi muhtemel olan
siyaniir ve agir metallerin aktif ve kuru derelerle birlikte, Coruh Nehri'ne akacagin
on gormek miimkiindiir. Havza alam dedigimiz olay budur. Dolayisiyla tiim bu
faktorleri bir araya getirdigimizde olusacak olan maden atiklarindan, yerlegim
yerlerinin ve Deriner Baraji'nin etkilenmemesi s6z konusu degildir.

CED siireclerinden bahsettiniz sikhkla. Bu CED siirecleri olmasi gerektigi gibi
islivor mu?

H. T.: Su anda kesinlikle islemiyor. Cevresel Etki Degerlendirmesi dedigimiz
yonetmelikte 23 kez degisiklik olmus olmasi 6nemli bir gostergedir. Bu sirketler
sirtlarini “devlete dayamis” durumdalar. Biz ne zaman bir kazanim elde ettigimizi
diisiinsek, bir mahkeme karari oldu diye sevinsek, sevincimizi yasayamadan yeni
bir CED siireciyle karsi kargiya kaliyoruz. fkincisi de, cevresel etki degerlendirme
raporlari CED yeterlilik firmalarn hazirhiyor. Adrese teslim bu raporlar, bilindik
firmalar tarafindan hazirlaniyor. Oysa burada cevresel etki degerlendirme
raporlarin1  hazirlayan miithendislerin, firmalarin objektif yaklagmasi ¢ok
onemlidir.

Birdiger husus CED gereklidir, gerekli degildirveya CED olumlu, olumsuz dedigimiz
durumdur. Cevresel Etki Degerlendirmesi Yonetmeligi'nin yonetmelik ekinde Ek
1 ve Ek 2 listeleri bulunur. Cevreye olan etkisi birinci derecede daha fazla olacak
projeler Ek 1'de; nispeten daha az olacak projeler Ek 2'de yer alir. Madencilik i¢in
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bunu diisiindiigiimiizde, 25 hektar lizerindeki acitk ocak madencilik faaliyetleri
Ek 1 tesisi olurken 25 hektarin altindaki projeler Ek 2 tesisi olur. Ek 2 projelerine
valilikler direkt CED gereklidir, gerekli degildir kararimi vermektedir. Bu olumlu bir
stirec degildir. Zira bu kararlari veren kisilerin ehil, liyakatli, uzman kigiler olmasi
lazimdir. Ashnda CED’e tabi olan her projenin bakanlik tarafindan ve ehil kigilerce
degerlendiriliyor olmasi lazim. Diyelim ki projeye CED gereklidir verildi veya Ek
1 listesinden bir tesis i¢in siire¢ bagladi: o zaman CED olumlu veya olumsuza
gidiyoruz. Yani bakanliga bagvuru yapiliyor. Inceleme Degerlendirme Komisyonu
kurulup CED olumlu ve olumsuz karar veriliyor. Bu komisyonlarda %gs, hatta
%99, CED olumlu karar veriliyor. Su anda bizim bahsettigimiz rapor ashinda CED
raporu degil: CED bagvuru dosyasi. Bu ashinda buzdaginin gériinen kismi. Bundan
sonra halkin katilimi siireci, ardindan inceleme Degerlendirme Komisyonu ve en
son nihai CED, son CED raporu sonra da CED olumlu-olumsuz karar bulunuyor.
CED olumlu ciktiginda ise sadece bir ay siire var. Cok sayida eki de olan 1000
sayfalik bir rapor hazirlaniyor. Bu evraki bir ayda inceleyip, dava siirecine dokmek,
akademiden goriig almak vb. hazirliklar yapmak gerekiyor. Siirenin yetersiz kaldig:
agikardir. Burada 6zellikle bu miicadele alaninin multidisiplinler digiiniiliip, tiim
sivil toplum kuruluslarinin, bu iilkenin mimarlar, sehir plancilary, mithendislerinin
ve tiim o meslek orgiitlerinin, TMMOB'un bu siirece dahil edilerek incelemeye
Degerlendirme Komisyonlariin gercekten ilgili taraflarin yer aldig1 bir toplanti
seklinde yapilmas: gerekir.

Dogaya yonelik miidahaleler olduk¢a kapsayici ve birey olarak bizlerin iistiine
geliyor. Bunun karsisinda mutlaka kesisimsel ve multidisipliner bir konumlanis
gerekiyor. Sizin orgiitlenme miicadelenizi de takip ettigimde kullandigimz
repertuarin bu yonde oldugunu goérdiim. Ardanuclular Kiiltiir Yardimlasma ve
Dayamisma Dernegi gibi hemseri dernekleri, Yesil Artvin gibi ¢evre dernekleri,
TMMOB gibi meslek orgiitleri ve cevre meselesinin etrafinda taraf olmus
farkl sivil aktorlerin ortak bir zeminde bulusmasi icin ¢cahstiniz. Bu orgiitlerle
iliskilenmek ve birlikte hareket etmek icin caba sarf ettiniz. Artvin Salmbas
Cevre Platformu'nu Kurdunuz. Neden boyle bir platforma ihtivag vardi ve neden
aslinda diger sivil toplum kurumlarmm konumlamslarim etkileyen ve taraf
olmay1 birazcik daha lzlandiran bir siire¢ islemiyor. Ve bir de neden her sey
sadece sivil topluma kahyor?
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H.T.: Aslinda o kadar 6nemli bir soru ki bu. Belki de sadece bunun {izerine saatlerce
konugmaliyiz. Oncelikle ben neden béyle bir platforma ihtiyag duydugumuzdan
baslamak istiyorum. Yaz tatillerim Giimiishane kdyiinde gecti. Dogma biiyiime
Artvin, Merkezli bir insanim. Daha sonra liseyi bitirdim ve 17 yasimda Artvin'den
iiniversite icin ¢ciktim. Bir o kadar yi1lda kendimi Artvin diginda ve sistem icerisinde
var etmeye caligtim. Simdi digiiniiyorum da asrin felaketti dedigimiz giinleri,
korkung bir depremi yagadik. iklim krizinin igindeyiz. Ve yarin ben kéyiime gidip,
orada yagam kurabilirim. Mesele sadece yerelde yasayan insanlarin meselesi degil.
Demek istedigim su ki, mesele biitiin Artvinlilerin, biitiin diinyalilarin meselesi.
Neden bunu soylityorum, ¢iinkii bu proje sahasi 602 hektar yani 844 futbol
sahasi biiytikliigiinde ve bunun yaklasik 510 hektari, yani yaklasik %85'i orman
sayilan alanlar tizerine kurulu ve kamu arazisi. Dolayisiyla Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti
vatandagi olan herkesin burada séz hakk: var. illa, Giimiigshane koylii, Koseler
koylti, Okumuglar koyli olmasina ya da Ardanuclu, Artvinli olmasina gerek yok.
Meseleye oncelikle buradan bakmak gerekiyor.

Projelerin hayata gecisinde, basvuru dosyasinin bakanhga sunulmasi ve halkin
katilima dahil edilmesi siireclerinde ¢ok fazla bilgi kirliligi oldugu. Siirecte bilgi
kirliligi oldugunu meslek disiplinimizden étiirii biz hizla séyledik. Oncelikle
koylimiizii kendimiz bilgilendirelim dedik. Buna vyerelden dogru bilgiyi
aktarabilmek adma ihtiya¢ duyuldu. Ardindan da zaten en bagindan beri ifade
ettigimiz bunun bir yagsam miicadelesi oldugunu aktardik. Ciinkii bir tarafimiz
HES &biir tarafimiz maden... Dolayisiyla Artvinlileri bir araya getirmis olan,
Ardanugclular Dernegi, Artvinliler Dernegi, Yesil Artvin Dernegi gibi STKlara,
hatta yerel belediyelere, yasami, dogay1 savunan ve ormanlarimizin, sularimizin,
topragimizin yok edilmesini istemeyen ne kadar insan varsa hepsinin destegine
ihtiyactmiz var. Bu dogrultuda hemsehri derneklerimizin destekleriyle Bursa'da
bir panel diizenledik. istanbul'da Cevre Miihendisleri Odasi'nda, Artvin Cevre
Platformu'nun destekleriyle ve Cevre Miihendisleri Odamizin Istanbul subesinde
panel diizenledik. Meselenin yerelden baglaylp ulusala yayilmasi hedefiyle
harekete gectik. Ardindan gectigimiz bayram tatilinde de Artvin'e geldik ve Yesil
Artvin Dernegi'nde bir toplant: yaptik. Bircok kurum katildi. Kdylerimize gittik, koy
toplantilar diizenledik. Giinkii dogru bilginin alinacagi tek nokta halkin katilimi

stireci dedikleri ve maden sirketinin halki ikna etmeye calisip, sézde énlemlerini
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acikladigr toplantilar degildir. Bizler miithendislik bilgimizi kamu yararina, halk
yararina sunuyoruz. Dolayisiyla hem Yesil Artvin Dernegi, hem diger STK'lar
hem de hemgeri derneklerinin burada s6z hakk: edinmesi gerektigini diigiinen,
her yagam savunucusunun, her doga severin, her hayvan haklari savunucusunun
bizimle birlikte olmasini saglamak cok tabii bir seydir diye diistinityorum.

Sivil toplumda yerelde orgiitlenme ve yasam miicadelesi olduk¢a mithim. Maden
meselesi etrafinda doga, canh hayati ve hatta insan emegivle olusmus olan
Kiiltitrel miras varliklar siireclerden nasil etkileniyor?

H. T.: Cok tesekkiirler tam bir ekosistem sorusu bu. Aslinda ekosistem birbirine
entegre tiim canlilarin birlikte yasadigi bir ortam alanidir. Kars1 karsiya kaldigimiz
proje ne yazik ki tiim canhlar i¢in, tam bir ekolojik yikim projesidir. CED bagvuru
dosyalarinda flora fauna ¢alismasi yaptirilir. Kisaca floray: bitki ortiisii, faunayi ise
hayvan ortiisii diye zetleriz. Budosyada Hitit Universitesive Gazi Universitesi'nden
akademisyenlerle caligilmis. Proje alani icin yine Salinbag'tan devam edersek,
bolgenin Avrupa Sibirya ve fran Turan dedigimiz iki bitki cografyasinin gecis
kusaginda yer aldigini ve dolayisiyla her iki bitki cografyasini da biinyesinde
barindirdigini belirtmemiz gerekir. Yapilan bu ¢calismada 74 familyaya ait 312 tane
tiir tespit edilmistir ve bunlardan g tanesi iilkemiz icin endemik tiirdiir. Endemik
olan tiirleri, gercek yagam alani diginda herhangi bir 6nlemle yagatmak miimkiin
miidiir? Bunun miimkiinat1 yoktur.

Fauna baglaminda yine bu CED basvuru dosyasinda yapilan calismaya gore
ifade edersek 35 tane memeli, 93 tane kus, 29 tane siiriingen, 12 tane 2 yasamh
olmak tizere bu bolge toplamda 169 tiiriin dogal yasam alanidir. Ve bunlardan 5
tanesi, mesela Kafkas semenderi, sah kartal, yaban kecisi, kritik tiirler arasinda
yer almaktadir. Kritik tiir nesli tiikenmekte olan tiirdiir. Konuyla ilgili bizim,
Avrupa Konseyi 26 iilke ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti olarak imzalamis oldugumuz
Bern Sozlesmesi bulunmaktadir. Bern sozlesmesi kapsaminda kritik tiirlerin
korunmasini saglamak Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devletinin sorumlulugundadir. Siz
bu proje ile agaclik karakteri korunmasi gereken bakim ormanlarim igeren, %85'i
orman arazisi olan alanlari madene agarak buradaki hem endemik tiirleri hem de
kritik tiirleri nasil yasatacaksimz? Bu miimkiin degildir. Ne yazik ki bu projenin

hayata gecmesi geri doniisii olmayan bir ekolojik yikim demektir.
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Yine uluslararasi bir sézlesmeyi hicbir sekilde ciddiye almayan sermaye ve sivasi
iktidar paternini goriiyoruz. Sizi dinlerken zihnimde birkag sey canlandi. Birincisi
Artvin'in ¢ogulcu vapisinin hem insan faktoriinden hem de aslinda dogasimdan
kaynaklandigim diisiindiim. Artvin'i bilmeyen dinleyicilerimiz icin, onlarin
goziinde Artvin canlansin diye bir tahayyiil yvaparsak bu daha ivi anlasilabilir.
Tiirkiyenin kiiciik sehirlerinden biri olan Artvin deniz kiyismda sifirdan baslayip
viikselen, vavlalara varan, hem bol yesil alana, ormanlara hem de daha kurak
alanlara sahip, icinden Coruh havzasmm gectigi ve hicbir ilcesinin bir diger

ilcesine benzemedigi bir Kenttir. Siz Artvinli olarak bize Artvin'i anlatir nisiniz?

H. T.: Doganin verdigi bir samimiyetle, moralle gercekten icten samimi insanlar
olan bir kent Artvin. Dediginiz gibi Hopa, Arhavi tarafinda deniz, Artvin merkez
tarafinda Kafkasor Yaylasi, Atabari Kayak Merkezi var bulunan hem yaz turizminin
hem ki turizminin yasanabildigi, bir¢ok tarihsel kalintinin oldugu, 78-79 Osmanh
Rus Savagr'ndan beri bircok tarihi kilise, tarihi kiiltiirel yap, tabiat alani ve goliin
oldugu tam bir doga, turizm ve kiiltiir kentidir.Kendisini rahmetle andigim,
rahmetli belediye bagkanimiz Emin Ozgiin, Artvin belediye bagkani iken hep sunu
ifade ederdi: “Artvin bir turizm kenti olacak; bir egitim kenti olacak; bir doga kenti
olacak.” Ne yazik ki Artvin'in %71'i maden sahasina ¢evrilmis, bircok yerinde HES
projesi yapilmig durumda. Artvin doganin ticari bir meta haline doéniistiiriilerek,
somiirge madenciliginin yapildig1 bir kente doniigmiis durumda. Tam da bu,
insansizlagtirma demektir. Bizlerin bu dogal varhiklar, kiiltiirel varliklar1 korumasi
gerekirken ne yazik ki kent uluslararasi sermayenin temsilcisi olan sirketlere
peskes cekiliyor. Maalesef durum budur.

Artvinde bakir isletmeciligi etrafinda kurulmus bir ilce var; Murgul. Ve
bakugimizda o da bir maden. Tarihi su an konustugumuz madenlerden ¢ok daha
eski ve bir manada Artvin'in is¢i kenti olmasim da sagladi. Baktigimizda insanin
ve sermayenin dogaya miidahalesiyvdi. Acaba bugiinkii maden meselelerinin
gecmiste nasil bir temeli vardi? Devletin bakuig: yerde va da Artvinlilerin zihninde
olumlu ¢agrisim vapan bir ornek mi teskil edivor Murgul deneyimi?

H. T.: Evet, aslinda 6nemli bir noktaya temas ediyorsunuz. Murgul atladigimiz bir
nokta. Murgul gercekten yillardir bakir madeni il¢esi oldu. Mesela benim teyzem
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Murgul’a evlidir, enistem Maden kéyilindendir. Kendisini ne yazik ki kanserden
kaybettik. Maden koyiinde neredeyse iki insandan biri kanserdir. Mesele sadece
altin madenciligi meselesi de degil. Bugiinde yeni, yanls hatirlamiyorsam,
25 Nisan tarihinde bakir madeni i¢cin CED gerekli degildir karar ¢ikti. Yine
Yusufelinde baska bir maden igin CED gerekli degildir karar verildi. Evet, isci
simifinin orada istihdam edilmesi agisindan baktiginmizda belki olumlu gibi
goriinse de Murgul daha genis bir perspektiften baktigimizda, bir kentin yavas
yavas yok olma siirecinin bagladig1 yerdir. Cok onemli bir 6rnektir. Bugiin biz
kendi koyliilerimize sunu soylityoruz “Ardanu¢’un %6071ari, Artvin'in %go’'indan
fazlasi, Hopa'nim %86’s1, Murgul'un neredeyse tamami maden arama ruhsatl. Bu
aslinda gergekten planl bir sey, yani bir tarafinda HESler ve sularin tamamen yok
edilmesi; 6biir tarafin madenle, madencilikle doganin bitirilmesi siireci ile kars
karsiyayiz. Peki bu insanlar nerede yasayacaklar? Tamam Murgul zaten bitmis, ne
yazik ki kaybedilmisg bir bolge ama halen daha da CED gerekli degildir kararlari
geliyor. Aslinda biz burada, olumsuzdan 6rnek vermeyi daha dogru buluyoruz.
Ciinkii doganin ticari meta olarak kullanilmasi ve somiirgecilik 6rnegidir Murgul.
Oysa boyle bir istthdam modeli olmaz. Artvin'in dogasinda tarim, hayvancilik,
aricilik, turizm vardir. Sizin dogayla gercekten i¢ ice olan ve yiizyillardir yapilan
faaliyetlere destek vermeniz gerekir. Dolayisiyla biz bunu olumsuz 6rnek olarak
aktarmay1 daha dogru buluyoruz. Murgul 6rnegine bakabiliriz yagam miicadelesi
icin. Murgul'daki kanser vakalarina bakabiliriz. Béylece yeni genigleyen alanlarda
kargilagabileceklerimize iligkin bu olumsuz ©rnegi kullanmayr daha dogru

buluyorum.

Tarihteki bir noktaya doniip bakiyoruz ve onu nasil alimladigimiz ile ilgili
de konusuyoruz. Iyi érnekleri nasil dnemsiyorsak kotii ornekleri de o kadar
onemsemeliyiz. Murgul'dan Kotii bir 6rnek olarak bahsetmek verimli bir tartisma
alani aciyor. TEMA Vakfi'min hazirladigi bir Artvin haritasindan bahsetmistiniz.
Artvin'in %71'inin maden sahasi olarak isaretlendigi bir harita bu. Gectigimiz
vaz I'indiklrdaki bir panelde Nese Karahan bu haritayi elden ele dolastirmist;
“Bakm Artvin'e” demisti. Ayn1 zamanda Findiklr'da da bir maden ruhsat1 icin
basvuru vapildigint bilivoruz. Keza Rize'de, Trabzon'da maden ruhsat alanlar
oldugunu ve kotii bir drnek olarak Fatsa’'yi biliyoruz. Dogu Karadeniz'in bu
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vesil hattina bakugimizda bir anda daglarin bir yakasinda traslanmus, ciplak
bir toprak ve havuz imgeleri ile Kkarsilasabilir hale geliyoruz. Ve oranlara
bakugimzda bazi kentlerin bosaltilacagini gorityoruz. Oysa Koca bir cografyanin
insan eliyle kesintiye ugradigini, insansizlastirilmaya cahsildigim goriiyoruz. Ve
fakat bu cografya, ckosistem sadece insandan ibaret degil. Bu yiizden de maden
karsisinda yiiriittiigiiniiz bu miicadelenin insandan ve lokalde ilgili koyliilerden,

vereldekilerden ¢ok daha fazlasiyla iliskisi var.

H. T.: Ordudan, Fatsa'dan, Trabzon'dan, Findikli'dan, Rize'den, Artvin'den yani
Orta ve Dogu Karadeniz'den bahsettigimizde ¢oklu projeler goriiyoruz. Sadece
HES projelerine baktigimizda 246 tane HES projesi var Orta ve Dogu Karadeniz'de.
Maden ruhsath alanlarin yiizdesinden de bahsettik. Bir diger tarafta da barajlarla
iklimin degismesi meselesi var. Obiir tarafta da maden ve tag ocaklar1 dogaya
ciddi olgiilerde zarar veren projeler ve iistelik enerjinin de biiyiik bir kismini
onlar kullaniyorlar. Boylesine bir kriz ortaminda dediginiz gibi biitiinliikli bir
yasam miicadelesi siirmekte. Tam da o yiizden ¢evreden ziyade ekoloji dememiz

gerekiyor.

Yillarca yerel halk koylilerimiz, hem tarim politikalar;, hem hayvancilik
bakimindan yalniz birakildi. En 6nemli, verimli tarim topraklart HES'lerin altinda
kaldi. Mesela koyiimden 6rnek vereyim: biz HES olmadan 6nce Artvin'den Ardanug
Glimiishane koyiine 27-28 dakikada giderdik. HES sonrasinda yol yapilmadi, yolu
kisaltacak kopriiler insa edilmedi. Koytimiize ulagsmak i¢in biz simdi, neredeyse
Ardanug’a kadar gidiyor ve oradan geri donerek 1 saat 15 dakika- 1,5 saat kadar
stiren bir yolculuk sonrasinda kdyiimiize varabiliyoruz. Siz koye yol olanagim
getirmemigsiniz, saglk olanagini getirmemissiniz, okullar kapanmis, tarima,
hayvanciliga destek vermemissiniz... Dolayisiyla kéylii go¢ etmek zorunda kalmus.
Tam da bu noktadan bakarak projelerin sosyal etkisini degerlendirmek gerekiyor.
Bu yerinden edilme ve goge zorlamadir. Simdi bunun, insana olan etkisini koyliiye
anlatabiliyorsunuz ama oradaki insan disi yasama, endemik tiirlere, dogaya
verecege diger zararla ne yazik ki, eger bilingli, aydin, okumusg insanlar degilseler,
koylii ¢ok ilgilenmiyor. Yani koylii “cebine girecek paraya” bakiyor. Bizler temel
degerleri olan insanlanz ve tarihimizi, kiiltiiriimiizii herhangi bir maddiyatla
Olcecek insanlar degiliz ama maalesef koyliiyti boyle yalmzlastirdigimiz zaman

karsilagilan sonug bu. Kéyliiniin gecinmesi gerek. Haliyle yalnizlastinlan koyliiler,
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bu defa bu tarz projeleri bir para kaynag: olarak gorebiliyor. Ne yazik ki koy
toplantilarinda da en fazla dikkatimizi ceken husus sudur: “koyiin neresi kalkacak?”
Bu merakin arkasinda barajlardaki gibi bir kamulagtirma olacagini diisiinen
koyliimiiz var. Sirket, orada yerlesim yeri olan insanlarin yerlerini peyderpey satin
aliyor. Ustelik “li¢ kurusluk iicretlere” satin aliyor. Ama ii¢ kurusluk o iicretler
ne yazik ki koyliiler icin bir gelir kaynag olabiliyor. Ashnda bu durum tarima
ve hayvanciliga yonelik destek icermeyen ulusal politikanin bir sonucu. Burada
ashinda sivil toplum kurulusglarina, bu ise emek vermis mimarlara, mithendislere,
sehir plancilarina, avukatlara yani ekolojik yasami savunan neredeyse herkese is
diisiiyor. Elbette ki Artvin halkinin bilingli oldugunu, okuyan insanlar oldugunu
hep soyleriz ama bu 6rneklerinde oldugunu gz ardi etmemek lazim.

Koyu Yesil podcastlerini birbirine baglayan ii¢c tane sorumuz var. Ik sorumuz
biraz daha biitiinliik¢ii bakmaya cagiriyor. Dogu Karadeniz'in ¢evre sorunlarim
siralarsamz ilK iice ne girer?

H. T.: Aslinda bunu sektorel olarak yanitlamayr daha dogru buluyorum. Elbette
ki aklima gelen, hepimizin bildigi ¢cok 6nemli ¢evre direniglerine de sahne olan
ekolojik yikim projeleri var. Oncelikle ben yine Salinbag'tan baglamak istiyorum.
Salinbag Altin Madeni'ni, Cerattepe CED alaninin 27 kati, Hod Altin Madeni'nin
2 katy, acik ocak isletme ve siyaniir ile ayristirma alani. Bu Fatsa'dan sonra ikinci
siyaniirlii aynigtirma alani olacak ve bolge icin birinci siraya yerlesecektir. Sonra
aklima gelenler arasinda elbette ki Cerattepe, Rize'de Yesil Yol ve Ikizdere tas
ocaklari, Pazar Havaalani projeleridir.

Ama ti¢ temel baghkta derseniz, birinci siraya ben madenleri ve tag ocaklarim
koyarim. Maden ve tas ocag1 gercekten tam bir ekolojik yikim projeleridir. Ciinkii
bu projeler hem enerji hem su tiiketiyor hem de dogay: biitiinliiklii bir sekilde yok
ediyor. 1 gram altin icin 4 ton su zehirleniyor. Madenler ve tas ocaklarinda sondaj
calismalariyla agaclarin kesimi, doganin tahribati bashyor. Tesislerin kurulmasi,
agir metaller ve varsa siyaniir ile hem insan hem de biitiin canl yasamina etki

eden devasa yikimlar yaganiyor.

fkinci siraya kesinlikle HESleri koymak lazim. Orta Karadeniz ve Dogu Karadeniz

nezdinde toplamda 246 tane HES projesinin oldugunu biliyoruz. HESler, dereler,
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sular Dogu Karadeniz'deki insanlarin aslinda yasam kaynagidir. O suyun akmasi
bir kiiltirel unsur, moral kaynagidir. Buna bagh olarak da dere yataklarinin
yapilagmasim ikinci maddeye yerlestirecegim. Ciinkii bunu HES'lerle baglantili
bir husus olarak diigiiniiyorum. Ozellikle dere yataklarimin yapilasmasi ki ben
buna “rantsal doniisiim” diyorum, bize bir dogal afet ve sel olarak dondii. Hopa
selini, Arhavi selini hepimiz hatirlariz, afet icinde afet olarak dere yataklarinin

yapilagsmasinin bize getirdigi bir sonugtu bu seller.

Ugiincii olarak atik yénetimin ¢ok énemli oldugunu diigiiniiyorum. Ozellikle
son donemlerde Dogu Karadeniz'de plastik kirliliginin ¢ok fazla arttigim
diistinityorum. Toprak kaymasiin fazla oldugu bolgede azotlu giibrelemenin
sonucu olarak yagislarla birlikte yasanan toprak kaymasiyla asidik topragin ve
azotlu giibrenin de derelerle tasindigini, denizi kirlettigini ve plastik atiklar da
yine denizlere kadar getirdigini sylemek miimkiin. Yani burada da atik yonetimi,
aslinda havza alanlarinin yonetimi ve deniz kirliliginin 6nlenmesi gerekliligi ile

karsilagiyoruz.

Boylece maden, tag ocaklari, HESler ve derelerin yataklarinin yapilagsmasi, son
olarak da atik yonetimi ve plastik kirliligi diyebilirim. Proje bazli ve sektdr nezdinde

yanit vermeye calistim ama gordiigiiniiz gibi listemde bir¢ok cevre sorunu var.

Bu ¢evre sorunlarinin giindelik hayat iizerindeki etkisinin aciklayabilir misiniz?

Giindelik hayatimizda ne degisti?

H. T.: Es zamanli olarak o kadar fazla seye etki ediyor ki. Sosyal etkisine bakarsak
mesela Karadeniz insaninin dogayla kurdugu iliskinin déniistiigiinii goriiyoruz.
Karadeniz insani, deresi aktig1 zaman moral buluyor. En bagta bu psikolojik etki
var. [kincisi ¢ok yeni bir rnek. Rize Pazar'da Rize-Artvin Havaalani yapildi. Bu alan
bir dolgu alani. Bir kere o zaten yanlisti. Tkinci hususta o bolgenin atmacalarin gé¢
yolu olmasi. Arkadaglarimiz bir hafta — on giin kadar orada incelemeler yaptilar.
Bir tane bile atmaca kalmamig bolgede. Bakin bu direkt yasama etki ediyor.
Giindelik yasama baktigimiz zaman, bunun sosyal etkisinden tutun da Yesil Yol,
ikizdere tag ocagina kadar uzanan ekolojik yikimlardan da bahsediyor oluyoruz.
Canli hayati etkileniyor.
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Hopa sel felaketinin nedenine baktigimiz zaman dere yataginin yapilasmasin
goriiyoruz. Dolayisiyla rantsal bir proje oldugunu anhyoruz. Bence bunlar hem
sosyal hem psikolojik olarak hem de doga acisindan ekosistemi ve giindelik
yasami tamamen etkileyen projelerdir. Birbirinden ayirt etmek o kadar gii¢ ki.
Ben atmacay1 da diisiiniiyorum orada dogmus biiyiimiis dedemi de nenemi de
diisiinityorum. Aslinda bunlarin hepsi tam da biitiinliiklit miicadele yapmamiz

gerektigine vurgu yapiyor.

Aklmizda kalan en carpici cevre hareketi imgesi ya da sloganindan bahsedebilir
misiniz bize?

H. T.: Cevre Miihendisleri Odasi, istanbul Subesi'nde yénetim kurulu iiyesi olarak
gorev yaparken, 31 Mart ve 5 Haziran arasini Ekolojik Yikimla Miicadele Haftas:
olarak Genel Kurul'umuzca kabul ettik. Yanilmiyorsam yaklasik 10 yildir da 31
Mayis- 5 Haziran arasini, 5 Haziran ashinda bir Diinya Cevre Giinii degil, ekolojik
yikimla miicadele edilecek bir giindiir temasi ile aniyor ve cesitli etkinlikler
diizenliyoruz. Bizim bunu 31 Mayis'tan baglatmay1 istememizin nedeni de,
Hopa'daki Metin abimizdir. HES'e karsi miicadele veren Metin Lokumcu'dan
baglattik ve 5 Haziran'a bagladik bu haftay1. Benim aklima ilk orada yaptigimiz
miicadelelerden imgeler geliyor. Ve tabii Havva teyze geliyor aklima. “Devlet
kimdur ya?” demisti Havva teyze. Gercekten o kadar 6nemli ki bu. Yani diyor ki,
ben burada yasayan halkim ve dogal kaynaklarin asil sahibi benim, devlet kimdir?
Bence cok giizel bir ¢ikisti o. Ikincisi Tiirkiye'ye mal olan Cerattepe direnisidir.
Cerattepe’de belki argo, ama bir slogan vardi: “sicturma madenina cehennem ol
da get!” Bence cok dogal, yerelinden ¢ikmis bir slogan bu. Direnigin haykirigim
anlatiyor: cehennem orada git, artik dokunma topragima. Yine Cerattepe'den
“Artvin’in tsti altindan daha degerlidir” slogan1 bunun bir yasam miicadelesi
oldugunu géstermesi bakimindan ¢ok énemlidir. Ne yazik ki en son Rize Idari
Mahkemesinde hakimler degistirilerek, bir nceki mahkemede bilim insanlarinin
ya Artvin ya maden demelerinden farkli bir karar verildi. Oysa Artvin'in iistiiniin
maddiyatla belirlenebilecek bir degeri yoktur. Aklima gelen, miicadelenin ruhunu

ve haykirigini yansittigini diigiindiigiim sloganlar bunlar.
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Andiginiz. her imgenin dinleyicilerin (okuyucularin) zihninde de bir karsiligi
olacaktir. Bu ashinda siirdiiriilen giiclii bir miicadele oldugunu gosteriyor. Eklemek

istediginiz bir sey var mi?

H. T.: Sunu eklemek istiyorum. Kamu yaran tartigmasi yapiliyor. CED bagvuru
dosyasinda, Salinbag ile ilgili “elde edecegimiz altimi yurt disina satacagiz,
vergi Odeyecegiz, arazi kullanim tiicreti odeyecegiz, calistiracagimiz iscinin
SGK’sin1 yapacagiz, temel tesisleri kuracagiz” diye yazarak bolgesel bir kalkinma
modelinden bahsediliyor. Burada arazinin hazirlanmasi bir yil, ingaat asamasi
bir buguk yil olmak iizere toplamda 2,5 yillik bir siireden s6z ediyoruz. Yani
aslinda gecici bir sistem bu. 8oo kisilik bir isttihdamdan bahsediliyor burada
ama bu en 6nemli kalkinma modeli olarak ortaya atilan sey, ashinda gecici ve
mevcut kosullarda giivencesiz bir istihdam modelidir. Ve kesinlikle bu projelerin
bir kamu yararn yoktur. Ama tam da “Artvin’in istii altindan daha degerlidir”
sloganindan dogru diigiindiigiimiizde, topraklarimizdan daha kiymetli olmayan
gegici ve giivencesiz bir isttihdam modeli sunuldugunu goériiyoruz. Buna kargilik
bolgemizde yiizyillardir uygulanan tarim ve hayvancilik, aricilik var. Dolayisiyla
yapilmas: gereken tehlikeyi kaynaginda yok etmektir. Dogay1 korumak ve bu
projeden vazge¢mektir. Her yoniiyle diisiindiigiimiiz zaman devasa bir ekolojik
yikima neden olabilecek geri doniisii olmayacak bir yikima neden olabilecek
projelerden vazgecilmelidir. Bugiine kadar yapilmig olan tahribatlar da yine bolge
halkimin goriisleri dogrultusunda onarlmalidir. Artvin Salinbag Cevre Platformu
Goniilliisii ve ¢evre mithendisi olarak buradan ekoloji adina miicadele eden tiim

dostlarimizi selamliyorum.

Koyu Yesil'in bu boliimiinde cevre miihendisi aktivist, Hakan Tekin ile
birlikteydik. Salinbas Altin Madeni iizerinden Artvin'i konustuk. Hakan Tekin
verelde orgiitlenmenin, insan odakh olmadan ekolojiyi ve vasanu savunmanin,
uzmanlik bilgisini kamu yararma kullanmanin miimkiinliigii iizerine bir 6rnek

sundu. Kendisine tesekkiir ediyoruz.

H. T.: Ben tegekkiir ederim. Sizlerin de emeklerinize saglik.



On Artvin, Mines and Struggle Practices

with Hakan Tekin

In this episode, we focused on mines, which have been a common area of
environmental struggle in the Eastern Black Sea region for some time, and in
particular the Artvin mine struggle with Hakan Tekin.

Welcome to the 3rd season of Koyu Yesil.' In this episode, we will focus on a
problem that has been troubling the Fastern Black Sea region, and Artvin in
particular, for a while now: mines. My guest is environmental engineer dear
Hakan Tekin. Hakan Tekin is a volunteer of Artvin Salimbas Environmental
Platform, an expert and activist focused on the environment, from the village of
Giimiishane, which is currently facing mining problems. Could you tell us about
the relationship between Artvin's environmental struggle and mining, and the

history of Artvin's environmental movements?

Hakan Tekin: The struggle against mining and HEPP in Artvin is 25-30 years
of historic struggle. In 1995, the Green Artvin association was founded. In fact,
mining activities started first with the Canadian company Cominco and then with
MTA (General Directorate of Mineral Research and Exploration). The first success
was achieved in 2009 with the decision of the Council of State to cancel the

business license for Cerattepe. But then, in 2010, the Mining Law was amended.

1 This episode was podcasted on June 12, 2023.
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This amendment paved the way for capital and companies representing capital.
With this 2010 amendment, license areas were revised and companies were
granted licenses again. Therefore, the process started again. In 2012, there was
a court decision to cancel the business license and at the same time a decision
to cancel the EIA, Environmental Impact Assessment, report and a new stay of
execution. The point I would like to emphasize here is that despite two stay of
execution decisions, the mining activities in Cerattepe were reopened in 2015.
Unfortunately, although many scientists had an academic opinion against mining
activities in Cerattepe, which we call the brain of Artvin, in 2016; despite the
opinion of the state’s own mining organization, MTA, that it is an area unsuitable
for mining because it is a landslide area; despite the decision to stay the execution
twice, by changing judges using unlawful methods, the way was paved for mining.
Currently, a copper mine, a crushing and screening plant and a cable car line
project are underway in Cerattepe. The cable car line will bring the mined ore to
the Borcka region, which we call Zelosman, and from there it will be sent to the
Murgul copper plant.

There are also other very important resistances that have become well-known in
Turkey. Unfortunately, there is an EIA positive decision issued in 2021 for Salinbas
and before that for the Hod gold mine. Within a huge 3,500-hectare license area,
there is an EIA area of approximately 300 hectares. Now we are facing the Salinbag
gold-mine project. One of the biggest problems here is that Artvin has turned into
a mining city. According to TEMA'’s reports, 71% of Artvin is a mining area, that is,
71% of Artvin has turned into a city with operating and exploration mining licenses.
The rest of it already has HEPPs. In other words, Artvin, which is supposed to be a
city of nature, has turned into a city of HEPPs on one side and mines on the other.
In this sense, Artvin is facing a policy of depopulation. The Salinbag gold mine is
in fact related to the process that began with the 2010 amendment to the mining
law. The process was initiated by Pontid Mining in 2011 in the Giimiighane village
of Ardanug, with the extension of exploration licenses. There was an EIA positive
decision in 2012 and then an EIA application was submitted to the ministry on
February 24, 2023, which includes an open-pit gold mine with a total area of 602
hectares. In fact, we can briefly say that this is the history of Artvin’s struggle of the

environment and against mines.
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When you talked about what was triggered by the change in the mining law,
you mentioned two important issues: the policy of depopulation and the open pit
mine. Could you elaborate on these a bit more?

H. T.: The amendment of the mining law paved the way for capital. Because
whenever capital is blocked, unfortunately, it reasserts itself with a new legislative
amendment. In 2010, the law that was supposed to protect our nature and natural
assets paved the way for capital. Law amendments paved the way for the licensing
of projects. The Environmental Impact Assessment regulation, which we shorten
to EIA, is actually a regulation adopted in 1993. However, this regulation has been
amended 23 timesF so far. Thus, despite the decisions that have been won many
times through legal struggles and approved by the Council of State, capital makes
changes in a small point of the projects, applies again and again, and regenerates
itself with changing legislation. Now, after Cerattepe and the Hod Mine, there is
the Salinbag mine. These are the biggest mining projects currently threatening
Artvin.

There is only a 22-hectare EIA area in Cerattepe. The environmental impact
assessment, which we call the project area, is on these 22 hectares. Cerattepe’s
biggest problem here was the license area. There was a huge 4,500-hectare license
area. Then this turned into a closed system. Finally, in the latest EIA, the copper
mine turned into a crushing and screening plant and a cable car line. In the Hod
mine, there is an underground mining, which we call a complex mine. Here too,

there is an EIA and project area of approximately 300 hectares.

The Salinbas gold mine has an EIA area of 602 hectares, whose EIA application
file was submitted to the ministry in February. The project area is approximately
27 times the size of the Cerattepe mine and 2 times the size of the Hod mine.
The most important difference is that it is an open pit mine. In other words, the
ore to be extracted will be separated with cyanide. The second similarity is that
Cerattepe was at a point we call the brain of Artvin. In other words, it was at a
point where drinking water, utility water came from, and its natural and cultural
areas were protected areas. It was very close to the Kafkasor plateau. Now Salinbag
is at a point where we call the brain of Ardanuc’s Glimiishane Village and Artvin’s
Koseler Village. This is the second similarity. In this context, the biggest danger
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is that it will be an open pit mine, that is, that it will be separated with cyanide.
And it is the biggest EIA area that has ever happened to Artvin. 602 hectares
corresponds to 844 football fields.

Salinbas Gold Mine has become like the first problem of the first half of 2023 for
Artvin. In fact, since the flooding of Yusufeli coincides with the same period, we
can either call it the second problem of 2023. In your narrative, you emphasized
the similarities and differences with Cerattepe. It was reflected in the public
opinion as the second Cerattepe incident. As an environmental engineer who
knows the region, could you tell us more about this project? Because the issue

needs to be discussed in terms of both its environmental and social impacts.

H. T.: Exactly. As I mentioned, I think there are two reasons why we call it the
second Cerattepe. First of all, whether it is Giimiigshane Village or Koseler village
of Artvin, Salinbas is at the point we call the brain of these villages. Cerattepe
was also in the brain of Artvin. In other words, the main project area consists of
the most beautiful plateaus where the drinking and utility water of these villages
comes from. Secondly, they are very close in terms of ore capacity. There is talk of
14 million tons of ore. It is stated that 2.17 grams of gold and 11.29 grams of silver
will be obtained per ton.

The process actually started in 2012. The company had an EIA positive decision
for an area of 16 hectares. With this EIA positive decision, we understand that
the company carried out exploration activities as its main working activity and
only 22 tons of ore was extracted and temporarily stored between 2018 and 2022.
The lifespan of this project was only 10 years. This 16-hectare area was in an
uninhabited area, a little further away from the villages. In 2022, the 10-year life of
this project was completed. And again, unfortunately, there are EIA not required
decisions for small hectares of land in various villages in the region. All of these,
together with the 16 hectares in 2012 and the new EIA not required decisions,
have to be evaluated cumulatively. In other words, the Salinbas Gold Mine, for
which the application was made in February 2023, is the result of the capacity
increase of the EIA positive project of 2012, and the addition of an enrichment
plant and a waste storage facility. In other words, what we call the waste storage
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facility actually means that the cyanide pools will be within the project. These are
the basic similarities and the technical details of the project. Apart from this, the
environmental impact assessment area is a huge area of 602 hectares, that is 844
football fields. When we look at it primarily from the discipline of environmental
engineering, we encounter the environmental plans of our project areas, our
cities, or more precisely our regions. In other words, the project area is shown as a
forest area, an area where the wooded character should be preserved, and a special
crop area for the region in the environmental layout plan prepared at a scale of
1/100.000. Therefore, the area, whose wooded character should be protected in
the environmental plan, has been opened to a mining site. This is contrary to the
environmental plan. The second issue is that separation will be carried out with
cyanide, which we call open pit mining. There are actually two types of methods
here: one is what we call heap leaching, where the separation is carried out by
spreading the product directly on the land, and the other is the separation of the
extracted ore by mixing it with sodium cyanide solution in large tanks, which
we call the in-tank method. One of the most important risks in this method is
spillage and adjusting the pH balance of sodium cyanide. Because at low pHs,
sodium cyanide turns into hydrogen cyanide, a highly lethal gas. Potentially, it will

threaten health both by mixing into the air and by mixing into water and soil.

The third issue is the dust, noise and vibration generated by blasting. Dust from
soil stripping, blasting or grinding of rocks and soils is a serious threat to human
health that can cause lung diseases. Blasting also replaces the fracture systems
of groundwater in the project area. Therefore, the water will decrease with the
blasting. In fact, almost all of Artvin is a landslide-prone area, as is almost all of
the Eastern Black Sea region. Giimiighane Village and Koseler Village are also in
a landslide-prone area. Triggering this means that settlements are also under a

serious risk.

Another issue is the presence of the Deriner Dam just below the project-mining
site, only 8oo meters away. The Deriner Dam is a hydroelectric power plant built
on the Coruh River for energy production. Therefore, it is now in the nature of
clear water, i.e. fresh water. In this sense, it is obvious that the dust that settles
will end the living life here. The basin area is another issue. The Coruh River

has an enormous basin area of 20,000 square kilometers. In the past, right next
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to the Coruh River, under the village of Giimiighane, there was a place we call
Surmak. The area right next to the Coruh River, as well as the village of Orcuk
(Korucu) in Artvin, are very fertile lands with a microclimate. These are places
where fruits and vegetables grown in the Mediterranean climate can be grown.
Our most fertile lands have already been flooded by HEPPs. Now the remaining
part is being opened for mining. Therefore, we say that this is a struggle for life,
and it is depopulation.

Just below this mining project area, 80oo meters away, there is the Deriner Dam
built on the Coruh River, which has a basin area of 20,000 kilometers. Therefore,
the project area is within the basin area. So, what is a basin area? It means a place
where the rivers and streams of the region are gathered at a single point. There are
active streams such as Incesu Stream, Kopriiler Stream, Okgular Stream, which
flow in the north-south direction. Apart from these, there are many dry stream
beds in the region. Dry stream beds mean beds that come alive during rainfall.
Since Artvin is a region that receives rainfall for 5-6 months, these dry stream beds
come to life during rainy times. The project area where the enrichment plant, the
waste storage facility we call the cyanide pool, is planned is located at an altitude
of 1,600-1700 meters. It is a plateau and can hold up to one and a half meters of
snow. Therefore, when we consider the precipitation regime of the region, its
slope -there are slopes of more than 30%, more than 40% in the region-, the fact
that it is a region subject to very-severe and severe water erosion, and that the risk
of landslides is high; it is possible to foresee that cyanide and heavy metals that
are likely to mix into the soil and water with precipitation will flow into the Coruh
River together with active and dry streams. This is what we call the basin area.
Therefore, when we bring all these factors together, it is out of the question that
settlements and the Deriner Dam will not be affected by the mining waste.

You have often talked about FIA processes. Do these FIA processes work as they
should?

H. T.: They are definitely not working at the moment. The fact that there have
been 23 amendments to the regulation we call Environmental Impact Assessment
is an important indicator. These companies are “relying on the state”. Whenever

we think we have made a gain, whenever we rejoice that there has been a
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court decision, we are faced with a new EIA process before we can experience
our joy. Second, environmental impact assessment reports are prepared by the
firms qualified for EIA. These tailor-made reports are prepared by well-known
companies. However, it is very important that the engineers and companies

preparing the environmental impact assessment reports are objective.

Another issue is what we call EIA is necessary, not necessary or EIA positive,
negative. The Regulation on Environmental Impact Assessment has Annex 1 and
Annex 2 lists in the annex of the regulation. Projects that will have a greater impact
on the environment in the first degree are listed in Annex 1; projects that will have
relatively less impact are listed in Annex 2. When we consider this for mining, open
pit mining activities over 25 hectares are Annex 1 facilities, while projects under 25
hectares are Annex 2 facilities. For Annex 2 projects, governorships directly decide
whether an EIA is necessary or not. This is not a positive process. Because the
people who make these decisions should be competent, meritorious and experts.
In fact, every project subject to EIA should be evaluated by the ministry and by
competent people. Let’s say the project is given an EIA required or the process has
started for a facility from the Annex 1 list: then we go to EIA positive or negative.
In other words, an application is made to the ministry. A Review and Evaluation
Commission is established and EIA positive or negative decisions are made. In
these commissions, 95%, even 99%, EIA positive decisions are made. The report
we are talking about now is not actually an EIA report: it is an EIA application file.
This is actually the tip of the iceberg. After that, there is the public participation
process, then the Review and Evaluation Commission and lastly the final EIA
report and then the EIA positive or negative decision. When the EIA is positive,
there is only one month. A 1,000-page report with many annexes is prepared. It
is necessary to examine this document in a month, prepare it for the litigation
process, get opinions from academia, etc. It is obvious that the time is insufficient.
Here, in particular, this area of struggle should be considered multidisciplinary,
and all non-governmental organizations, architects, city planners, engineers and
all professional organizations of this country, TMMOB [Union of Chambers of
Turkish Engineers and Architects], should be included in this process, and the
Review and Evaluation Commissions should be held in the form of a meeting

involving the relevant parties.
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The interventions in nature are very inclusive and come at us as individuals. In
the face of this, an intersectional and multidisciplinary positioning is absolutely
necessary. When I followed your organizing struggle, I saw that the repertoire you
used was in this direction. You have worked to bring together fellow countrymen
associations such as Ardanuclular Culture, Assistance and Solidarity Association,
environmental associations such as Green Artvin, professional organizations
such as TMMOB, and different civil actors who have taken sides around the
environmental issues on a common ground. You have made efforts to engage
with these organizations and act together. You established the Artvin Salinbas
Environmental Platform. Why was there a need for such a platform and why
is there not a process that actually affects the positioning of other civil society
organizations and speeds up the process of taking sides a little more? And also,
why is everything left only to civil society?

H. T.: Actually, this is such an important question. Maybe we should talk about
it for hours. First of all, I would like to start with why we need such a platform. I
spent my summer vacations in the village of Giimiighane. I was born and raised in
the center of Artvin. Then I finished high school and left Artvin for university at
the age of 17. I have tried to bring myself into existence outside Artvin and within
the system for so many years. Now I think about the days we call the disaster of the
century; we had a terrible earthquake. We are in a climate crisis. And tomorrow
I can go to my village and build a life there. It’s not just a matter of people living
locally. What I mean to say is that it is a matter for all Artvinites, for the whole
world. Why am I saying this, because this project area is 602 hectares, that is 844
football fields in size, and about 510 hectares of it, about 85% of it, is built on
areas considered as forest and is public land. Therefore, everyone who is a citizen
of the Republic of Turkey has a say here. It is not necessary to be a villager from
Gilimiishane, a villager from Koseler, a villager from Okumuslar or a villager from
Ardanug or Artvin. This is the first place to look at the issue.

That there is a lot of information pollution in the realization of the projects, in
the processes of submitting the application file to the ministry and involving the
public in participation. Because of our professional discipline, we quickly told
them that there was information pollution in the process. First of all, we said that
we should inform our villagers ourselves. This was needed in order to convey the
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right information from the local. Then we explained that this is a struggle for life,
which we have been expressing from the very beginning. Because one side of us is
HEPP and the other side is mine... Therefore, we need the support of NGOs such as
the Hometown Association of Ardanug, the Hometown Association of Artvin, the
Green Artvin Association, even local municipalities, and all those who defend life,
nature and do not want our forests, waters and soil to be destroyed. In this direction,
we organized a panel in Bursa with the support of our hometown associations.
In Istanbul, we organized a panel at the Istanbul branch of the Chamber of
Environmental Engineers with the support of the Artvin Environmental Platform.
We took action with the aim of extending the issue from local to national. Then
we came to Artvin during the last holiday and held a meeting at the Green Artvin
Association. Many organizations participated. We went to our villages and
organized village meetings, because the only point to get the right information is
not the so-called public participation process, where the mining company tries to
convince the public and explains its so-called measures. We offer our engineering
knowledge for the public good, for the benefit of the people. Therefore, I think it
is a very natural thing to ensure that every life defender, every nature lover, every
animal rights defender who thinks that both the Green Artvin Association, other

NGOs and hometown associations should have a say here, are with us.

Local organizing and the struggle for life in civil society is very important. How
are nature, living things and even cultural heritage assets formed by human labor

affected by the processes around the mining issue?

H. T.: Thank you very much, this is a very ecosystem question. In fact, an
ecosystem is an environment in which all living things integrated with each other
live together. Unfortunately, the project we are facing is a complete ecological
destruction project for all living things. In EIA application files, a flora and fauna
study is conducted. In short, we summarize flora as vegetation and fauna as animal
cover. In this file, academics from Hitit University and Gazi University worked on
the project. If we continue from Salinbag again for the project area, it should be
noted that the region is located in the transition zone of two plant geographies

called European Siberia and Iran Turan, and therefore it contains both plant
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geographies. In this study, 312 species belonging to 74 families were identified
and g of them are endemic species for our country. Is it possible to keep endemic

species alive with any measures outside their actual habitat? This is not possible.

In terms of fauna, according to the study conducted in this EIA application file,
this region is the natural habitat of 169 species in total, including 35 mammals,
93 birds, 29 reptiles, 12 amphibians. And 5 of them, such as the Caucasian
salamander, imperial eagle, wild goat, are among the critical species. A critical
species is an endangered species. There is Bern Convention that we, 26 countries
of the Council of Europe and the Republic of Turkey have signed on the subject.
Under the Bern Convention, it is the responsibility of the Republic of Turkey to
ensure the protection of critical species. With this project, how will you keep
both endemic species and critical species alive by opening areas, 85% of which
are forest land, including managed forests whose wooded character must be
preserved, to mining? This is not possible. Unfortunately, the realization of this

project means irreversible ecological destruction.

Again, we see a pattern of capital and political power that does not take an
international convention seriously in any way. A few things came to my mind
while listening to you. I'irst of all, I thought that Artvin's pluralistic structure
stems from both the human factor and its nature. l'or our listeners (readers) who
do not know Artvin, this can be better understood if we make an imagination for
Artvin to come alive in their eyes. Artvin, one of Turkey’s small cities, is a city that
starts from zero on the seashore and rises up to the plateaus, has both abundant
green areas, forests and more drier areas, through which the Coruh basin passes,
and where no district is like any other district. As a native of Artvin, could you

tell us about Artvin?

H. T.: Artvin is a city with really sincere people with a sincerity and morale given
by nature. As you said, it is a city of nature, tourism and culture with the sea on
the Hopa, Arhavi side, Kafkasor Plateau on the central side of Artvin, Ataban
ski resort, where both summer tourism and winter tourism can be experienced,
where there are many historical ruins, many historical churches, historical cultural

buildings since the 78-79 Ottoman Russian War, natural areas and lakes. Our late



On Artvin, Mines and Struggle Practices with Hakan Tekin

mayor Emin Ozgiin, whom I remember with mercy, always stated the following
when he was the mayor of Artvin: “Artvin will be a city of tourism; it will be a city
of education; it will be a city of nature.” Unfortunately, 71% of Artvin has been
turned into a mining area, and many parts of the city are under construction for
hydroelectric power plants. Artvin has been transformed into a city where nature
is turned into a commercial commodity and colonial mining is carried out. This is
exactly what depopulation means. While we are supposed to protect these natural
and cultural assets, unfortunately the city is being handed over to companies

representing international capital. Unfortunately, this is the situation.

There is a district in Artvin built around copper mining; Murgul. And when we
look at it, it is also a mine. Its history is much older than the mines we are talking
about now, and in a sense, it also helped Artvin become a city of labor. When we
look at it, it was the intervention of humans and capital into nature. I wonder
what kind of basis today’s mining issues had in the past? Does the Murgul
experience constitute an example that has a positive connotation in the minds of

the state or the people of Artvin?

H.T.: Yes, you are actually making an important point. Murgul is a point we missed.
Murgul has really been a copper mining district for years. For example, my aunt
is married in Murgul, my brother-in-law is from Maden village. Unfortunately, we
lost him to cancer. Almost one in two people in Maden village has cancer. The
issue is not only about gold mining. Just today, if I remember correctly, on April
25th, a decision was issued that the EIA is not necessary for a copper mine. Again,
in Yusufeli, a decision was made that the EIA was not necessary for another mine.
Yes, it may seem positive when you look at it from the point of view of employing
the working class there, but when you look at Murgul from a broader perspective,
it is the place where the process of the slow destruction of a city begins. It is a very
important example. Today we tell our own villagers that “60% of Ardanug, more
than 9o% of Artvin, 86% of Hopa, almost all of Murgul have mining exploration
licenses. This is actually something really planned, that is, on one side we are faced
with HEPPs and the complete destruction of water; on the other side we are faced

with the process of destroying nature with mining. So where will these people
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live? Okay, Murgul is already finished, unfortunately it is a lost region, but there are
still decisions that EIA is not necessary.” Actually, we find it more accurate to give
examples from the negative side here. Because Murgul is an example of colonialism
and the use of nature as a commercial commodity. However, there cannot be such
an employment model. Artvin’s nature is characterized by agriculture, animal
husbandry, beekeeping and tourism. You need to support activities that are really
intertwined with nature and have been practiced for centuries. Therefore, we find
it more accurate to cite this as a negative example. We can look at the example of
Murgul for the struggle for life. We can look at the cancer cases in Murgul. Thus, I
find it more accurate to use this negative example for what we may encounter in

newly expanding areas.

We look back at a point in history and also discuss how we perceive it. Just
as we value good examples, we should also consider bad examples equally
important. Referring to Murgul as a negative example opens up a productive
area for discussion. You mentioned a map of Artvin prepared by the TEMA
Foundation [the Turkish Foundation for Combating Frosion Reforestation and
The Protection of Natural Habitats|. This map marks 71% of Artvin as mining
areas. Last summer, at a panel in Fmdikh, Nese Karahan circulated this map
among the audience, saying, “Look at Artvin.” At the same time, we know that
an application has been made for a mining license in Findikh. Similarly, we are
aware that there are mining license areas in Rize and Trabzon, and we know
Fatsa as a bad example. When we look at the green belt of the Fastern Black Sea
region, we can suddenly encounter images of shaved, bare soil and mining pools
on one side of the mountains. Looking at the proportions, we see that some cities
will be evacuated. What we are witnessing is a vast geography being disrupted
and attempts to make it unpopulated by human intervention. However, this
geography and ecosystem are not solely about humans. Therefore, the struggle
you are conducting against mining is related to much more than just humans and
the local villagers or residents.

H. T.: When we talk about Ordu, Fatsa, Trabzon, Findikli, Rize, Artvin, the Central

and Eastern Black Sea, we see multiple projects. There are 246 HEPP projects in
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the Central and Eastern Black Sea when we look at only HEPP projects. We also
talked about the percentage of mining areas. On the other hand, there is the issue
of how dams are changing the climate. Additionally, mining and quarry projects
cause significant damage to nature, and they also consume a large portion of
energy. In such a crisis environment, as you mentioned, there is a comprehensive
struggle for life. That’s precisely why we need to focus on ecology rather than just

the environment.

For years, the local people and villagers have been left alone in terms of both
agricultural and livestock policies. The most important and fertile agricultural
lands were covered by hydroelectric power plants (HEPPs). For example, let me
give you an example from my village: before the HEPP, we used to travel from
Artvin to Ardanug¢ Giimughane village in 27-28 minutes. After the HEPP, no new
roads were built, and no bridges were constructed to shorten the journey. Now,
to reach our village, we almost go as far as Ardanug and then return, making the
journey take about 1 hour 15 minutes to 1.5 hours. You haven’t provided road access
to the village, haven't provided healthcare facilities, schools have closed, and you
haven't supported agriculture or livestock... Therefore, the villagers have been
forced to migrate. This is precisely where we need to evaluate the social impact
of the projects. This is displacement and forced migration. Now, while you can
explain the impact on humans to the villagers, unfortunately, if they are not
aware, educated, or enlightened, they are not very concerned about the damage to
non-human life, endemic species, and nature. Villagers focus on “money that will
go into their pockets.” We are people with fundamental values and do not measure
our history and culture by material wealth, but unfortunately, when you isolate
villagers like this, this is the outcome. The villagers need to make a living. Sadly,
these three-penny payments can become a source of income for the villagers. This
situation is actually a result of a national policy that does not support agriculture
and livestock. Here, civil society organizations, architects, engineers, urban
planners, lawyers, and virtually everyone who defends ecological living have a role
to play. We always say that the people of Artvin are conscious and educated, but it

is important not to ignore these examples.

We have three questions that connect the Koyu Yesil podcasts. The first question
invites a more holistic perspective. If you were to list the top three environmental

issues in the Fastern Black Sea region, what would they be?
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H. T.: I actually find it more appropriate to answer this sectorally. Of course,
there are ecological destruction projects that have become scenes of significant
environmental resistance, which are well known to all of us. Firstly, I would
start with Salinbag. The Salinbas Gold Mine is 27 times the size of the Cerattepe
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) area and twice the size of the Hod
Gold Mine. It is an open-pit operation with cyanide separation. This will be the
second cyanide separation area after Fatsa and will rank first in the region. Other
significant issues that come to my mind include Cerattepe, the Green Road in

Rize, the fkizdere quarries, and the Pazar Airport projects.

But if we have to categorize it into three main headings, I would put mining and
quarries at the top. Mining and quarrying are truly projects of complete ecological
destruction. These projects consume both energy and water, and they destroy
nature as a whole. For example, 4 tons of water are polluted for every gram of gold
extracted. In mining and quarrying, tree cutting and destruction of nature begin
with drilling works. The establishment of facilities, along with heavy metals and,
where applicable, cyanide, leads to massive destruction affecting both human and

all other forms of life.

The second issue that definitely needs to be highlighted is hydroelectric power
plants (HEPPs). We know that there is a total of 246 HEPP projects in the Central
and Eastern Black Sea regions. HEPPs are crucial because rivers and waters are
essential to the lives of people in the Eastern Black Sea region. The flow of this
water is a cultural element and a source of morale. Accordingly, I will place the
construction of the river beds in the second rank. Because I think of this as a
point in connection with HEPPs. In particular, the construction of the river beds,
which I call it “rental transformation” has returned to us as a natural disaster and
flood. We all remember the Hopa and Arhavi floods; as a disaster in a disaster, the

construction of the stream beds brought to us these floods.

The third issue I think is very important is waste management. Recently, I have
observed a significant increase in plastic pollution in the Eastern Black Sea region.
In areas prone to landslides, the use of nitrogen fertilizers results in landslides

during rainfall, carrying acidic soil and nitrogen fertilizers into streams, which
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then pollute the sea. Plastic waste also reaches the seas in this process. In other
words, we encounter the need of waste management, the management of basin

areas and the need to prevent sea pollution.

So, I would say that the main issues are mining, quarries, HEPPs, the construction
of riverbeds, and finally, waste management and plastic pollution. I tried to answer
from a project-based and sectoral perspective, but as you can see, there are many

environmental issues on my list.

Could you explain the impact of these environmental issues on daily life? How

has our daily life changed?

H. T.: The impacts are so extensive that they affect many aspects simultaneously.
Looking at the social effects, for example, we see that the relationship between the
people of the Black Sea region and nature has transformed. The Black Sea people
cheer up when their streams flow. In the first place, there is this psychological
effect. The second is a very new example. Rize-Artvin Airport was built in Pazar,
Rize. This area is a filling area, which was already a mistake. Additionally, this area
was a migration route for hawks. Our colleagues conducted observations there for
about a week to ten days, and not a single hawk remained in the area. This directly
affects life. When we look at the daily life, we are talking about the ecological
destruction that extends from the social influence of this to the green road, to the

[kizdere quarry. It affects living environment.

When we look at the cause of the Hopa flood disaster, we see the construction
of the river bed. Therefore, we understand that it is a rent-based project. I think
these are projects that completely affect the ecosystem and daily life both socially,
psychologically and in terms of nature. It is so difficult to distinguish one from
the other. I think of the hawk and I think of my grandparents who were born and

raised there. In fact, all of these emphasize the need for a holistic struggle.

Can you tell us about the most striking image or slogan of the environmental
movement that you remember?
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H. T.: While serving as a board member of the Istanbul Branch of the Chamber of
Environmental Engineers, we adopted the period between March 31 and June 5
as the Week for Combating Ecological Destruction during our General Assembly.
If 'm not mistaken, for about 10 years now, we have been commemorating the
period from May 31 to June 5, with June 5 being not just World Environment
Day but a day dedicated to combating ecological destruction, through various
activities. The reason we wanted to start from May 31 is because of our friend
Metin in Hopa. We started the week of June 5th from Metin Lokumcu’s struggle
against HEPPs and connected it to June 5. The first images that come to my mind
are from the struggles we undertook there. And, of course, I think of Aunt Havva.
She said, “Who is the state?” This is so significant. She is saying, “I am the people
living here, and I am the real owner of the natural resources; who is the state?” I
think that was a very powerful statement. The second notable one is the Cerattepe
resistance, which became well-known across Turkey. In Cerattepe, maybe it was
slang, but there was a slogan: “don’t make me fuck up your mine, go to hell and
get out!” I think this is a very natural, locally derived slogan. It describes the cry of
the resistance: go to hell, don’t touch my land anymore. The slogan “The surface
of Artvin is more valuable than its underground™, also from Cerattepe, is very
important in showing that this is a struggle for life. Unfortunately, most recently in
the Administrative Court of Rize, the judges were changed and a different decision
was made from the previous court where scientists said it was either Artvin or the
mine. However, there is no value of the surface of Artvin that can be determined
by material things. These are the slogans that come to my mind and that I think
reflect the spirit and cry of the struggle.

Every image you mention will have an equivalent in the minds of the listeners
(readers). This actually shows that there is a strong struggle going on. Is there
anything you would like to add?

H.T.:Iwould like to add that there is a public interest debate. In the EIA application
file, they talk about a regional development model for Salinbag by writing “we

2 There is a play on words here. The Turkish of the statement is “Artvin’in Ustl altindan daha
degerli” and the word “altindan” (its underground), at the same time, means “from gold”.
Thus, the statement draws attention to the gold mine at the same time. (Trans. Note)
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will sell the gold we will obtain abroad; we will pay taxes; we will pay land use
fees; we will pay Social Security for the workers we will employ; we will build
basic facilities”. We are talking about a period of 2.5 years in total, one year for
land preparation and one and a half years for construction. So, this is actually a
temporary system. There is talk of an 8oo-person employment, but what is being
put forward as the most important development model is in fact a temporary and
precarious employment model in the current conditions. And there is absolutely
no public benefit of these projects. But when we think in line with the slogan
“Artvin’s surface is more valuable than its underground’, we see that we are
being offered a temporary and precarious employment model that is not more
valuable than our lands. On the other hand, agriculture, animal husbandry and
beekeeping have been practiced in our region for centuries. Therefore, what needs
to be done is to eliminate the danger at its source. Protect nature and abandon
this project. When we think about it from every aspect, projects that may cause
a huge ecological destruction that may cause irreversible destruction should be
abandoned. The damages that have been done so far should also be repaired in
line with the opinions of the people of the region. As a volunteer of the Artvin
Salinbag Environmental Platform and an environmental engineer, I salute all our

friends who struggle for ecology.

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we were together with Hakan Tekin, an
environmental engineer and activist. We talked about Artvin through the Salinbas
Gold Mine. Hakan Tekin presented an example of the possibility of organizing
locally, defending ecology and life without being human-oriented, and using
one's expertise for the public good. We thank him.

H. T.: Thank you very much. Thanks for your efforts as well.
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Yasemin Yilmaz ile

Yusufeli Baraji Su Tutarken Hayvan Haklarini Savunmak

Bu béliimde insan merkezli bakis ile miicadele eden hayvan haklari aktivisti

Yasemin Yilmaz'layiz.!

Planlamasi, vapim siireci yillara vayilan Yusufeli Baraji birkac ay once su
tutmaya basladi. Yusufeli sehir merkezi tasinirken ne kadar sadece insan odakl
oldugumuz ile bir kez daha yiizlestik. Hayvanlarin ahvali ile ilgili bir planlama
vapilmadigim gordiik. Bize Yusufeli sular altinda kalmadan hemen onceKki siireci
ve sokak hayvanlarmmn tahlivesi ile ilgili nasil cahsmalar yaptiginizi 6zetleyebilir

misiniz?

Yasemin Yilmaz: Memnuniyetle. Ashna bakarsanmiz Yusufeli Baraji ile ilgili
Haydiko derneginin ¢alismalarina baglamig oldugu tarih 2022 yilinin Eylil ayidir.
Ciinkii barajin tamamlanma siirecinden hemen sonra ilk agilacak béliimler,
basina yansidig: gibi sehir merkezi degil daha ¢ok kirsal kesimler, barajin memba
ve ana santiyeler kismiydi. Kasim ayinin 22’sinde barajin ilk kapaklari kapatildi. O
bolgelere su dolmaya bagladi. O bolgelerde etkilenen 2 tane koy ve baraji, barajin
baglant1 yollarini, viyadiikleri yapan 7-8 tane biiyiik santiye sular altinda kald. Ve
biz eylill ayinda resmi kurumlarla temas haline gectik. Burada yasayan sahipsiz

sokak hayvanlari ve yaban hayvanlari icin hazirlanmis master planlarini istedik.

1 Bu bolim 17 Agustos 2023 tarihinde yayinlanmistir.
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Neler yapilacagini merak ettik. Kargiligini bulamadik elbette. Bu yiizden ashna
bakarsaniz o donem ¢ok kiiciik bir biitcesi, insan kaynagi az olan bir dernek olarak
Haydiko, mecburiyetten kollar1 sivadi. Zira ya birilerinin yapmasini bekleyecektik
ya da harekete gececektik.

Saha calismalar i¢in ilk analizleri yaptigimizda hepi topu iki kisiydik. Karsimizda
ongordiiglimiiz ise 1500 civarinda sahipsiz sokak hayvani ve sayis1 konusunda
emin olamadigimiz kadar memeli hayvan ve siiriingen vardi. Bunlarla ilgili bir
envanter tutulmamis maalesef. Biz Yusufeli Barajimin tahliyelerine baghyoruz
diye resmi kurumlarla bazi isbirlikleri protokolleri imzalayarak yol ciktik. Burada
bahsettigim resmi kurumlar Yusufeli Belediyesi bagta olmak iizere, Devlet Su Igleri
gibi kurumlardi. Suyun hangi tarihte, hangi hizda, debide nereye gelecegini bize
gostereceklerdi. Doga Koruma ve Milli Parklar yaban hayati hususunda bize en
azindan destek vereceklerya da kendiyaptiklariiglericin bizden destek alacaklardi.
Tarim Bakanhgi, Artvin Valiligi, il Ozel Idare gibi bircok paydagsla masaya oturduk.
Sonra 17 Kasimda barajin kapagi kapanmadan hemen evvel, ilk su basacak
santiyeleri bosalttik. Ama ¢ok kiiciik bir biitce ve ¢ok az insanla caligtik. Resmen
kucaklarda tasidigimiz hayvanlar oldu. Bir¢ok kopegimizi, kedimizi sirtimizda,
kucaklarimizda tasidik. Bu tabi yavas yavas basinda yer almaya bagladi. Basinda
yer aldikca bizlerde goniilli destegi bulmaya bagladik. Bunun yani sira bagis
ivmemiz yiikseldi. Bunu da yine Yusufeli hayvanlarina hizmete dondiiriiyorduk.

Artvin zor bir bolge sokak hayvanlari i¢in. Tedavi imkanlarinin ¢ok kisith oldugu,
kisirlagtirmanin neredeyse hi¢olmadigibirbolge. Yusufelide hayvanlarin neredeyse
hic beslenemedikleri, sadece ¢oplerdeki yemek artiklarindan beslendikleri bir
nokta. Bu siirecte tasidigimiz hayvanlarin yeni bolgeye gecisini saglamadan
evvel, ara konak olarak Yusufeli Belediyesinin barmak olarak kullandig1 bir yer
vardi, orada tutmaya caligtik hayvanlari. Belirli kismin, sahiplendirebilecegimize
inandiklarimizi, Istanbul'daki diger dernek arkadaglarimizla temas haline gegip
Istanbul’a génderdik. Belirli kismini da kendi yagam alanlarimiza alabilmek icin
orada beklettik. Paramiz oldukca kisirlastirma yaptik. Onlarn tedaviye ihtiyaci
oldukga tedavi ettirmeye calistik. iceride cok is makinesi, kamyon vardi. Bunlara
paralel cok fazla trafik kazasi oldu. Keza ¢ok fazla viral hastalik oldu. Onlarla
miicadele etmeye caligtik. Artvin'de yatan hasta alan bir klinigimiz olmadig

icin, her trafik kazas1 sonrasinda ya Erzurum’a ya Kars’a tasindik.Tedavilerinin



Yasemin Yilmaz ile Yusufeli Baraji Su Tutarken Hayvan Haklarini Savunmak

devaminda bakacak yerimiz olmadig1 igin evlerimizi kullandik. Kaldigimiz
otellere gizli gizli hayvanlan soktuk. Ciddi bir macera yasadik. Ama alnimizin
akiyla atlattigimiz bir siire¢ oldugunu diistiniiyoruz. En azindan biz elimizden
geleni yaptik.

Aslinda biraz agikladiniz ama daha genel olarak aktivistlerin ve sivil toplumun

kamunun eksik birakuig1 alanlarda rolii tam olarak ne oldu veya ne olabilir?

Y. Y.: Aslina bakarsaniz kasim ayindan itibaren ¢aligmalarimizin sosyal medyada
giindem olmaya baglamas: bile bizim i¢in gelismeydi. En azindan yetkililerin bu
konunun iizerine gitmemelerinin telafisinin ne oldugunu sormaya bagladilar. Tabii
yerel halkin bakis acis1 da bu konuda kritik. Kopek sudan kagar, kedi bogulmaz
gibi baz1 tepkiler de aliyorduk. Iste insanlar kurtarilmay1 bekliyor, evlerini tagtyor

siz kopeklerle ugrasiyorsunuz gibi bir bakis a¢is1 da vardu.

Aslina bakarsaniz yerel otoritede de vardi bu bakig acisi. Yavas yavas sosyal
medya ve sivil toplumun giiciiyle degisti bu bakig. Akabinde kabul ettiler ki bir B
planimin, C planinin olmasi gerekiyor. Hayvanlarda da insanlar gibi, bir yerden bir
yere gi¢ etmenin, zorunlu gociin yaratmis oldugu sikintilar var. Bu sikintilari hep
beraber ¢6zmek durumundayiz. Buradaki en 6nemli silahimizsa diger sivil toplum
orgiitlerinin, aktivistlerinin sosyal medyadan bile olsa, bize destegi idi. Bunun yan
sira ilk etapta iki kisi basladigimiz operasyonlara giin geldi sahada 50 kisi, arka
planda 50 kisi devam ettik. Cok ciddi bir biit¢e harcandi, Yusufeli hayvanlarinin
hic olmadig1 kadar ¢ok karni doydu. Hastalandiklarinda hi¢ gormedikleri kadar
hizli aksiyon aldik ki ashina bakarsaniz ilk yardim hala devam ediyor. Sadece

tahliye siirecini sonlandirdik. Halen Yusufeli'nde ¢alismalarimiza devam ediyoruz.

Yaban hayvanlarmdan biraz bahsettiniz, buray1 biraz daha acabilir miyiz?
Yani biz Kedi kopege ¢ok odakh Kalabiliyoruz aslinda hayvan haklarmdan
bahsederken.

Y. Y.: Yusufelinde yaban hayat1 rezervi ile alakali olarak net bir envanter yok.
Akademisyenler ¢ok giizel calismalar yapmus. Tiir cesitliligi konusunda oldukca
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iddiah. Hatta Dogu Karadeniz'in en iddiali bolgelerinden bir tanesi. Cografyasi ¢cok
ilging. Yusufeli hem orman arazilerin yogun oldugu hem cok fazla endemik tiire
ev sahipligi yapan hem de sarp kayaliklarin da oldugu ¢ok zor bir bolge. Aslina
bakarsaniz iklimi de Artvin'den bagimsiz, daha yumusak bir iklim. Dolayisiyla
burada sadece memeliler degil, siiriingenler de ¢ok cesitli. Acikcas: biz gidene
kadar siiriingenler zaten yeterince rahatsiz olmustu. Clinkii baraj insaati ile ¢cok
biiyiik bir alanda dinamit ¢alismalar1 yapilmis oldugundan siiriingenler rahatsiz
olmustu. Dolayisiyla siiriingen rezervinin biiyiik kismimin zorunlu gocii ¢ok
once baglamigti. Barajin suyu tutmasinin tarihi sonbahar oldugu icin canhlarin
kig uykusuna yatmamas: i¢in saha caligmalarinda cok dikkatli olmaya gayret
gosterdik. Memelilerle alakali olarak da belirli koridorlar agikti. Memeliler
bu koridorlardan zorunlu gége zorlandilar. Ama %100 bagar sagladik mi?
Zorunlu goge zorlandiklarinda Yusufelindeki alhistiklan iklimi ya da cografyay:
bulabilecekleri bir yere gittiler mi? Bunlar her zaman benim kafamda soru igareti
olacak. Ciinkii hem Ispir bolgesi hem de Artvin Deriner bélgesine dogru hareket
halindelerdi. Ozellikle kegiler, dag kegileri su an Deriner barajimin gevresinde
hala suya ulagsmaya calisiyorlar. Ciinkii Artvin baraji ile birlikte her ii¢ baraj da
maalesef yaban hayatinin suya ulagmasina engeller yapida. Coruh’'u besleyen
derelerde de HES'ler insa edildigi icin hayvanlarin suya ulasimi ¢ok zor. Zorunlu
goclerinde bir sekilde suya rahat ulasabilecekleri yerlere gitmeye calisiyorlar.
Kanathlardaysa durum farkli. Yusufelinin genel 6zelliklerinden bir tanesi dik
yamach olmasidir. Cok dik yamaclar var. Bu yerler kanathlarin yumurtlama
donemlerinde cok kullandiklar yerler ve 6zellikle biiyiik kanath yirticilar goc
yollarinda bu konaklar kullaniyor. Ve tabii ki beslenme alanlari su altinda kaldig
icin onlar da ontimtizdeki senelerde farkl konaklar arayacaklar. Ayilarsa bastan
itibaren ingaatlardan, dinamitlerden rahatsiz oldugu i¢in iceride kalmamiglarda.
Kurt stiriilerimiz vardi. Bolgeden onlarn ¢ikisini izledik. Tabii muhakkak hala
zor durumda olan hayvan vardir. Ihbarlar aldigimiz zaman Doga Koruma Milli
Parklarla beraber degerlendirmeye gayret gosteriyoruz. Siire¢ yaban hayatini ¢ok
etkiledi. Hem kanathlar hem siiriingenler hem de memeliler agisindan ciddi bir

sorun yarattl.

Biz bir sekilde akademisyenlerle, danmisman hocalarimizla beraber bu siirece

zorunlu goc demek istedik. Kisaca bunu kullanmaya calistik. Diinyada érnekleri
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var. Bircok az geligsmis iilke ya da {iciincii diinya iilkesinde uygulanan bu hir¢in
yapilasma, dogay1 hir¢in bir sekilde katletmekle alakali. Uluslararas: cevre ve
toplum orgiitleri, uluslararasi hayvan haklan orgiitleri de cok miicadele ediyor.
Biz de bircoguyla temas haline girdik. Olgunlastird: Yusufeli bizi. Biz iki kisi
basladigimiz yolda, ne yapacagiz diye baktigimizda bunlar hi¢ 6ngérmedik. Bir
siire sonra Avrupa'dan da birka¢ know-how aldigimiz grup oldu. Yurtdigindan

agirladigimiz gruplar oldu.

Geldiler, incelemeler yaptilar, fikir verdiler, yardimci olmaya gayret ettiler. Evet
evcil hayvan tiirii, kedi kopek cok daha kolayds, kucagimizda sirtimizda tagidigimiz
bir hayvan tiirii olduklan i¢in. Fakat iste bir dag kegisi siiriisiiniin oradan
cikip kendilerine beslenme alani, su kaynag: bulabilecegi bir yere gitmelerini
saglayabilmek icin cabalamak cok farkliydi. Gegen giin memba kisminda hala bir
sekilde yeni dogum yapmus, bircok bebegin icinde oldugu bir siirii ile kargilagtim.
Zorunlu go¢ devam ediyor, hala gidiyorlar.

Doga dengesini yeniden buluyor demek Kki. iki Kisi basladigimizi soylediniz
ama Haydiko Artvin icin siire¢ ¢cok hizli ilerledi gibi. Hem bunu biraz agmaniz
isteyecegim hem de bize Yusufelimin bugiinkii durumunu anlatir misimiz?
Rehabilitasyon siirecleri nasil isliyor? Yerel yonetimler ve kamu kurumlarinin

evlem planlarmda hayvanlarin bir veri var nu?

Y. Y.: Evet biz Haydiko Artvin olarak bagladik. Artvin merkezde konuglanmis ve
daha ¢ok Artvin Merkez ile ilgilenen bir dernekti. 2014 yihinda kurulmus, 2018
yilinda su anki yonetimi dernegi devralmis ve Artvin Merkez ilcedeki sahipsiz
sokak hayvanlar icin beslemeler, kisirlastirmalar, tedaviler yapan bir dernekmis.
Benim Istanbul'da yasayan, bir cevre ve hayvan haklar aktivisti olarak yolum
Haydiko Artvin ile Hopa'da terk edilen atlar vakasi sonrasinda kesisti. Hopa'da iki
tir dolusu atimiz vardi. Basina da yansimisti siire¢. O atlarin akibeti ile ilgili onlara
destek olmaya calisirken Haydiko Artvin'e yaklastim. Atlar1 sahiplendik, onlara
bakiyoruz. Sonra Yusufeli ile siirece devam ettik ve Yusufeli siireci bizi Haydiko
Artvin'den, Haydiko'ya evirdi. Ciinkii Yusufelinden aldigimiz “know-how”,
aramiza katilanlar, destekcilerimiz ve sponsorla bizi deprem déneminde deprem

bolgesine tasidi. Depremden etkilenen bolgelerde sahipsiz sokak hayvanlan icin
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yerinde caligmalar yapmaya bagladik. Su an bu baglantiy1 da ben Elbistan’da iken
gerceklestiriyoruz.

Yaban hayati da, evcil hayvanlar da cografi anlamda birbirleri ile ¢cok etkilesimli
hayvanlar. Biz Yusufelinde aktivistlik yapiyoruz ama Uzundereye karigamiyoruz
deme sansimiz olmadigy icin Erzurum'da da bir orgiitlenme yapmaya gayret
ediyoruz su siirecte. Ciinkii maalesef belirli bolgelerde caligmalar yapmaya
rehabilitasyon siirecini yonetmeye bagladiginizda, bir bakiyorsunuz yan
ilcelerden, diger koylerden bircok hayvan gelmis. Hayvanlar birileri tarafindan
sizin calisma alaniniza terk edilmis. Dolayisiyla diger ilcelerle, illerle etkilesimli
olmak gerekiyor. O yiizden biz su an Haydiko Erzurum'u da orgiitlemeye gayret

ediyoruz.

Yusufeli'ndeki siire¢ de devam ediyor, her giin bir ekibimiz mutlaka bélgenin
icerisinde yasayan hayvanlarimizin beslemelerini yapiyor. Bunun yani sira
iceride yine trafik kazali, hasta hayvanlarin tedavilerini yapmaya gayret ediyoruz
ya da ihtiya¢c durumunda hayvanlan kliniklere gotiiriiyoruz. Bunlarin yam sira
hayvanlarin yagadiklari sorunlarin temelini olusturan ve Dogu Karadeniz'in
neredeyse hemen hemen hicbir yerinde yapilmayan kisirlastirmalarn
yapmaya gayret ediyoruz. Popiilasyonun artmamas: onlarin yagsam kalitelerini
yiikseltebilmek icin Yusufeli'nde, Artvin'in degisik ilcelerinde ve Artvin Merkez'de

kisirlagtirma caligmalari yapmaya caligtyoruz.

Sorunuzun ikinci béliimiinde yerel yoneticiler, yerel otorite ya da biirokrasi artik
bir seyler yapiyor mu dediginizde, cevabimiz hayir. Hayir yapmiyorlar. Birazcik
daha onlarn calistirabilmek i¢in ikinci bir Yusufeli barajinin insa edilip tekrar sular
altinda kalmasi gerekir! Maalesef Yusufeli'nin heniiz bir rehabilitasyon merkezi
yok ama bir boga giires arenasi var. Dolayisiyla sehir planlamasi yapilirken
sahipsiz sokak hayvanlar diigiiniilmemis. Gergi bugiin de ¢ok disiiniildiigiinii
diigtinmiiyoruz. Ama iste bizler, bu yiizden variz. Onlann diistinmediklerini
diigtinmeye calisip, bir seyler yapmaya gayret ediyoruz. Simdi en biiyiik
sorunumuz igeride bir rehabilitasyon merkezinin olmasi ve yapilmasi gereken
kasirlastirmalarin, gereken tedavilerin icerde devam etmesini saglamak. Bu yiizden

de siirekli bir ¢aba icerisindeyiz.
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Biitiin planlamalarimiz, uygulamalarimnz insan odakl.

Y. Y.: Ashina bakarsaniz insan odakli planlamalarda da eksiklikler var. S6z gelimi
insanlarn tagmirken evlerinin, is yerlerinin olmas icin yapilan ¢ahigmalar bile
eski. 5 -10 senelik ¢alismalar. Onlarin iistiinde giincelleme yapmaya, yeni bir
sehir inga etmeye cahsiyorlar. Fakat demografi, sosyal yap1 degisiyor. Insanlar
evleniyor, bosaniyor, doguyor, olityor... Ditkkanlarini kapatiyorlar. Yeni diikkanlar
aciliyor. Yusufelinde aslina bakarsaniz insan odakl dediginiz seyin de ne kadarn
odaklanarak yapilabilmis orasi apayn bir tartisma konusu. Herkes elinden geleni
yapiyor kendisi i¢in, bize de sokak hayvanlar i¢cin bir sey yapmak nasip oldu. Onu
yapmaya gayret ediyoruz.

ogu Karadeniz’in geneline hayvan haklari temelli baktuigimizda nasil bir durum
D Karad ’ line hay haklar1 t Ili bakt d | bir d
goriiyorsunuz? Dinleyiciler (okuyucular) icin Dogu Karadeniz'de canh olmay:
resmedebilir misiniz?

Y. Y.: Tabii, ben hemen size bir coban kopegi olarak dogarsam neler yasayacagim
anlatmaya caligayim. Ajitasyon olarak algilayabilirsiniz ama bu Dogu Karadeniz'in
gercegi maalesef. Aslinda sadece Dogu Karadeniz'in degil tiim kirsal bolgelerde
yasayan canlilarin hemen hemen yasadig ortak kader. Bir sekilde annemden 4
kardes halinde dogmus bir ¢coban kopegi olarak diistiniin beni. Digiyim. Annem
iyi bir ¢oban kopegi oldugu i¢in bir kap1 bulmus kendine, devamh kuru ekmekle
beslenmis ve hig ag1 yapilmamus. Siiriistinii de koruyor. Bir sekilde dogumuna da
izin vermisler, annemi atmayacaklar. Ama bir bakiyorlar ki, bir tek ben disiyim,
tic kardesim erkek. Erkekler ise yarar diyorlar ve onlar ayirip beni annemden bir
buguk ayhikken ayirip, bir otoban kenarina atiyorlar. Orada beslenir diye bir ¢opiin
kenarina atiyorlar. Ben de annem kadar giiclii oldugum, genlerim iyi oldugu i¢in
yasamaya caligtyorum. Uzun bir siire de yasiyorum. Orada yasarken ¢oplerden
yemek yemeye calisiyorum, bulabildigim sulan iciyorum. Yaban hayatina karsi
cakallardan, kurtlardan, diger kopeklerden kendimi korumaya calistyorum.
Tesadiif eseri benim gibi birkag¢ kopekle yan yana geliyorum ve onlardan birer bir
hastalik kapip o viral hastalikla 4-5 aylikken 6lityorum. Ya da yine ¢oban kopegi
olayim disi veya erkek fark etmeksizin.Yillarca siiriimii koruyorum, karsihiginda

kuru ekmegimi yiyorum. As1 yapilmiyor. Arada sirada sahibim déviiyor. Kurtlara
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karg: stiriimii gayet iyi koruyorum. Seviliyorum. Fakat yavag yavas artik yasima
bagh olarak eklemlerim, viicudum eskiyor, eskisi kadar hizli kosamiyorum.
Gozlerim az goriiyor, kulaklarim az duyuyor. Sahibim gene beni aliyor, hop bir
otoban kenarina atiyor. Orada kurda, cakala, viral hastaliklara kars1 kendimi
korumaya calistyorum. Zaten yaglanan bedenimi ¢opten doyurmaya caligirken
zehirlenmemeye calisiyorum. Gormeyen gozlerimle aracglardan, kurtlardan,
kuslardan kendimi korumaya calistyorum. Ya da bir kedi oldugumu diistiniin.
Bu ornekleri cesitlendirebilir, benzeri yiizlerce canlandirma yapabilirim. Dogu
Karadeniz'in genelinde bir canliysaniz baginiza bunlar geliyor ¢iinkii.

Dogu Karadeniz'deki hicbir yerel yonetim oncelikli olarak kisirlagtirma
yapmuyor. Kisirlagtirma oncelikle hayvan yasaminin kalitesini artiran bir
operasyon. Kanitlanmustir ki kisirlastirilan hayvanlarin cesitli viral hastahklara
karsi bagisikliklarn1 da daha kuvvetli, kansere yakalanma olasiliklari da daha
diisiik oluyor. Pek tabii kontrolsiiz ¢ogalmanin 6niine gecilmesinin ve yani sira
hayvanlarin hormonal dengeleri de yerine oturdugu icin agresyonlar1 daha diigiik
seviyelerde oluyor. Dolayisiyla cetelesmeler, kavgalar daha az oluyor. Bu nedenlerle
kasirlastirma ¢ok 6nemli ve maalesef yasal zorunluluklar olmasina ragmen Dogu
Karadeniz'deki hi¢bir belediye dogru diiriist kisirlagtirma yapmuyor.

Burada bir parantez acmak istedim. Bildigim kadariyla Fimdikli Belediyesi'nde
bir rehabilitasyon merkezi var. Kisirlastirmada yapmaya ¢alistyorlar ellerinden
geldigince. Ama bunun arkasindaki asil giic Findikli yerelindeki sivil toplum
ashinda. Hayvan haklar aktivistleri ve Findikh Canlart adinda bir orgiitlenme

vapisL.

Y. Y.: Biliyorum, ¢ok da giizel ¢alisiyorlar. Biraz 6nce de Bor¢ka'dan bir arkadasgla
goriisiirken onlarn ismi gecti. Evet, genel anlamda Dogu Karadeniz'in en iyi
orgiitlenen kismu su anda Findiklh. Findiklrda giizel seyler oluyor ama buradan
gene Findikl'yr da uyarmak isterim. Bizim de bagimizda olan bir durum bu
maalesef. Yerel halk cok fazla sahipsiz sokak hayvani istemiyor. Kendi iiretiyor,
ama istemiyor. Buna istinaden yaptiklar bask: belediyeler tarafindan bir sekilde
“sokaklarda hayvan olmasin’a geliyor. Belediyeler ne yapiyor? Maalesef baz
belediyeler sahipsiz sokak hayvanlarini alip, hicbir islem yapmadan diger bir
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ilcenin smurlarmin icine gotiiriip birakiyor. Burada kontrolsiiz bir toplama,
kontrolsiiz bir transfer ag1 var. Biz Artvin geneline baktigimiz zaman sunu
goriiyoruz: Arhavi Hopa'ya atiyor, Hopa Ardanug’a. Ardanug getiriyor Varyanta
atiyor, Artvin bunlarin hepsini bariakta topluyor ve hi¢ digan ¢ikartmiyor. Yani
burada esasinda popiilasyonun kontrolii 6nemli bir ¢oziim saglayabilir. Ayrica
kimi belediyelerin de yaptigi, rehabilitasyon merkezi oldugunu iddia ettigi yerler
cogu durumda aslinda rehabilitasyon merkezi olmuyor. Ornegin Arhavi'de béylesi
bir merkez vardi ve sel altinda kald.

Biz acikcasi ¢ok az kaynakla cok ciddi isler yapmaya calisan bir dernegiz.
An itibariyle hicbir yerden; belediyeden, resmi kurumdan destek almadan
kisirlagtirma yapiyoruz. Diin itibariyle son 5 giin icerisinde 150 civarinda kopek
kisirlagtirdik. Bunlarin bir boliimii Yusufelimin, bir boliimii Artvin'in, bir boliimii
ise Ardanuc’un bir kopekleriydi. Giiniimiiziin en az yarisini resmi kurumlara
“Ben kisirlagtirma yapmak istiyorum. Bana destek vermeniz gerekiyor” diyerek
geciriyoruz. Ya da“kuduz agisini bulamiyorum, bana tarimdan kuduz as1 isteyin”
diye telefon goriismeleriyle geciriyorum, geciriyoruz.

Suan Elbistan’'dayim o yiizden rahatlikla soyleyebilirim ki bolgeden ¢ok bagimsiz
bir gey aslinda bu durum. Tiirkiye'nin her yerinde ayni seyler yasaniyor. Burada,
Elbistan'da da gene ayni seylerin miicadelesini veriyoruz. Bir goniillii veteriner
orgiitic geldi. Biz ilaglarmmizi aldik. Belediyenin de rehabilitasyon merkezini
kullanmak igin izin aldik. Hafta sonu 200 tane hayvan kisirlagtirdik. Insanlar
kilometrelerce yol gelerek bunu yaptilar. Tiirkiye'nin hicbir yerinde bu gercek
degismiyor. Dogu Karadeniz ya da Giineydogu ya da bagka bir yer, fark etmiyor.
Hepsi aynu...

Evet ama cizdiginiz tablonun icinde kiiciik bir umut niivesi de var gibi geldi bana
acikcast. 'n azindan ben dinlerken onu hissettim. O bilindik kamu, 6zel sektor
ve sivil toplum sablonunda, sivil toplumun hak temelli aktivizm yonii gii¢clenince
icinde degisimin de niivesini barmdiriyor ve hatta ivmeliyor galiba.

Y. Y.: Evet, ben de ¢ok iimitsiz degilim. Ozellikle Yusufeli projesini, o kdpek
topladigimiz, calistigimiz yerleri gezerken. Artik o yerlere ayak basamiyoruz, 170

metre suyun dibinde toprak. O caminin avlusundan topladigimiz kedilerin oldugu

279



280

Koyu Yesil: Dogu Karadeniz Cevre Sorunlari Uzerine Séylesiler

yeri géremiyoruz. Ciinkii cami tamamen su altinda kaldi. Ama her haliikarda ¢ok
kisa bir siirede, ¢ok insanin geldigi cok da caba gostererek bir seyler yaptiklari bir

stire¢ gecirdik. Bu bana iimit veriyor, bu konuda timitliyim.

Umitlendigim bagka bir nokta ise yerel dokuda insanlarin mental yapisinda da
bir miktar degisim yasaniyor olmasi. Bu sokakta, bu koyde kopek istemem diyen
insanlarin ¢ocuklar1 o kopeklere bir tas su veriyor artik. Burada sosyal medyanin
giicii cok onemli. Dogru basin kuruluglarinin dogru yayinlar yapmasi ¢ok 6nemli.
Annesi istedigi kadar istemesin, o ¢cocuk o suyu tasiyor. Bayat ekmegi gotiiriiyor,
suyla 1slatiyor ve koyiin disinda yasam savasi veren kopeklere tasiyor. Ya da iste biz
“of” diyoruz,‘biktik, bittik trafik kazas1 ge¢irmis gene. Nereden para bulacagiz?”
diyoruz. “Erzurum’a mu gotiirecegiz? Kars'a m1 gotiirecegiz? Ne yapacagiz?” diye
telas halinde, stres yasadigimiz vakalar artik bize ulagiyor. Yani birileri bize ihbar
ediyor bu vakalari. Bu bile aslina bakarsaniz bagl bagina bir gelismedir. Hayvanlar
orada kivrana kivrana olmiiyor. Artik birileri onlarin seslerini duyuyor. Evet o
yiizden ben de iimitliyim. Bunun daha giizelini gormek i¢in bizlerin 6mrii vefa
edecek mi bilmiyorum. Ama ¢ocuklugumu Istanbul Fatih’te yagadim. 1985'te
kardesimle beraber sokakta oynarken, belediye anons yapardi. Biz anonsu duyar
duymaz sokaktaki kopekleri, kedileri alir bodrum katlarina kapatirdik. Ciinkii
belediye zehirli etlerle popiilasyon kontrolii operasyonu yapardi. Mahallenin
biitiin ¢ocuklar1 birlik olur, o kopekleri, kedileri belediyeden korumak igin
birlikte hareket ederdik. Simdi baktifimiz zaman artik boylesi bir eylemi
gerceklestirebilecek bir belediyenin olmadigini goriiyoruz. Muhakkak ortiilii
olarak yapiyorlardir. Ama boyle g6gsiinii gere gere, megafonlardan anons yaparak
yapabilen bir belediye yok. Bu bir asama. Bundan sonraki asamalar, mutlaka daha
fazla hak temelli olacak. Hayvanlarin hak ettikleri gibi yasayabilecekleri gelecek
mutlaka olacak.

Koyuyesil boliimlerini birbirine baglayan bir soru setimiz var. Dogu Karadeniz'deki
cevre sorunlarina biitiinciil olarak bakmanizi ve ¢evre sorunlarmi bir liste olarak

siralamamzi istesek listenizde ilk ii¢ siraya hangi sorunlar girer?

Y. Y.: Dogu Karadeniz 6zelinde HES'ler biiyiik bir sorun. Devletin su kaynaklarina

yaklagimi ve yiiriittiigii enerji politikalar hem gevresel hem de sosyolojik sorunlar
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yaratiyor. Bir diger sorun madenler; yaygin maden ruhsatlarin verilmesi. Ve
yogun bir ormansizlagtirma yastyor Dogu Karadeniz. Bu ¢ok biiyiik bir sikinti. Dogu
Karadeniz'in 6zelinde en 6nemli ¢evre problemi olarak gordiigiim problemler
bunlar.

Bu ii¢ cevre problemine bakugimzda, bu sorunlarin yerelde nasil karsiliklar:
oldugunu diisiiniiyorsunuz? insanlarm ve hayvanlarin, diger canlilarm giindelik
hayatinda neler degisti?

Y. Y.: Valla, agik¢as1 ben metropol insaniyim ve 6zledigim hayat, emekli olunca
yagsayacagim hayat dedigim hayatin ortasinda aktivizm yapmaya calistyorum.
Ormansizlagtirma, HES'ler, maden sahalar ve aslina bakarsaniz gevresel dengeye
direkt miidahale eden her tiirlii yaklasim Dogu Karadeniz'de yogun bir goce
sebep oluyor. Sosyolojik yapi, demografik yap: verdigi go¢ neticesinde inanilmaz
degisiyor. Buna nedenle de hayal ettigimiz kirsal kalkinma gerceklesmiyor.
Ekonomik dengeler bozuldugu icin, zincirin biitiin halkalar direk etkileniyor.
Kadin haklar1 da etkileniyor, hayvan haklar1 da. Oyle bir noktaya geliyor ki insanlar
artik ahirdaki ineklerini gotiirecek yesillik, mera bulamiyorlar. O hayvanlar 10
saat, 12 saat kiiciiciik bir ahirda kapali kaliyor. Cocuk mesela dogayla temasim
kaybediyor. Kadin daha fazla calismak, daha fazla ¢caba gostermek zorunda kaliyor
ve dolayisiyla daha fazla somiiriilityor. Aslina bakarsaniz cevreye bu tip biiyiik
miidahaleler, dyle ya da boyle hem insan hayatini hem de hayvan hayatini direkt
etkiliyor.

Siirecte ozellikle ¢evre odakh toplumsal hareketler ivmeleniyor. Peki sizin
aklinizda kalan en carpici ¢evre hareketi imgesinden ya da sloganindan hatta
belki ikisinden birden s6z edebilir misiniz?

Y. Y.: Cerattepe direnisi cok 6nemli bir direnisti. Cerattepe direnisi doneminde ben
Karadeniz'le ilgili degildim. Ama Istanbul'dan takip ettigim ve ¢cok dnemsedigim
bir direnis oldu. Kaz Daglan direnisi de ayni sekilde ¢ok 6nemli bir direnisti benim
icin. Su anda Akbelen'i izliyorum heyecanla. Ve acik¢asi hazirlaniyorum Ozaltin’a.

Ardanug'ta bizim atlarimiza baktigimiz ciftligin hemen yani baginda siyaniirle
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altin aramaya galigan bir Ozaltin Insaat olasihg1 var. Bu yiizden agikgast hem
Akbelen’i o gozle izliyorum hem de neler yasayacagiz onu gérmeye calistyorum.

Peki eklemek istediginiz bir sey var ni?

Y. Y.: Sizlerin varligi bizlere destek veriyor, bizleri giiclii kiliyor. Yusufeli
hayvanlarinin sesi olabildiysem ne mutlu bana. Biz onlar1 yalniz birakmayacagiz.
Ama beraber olmamiz gereken baska tehditlerde hizh bir sekilde geliyor. Saflar

daha ¢ok sikilagtirmamiz gerekiyor sanirm.

‘asemin Yilmaz ile birlikteydik bu boliimde. Cogu dinleyenimizin (okuyanimizin)

sizi ve Haydikonun yaptiklarii, sular alinda kalan Yusufelimin ardindan
basinmna vyansiyan goriintitlerden animsayacagim ongormek hic giic degil.
Zor zamanlarda birlikte yasamanm, insan odakli olmamanin vyiikledigi bir
sorumlulukla canh haklar aktivizmi yvapmanin nasil zorluklar icerdigini de
dinledik. Sevgili Yasemin Yilmaz’a ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.



With Yasemin Yilmaz,

Defending Animal Rights as the Yusufeli Dam Holds Water

In this episode, we are with Yasemin Yilmaz', an animal rights activist who

struggles against the anthropocentric view.

The Yusufeli Dam, which took vears to plan and build, started to hold water a few
months ago. While moving the city center of Yusufeli, we once again faced how
human-oriented we are. We saw that there was no planning for the well-being
of animals. Can you summarize the process just before Yusufeli was under water

and how vou were working on the evacuation of stray animals?

Yasemin Yilmaz: With pleasure. As a matter of fact, the date when the Haydiko
association started working on the Yusufeli Dam was September 2022. Because the
first sections to be opened immediately after the completion of the dam were not
the city center, as reflected in the press, but rather the rural areas, the spring and
main construction sites of the dam. On November 22nd, the first gates of the dam
were closed. Water started to fill those areas. Two affected villages and 7-8 large
construction sites that built the dam, the dam’s connection roads and viaducts
were flooded. And we came into contact with official institutions in September.
We asked for master plans prepared for stray and wild animals living there. We

wondered what was going to be done, and of course we couldn’t find anything in

1 This episode was podcasted on August 17, 2023.
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return. Therefore, as an association at that time with a very small budget and few
human resources, Haydiko rolled up its sleeves out of necessity. Because we had to

either wait for someone to do it or take action.

When we did the initial analysis for the fieldwork, we were just two people. What
we foresaw was that there were around 1500 stray animals and an unsure number
of mammals and reptiles. Unfortunately, there was no inventory of these. We
started the evacuation of the Yusufeli Dam by signing some cooperation protocols
with official institutions. The official institutions I am talking about here were
institutions such as Yusufeli Municipality and State Hydraulic Works. They were
going to show us where the water would arrive on what date, at what speed and
flow rate. Nature Conservation and National Parks would at least support us in
terms of wildlife, or they would receive support from us for their own work. We
came to the table with many stakeholders such as the Ministry of Agriculture, the
Governorship of Artvin, the Special Provincial Administration. Then, just before
the dam’s gate closed on November 17th, we evacuated the construction sites
that would be flooded first. But we worked with a very small budget and very few
people. We literally carried animals on our laps. We carried many dogs and cats on
our backs and in our laps. This of course slowly started to be covered in the press.
As it appeared in the press, we started to find volunteer support. In addition, our
donation momentum increased. We were returning this to the service of Yusufeli

animals.

Artvin is a difficult region for stray animals. It is a region where treatment
opportunities are very limited and sterilization is almost non-existent. Yusufeli
is also a point where animals can hardly be fed, they are fed only from scraps of
food in the garbage. In this process, before transferring the animals we moved
to the new region, we tried to keep them in a place used as a shelter by Yusufeli
Municipality as an intermediate host. We sent a certain number of them, the ones
we believed we could adopt, to Istanbul by contacting our other friends from the
association in Istanbul. We kept a certain number of them there so that we could
take them to our own habitats. When we had money, we sterilized them. When
they needed treatment, we tried to treat them. There were a lot of construction
equipment and trucks inside. There were many traffic accidents parallel to these.

There were also many viral diseases. We tried to fight them. Since we didn’t have
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a clinic that took inpatients in Artvin, we moved to Erzurum or Kars after every
traffic accident and used our homes because we didn't have a place to take care of
them during their treatment. We sneaked animals into the hotels we stayed in. We
had a serious adventure, but we think it was a process we overcame with a clear

conscience. At least we did our best.

You've explained a little bit, but more generally, what exactly has been or can be
the role of activists and civil society in areas where the public sector has been
lacking?

Y. Y.: As a matter of fact, even the fact that our work started to be on the agenda
on social media since November was a development for us. At least they started
to ask what is the compensation for the authorities not addressing this issue. Of
course, the perspective of the local people is also critical. We were also getting
some reactions like “a dog escape from the water, a cat doesn’t drown”. There was
also a point of view like “people are waiting to be rescued, they are moving their
houses and you are dealing with dogs”.

As a matter of fact, the local authorities also had this point of view. Gradually, this
perspective changed with the power of social media and civil society. Then they
accepted that there needs to be a plan B, a plan C. Animals, like humans, have
problems caused by forced migration from one place to another. We have to solve
these problems together. Our most important weapon here was the support of
other civil society organizations and activists, even on social media. In addition
to this, the operations we started with two people in the first place, we continued
with 50 people in the field and 50 people in the background. A very serious budget
was spent, Yusufeli animals were fed more than ever before. When they got sick,
we took action faster than they have ever seen, in fact, first aid is still ongoing.
We have only ended the evacuation process. We are still continuing our work in
Yusufeli.

You talked a little bit about wild animals, can we expand this a little bit more?
I mean, in fact when talking about animal rights, we tend to focus a lot on cats
and dogs.
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Y. Y.: There is no clear inventory of wildlife reserves in Yusufeli. Academics have
done very good work. It is very assertive about species diversity. In fact, it is
one of the most assertive regions of the Eastern Black Sea. Its geography is very
interesting. Yusufeli is a very difficult region with dense forests, home to many
endemic species and steep cliffs. Actually, the climate is independent from
Artvin, it is a milder climate. Therefore, not only mammals but also reptiles are
very diverse here. Frankly speaking, the reptiles were already disturbed enough
by the time we arrived. Because dynamite works were carried out in a very large
area with the construction of the dam, the reptiles were disturbed. Therefore, the
forced migration of most of the reptile reserve had started long before. Since the
date of the dam’s water holding was in the fall, we tried to be very careful in field
studies so that the creatures would not hibernate. Regarding mammals, certain
corridors were open. Mammals were forced to migrate through these corridors.
But did we achieve 100% success? When they were forced to migrate, did they go
to a place where they could find the climate or geography, they were used to in
Yusufeli? These will always be questions in my mind. Because they were moving
towards both Ispir region and Artvin Deriner region. Especially goats, mountain
goats are still trying to reach the water around the Deriner dam. Because all three
dams, including the Artvin dam, unfortunately prevent wildlife from reaching
water. Since HEPPs have been built in the streams that feed the Corubh, it is very
difficult for animals to reach water. In their forced migration, they somehow try
to go to places where they can easily reach water. The situation is different with
the winged ones. One of the general characteristics of Yusufeli is its steep slopes.
It has very steep slopes. These are places that winged animals use a lot during
the laying season, and especially large winged predators use these hosts on their
migration routes. And of course, since their feeding grounds are under water, they
will look for different hosts in the coming years. As for the bears, they didn’t stay
inside from the beginning because they were disturbed by the construction and
dynamite. We had wolf packs. We watched them leave the area, but surely there
are still animals in difficult situations. When we receive reports, we try to evaluate
them together with Nature Conservation and National Parks. The process affected
wildlife a lot. It created a serious problem for both winged animals, reptiles and

mammals.
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We somehow wanted to call this process forced migration together with academics
and our counselors. We tried to use this briefly. There are examples in the world.
This aggressive construction, which is practiced in many underdeveloped
countries or third world countries, is about destroying nature in an aggressive way.
International environmental and social organizations, international animal rights
organizations are also fighting hard. We have been in contact with many of them.
Yusufeli has matured us. When we looked at what we were going to do on the road
we started with two people, we never foresaw these things. After a while, there
were some groups from Europe that we received know-how from. There were

groups we hosted from abroad.

They came, made examinations, gave ideas, tried to help. Yes, it was much easier
with pets, cats and dogs, since they are the kind of animals we carry on our laps
and backs. But it was very different to try to get a herd of mountain goats to get out
of there and go to a place where they could find a feeding area and a water source.
The other day at the spring I came across a herd with many babies that had just

given birth. The forced migration continues, they are still leaving.

So, nature is finding its balance again. You said that you started with two people,
but the process seems to have progressed very fast for Havdiko Artvin. I would
like to ask you to elaborate on this and also tell us about the current situation in
Yusufeli. How do rehabilitation processes work? Do animals have a place in the

action plans of local governments and public institutions?

Y. Y.: Yes, we started as Haydiko Artvin. It was an association located in the center
of Artvin and more interested in Artvin Center. Founded in 2014, the current
management took over the association in 2018 and it was an association that
feeds, sterilizes and treats stray animals in the central district of Artvin. As an
environmental and animal rights activist living in Istanbul, my path crossed
with Haydiko Artvin after the case of abandoned horses in Hopa. We had two
truckloads of horses in Hopa. The process was also reflected in the press. I came
close to Haydiko Artvin while trying to support them about the fate of those
horses. We adopted the horses; we are taking care of them. Then we continued
the process with Yusufeli and the Yusufeli process transformed us from Haydiko

287



288

Dark Green: Conversations on Eastern Black Sea Environmental Problems

Artvin to Haydiko. Because the “know-how” we received from Yusufeli, with the
people who joined us, our supporters and sponsors, carried us to the earthquake
region during the earthquake. We started to work on the spot for stray animals in
the earthquake-affected regions. We are currently making this connection while I

am in Elbistan.

Both wildlife and domestic animals interact with each other geographically.
Since we have no chance to say that we are activists in Yusufeli and cannot get
involved in Uzundere, we are trying to organize in Erzurum in this process.
Because unfortunately, when you start to work in certain regions and manage the
rehabilitation process, you realize that many animals have come from neighboring
districts and other villages. Animals were abandoned by someone in your work
area. Therefore, it is necessary to be interactive with other districts and provinces.
That is why we are currently trying to organize Haydiko Erzurum.

The process in Yusufeli also continues, and every day one of our teams feeds the
animals living in the region. In addition to this, we also try to treat traffic victims,
sick animals or take them to clinics in case of need. In addition to these, we strive
to carry out sterilizations, which constitute the basis of the problems experienced
by animals and which are almost nowhere else in the Eastern Black Sea region.
We are trying to carry out sterilization studies in Yusufeli, different districts of
Artvin and Artvin Center in order to prevent the population from increasing and
to improve their quality of life.

In the second part of your question, when you ask if local administrators, local
authority or bureaucracy are doing anything anymore, the answer is no. No, they
are not. In order to make them work a little bit more, a second Yusufeli dam
would have to be built and flooded again! Unfortunately, Yusufeli does not yet
have a rehabilitation center, but it does have a bullfighting arena. Therefore, stray
animals were not considered when the city was planned. Although we don’t think
they are thought of much today either. But that is why we exist. We try to think
what they don't think and try to do something. Our biggest problem now is to have
a rehabilitation center inside and to ensure that the necessary sterilizations and

treatments continue inside. That is why we are in a constant effort.
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All our planning and practices are human-oriented.

Y.Y.: Asamatter of fact, there are also deficiencies in people-oriented planning. For
example, even the work done to ensure that people have homes and workplaces
when they move is old. They are 5-10 years old. They are trying to update them
and build a new city. But demography, social structure is changing. People marry,
divorce, are born, die... They close their shops. New shops are opening. In fact, how
much of what you call people-oriented in Yusufeli has been done by focusing on
people is a matter of debate. Everyone is doing what they can for themselves, and

we were lucky enough to do something for stray animals. We are trying to do that.

When you look at the Eastern Black Sea region in general from an animal rights
perspective, what kind of situation do you see? Can you portray becoming a
living being in the Eastern Black Sea region for the listeners (readers)?

Y. Y.: Sure, let me try to tell you what I would experience if I was born as a
sheepdog. You may perceive it as an agitation, but unfortunately this is the
reality of the Eastern Black Sea region. In fact, it is a common fate that almost
all creatures living in rural areas, not only in the Eastern Black Sea region. Think
of me as a sheepdog who was somehow born to my mother as 4 siblings. I am
female. Because my mother was a good sheepdog, she found a door for herself, she
was always fed with dry bread and never vaccinated. She also protects her herd.
Somehow, they allowed her to give birth, they won’t throw her out. But it turns
out that I am the only female and my three siblings are male. They say that males
are useful and they keep them and separate me from my mother when I was one
and a half months old and throw me on the side of a highway. They throw me on
the side of a garbage dump so that I can feed there. Because I am as strong as my
mother, because I have good genes, I try to live, and I live for a long time. While
I live there, I try to eat food from the garbage, I drink the water I can find, I try to
protect myself against wildlife, coyotes, wolves, other dogs. Coincidentally, I come
side by side with a few dogs like me and I catch a disease from them and die at the
age of 4-5 months with that viral disease. Or again, whether I am a sheepdog, male
or female, I protect my herd for years, in return I eat my dry bread. There is no

vaccination. Occasionally my owner beats me. I protect my herd well against the
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wolves. I am loved. But gradually, because of my age, my joints and my body wear
out, I can't run as fast as I used to. My eyes see less, my ears hear less. My owner
picks me up again and throws me on the side of a highway. There I try to protect
myself against wolves, coyotes, viral diseases. I try not to get poisoned while trying
to feed my already aging body from garbage. I try to protect myself from vehicles,
wolves, birds with my sightless eyes. Or imagine I am a cat. I can diversify these
examples and make hundreds of similar visualizations. This is what happens to

you if you are a living being in the Eastern Black Sea region.

No local government in the Eastern Black Sea does sterilization as a priority.
Sterilization is primarily an operation that improves the quality of animal life. It
has been proven that sterilized animals have stronger immunity against various
viral diseases and are less likely to develop cancer. Of course, since uncontrolled
reproduction is prevented and the hormonal balance of animals is restored, their
aggression levels are lower. Therefore, gangs and fights are less frequent. For these
reasons, sterilization is very important and unfortunately, despite legal obligations,

no municipality in the Eastern Black Sea region performs sterilization properly.

I wanted to open a parenthesis here. As far as I know, there is a rehabilitation
center in 'mdiklt Municipality. They try to do sterilization as much as they can.
But the real power behind this is actually the civil society in Fmdikli. Animal
rights activists and an organizational structure called Findikli Canlart [Findikh

Lives].

Y. Y.: T know, they work very well. I was talking to a friend from Borcka a while
ago and their name came up. Yes, in general, Findikli is the best organized part of
the Eastern Black Sea region. Good things are happening in Findikli, but I would
also like to warn Findikli. Unfortunately, this is a situation that has happened to
us too. The local people don't want stray animals very much. They produce them,
but they don’t want them. Therefore, the pressure they put on the municipalities
somehow leads to “no animals on the streets” What do the municipalities do?
Unfortunately, some municipalities take stray animals and leave them within
the borders of another district without doing anything. There is an uncontrolled
collection and an uncontrolled transfer network. When we look at Artvin in
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general, we see this: Arhavi throws them to Hopa, Hopa to Ardanu¢. Ardanug
brings them to Varyant, Artvin collects them all in the shelter and never takes
them out. In other words, population control can provide an important solution
here. In addition, the places that some municipalities claim to be rehabilitation
centers are not actually rehabilitation centers in most cases. For example, there
was such a center in Arhavi and it was flooded.

Frankly speaking, we are an association trying to do very serious work with very
little resources. As of now, we are doing sterilization without any support from
the municipality or official institutions. As of yesterday, we have sterilized around
150 dogs in the last 5 days. Some of these were dogs from Yusufeli, some from
Artvin and some from Ardanug. We spend at least half of our day asking official
institutions, “I want to do sterilization, you need to support me”. Or “I can't find the

rabies vaccine, ask me for rabies vaccine from agriculture”.

I am in Elbistan right now, so I can easily say that this situation is actually very
independent of the region. The same things are happening all over Turkey. Here in
Elbistan, we are struggling for the same things. A volunteer veterinary organization
came. We bought our medicines; we got permission to use the rehabilitation
center of the municipality. We sterilized 200 animals over the weekend. People
came for kilometers to do this. This fact does not change anywhere in Turkey. It
doesn’t matter if it's the Eastern Black Sea region, the Southeast or anywhere else.

They are all the same...

Yes, but frankly, it seemed to me that there was a small glimmer of hope in the
picture you painted. At least that’s what I felt while I was listening. In that familiar
template of public sector, private sector and civil society, when the rights-based
activism aspect of civil society is strengthened, I think it also contains the core of

change and even accelerates it.

Y. Y.: Yes, I am not hopeless either, especially when I visit the Yusufeli project, the
places where we collected dogs and worked. We can no longer set foot in those
places; the soil is 170 meters under water. We can’t see the place where the cats

we collected from the courtyard of that mosque were. Because the mosque is
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completely under water. But in any case, in a very short time, we went through a
process where many people came and made a lot of effort and did something. This
gives me hope, I am hopeful about this.

Another point that gives me hope is that there is some change in the mental
structure of people in the locality. The children of people who used to say “I don't
want a dog on this street, in this village” are now giving those dogs a bowl of water.
The power of social media is very important here. It is very important that the
right media organizations make the right publications. No matter how much his/
her mother doesn’t want it, that child carries that water. He/she takes stale bread,
soaks it with water and carries it to the dogs fighting for their lives outside the
village. Or we say “oh”, “we are fed up, we are exhausted, he had a traffic accident
again. Where are we going to get money?” Cases in which we are in a state of panic
and stress saying “Are we going to take him to Erzurum? Are we going to take him
to Kars? What are we going to do?” are now reaching us. So, someone is reporting
these cases to us. That in itself is an improvement. Animals are not dying writhing
there. Now someone is hearing their voices. Yes, that’'s why I'm hopeful too. I don’t
know if we will live to see the best of this. But Ilived my childhood in Fatih, Istanbul.
In 1985, when I was playing on the street with my brother, the municipality would
make an announcement. As soon as we heard the announcement, we would take
the dogs and cats from the street and lock them in the basements because the
municipality was conducting a population control operation with poisoned meat.
All the children of the neighborhood would get together and we would act together
to protect those dogs and cats from the municipality. When we look at it now, we
see that there is no municipality that can carry out such an action anymore. Surely,
they are doing it covertly. But there is no municipality that can do it proudly, by
making announcements through megaphones. This is an improvement. The next
stages will definitely be more rights-based. There will definitely be a future where

animals can live as they deserve.

We have a set of questions linking the Kovu Yesil episodes together. If we ask
vou to look at the environmental problems in the Eastern Black Sea region
holistically and list the environmental problems in a list, what would be the top
three problems on your list?



With Yasemin Yilmaz, Defending Animal Rights as the Yusufeli Dam Holds Water

Y. Y.: HEPPs are a big problem in the Eastern Black Sea region. The state’s
approach to water resources, and its energy policies create both environmental
and sociological problems. Another problem is mines; widespread granting of
mining licenses. And the Eastern Black Sea is experiencing intense deforestation.
This is a huge problem. These are the problems that I see as the most important

environmental problems in the Eastern Black Sea region.

When you look at these three environmental problems, what do you think are
the local repercussions of these problems? What has changed in the daily lives of
people, animals and other living things?

Y. Y.: Well, to be honest, I am a metropolitan person and I try to do activism in the
middle of what I call the life I miss, the life I will live when I retire. Deforestation,
HEPPs, mining sites and in fact all kinds of approaches that directly interfere
with the environmental balance cause an intense migration in the Eastern Black
Sea region. The sociological structure, the demographic structure is changing
incredibly as a result of this migration. Therefore, the rural development we
dream of is not realized. As economic balances are disrupted, all links of the chain
are directly affected. Women’s rights and animal rights are also affected. It comes
to such a point that people can no longer find greenery and pasture to take their
cows to. Those animals are confined in a tiny barn for 10 hours, 12 hours. The child,
for example, loses contact with nature. Women have to work more, put in more
effort and are therefore exploited more. In fact, such major interventions in the
environment directly affect both human life and animal life in one way or another.

In the process, social movements, especially focused on the environment, are
gaining momentum. Can you tell us about the most striking image or slogan of

the environmental movement that you remember, maybe even both?

Y. Y.: Cerrattepe resistance was a very important resistance. At the time of the
Cerattepe resistance, I was not involved in the Black Sea region, but it was a
resistance that I followed from Istanbul and cared a lot about. The Ida Mountains

resistance was also a very important resistance for me. Right now, I am watching
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Akbelen with excitement. And frankly, I am preparing for Ozaltin. Right next to
the farm in Ardanu¢ where we take care of our horses, there is a possibility of
Ozaltin Construction trying to search for gold with cyanide. So, frankly, [ am both

watching Akbelen from that perspective and trying to see what we will experience.

Is there anything you would like to add?

Y. Y.: Your presence supports us and makes us stronger. I am happy if I could be
the voice of Yusufeli animals. We will not leave them alone. But other threats that

we need to be together with are coming fast. I think we need to close ranks more.

We were with Yasemin Yilmaz in this episode. It's not hard to imagine that
many of our listeners (readers) will remember you and Haydiko’s actions from the
images that appeared in the press after the flooded Yusufeli. We also listened to
the difficulties of living together in difficult times, and the difficulties of doing
activism for living beings’ rights with the responsibility of not being human-

oriented. Thank you very much to dear Yasemin Yilmaz.



Ulgen Aytan ile

Coklu Baski Altindaki Karadeniz ve Mikroplastikler

Koyu Yegil'in bubéliimiinde Ulgen Aytan ile gagimizin en kritik cevre sorunlarindan

biri olan plastikleri ve denizlerdeki mikroplastikleri konustuk.

Bu béliimde konugumuz sevgili hocamiz Ulgen Aytan.' Ulgen Hoca denizlerde
plastigi, ozelde mikroplastigi inceliyor. Plasston, plastik ve plankton, tematik
alaninda arastirma grubu ile birlikte denizlerde plastik Kirliliginin sonuglarma,
etkilerini inceliyor. Bilimsel calismalarinin yani sira vatandas bilimi ile farkindalik

artirmak i¢in ¢alisiyor.

Ulgen Aytan: Tegekkiir ederim davetiniz i¢in. Program Koyu Yesil ama bugiin koyu
maviyi, Karadeniz'i konusacagiz. Ben bir deniz bilimciyim, deniz biyologuyum, bir
temel bilimciyim. Denizlerdeki canlilik, cevre ile olan etkilesim ve stirdiiriilebilirlik
tizerine ¢aligiyoruz. Hatta ben bir plankton ekolojistiyim. Denizler mikrobiyal
komdiiniteler tarafindan domine ediliyor ve bu komuniteler, plankton dedigimiz
bu canlilar, ashnda yagamin temelini olusturuyorlar. Karalarda soludugumuz

oksijenden, iklimimize kadar hatta 6niimiize gelen kaliteli protein ve diger deniz

1 Biz, Ulgen hoca ile TUDAV, Tiirk Deniz Arastirmalari Vakfi ve Uluslararasi Okyanus Enstiti-
st/ International Ocean Institut tarafindan ortaklasa diizenlenen, Tirkiye’de Denizel Eko-
sistemin Korunmasi ve Surdurilebilirligi i¢in Deniz Okuryazarhgi Kursu’nda tanistik. Ben
tiglinci dénem kursiyeriydim. Ve hem Ulgen hocamizdan hem de diger hocalarimizdan
cok fazla sey 6grendim. Emegi gegen herkese bir kez daha buradan bir kez daha tesekkiir
etmek isterim.
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tiriinlerine kadar her sey onlar sayesinde oluyor. Dolayisiyla planktonlar ¢ok kritik

fonksiyonu olan canllar.

Plastonla olan yolculugum 2012 yilinin sonlarinda Ingiltere’de doktora sonrast
aragtirma yapiyorken, ilk kez mikroplastiklerle tanismamla bagladi. O zaman
Tiirkiye'de ve diinyada ¢ok yaygin bir konu degildi bu. Fakat biz plankton
orneklerini denizden topladigimizda ufak plastik, fiber benzeri seyler gériiyorduk
ve bunlan ¢ok 6nemsemiyorduk. Sonrasinda farkindaligimiz artti. Zaten plastik
kirliligiyle 6zellikle mikroplastiklerle ilgili ilk farkindalik okyanus ve denizlerde
gerceklesti. Her ne kadar plastik ¢ok uzun siiredir okyanus ve denizleri kontamine
ediyor olsa da aslinda plastigin ¢cok uzun bir ge¢misi yok. Bu siirecte ben bir
plankton ekolojisti iken bir plaston ekolojisti haline geldim. Bu terimi de bilim
diinyasina ben kazandirdim: plastik ve plankton es zamanh ve es boyutta
denizlerde bulunan, denize ait olan ve ait olmayan organik ve sentetigin bir arada
oldugu bir bilesen. Maalesef ¢oklu sekilde hem denizdeki yasami hem de aslinda

bizi ve iklimimizi, saghgimiz ciddi sekilde etkiliyor.

Coklu baskidan sik¢a soz ediyorsunuz. Plastik coklu baskiyr artiran onemli
bir Kkirletici. Mikroplastiklerin de ashnda makroplastiklerden geldigini
anlatmistiniz. Oysa giindelik hayatta sanki mikroplastikler kendiliginden kiigiik
kiiciik parcalarnus gibi anlasihyor. Bize makroplastik mikroplastik iliskisinden

bahsedebilir misiniz?

U. A.: Plastik ge¢misi cok geriye dayanmayan, yeni bir materyal. Gegtigimiz
yiizyllda kegfediliyor. Ilk baglarda cok kinlgan; kolay sekil verilebilir ve
uygulanabilir degil. Uzerinde ar-ge caligmalar1 devam ediyor. 1950’lerden itibaren
su an yaygin olarak kullanilan polimerlerin seri iiretimi bagliyor. Polimerlerin
kolay sekillenebilmesi, uzun Omiirlii, ucuz ve dayanikli oluglari nedeni ile
hayatin her alaninda yer almalarina neden oluyor. Yani giinlitk hayattan tutun
da endiistriye, tarim sektoriine kadar pek cok farkli alanda kullaniliyor. Tip
alaninda hayat kurtaran bir protezden, kalp piline kadar neredeyse her alanda
kullanilabiliyor. Fakat sikinti, oOzellikle tek kullanimlik plastiklerin devreye
girmesiyle baghyor. Siirdiiriilebilir iiriinleri kullanabilecekken kolaya kagmak
adina sistemin de bizi titketim davranigina itmesiyle birlikte, elimizde olanlarn tek
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kullanimliklarla degistirmeye ve suursuzca kullanmaya baslyoruz. Son yillarda
dort yiiz milyon tona ulagan global plastik tiretimiyle kargi kargiyayiz. Maalesef bu
tiretimin ¢ok kiigiik bir kismi, yaklasik %81, global olarak geri doniisiim ile tekrar
dongiisel ekonomiye sokulabiliyor. Her plastigi geri doniistiirmeniz miimkiin
degil. Her iilke her bolge ayni duyarliliga, egitim seviyesine sahip degil. Plastik
geri doniisiime gonderilse bile, doniistiiriilebilenlerin bir doniistiiriilme orani
var. Geri dontstiiriildiiklerinden sonra da tekrar dogaya dondiiklerinde ashinda
daha tehlikeli hale geldiklerini gosteren caligmalar var. Ve maalesef geri doniisiim
insanlarda su hissi de yaratiyor: “nasil olsa geri doniistiirebiliyorum o6yleyse
kullanabilirim.” Ozellikle egitim seviyesi ¢ok yiiksek insanlarda bu var. Halbuki
diinyada geri doniisiimii beceren iilke olan Ingiltere dahi kendi kritigini yapt1 yakin
zamanda. Ingiltere geri déniigtiirmek {izere plastikleri ¢ok iyi topluyor ve fakat
toplanan plastikler fazla geldigi icin ¢oplerini gelismekte olan iilkelere satiyorlar.
Mesela Tiirkiye'ye de plastiklerini satiyorlardi. Ozellikle Uzak Dogu'da, Endonezya
gibi iilkelerde satilan bu plastiklerin kétii kosullarda depolandig1 goriildii. ingiltere
fark etti ki ne kadar hassas davransa da, plastikleri geri doniisiime gonderse de
aslinda farkinda olmadan global okyanus kirliligine ciddi bir katki sagliyordu.
Dolayisiyla geri doniigiim hem materyalin dogasi geregi hem de uygulanabilirlikle
ilgili sitkintilardan dolay1 basarisiz oldu. Plastiklerin %12’lik kisim yakilarak bertaraf
ediliyor. Yakilmanm cok ciddi sikintilar1 var. Clinkii plastigin tiretimi esnasinda
eklenen toksik kimyasallar ve cevreden toplamig oldugu kimyasallar yakilma
esnasinda atmosfere saliniyor. Ve bu biiyiik bir tehdit haline getiriyor materyali.
Ciinkii atmosfere salindig1 andan itibaren hicbir sekilde kontrol edemiyorsunuz
bu kirleticileri. Kutuplara kadar ulagabiliyor. Geri doniisiimii ve yakilmaya yoluyla
bertaraflan giktigimizda geriye %8o’lik bir kisim kaliyor. Bu da maalesef deponi
alanlarinda kontrolsiiz bogaltimlar ve yetersiz atik yonetimi sonucunda atiklarin
biiyiik bir kisminin dogada sonlanmasi anlamina geliyor.

Plastigin dogada sonlanmasi demek, cesitli yollarla sucul kaynaklara ve denize
ulagmasi demek. Karadeniz iizerinden gidersek ozellikle nehir vadilerinde, kiyisal
bolgelerde, denize yakin temasi olan ¢ok fazla hem yerel yonetimlerin attig1 hem
de kacak hafriyat bogaltimlarinin oldugunu goriiriiz. Hafriyat ¢opii ciddi sekilde
plastik iceren detoksit ve tehlikeli atik madde iceren ¢oplerdir. Bunlar egimin ve
yagisin fazla oldugu Karadeniz cografyasinda riizgarla, yagisla, dalga hareketiyle

birlikte Karadenize kronik olarak girmektedir.
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Biiyiik objeler baglaminda Karadeniz'e baktigimizda tek kullanimhiklara 6zellikle
pet siseler, posetler, tarimdan kaynaklanan cuvallar gibi objelere rastliyoruz.
Bunlar giines 15181 ile baslayan oncelikle fiziksel devaminda kimyasal ve biyolojik
bir dizi siirecle her gecen giin aginmaya ve pargalanmaya bagliyor. Once 25
milimetre iizeri biiyiik bir obje ufalanarak mezoplastiklere daha sonrasinda da
5 milimetrenin altina, yani herkesin anlayacag bir dil ile bir kirmizi mercimek
tanesinden daha kiiciik boyuta, indigi andan itibaren artik mikroplastikler
olarak adlandirihyor. Mikroplastiklerin bir mikrondan daha kiigiik oldugu
boyutlanmalarina nanoplastik diyoruz. Bunlar tam beyin bariyerini agabilen
hiicresel boyuttalar. DNA boyutunda insani ve diger canlilan tehdit eden
tahmin edilemez ve yonetilemez kirleticiler halinde her tiirlii cevresel matriste
mevcutlar su anda. Bu biiyiik objelerin parcalanmas: ile olusanlara biz ikincil
plastik diyoruz. Bir de gercekten 5 milimetrenin altindaki boyutta tiretilmis
mikroplastikler var. Kisisel kullanim yiiz yikama jelleri, dig macunlari ve temizlik
iirtinleri icindeki mikroboncuklar, agindiricilar, endiistride kullanilan peletler
gibi. Ornegin Rizede Iyidere'de poset iiretiyorsunuz. Guvallarla polietilen pelet
aliyorsunuz ve istediginiz kimyasali, rengi vs. katip poset yapip satiyorsunuz.
iste bu peletlerde deniz ortaminda direkt olarak girebiliyor. Denizde ve deniz
canllarinda fazla rastladigimiz bir diger kirletici fiberler ve mikrofiberler.
Bunlarin ¢ok biiyiik bir kismu sentetik tekstilden geliyor. Uzerimize giydigimiz
kiyafetler, i¢ camasirlarimiz oturdugumuz, koltuk dosemeleri, hahlar, perdeler,
nevresimler vs. fiberlerin ana kaynagi. Ashinda dikkatle bakar, bilingli bir tiiketici
olur, etiket okursak kullandigimiz pek cok iirtiniin ¢ok yiiksek sentetik icerige
sahip olduklarini gorebiliriz. Hatta su siralar ¢ok trendy, geri dontstiurilmis
kiyafetler. Bazen ekolojik hassasiyeti olan insanlar bunlar almak istiyor ama
diistintin bu giydiginiz sey plastik! Sentetik belki biraz isi yumusatiyor ama gercegi
plastik. Dolayisiyla bu sentetik tekstil kullanilirken zaten havaya, yani atmosfere
ciddi miktarda bir salinim gerceklesiyor. Oturdugunuz yerde bile, havada ugan toz
dedigimiz seyler aslinda inceledigimizde sentetik mikrofiberler. Bir de bunlarin
ytkanmasinin sonucu var. 6 kg camasir yikandiginda 20 milyona kadar mikrofiber
kanalizasyon araciligiyla denizlere gonderiliyor. Maalesef iilkemizde aritma
mikroplastikleri tutacak diizeyde yapilmiyor. Karadeniz'de aritma tesisleri ¢ok
stkintili. Derin deniz degarji s6z konusu. Ozellikle Dogu Karadeniz'de bir atik su

aritim tesisi yok maalesef. Dolayisiyla diisiiniin ki siz hem bu tekstili her alanda
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kullanarak atmosfere yolluyorsunuz hem de giin icinde yikadiginiz camasirlarla,
bulasik yikarken kullandigimz siingerle ciddi sekilde mikroplastik iiretiyorsunuz
ve bunu kanalizasyonla denize yoluyorsunuz. iste bunlara biz birincil mikroplastik
diyoruz.

Plastikler baglaminda kronik olarak denizlere gonderdigimiz, ashinda iiretirken
farkinda olmadigimiz bir kisim var. Bir de fazla kullandigimiz ve yanls
yoOnettigimiz daha makro boyutlu, gozle goriilebilir plastik objelerin girmesiyle
olusan mikroplastikler var. u an icin biliyoruz ki, kiyisal bolgelerden okyanus
ortasmdaki insan etkisinden uzak alanlara, hatta kutuplara, okyanusuna en derin
noktasina Mariana Cukuruna kadar mikroskobik canlilardan, omurgasizlara,
baliklara, deniz kusglarina, memelilere kaplumbagalara kadar biitiin canlilar
arasinda kontamine olmamis bir canli yok.

Eger benim gibi bir mikroplastik aragtirmacisiysaniz zaten biliyorsunuz ki
mikroplastikler her yerde. Ama bu kirletici soz gelimi istavritte hep bu kadardur,
istiridye de su kadardir diye listeleyebilecegimiz bir kirletici degil. Bunu 6zellikle
vurguluyorum. Plastik adi altina komplike bir kirleticiden bahsediyoruz. Eger
Karadeniz'de kilometre karede 1 milyonun iizerinde mikroplastik parca buluyorsak,
bu bir milyon parcanin her biri ayn bir toksik kirletici olarak davraniyor demektir.
Ciinkii hepsi farkli objelerden, farkli kaynaklardan geliyor. Denize girdikleri
andan itibaren de farkh kirleticilerle iligkileniyorlar. Karadeniz'de su an ¢ok fazla
kirletici var. Pestisitler, agir metaller, antibiyotikler ve daha bir siirii kirletici.
Bunlarin hepsi plastiklerin iizerine tutunma davranigindadir. Yani ortamdaki
kirletici konsantrasyonu 5 ise aynmi ortamdaki plastigin {izerinde bunun bin kat1
bulunabiliyor. Konsantre oluyor bu toksik kirletici.

Karadeniz ekosisteminde de biz 10 yildir calisiyoruz. Bu alanda kontamine
olmamis bir noktamiz yok. Ve maalesef su anda bile biz denize giren miktan
azaltsak, durdursak dahi 1950’den beri sisteme giren mevcuttakiler parcalanmaya
ve daha fazla canliyi, alani kontrol etmeye devam ediyorlar.

10 vildan fazla siiredir Karadeniz ekosistemini calismaktasiniz. FKibinizle birlikte
Karadeniz'de kirlilikle ilgili ne tiir saha ¢ahismalar yiiriitiiyorsunuz? Giincel bir

calismaniz var mi1?
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U. A.: Giincel, su an yiiriimekte olan calismalarimiz var. 3 tane doktora 6grencim
var. Onlarla da mikroplastik ile ilgili cok ézel caligmalar vyiiriitiiyoruz. iki tane
yiitksek lisans 6grencimle ayni sekilde lisansiistii tez yapiyoruz bu konularda.
Onemli bir balikgilik alanini olugturan Dogu Karadeniz'de cesitli boyda plastikleri;
mikro, mezo ve makro plastiklerin deniz dibinde, deniz yiizeyinde, su kolonunda
dagilimini, miktarlarini, kaynaklarini, kompozisyonlarini aragtiriyoruz. Aymi
zamandabuplastikleriizerindekikomiinitelerleilgileniyoruz. Ciinkii plastik denize
girdigi andan itibaren {iizerinde bakterilerle baglayan sonrasinda fitoplankton
ve omurgasiz canhlarla devam eden bir komiinite var. Aym biyosfer, stratosfer,
atmosfer gibi artik bizim bir de plastisferimiz var. Yani plastik kiire. Uzerinde cesitli
taksonomik seviyelerden canli barindiran yeni bir yasam alanu. iste bu yagam alani
maalesef cogu plastigin yiiksek yiizerlige sahip olmasi dolayisiyla bu canhlar ait
olmadiklan ekosistemlere tagiyabiliyor. Karadeniz ekosistemi 1990’lardan itibaren
istilaci tiirlerin ciddi sekilde etkisi altinda kald1 ve ekosistem ¢ok ¢esitli boyutlarda
bundan etkilendi. Ekosistem ve hatta ekonomi bile bundan etkilendi. Dolayisiyla
plastikler ve onlarla iliskili bu komiiniteler yeni tiirlerin varlig, taginim ile ilgili
tahminlerin yapilmasinda, izlenmesinde ¢ok onemli. Yine bu tiirler plastigin
iizerinde tutunmaya bagladig1 andan itibaren aslinda plastigin Ingilizcede “fate”
dedigimiz ama Tiirkgeye cevirirken biz bilim insanlan olarak zorlandigimiz, ama
cevirirsek de akibet gibi, kader gibi bir seye dontigen plastigin bu yolculugunda,
akibetinde cok 6nemli rolleri var. Ciinkii bu bakteriyel komiiniteler plastigin
degradasyonunda, bozulmasinda, aginmasina ¢ok biiyiik rol oynuyorlar. Bu da
parcalanma siirecinin arastirilmasi icin ¢ok 6nemli. Bir de bu komiinitelerin
varhgiyla birlikte plastigin agirhg artmaya baghyor. Ciinkii tizerindeki biyofilmin
agirhg da plastige ekleniyor. Dolayisiyla plastigin batma siireci bu komiinitelere
baglh olarak degigebiliyor. Biz bir caligmamizda hem bu komiinitelerin tizerindeki
cesitliligi, varsa istilaci tiirleri ve plastigin bu yolculugunda hem batmasinda ve
hem de bozulmasindaki rollerini aragtiriyoruz. Cok 6nemli bu ve ¢alismanin
Tiirkiye'de, Karadeniz'de yapilan plastisfer anlaminda kapsamli tek calisma
oldugunu soyleyebilirim.

Diger bir calismamz Karadeniz'de dagilm gosteren ticari balik tiirlerine iligkin
yiiksek lisans 6grencimin tezi. Ticari baliklarda mikroplastiklerin varligini aragtiri-

yoruz ve her ne kadar biz baligin sindirim kanalim tiiketmesek de, mikroplastigin
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baligin sindirim kanalina girdigi andan itibaren iligkili kimyasallarla, kan dolag:-
mu aracihgiyla 6zellikle yag dokuda birikmeye baglamasi 6nemli. Dolayisiyla siz
dokuda bulamazsaniz bile mikro boyuttaki plastik, nanoplastikler aslhinda balik
icinde mevcut ve iligkili kimyasallar biyoakiimiile oluyor. Besin zinciri icerisinde
de kiigiik bir baligin, hamsi gibi, daha biiyiik bir balik, palamut gibi, tarafindan
yenmesi ile birlikte de biyomagnefikasyon dedigimiz iist basamaklarda, insana
kadar gelen yolda, plastikle iligkili toksik kimyasallar artig géstermeye bashyor. Su
an plastigin hem istavrit, hamsi gibi baliklarda hem de mezgit, barbun, pisi kal-
kan gibi dip bolgesinde yasayan daha az yer degistiren dolayisiyla da antropojenik
karasal insani etkilere daha fazla maruz kalan baliklardaki kompozisyonunu ve
miktarin aragtirtyoruz. Tek tek bunlarin polimer analizleri yapiliyor. Ciinkii her
polimerin bir tehlike skoru var ve buradan bir risk degerlendirmesi yapiyoruz.
Hem ekosistem adina hem de bunun tiiketilmesi sonucunda insan i¢in maruziyet

ve risk degerlendirmeleri yapiliyor.

Bagka bir calismamuz ise plastikle ilgili katk: kimyasallarinin deniz ekosistemdeki
etkilerini aragtirmakla ilgili deneysel calismalar iceren, nehirlerin Karadeniz'e
plastik tagimadaki rolii. Bu da bir yiiksek lisans tezi. izlediginiz 5 tane nehrimiz
var. Bu nehirlerde ne kadar plastik giinlitk olarak Karadeniz'e giriyor ona
bakiyoruz. Bir sonraki modelleme Karadeniz'de girdikten sonra da bu plastikler
tiplerine bagh olarak ne sekilde davraniyor, akibetleri nedir olacak. Ciinkii
Karadeniz biliyorsunuz, 6zel bir deniz. Plastiklerin ¢ogu deniz suyundan daha
hafif, dolayisiyla yiizerler. Ancak bir Akdeniz’e kiyasla Karadeniz yaridan bile az
tuzluluga sahip, ac1 su oldugu i¢in Karadeniz'e giren plastiklerin ¢ogu Akdeniz’e
kiyasla daha hizli batma egilimindeler. Fakat altta Akdenizin ¢ok tuzlu sular ve
iste Karadeniz'in az tuzlu sular var. Bu iki tabaka arasinda bir kalic1 piknoklin
dedigimiz yogunluk tabakasi var. Dolayisiyla bu iki su kiitlesi hi¢cbir zaman
tamamuyla birbiriyle karigmiyor. Bir bariyer gibi diistiniin. Minimumda bir karigim
vararada. Zaten Karadeniz'in belirli bir derinliginden itibaren de anoksik bir tabaka
bagliyor. iste plastikler Karadeniz'in ara tabakalarinda akiimiile oluyor olabilir. Biz
mikroplastiklerle ilgili bir TUBITAK Projesi yiiriittiik ve caligma sonuglarimiz bu
hipotezimizi dogruladi. Ozellikle 70-80 metrelerde ciddi bir mikroplastik birikimi
var Karadeniz'de. Ayni gokyiiziinde gordiigiiniiz bulutlar gibi, sanki mikroplastik
kiimeleri, yogunlugu birikimi varmis gibi baz1 yerlerde. Tabii bu dénemsel bir
alansal farkliliklar gosteriyor.
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Sadece izleme yapmiyoruz. Bakanhklarla da Tiirkiye denizlerindeki izleme
programlarina kurum olarak katiliyoruz. Karadeniz'de bunun iistlenen kurum
biziz. Hatta Marmara ve Ege'deki kirliligi de Cevre Sehircilik Iklim Degisikligi
Bakanhig'nin Deniz izleme Programi kapsaminda, kurumumuz catisi altinda
ben ve ekibim yapiyoruz. Bu izlemelerin yaninda bir de ne sekilde kontrol
etmeliyiz, azaltmaliyiz kismi var. Ben bununla cok ilgileniyorum. Bu konuda
multidisipliner olarak diger ekiplerle, miihendislik fakiilteleriyle ¢alistyoruz. Bazi
patent caligmalarimiz var. Ciinkii yeni teknolojilere ihtiyacimiz var. Amacimiz
mikroplastikler denize ulasmadan 6nce onlari tutabilmek. En ¢ok ihtiyacimiz olan
sey su anda bu. Denizdekileri uzaklagtirma ile ilgili teknolojiler var ama inanin
bu cok zor. En akillica yapilacak sey bir plastigi denize gitmeden nasil tutabiliriz
sorusuna yanit bulmak. Bunlarla ilgili caligmalarimiz aktif olarak devam ediyor.
Uluslararas: is birlikleriyle de bu yaptigimiz calismalan daha genis kapsaml
olarak yiiriitmeye devam ediyoruz.

Calismalarimiz ¢ok heyecan verici bir yandan derdin biiyiikliigiinii gosterirken
bir yandan da bu derdi nasil ¢ozebilecegimizle ilgili bir dizi ugras ve caba
icerisindesiniz. Simdi plastikten ve Karadeniz ckosisteminin degisiminden
bahsettik. Plastigin ashnda c¢ok da eski olmadigmm ammsattimz bize. 70 vl
oncesine donsek, plastik devriminin safaginda Karadeniz'deki canli yasamim

bize nasil resmederdiniz?

U. A.: Boyle anlatirken hayal etmesi bile zor. O zaman ben bile yoktum diinyada.
Tabii ki biz elimizdeki bilimsel verilere, gozlemlere dayanarak konusuyoruz.
Ozellikle yerel halkin gozlemleri ¢ok nemli. Balikgilarla yakin olarak galisiyoruz.
Plastik kirliligi ile ilgili olarak da yagsi oldukca ileride, 50-60 senedir balik¢ilik
yapan abilerimizin soyledikleri var. Ornegin bundan 50-60 sene énce 4 tane
mezgit 1 kilogram gelir diyorlardi. Su an 30-40 tane mezgit bir kilogram ediyor.
Elbette plastik tek baski degil. Ozellikle sanayi devrimini takiben artan niifus,
endiistri ve teknoloji ile birlikte ¢ok ciddi bir antropojenik baski meydana geliyor
okyanuslarda. Kirliligin kimyasal boyutu korkun¢ mesela. 150 binin tizerinde ticari
olarak iiretilen kimyasal var ve bunlar kontrolsiizce kullaniliyorlar, kontrolsiizce

desarj ediliyorlar. Diisiiniin ki iiretilmeye bagladiklarindan beri bunlar deniz
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ekosistemine ulasiyorlar. Bir su kaynagina kirleticiler bir kanalizasyonla, bir
desarjla ulagsmasa bile atmosfer aracihigiyla ulasabiliyor. Kirleticiler yagislarla
beraber deniz ekosistemine ulasabiliyorlar. Bunlarin iginde pestisitler, agir
metaller, radyoaktif maddeler, antibiyotikler var. Ozellikle tarimda ve endiistride
kalic1 organik kirleticiler ¢ok yaygin olarak kullaniliyor. Bu kirleticiler adi iizerinde
kalicilar, hicbir sekilde yok olmuyor ve canliyla temasa gectigi andan itibaren
etkilesim, canlilik biinyesinde biyoakiimiile olma, yani birikim gosterme 6zelligine
sahipler.

Plastik ekosistemi hem kimyasal hem fiziksel hem de biyolojik olarak etkiliyor.
Simdi bir a kimyasalindan, civadan, bahsediyorsak civanin bir kimyasal etkisi var.
Civanin bir yayilimi, etki alani var. Calismalarla izlenebilir bu. Fakat diistiniin
ki plastik hem icerdigi kimyasallar1 deniz suyuna sizdirtyor hem de denizde
bulunan tiim kirleticileri iizerinde biriktiriyor. Canlinin tiiketmesi durumunda
sindirim kanalmin tikayabiliyor ya da yiizgecine ya da bir uzvuna dolanarak
canlinin bityiimesini, nefes almasini, hareketini engelleyerek canliy: 6ldiirebiliyor.
Keza canlinin biinyesine giren bu kimyasallar canlinin biiyiimesine, iiremesine,
yasamsal fonksiyonlarini devam etmesine de engel tegkil ediyor. Ciinkii plastik
tim bu o6zellikleriyle canliyn molekiiler boyuttan ekosistem seviyesine kadar
etkiliyor. Ayrica patojenleri, hastalik yapici bakterileri tagiyarak canlilari biyolojik
olarak etkileyebiliyor.

Kimyasallarin, diger kirleticilerin, asir1 avciligin, istilaci tiirlerin hatta son
zamanlarda iklim degisikliginin bile etkilerini Karadeniz ekosisteminde uzun
yillara dayanan verilerle yorumlayabiliyoruz. Fakat plastik kirliligi ¢cok yeni.
Karadeniz'de, hatta tilkemiz denizlerinde mikroplastikle ilgili calismaya baglayan
ilk kisi benim. Daha sonra bilim diinyas: da hizla bu konuya yoneldi. Tiirkiye'de
de bir dizi aragtirmaci ekip kuruldu ve diger bolgelerde ¢aligmaya bagladilar. Ama
biz Karadeniz iilkeleri icerisinde ¢ok ciddi efor sarf eden 6ncii bir aragtirma ekibi
haline geldik. Bizim bile gecmisimiz 10 senedir. 10 senedeki gozlemlerimi dile

getirebiliyorum ama 1950’lere iligskin olanlar sadece tahminler.

Muhtemelen plastikler Karadeniz ekosistemini etkileyen istilac1 tiirlerin
tasiminda, dagilhiminda bile ciddi rol oynadilar. Belki tiir girdi, Bat1 Karadeniz'de
bir yerdeydi. Belki ¢ok ilerleyemeyecekti ama belki bir plastikle Soci'ye kadar,
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Rusya'ya kadar akinti1 ve girdaplarla tagmabildi. Ya da bir bentik ekosisteme
yerlesebildi. Ya da su ana kadar hep iklim degisikligine, kimyasallara, kirleticilere,
agirt avciliga bagladigimiz bahk stoklarindaki azalmanin belki de cok dnemli
bir sebebi plastik kirliligiydi. iste son 10 yildir yaptigimiz caligmalarla bunu da
anlamaya calistyoruz.

Sadece Pasifikte yapilmis ii¢ calismadan sonra diinyada ilk kez, Karadeniz'de
Karadeniz besin zincirinin temelinde yer alan ve hamsinin ana besinini
olusturan mikroskobik bir canhdaki mikroplastik varhigim raporladik. Gecen
sene yaymnlandi bu makale etki faktorii yiiksek bir dergide ve bilim diinyasinda
da oldukea ses getirdi. Bu canlilar 2-3 mm boyutunda bécek benzeri canlilar. Biz
bunlar kopepod diyoruz zooplankton icinde yer aliyorlar. Karadeniz'de ¢ok sinirli
sayida kopepod tiirii var. Akdeniz'de yiizlercesi varken burada 7-8 tane tiirden
bahsediyoruz. Cok bollar ama cesitlilikleri olduk¢a diisiik. Degisen Karadeniz
ekosisteminde bu tiirlerin miktarinda ya da kompozisyonunda meydana gelecek
herhangi bir degisiklik tiim ekosistemi derinden etkileyecek, ¢okertecek giicte
olabilir. Zooplanktonlarin yapisinda baskilara bagh olarak ciddi bir degisim
var. Biz gectigimiz sene bir TUBITAK projesinde Karadeniz'den topladigimiz bu
milimetrik canlilarin sindirim kanallarinda mikro boyutta parcaciklara, fiberlere
rastladik ve bu canllar ayn1 zamanda bunu digkilayabiliyorlar da. Bu canhlarin
diskis1 okyanuslardaki 6nemli bir dongiide ¢ok kritik bir role sahip biyolojik karbon
pompasidir. Biz insani aktivitelerle ¢cok ciddi sera gazi emisyonu yaratiyoruz.
Cok fazla karbondioksit gonderiyoruz atmosfere ve atmosferdeki karbondioksit
atmosferle en genis temas alanima sahip okyanusla arasindaki gaz alsverisiyle
okyanuslar tarafindan emiliyor, absorbe ediliyor. Bu karbondioksit konusmamin
basginda anlattigim bitkisel, mikroskobik canlilarca fotosentez mekanizmasinda
kullaniliyor. 1 litre deniz suyunu siseye koyun, bakin. Sadece su olarak goriirsiiniiz.
Halbuki o suyun bir kagiginda milyonlarca fitoplankton, mikroorganizma var ve
bunlarin hepsi soludugumuz havadan, iklimimize kadar karalardaki agaclar ve
bitkiler tarafindan yapilan iiretime es deger iiretim yapan canhlar. Bir anlamda
gorinmez kahramanlar. Karbondioksit bu canlilar tarafindan kullaniliyor.
Bu canlhlar da az evvel bahsettigim kopepod yani zooplankton tarafindan
tiiketiliyor. Buradaki enerji bir iist basamaga aktariliyor. Bu canllarn da hamsi

yiyor. Hamsi olamaz kopepod olmazsa. Ciinkii kopepod hamsinin ana besinini
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olusturuyor. Bu kopepodlar yasamlar esnasinda digkiladik¢a, karbon bu canhlar
tarafindan denizin dibine dogru gonderilmeye bagliyor. Buna biyolojik karbon
pompasi deniyor. Yani bizim atmosferdeki fazla karbondioksitemiz, denizlerde
bir cesit degisim, modifikasyon gecirip digkilarla birlikte denizin dibine dogru
tamponlaniyor. Hem de dipteki yasam i¢in zengin bir besin icerigi. Oradaki yasama
da ihtiyacimiz var. Giinkii sistem agag1 dogru aktigindan yer ¢ekimine bagh olarak

geri doniistiiriiciilerimiz bizim bunlar.

Dolayisiyla bu mikroskobik canlilar kendi ortamlarinda mikroplastik tiiketiyorsa,
bir hamsinin kacar1 yok. Hamsi hem bu canliy1 yiyerek mikroplastik aliyor hem de
suyu filtre ettigi i¢in, Karadeniz'deki yiiksek mikroplastik kirliligine dogrudan da
maruz kaliyor. Bu canlilarin digkilarinda bizim mikroplastige rastliyor olmamiz, ki
diger baliklarin da diskilarinda vardir, dibe dogru bu karbon akisina engel oluyor.
Ciinkii plastik yiizen bir materyal, deneysel caligmalar bu plastiklerin batmak
yerine ylizeye yakin yerlerde, askida kaldigini hatta bakteriler tarafindan olmamasi
gereken derinliklerde dekompoze edilerek, ayristirilarak bu karbondioksitin tekrar

atmosfere salindigini gésteriyorlar.

Suursuzcakullandigimizya dasuurlucakullanip da“geri doniisiime gonderdimicim
cok rahat dedigimiz” plastik hi¢ aklimiza gelmeyecek yollarla denizde sonlaniyor.
Yine hi¢ aklimiza hayalimizde gelmeyecek sekilde, oradaki yasamu etkiliyor ve
aslinda bizim karalardaki konforumuzu ve gelecegimizi sekillendiriyor. Ciinkii
yapilan yeni caligmalar plastigin iklimi de cok ciddi etkiledigini gosteriyor. Plastigin
hammaddesinin aranmasindan, taginmasi, islenmesi, plastige doniistiiriilmesi,
plastigin kullanilmasi ve bertarafiyla dogada sonlanmasi ve par¢alanmasina kadar

gecen siirecte cok ciddi bir sera gazi emisyonundan bahsedebiliriz.

Maalesef bu yanlis yonetimler diizeltilmez, bu tiretim trendi devam ederse
ve bizim de bu tiiketim aligkanhiklarimiz degismezse ¢ok yakin bir gelecekte
okyanusta global iiretime bagli olarak plastik miktarinin katlanarak artacagim

biliyoruz.

Plastikler hem denizin biyojeokimyasini etkileyecek, yani insan icin de, gezegen
icin kritik olan fonksiyonolojiyi etkileyecek, hem de iklimimizi etkileyecekler.
Ciinkii yakin zamanda planktondan ¢ok plastik olmasini bekliyoruz. Yiizeydeki,

okyanustaki yedinci kita kavrami gozle gorillebilir kismi. Goriilemeyen
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mikroplastik yiginlar1 denizin boélgesel olarak i1sinmasma neden olacak. Bu
1sinmalar denizdeki biitiin sistemi degistirecek. Ciinkii 151k gecirgenliginden yani
optik ozelliklerinden suyun fizikokimyasina kadar her sey degisecek. En basta
dedigim gibi deniz mikrobiyal komiiniteler tarafindan domine edilen bir sistem
ve bu canlilar ¢evresel degisime inanilmaz duyarl;, inanilmaz hassaslar. Bunlarin
etkilenmesi demek hem okyanusun hem bizim hem de gezegenin geleceginin ¢ok
ciddi sekilde tehdit edilmesi demek.

Kisaca ozetlersem Karadeniz ekosistemi bundan 60-70 sene onceki ekosistem
degil, hizli bir degisim ve yikim siirecinde. Diinya genelinde yapilan ¢aligmalar
hem su kalitesi hem biyocesitliligi bakimindan Karadeniz'in diinyanin en fazla
bozulmus ekosistemlerinden biri oldugunu gosteriyor. Karadeniz iilkeleri arasinda
yapilmis bir Avrupa Birligi projesi var, EMBLAS projesinin sonuclarina bakarsaniz
da 6zellikle anoksik bolgenin bolgesel olarak onceki yillara kiyasla daha yukarilara
dogru ciktigini goriirsiiniiz. Bu da smirli yasamm iyice siirlandigimi ve ciddi
habitat kayiplarina neden oldugunu dogrulamakta.

Tek kullammmhk plastikleri azaltmanmn oneminden siklhikla bahsediyor, buna
dikkat etmemizi soylityor ve bizi siklikla uyariyorsunuz. Fakat biraz bireyin
vicdanma c¢ok fazla vyiik biniyormus gibi hissediyvorum. Basimuzdaki oyle
biiyiik bir dertki sistemsel bir degisiklik olmadan bireye bu kadar sorumluluk
yiitklemenin kesin bir ¢oziim yaratamayacagini diisiiniiyorum. Acaba sistemsel bir
degisiklik miimkiin mii? Birey olarak, evet elbette sorumluluklarimiz iistlenelim
ama sistemi birey olarak degistirmemiz miimkiin mii? Yoksa baska bir yol mu
bulmahyiz?

U. A.: Cok hakhisiniz séylediklerinizde fakat éniimiizde hizla biiyiiyen akillarin
alamayacag biitcelerde bir sektor var. Plastikle cevrelenmis bir hayatimiz var.
Algis1 zor ama likit formda bile plastik var. Kullandigimz kremlerde, ictiginiz
haplarda hatta tarimda bile. Su an tarimda tohumlarin tizeri gozle goriilemeyecek
kadar ince bir plastik filmle kaplaniyor. Tohumlar organizmalara karsi korumak,
tohumun bozulmasini engellemek i¢in. Zaten kompleks bir materyal olan plastik
cok fazla alanda ve ¢cok komplike bir sekilde kullaniliyor. Kontrolii gercekten ¢ok

zor. Evet bizim sistemsel bir degisime ihtiyacimiz var. Uluslararasi anlagmalarla,
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Birlesmis Milletlerin, Avrupa Birli¢i'nin bu anlamda ¢ok biiyiik ¢abasi, aksiyonlari,
stratejileri var. Ancak karsida da su anda tamamiyle bunu tiretmeyeceksiniz
denemeyecek kadar giiclii bir sektor var. Sektore bunu diyebilmek i¢in alternatif
tiriine ihtiyag var. Clinkii her seyin yerini plastik almis durumda. Kisa orta ve uzun
vade olarak diisiinmek lazim. Bununla ilgili diinya genelinde de iilkemizde de ¢cok
ciddi arge caligmalari var. Fakat alternatif iiriin sadece bir tek kullanimhk bardak,

catal icin olmamal.

Plastikler kisa dmiirlii ve uzun émiirlii olabiliyor. Iste bir arabamin aksamindan
bahsediyorsunuz ya da bilgisayardan. Bunlar1 uzun dénem kullaniyorsunuz. Ama
tek kullanimlhik dediginizde aslinda kolaylikla evveliyatinda kullandigimiz seylerle
yer degistirebilecegimiz seylerden soz ediyoruz. Eskiden bir kagit pecetemiz
bile yoktu. Herkesin bez mendili vardi ya da biz ¢ocukken hepimizin termosu
vardi. Sandvigler bezlere sarlirdi ya da pecetelere. Artik herkes strecliyor. O
yiizden evet sistemsel ve uluslararasi boyutta yaptirimlara ve degisimlere ihtiyac
vardir. Oncelikle yapilmasi gereken plastik iiretimini azaltmak ilk etapta yer
degistirilemez alternatif iiriin bulunamazlarin devami. Fakat bu iiretim devam
edecekse de bu plastiklere ilave edilen katki kimyasallarinin iyilegtirilmesi
gerekiyor. Ciinkii her ne kadar plastik fiziksel olarak bir sikint1 yaratiyor olsa da
asil tehdit icerdigi kimyasallar. Ozellikle bozulma, aginma siirecinde hem canliya

hem dogaya biraktig1 kimyasallar tehlikeli.

Bireysele geldiginizde sadece plastik i¢in konugsmuyorum. Insanlar sunlari séyliiyor:
“Ya herkes yapiyor simdi ben yapsam ne olur? Yani ben simdi bunu degistirmeye
caligsam elimden ne gelir ki? Iste milyonlarca insan bunu yapiyor” gibi diisiinmek
cok yanlig. Peki ben plastik kirliligi calistyorum. %100 plastiksiz mi yasiyorum?
Oyle dersem yalan sdylemis olurum. %100 plastiksiz yasamak miimkiin degil.
Bakin su an kulakliklarim bile plastik.> Ama ben bilingli bir tiiketiciyim. Giydigim
kiyafet de mutlaka etiket okuyorum. Benim plastige verecek param yok. 10 tane
farkli renkte, modelde trendi bluz alana kadar koton yani pamuklu, viskos ya da
tencel gibi iiriinleri tercih ediyorum. Evet son zamanlarda artan farkindahga bagh
olarak fiyatlar yiikseldi bu iiriinlerin. Ama ben hep 30 tane sentetik tigortiim

olacagmma bir tane dogal icerige sahip tisortiim olsun diyorum. Bireyselde

2 Podcast kaydi zoom toplantisinda yapilmistir. Ulgen Aytan bu aktarimini yaparken
goriisme sirasinda kullandigi kulakliklarini isaret etmistir.
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yiikiiniizii azaltmaya basladiginizda, 6rnegin yaninizda doldurulabilir mataraniz
varsa, poset kullanmiyor aligveris cantasi kullaniyorsaniz dogaya yiikiiniiz azalr.

Her tiirlii titkketimin gezegen tizerinde bir karbon ayak izi var.

Geri doniisiim sifir atik gibi algilaniyor. Halbuki sifir atik felsefesi enerji kaynagini
verimli olarak kullanabilmek, israf etmemek demektir. Bunun icine su da giriyor
elektrikte. Toparlayacak olursam bireysel farkindalik cok 6nemli. Benim sevdigim
sloganlardan biridir; “Problemin degil ¢6ziimiin parcas: ol.” Diigiinsenize kendi
yiikiiniizii azaltabilirsiniz. Cok basit hesap yapin. Bir hafta plastiklerinizi biriktirin.
Ne tipte plastik iiriin tiiketiginize bakin. Bunun c¢ogu sistemin kullanima itmesi
sonucu ambalajdir maalesef. Eskiden her sey acikti nohut, mercimek, un... Gidilir,
doldurulur alinirdi. Yine bunu yapanlar yerel iiretimler. Yani bu city slow dedigimiz
sey aslinda. Lokali desteklemek, karbon ayak izini, ambalaji, atig1 azaltmak ¢ok
onemli bir adim. Sadece kendi yiikiiniizii goriin. Neleri degistirebilirsiniz, neleri
iyilestirebilirsiniz hayatinizda bunun farkina varin. Unutmayn tek kullanimliklar
reddetmekle hayatimzda yapacaginiz bu degisim, etrafimzdakileri de etkiliyor. ilk
etapta sistemsel bir degisim gerekse de, bireyselde tek kullanimliklar: reddetmek

bize 6nemli yol kat ettirecek.

Biliyorsunuz bakanhgin plastik poset uygulamasi vardi. Posetler iicretli hale
getirildi. Biz son yillarda Karadeniz'de izleme noktalarimizda sisteme yeni girmis
aligveris poseti miktarinda ciddi azalmalar gordiik. Fakat ne oldu, bu poset
azaltilirken bu sefer manav ve sarkiiteri kismindaki o daha ¢abuk bozulabilir,
daha kotii materyale sahip seffaf posetler cilginca kullanilir oldu. Bir de iizerine
pandemi bindi. Bu yiizden “bunu kendimce nasil iyilestirebilirim?” yoluna dogru

evrilmek ¢ok 6nemli bir adim.

Samirim  sistem  degistiremeyecegimiz kadar bityiik ve kendi hayatimizla
baslamak gerekiyor. Instagram sayfamizdan bahsettiniz. Simdi vatandas bilimi
vapmaya calisigiz ve farkindahk yaratmak icin 6zel ¢aba sarfl ettiginizi
biliyoruz. Bilim diinyasina katmis oldugunuz plaston kavramini giindelik hayatta
da adapte etmek icin ugrasiyorsunuz. Bize biraz bu plaston sayfamzdan ve kamu
ile etkilesiminizden bahsedebilir misiniz?
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U. A.: Siz de deniz okur yazarhg kursuna katildiniz. Ortak bir mavi paydasinda
bulustuk. Cok keyifliydi. Maalesef iilkemizde deniz okur yazarligi, deniz
farkindalig1 cok diisiik. Plaston sayfasinda benim amacim hem denizlere iligkin
farkindalig1 artirmak hem denizi giindemde tutmak hem de denizlerde en hizli
biiyiiyen bir tehdit olan plastik kirliligi, mikroplastiklerle ilgili de cabamiz
gostererek insanlarda bu konuyu giincel tutarak farkindahigi artirmak. Yaptigimiz
calismalar1 hem instagram sayfasinda yayinliyoruz hem de Cevre TV gibi ulusal
haber kanallarinda, radyo programlarinda bu konuyu dile getiriyorum. Halkin
anlayabilecegi sekilde goriiniir olmaya galigtyorum. Idealist bir insanim, ekibimle
birlikte multidisipliner olarak calistyoruz. Yaptigimiz is cok emekli bir is ama ben
bu isin sadece bilimsel diinya ile paylasilmasi, arsivde kalmasi taraftar degilim.
Mutlaka bir degisime, bir cabaya katkisi olmali. O yiizden herkesi plaston
instagram sayfasini takip etmeye cagirtyorum. Kirlilikle ilgili herhangi bir durumu
tespit ettiginizde, bunun fotografin1 ya da videosunu bizimle paylasirsaniz
ulusalda ve uluslararasi alanda farkindalhga katki saglamak icin kullanmaktan ¢ok

mutlu olurum.

Koyu yesil boliimlerini birbirine baglayan iiclii soru setimiz var. Dogu Karadeniz
ozelinde cevre sorunlarimi siralasanmiz ilk ii¢ siraya hangi sorunlar verlesir diye

size sormak isterim.

U. A.: En 6nemli problemlerin bagini plastik geliyor. Plastigin de sebebi kullanici
davraniglarindan sonra yetersiz atik yonetimi. Tabii bu yetersiz atik yonetimi ile
ilgili kontrolsiiz dolgular, hafriyat bosaltimlar yine ¢ok 6nemli cevresel problem.
Ciinkii plastik dogru sekilde bertaraf edilmesi gereken bir dizi tehlikeli atik daha

iceriyor. Bu anlamda da yerel yonetimlere ¢ok biiyiik bir gérev diisiiyor.

Bolgede yapilan tarimda kullanilan kimyasallar Karadeniz igin biiyiik bir tehdit.
Bolgede balik¢iliga bagli gemi trafigi de yine denizel kaynak olarak kirleticilerle
ilgili g6z 6niinde bulundurulmasi gereken bir baski. Direkt balik¢iliktir demiyorum
ama o da goz ontinde bulundurulmahdir. Atik, 6zellikle plastikler, cok biiyiik bir
baski su anda. Tklim degisikligi gibi diger bir siirii baskidan daha bahsedebiliriz.
Ama iklim degisikligi global olarak, ortak katkimizda gerceklesen bir baski. Bu

yiizden bolgeselde 6zellikle yetersiz atik yonetimi denetimsiz, kontrolsiiz bosaltim
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ve dolgular benim i¢in en can yakici kisim. Bir de son yillarda ¢ok hizl biiytiyen
turizm. Turizm hem atik hem de diger kimyasal kullanimina katki olusturmaktadir.

Aslinda podcasti bitirme serisine gecmistim ama turizm dediginizde sormak
istedim. Dogu Karadeniz'deki en 6nemli sorunlardan birinin derin desarj problemi
oldugunu bilivoruz. Turizm patlamasi da var. Her vadi boyunda bungalov
olmayan bir bosluk kalmayacak gibi goriiniiyor. Ve en basitinden kanalizasyonun
nereye gidecegi bityiik bir plansizlikta, belirsizlikte. Bize bu turizm ve derin

desarj meselesini biraz acmak ister misiniz?

U. A.: Burada da yine yerel yénetimlere geliyoruz. Giinkii bu bélgesel bir strateji
olmali. Deniz ¢opleri, plastiklerle ilgili bakanlikla ortak calismamiz sonucu ¢ikan
deniz ¢opleri il eylem planlari var. Aslinda bakanliklarimizin baktiginizda Avrupa
miiktesebatiyla ile uyumlu ¢ok giizel yonetmelikleri var. Fakat problem bunlarin
yerelde uygulanmasi ile ilgili. Ciinkii denetim yetersiz. Su Cergeve Direktifi, Deniz
Stratejisi Cerceve Direktifi gibi bu kaynaklarin siirdiiriilebilirligi, saglikh isleyisi
icin yapilmas: gerekenlerle ilgili cok 6nemli yasal baglayici diizlemler var. Nesrin
(Algan) hocam bundan zaten ziyadesiyle bahsediyor. Zevkle dinliyorum kendisini
fakat tiim bunlarin yerelde uygulanabiliyor, denetlenebiliyor olmasi da lazim.
Simdi biz burada, bu sorunu ¢ok net goriiyoruz. Size trajikomik bir sey anlatayim.
Karadeniz'de 15 kigilik ekibimle bilimsel bir TUBITAK projesi yiiriitiiyoruz. Gemiyle
kiyisal bolgede mikroplastik ornekliyoruz. Ben mikroplastikleri 6rneklerken,
yerel yonetim karsimdaki kiyida coplerini, ornegin Giresun'da, hafriyat adi
altinda deniz kenarina dokiiyor. Ve ben orada mikroplastikleri topluyorum. Cok
zor mikroplastikleri denizden toplamasi. Ornekleri getirip laboratuvarda giinler,
bazen aylar siiren yontemlerle, deniz suyundan ekstrakte ederek calisiyoruz.
Mikroskop altinda sayiyoruz. Sonra bunlan ft ayar dedigimiz bir cihaza gotiiriip,
kimyasal karakterizasyonunu yapip polietilen midir, poliamik midir vs. bakip
kaynak tespitine gitmeye calisiyoruz. Benim bununla ilgili ¢ekilmis videolarim
var. Platformda yayinladim. Diyorum ki “bakin ben burada, bu TUBITAK projesi ile
kaynak analizi yapmak i¢in biitiin Karadeniz'de bu ¢aligmay yiiriitityorum. Ancak
kaynak karsimda.” Cok net, trajikomik yani benim bu aragtirmay: yapmama gerek

yok. Zaten ben o kaynagi kessem Karadeniz i¢in 6nemli bir girdiyi durdurmus
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olacagim. $imdi turizmde de boyle. Firtina Vadisini her girdigimde bagka bir yere
girmis gibi oluyorum, inanamiyorum. Bu kontrolsiizlikk bizim sonumuz olacak.
Maalesef miisilajdaki gibi biz gozle goriilebilir ve kontrolii neredeyse imkansiz
hale gelmis degisimlerde, yikimlarda kendimize geliyoruz. Oliimii ancak birinin

cenazesine gittigimizde hatirladigimiz gibi.

Bu denizin bir tasima kapasitesi var. Bu sucul ekosistemin bir tagima kapasitesi
var. Bu kadar coklu baski Marmara gibi sinirh su degisiminin oldugu bir denizde,
o boyutta miisilaji meydana getirdi. Biz deniz bilimciler bu kadar baskiya, bu
sistemin dayanamayacagini zaten biliyorduk. Karadeniz i¢in de biliyoruz. Yikici
degisimler devam ediyor. Kritik esikteyiz ya degisiriz ya artik geri doniistiiriilemez

kismi ge¢mis oluruz.

Yerel yonetimlerde de farkindalik ¢cok onemli. Maalesef egitim diizeyi yiiksek,
yonetici olarak geldiginde parlak seyler yapacagini bekledigimiz insanlar bile
sistemin i¢ine girdiginde bu devinime kendini kaptirabiliyor. O farkinda olursa o
korur. Ciinkii gii¢ onun elinde yerelde. Bunu yapmaliyiz burada. Umuyorum geri
doniisii olmayan degisimlere gitmeden, bir kisim farkindaligimizi artirir bu 6zel

ekosistemi mevcut halini koruyarak, gelecek nesile aktarabiliyor oluruz.

I’k soruyu cevapladiginiz icin tesekkiir ederim. Dogu Karadeniz'in 6zelinde
siraladiginiz cevre sorunlarina odakli olarak bakarsak sizce insanlarin ve
canlilarm hayatinda ne tiir degisiklikler oldu? Giindelik hayatimzda degisen sey

ne oldu?

U. A.: Biz maalesef bu hayat kogturmasi icin de tamamuyla kendini bile unutmus
suursuzca yasayan bir insan komiinitesinden bahsediyoruz. Ben de dahilim
buna. Tiim bu antropojenik, yani insan kaynakli baskilarla, plastik kirliligi de
dahil iklimimiz degisiyor. $imdi Karadeniz'de son yillarda siklikla gozlemliyoruz.
Mevsimsel anomaliler var. Kis kis gibi ge¢miyor. Yaz gelmesi gereken zamanda
gelmiyor. Geldiginde agiriliklarla geliyor. Son yillarda ozellikle gozlemledigimiz
Karadeniz'de agir sel, tagkin, heyelan gibi olaylar goriiyoruz. Gene turizm baskisiyla

ormanlan katlediyoruz. Agagsizlastiriyoruz. Toprak kalitesini bozuluyoruz.
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Dolayisiyla ekosistemin dengesini bozuyoruz. Zaten denizin biyokimyasim
bozduk. Bizim aktivitelerimize bagh olarak kisin olmasi gerektiginden sicak
gecerse, yeteri kadar firtina yagis karisimi olmazsa denizdeki dip suyu yukan
cikar. Mesela bakiyor, diyorsunuz ki “bu sene hamsi yok.” Hamsi olamaz. Deniz
suyu sicaklig1 degismis, denizin tiim akinti sistemi yonii, hiz1 degismis. Denizdeki
mikroorganizmalarin bu hamsiyi besleyen miktar1 degismis. Hem kimyasalla hem
degisen iklim kogullariyla, suyun fizikokimyasiyla, hem plastik kirliligiyle, hem de
agir1 aveilikla besin zincirinin yapisini bozarak... O kadar ¢ok seyle etkiliyoruz ki,
insan farkina varmiyor. Karadeniz'den alacagiz zaten bir hamsi kalmis. 1950’lerden
sonra ne degisti? Eskiden yenilmeyen baliklar su an en popiiler baliklar. Ciinkii
onlar kaldi. Mezgiti bile yemezlermis, hamsiyi giibre niyetine cayliklarin dibine

dokerlermis. $imdi hamside bile ciddi dalgalanmalar yasiyoruz son yillarda.

Bu bizi sosyoekonomik olarak ¢ok etkiliyor. Saghk bakimindan da etkiliyor.
Ciddi afetler yasiyoruz. Burada yasadigimiz iklim degisikligine bagh afetlerde
Karadeniz'in, Atlantik’in hatta Pasifik’in bir rolii var. Ciinkii bir sistemler zinciri.
Deniz atmosfere bagli, atmosfer denizle etkilesim icerisinde. Atlantik’te meydana
gelen salmimlar bizim buradaki iklim degisikligini etkiliyor. Fazla plastik
tiikettigimizde, bu kimyasallari kontrolsiizce kullandigimizda, karbon ayak izimizi
azaltmadigimizda yikim siirecek. Biz bilimsel olarak iklim degisikliginin etkilerinin
katlanarak artacagim biliyoruz. Bundan sonra firtina, sel, taskin siddetinin
sikhiginin artacagin biliyoruz. Ama son yillarda konfor alanimiz igerisinde biz
kendimizi dogadan izole, yukarida bir yere koyduk. Yaratilmiglarin en iistii! Her
sey benim i¢in yaratildi ve ben bunu hunharca kullanabilirim. Hayir, yok boyle
bir sey. Sen o doganin parcasisin. Oldiigiinde de yine dekompoze olacaksin ve bu
dogaya karisacaksin. Ruhsal kismini geciyorum ama materyal kismi boyle. Dogada
dongiiler var ve biz de bunun bir parcasiyiz. Dolayisiyla sisteme bir sey olmaz.
Biz yok oluruz bunu anlamamiz lazim yagsam mikroorganizmalarla bagladi. Bunlar
kist formunda spor formunda kendini koruyabilen, biz yok olsak da ytizyillar
sonra olusacak bir optimum ortamda tekrar yasamin vuku bulmasina neden
olacak canlilar. Dolayisiyla biz yok olacagiz bunu anliyor olabilmek lazim. Kendini
kesinlikle bu sistemin bir parcasi olarak goriiyor olabilmek lazim. Her sey bununla

baghyor.
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insanlarmn farkindaliginim arttug noktalarda ¢cevre eksenli toplumsal hareketlerde
giicleniyor. Peki sizin aklimizda kalan en carpict ¢evre hareketi imgesi va da
slogani nedir?

U. A.: Benim Tiirkiyede en sevdigim sloganlardan biri “Denizine sahip cik”
Deniz varsa hayat var, ¢cok seviyorum bunu. Plastikle ilgili de; “B gezegeni yok!”
Basgka segenegimiz yok! Olan bu, buna iyi bakmak zorundayiz. Benim icin en

degerlilerden biri de “problemin degil ¢6ziimiin parcasi ol.”

Cok tesekkiirler hocam. Koyu Yesil'in bu boliimiinde Karadeniz'in iizerindeki
coklu baskiya ve bu baskida en onemli agirhigr tasivan plastige odaklandik.
Bilimsel arastirmalarimm yaninda vatandas bilimi yapuiginiz i¢in de tesekkiirler.

313






With Ulgen Aytan on the Black Sea under

Multiple Pressures and Microplastics

In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we talked to Ulgen Aytan about one of the most

critical environmental problems of our time, plastics and microplastics in the seas.

In this episode, our guest is our dear professor Ulgen Aytan.! Professor Ulgen
Aytan studies on plastic, and microplastics in particular, in the seas. Together with
her research group in the thematic area of PLASTON, PLAStic and plankTON,
she investigates the consequences and effects of plastic pollution in the seas. In
addition to her scientific studies, she works to raise awareness through citizen

science.

Ulgen Aytan: Thank you for your invitation. The program is Koyu Yesil[ Dark Green],
but today we will talk about dark blue, the Black Sea. I am a marine scientist, a
marine biologist, a fundamental scientist. We study on marine life, its interaction
with the environment and sustainability. I am even a plankton ecologist. The seas
are dominated by microbial communities and these communities, these creatures

we call plankton, are actually the basis of life. Everything from the oxygen we

1 We met Professor Ulgen at the Marine Literacy Course for the Protection and Sustaina-
bility of the Marine Ecosystem in Turkey, jointly organized by TUDAV, the Turkish Marine
Research Foundation and the International Ocean Institute. | was a third semester trai-
nee, and | learned a lot from both Professor Ulgen and our other professors. | would like
to thank everyone who contributed once again.
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breathe on land, to our climate, to the high-quality protein and other seafood
that we eat, is thanks to them. Therefore, plankton are creatures with very critical
functions.

My journey with plaston started in late 2012 when I was doing postdoctoral
research in the UK and met microplastics for the first time. At that time, it was not
a very common topic in Turkey and the world. But when we collected plankton
samples from the sea, we were seeing small plastic, fiber-like things and we didn’t
care much about them. Then our awareness increased. In fact, the first awareness
of plastic pollution, especially microplastics, took place in the oceans and seas.
Although plastic has been contaminating the oceans and seas for a very long
time, plastic actually does not have a very long history. In this process, I went
from being a plankton ecologist to a plaston ecologist. I introduced this term
to the scientific world: plastic and plankton are a combination of organic and
synthetic components that are found in the seas simultaneously and at the same
size, belonging and not belonging to the sea. Unfortunately, in multiple ways, it
seriously affects both the life in the sea and, in fact, us, our climate and our health.

You often mention about multiple pressure. Plastic is an important pollutant
that increases multiple pressure. You explained that microplastics actually come
from macroplastics. However, in everyday life, it is understood as if microplastics
are small pieces by themselves. Can you tell us about the relationship between
macroplastics and microplastics?

U. A.: Plastic is a new material that doesn’t have a very long history. It was
discovered in the last century. At first, it is very fragile; it is not easily shaped
and applicable. R&D studies continued on it. In the 1950s, mass production of
polymers, which are now widely used, began. The fact that polymers are easy to
shape, long-lasting, cheap and durable causes them to be used in all areas of life.
In other words, they are used in many different areas from daily life to industry
and agriculture. In the medical field, it can be used in almost every field, from a
life-saving prosthesis to a pacemaker. But the problem starts with the single-use
plastics. Instead of using sustainable products, we start to replace what we have
with disposable ones and use them recklessly, along with the system pushing us
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into consumption behavior in favor of taking the easy way out. In recent years,
global plastic production has reached four hundred million tons. Unfortunately,
a very small portion of this production, about 8%, can be recycled globally and
put back into the circular economy. It is not possible to recycle every plastic. Not
all countries and regions have the same level of consciousness and awareness.
Even if plastics are recycled, those that can be recycled have a recycling rate.
There are studies showing that after they are recycled, they actually become more
dangerous when they return to nature. And unfortunately recycling also creates
this feeling in people: “I can recycle it anyway, so I can use it.” This is especially
the case for people with a very high level of education. However, even the UK,
which is the country in the world that manages recycling, has recently made
its own criticism. The UK collects plastics very well for recycling, but since the
plastics collected are too much, they sell their garbage to developing countries. For
example, they were selling their plastics to Turkey too. Especially in the Far East, in
countries like Indonesia, it was seen that these plastics were being stored in poor
conditions. The UK realized that despite its careful handling and efforts to recycle
plastics, it was inadvertently making a significant contribution to global ocean
pollution. Recycling therefore failed, both because of the nature of the material
and because of practical problems. 12% of plastics are disposed of by incineration.
Incineration causes serious problems. Because the toxic chemicals added during
the production of plastic and the chemicals collected from the environment are
released into the atmosphere during incineration. And this turns the material into
a great threat. Because from the moment it is released into the atmosphere, you
cannot control these pollutants in any way. It can reach up to the poles. When
we subtract recycling and disposal through incineration, we are left with 80%.
Unfortunately, this means that a large part of the waste ends up in nature as a
result of uncontrolled discharges in landfills and inadequate waste management.

The ending of plastic in nature means that it reaches aquatic resources and the
sea in various ways. If we go through the Black Sea, we see that especially in river
valleys, in coastal areas, there are a lot of both local governments’ dumping and
illegal excavation discharges in close contact with the sea. Excavated waste is
garbage that contains detoxification and hazardous waste materials, including
plastic. These enter the Black Sea chronically with wind, precipitation and wave

movement in the Black Sea geography where the slope and precipitation are high.
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When we look at the Black Sea in the context of large objects, we come across
disposable objects, especially plastic bottles, bags and sacks from agriculture.
These start to erode and disintegrate day by day through a series of physical,
chemical and biological processes starting with sunlight. First, a large object over
25 millimeters crumbles into mesoplastics and then into microplastics; from the
moment it is reduced to less than 5 millimeters, which is smaller than a red lentil
grain in a language that everyone understands, it is now called microplastics. We
call the sizing of microplastics smaller than one-micron nanoplastics. They are
at the cellular level that can cross the whole brain barrier. They are now present
in all kinds of environmental matrices as unpredictable and unmanageable
pollutants that threaten humans and other living things at the DNA level. We call
the ones formed by the fragmentation of these large objects as secondary plastics.
There are also microplastics that are actually produced in sizes smaller than 5
millimeters. Such as microbeads in personal use face wash gels, toothpastes and
cleaning products, abrasives, pellets used in industry. For example, you produce
plastic bags in Iyidere in Rize. You buy polyethylene pellets in sacks and add the
chemical, color, etc. you want and make plastic bags and sell them. These pellets
can also enter directly into the marine environment. Fibers and microfibers are
another pollutant that we encounter a lot in the sea and sea creatures. A very large
part of these come from synthetic textiles. The clothes we wear, our underwear,
the sofa covers, carpets, curtains, bed linen, etc. are the main source of fibers. In
fact, if we look carefully, become a conscious consumer and read labels, we can
see that many of the products we use have a very high synthetic content. Even
recycled clothes, which are very trendy at the moment. Sometimes people with
ecological awareness want to buy them, but imagine that what you are wearing
is plastic! Synthetic may soften it a bit, but the reality is plastic. Therefore, when
using this synthetic textile, there is already a serious amount of emission into the
air, that is, into the atmosphere. Even where you sit, the things we call dust flying
in the air are actually synthetic microfibers when we examine them. There is also
the result of washing them. When 6 kg of laundry is washed, up to 20 million
microfibers are sent to the seas through sewage. Unfortunately, treatment in our
country is not done at a level that will capture microplastics. Treatment facilities

in the Black Sea are very problematic. There is deep sea discharge. Unfortunately,
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there is no wastewater treatment facility, especially in the Eastern Black Sea
region. Therefore, imagine that you both use this textile in all areas and send it to
the atmosphere, and you produce microplastics with the laundry you wash during
the day, with the sponge you use when washing dishes, and you send it to the sea

through sewage. And these are what we call primary microplastics.

In the context of plastics, there is a part that we chronically send to the seas, which
we are not aware of when we produce it. There are also microplastics, which are
formed by the introduction of more macro-sized, visible plastic objects that we
overuse and mismanage. At the moment, we know that from coastal areas to areas
in the middle of the ocean away from human influence, even to the poles, to the
deepest point of the ocean, to the Mariana Trench, there isnot a living creature that
has not been contaminated among all living things, from microscopic creatures to

invertebrates, fish, seabirds, mammals and turtles.

If you are a microplastics researcher like me, you already know that microplastics
are everywhere. However, this pollutant is not something we can list as “there’s
this much in oysters, and this much in mussels,” for example. I want to emphasize
this point. We're talking about a complex pollutant under the name of plastic. If
we find over 1 million microplastic pieces per square kilometer in the Black Sea, it
means that each of these one million pieces behave as a separate toxic pollutant.
Because they all come from different objects, different sources. From the moment
they enter the sea, they are associated with different pollutants. There are too
many pollutants in the Black Sea right now. Pesticides, heavy metals, antibiotics
and many other pollutants. All of these have the behavior of adhering to plastics.
In other words, if the pollutant concentration in the environment is 5, it can be
found a thousand times more on the plastic in the same environment. This toxic

pollutant becomes concentrated.

We have been working in the Black Sea ecosystem for 10 years. We have no
uncontaminated point in this area. And unfortunately, even now, even if we reduce
or stop the amount entering the sea, the existing ones that have been entering the

system since 1950 continue to crumble and control more creatures and areas.
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For more than 10 years you have been studying the Black Sea ecosystem. What
Kind of field studies do you and your team conduct on pollution in the Black Sea?
Do you have any current studies?

U. A.: We have current, ongoing studies. I have 3 doctoral students. We are
conducting very special studies on microplastics with them. With my two
master’s students, we are doing a postgraduate thesis on these issues in the same
way. In the Eastern Black Sea, which constitutes an important fishing area, we
are investigating plastics of various sizes; the distribution, quantities, sources
and compositions of micro, meso and macro plastics on the seabed, sea surface
and water column. We are also interested in the communities on these plastics.
Because from the moment the plastic enters the sea, there is a community that
starts with bacteria and continues with phytoplankton and invertebrates. Just
like the biosphere, stratosphere and atmosphere, we now have a plastisphere. In
other words, a plastic sphere. It is a new habitat that hosts organisms from various
taxonomic levels. Unfortunately, due to the high buoyancy of most plastics, this
habitat can carry these creatures to ecosystems where they do not belong. The
Black Sea ecosystem has been severely affected by invasive species since the 1990s,
and in many different ways. The ecosystem and even the economy have been
affected. Therefore, plastics and these communities associated with them are very
important in making predictions and monitoring the presence and transportation
of new species. Again, from the moment these species start to adhere to the
plastic, they have actually played a very important role in the journey of the
plastic, which has turned into what we call “fate” in English, but which we as
scientists have difficulty in translating into Turkish, but which, if we translate it, is
something like fate, like destiny. Because these bacterial communities play a very
important role in the degradation, deterioration and abrasion of plastic. This is
very important for researching the degradation process. Also, with the presence
of these communities, the weight of the plastic starts to increase. Because the
weight of the biofilm on it is added to the plastic. Therefore, the sinking process of
plastic can change depending on these communities. In one of our studies, we are
investigating the diversity on these communities, invasive species, if any, and their
role in both the sinking and degradation of the plastic on this journey. This is very
important and I can say that this is the only comprehensive study on plastisphere

in the Black Sea in Turkey.
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Another study is my graduate student’s thesis on commercial fish species
distributed in the Black Sea. We are investigating the presence of microplastics
in commercial fish, and although we do not consume the digestive tract of the
fish, it is important that microplastics begin to accumulate with the associated
chemicals, especially in adipose tissue through the bloodstream, from the moment
they enter the digestive tract of the fish. Therefore, even if you cannot find it in the
tissue, micro-sized plastics, nanoplastics are actually present in the fish and the
associated chemicals bioaccumulate. In the food chain, when a small fish, such
as anchovy, is eaten by a larger fish, such as bonito, the toxic chemicals associated
with plastic begin to increase in the upper steps, which we call biomagnification,
on the way to humans. We are currently investigating the composition and
amount of plastic both in fish such as horse mackerel and anchovy, and in fish
such as whiting, red mullet, halibut and turbot, which live in the bottom region
and are less relocated and therefore more exposed to anthropogenic terrestrial
human impacts. Polymer analyses of these are carried out one by one. Because
each polymer has a hazard score and we make a risk assessment. Exposure and
risk assessments are made both for the ecosystem and for humans as a result of

its consumption.

Another study of ours is the role of rivers in transporting plastics to the Black
Sea, which includes experimental studies on the effects of plastic-related additive
chemicals on the marine ecosystem. This is also a master’s thesis. We have 5 rivers
that we monitor. We look at how much plastic enters the Black Sea on a daily basis
through these rivers. The next modeling will be how these plastics behave and
what their fate is after they enter the Black Sea, depending on their type. Because
the Black Sea is, as you know;, a special sea. Most plastics are lighter than seawater,
so they float. But compared to a Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea has less than
half the salinity, it is brackish water, so most plastics that enter the Black Sea tend
to sink faster than in the Mediterranean. But at the bottom you have the very
salty waters of the Mediterranean and at the top you have the less salty waters of
the Black Sea. Between these two layers there is a layer of density that we call a
permanent pycnocline. So, these two bodies of water are never completely mixed.
Think of it like a barrier. There is a minimum mixture in between. An anoxic

layer starts at a certain depth in the Black Sea. Plastics may be accumulating in
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the intermediate layers of the Black Sea. We conducted a TUBITAK [Scientific
and Technological Research Council of Turkey] project on microplastics and our
results confirmed this hypothesis. There is a serious accumulation of microplastics
in the Black Sea, especially at 70-80 meters. Just like the clouds you see in the sky;
it is as if there are microplastic clusters and dense accumulations in some places.

Of course, this shows periodic spatial differences.

We do not only monitor. As an institution, we also participate in monitoring
programs in Turkey’s seas with ministries. We are the institution that undertakes
this in the Black Sea. Even the pollution in the Marmara and Aegean Seas is
monitored by me and my team under the Marine Monitoring Program of the
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change. In addition to this
monitoring, there is also the issue of how we should control and reduce pollution.
I am very interested in this. We work multidisciplinary on this issue with other
teams and engineering faculties. We have some patent works. Because we need
new technologies. Our goal is to contain microplastics before they reach the sea.
This is what we need the most right now. There are technologies to remove the
ones in the sea, but believe me, it is very difficult. The smartest thing to do is to
find an answer to the question of how we can keep a plastic before it reaches
the sea. We are actively working on these issues. We continue to carry out these
studies more extensively through international collaborations.

Your studies are very exciling, on the one hand showing the magnitude of the
problem and on the other hand you are engaged in a series of efforts and endeavors
on how we can solve this problem. Now we talked about plastic and the change in
the Black Sea ecosystem. You reminded us that plastic is actually not that old. If
we were Lo go back 70 years ago, at the dawn of the plastic revolution, how would
vou paint the life in the Black Sea?

U. A.: It’s even hard to imagine when I tell it like this. I didn’t even exist at that
time. Of course, we speak based on the scientific data and observations we have.
Especially the observations of local people are very important. We work closely
with fishermen. Regarding plastic pollution, our older friends, who have been

fishing for 50-60 years, have some things to say. For example, they used to say that
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50-60 years ago, 4 whiting would weigh 1 kilogram. Now 30-40 whiting weighs
one kilogram. Of course, plastic is not the only pressure. Especially following the
industrial revolution, with the increasing population, industry and technology,
there is a very serious anthropogenic pressure on the oceans. The chemical
dimension of pollution is terrible. There are over 150 thousand commercially
produced chemicals, and they are used uncontrollably and discharged
uncontrollably. Imagine that from the moment they are produced, they reach
the marine ecosystem. Even if pollutants do not reach a water source through a
sewage or a discharge, they can reach it through the atmosphere. Pollutants can
reach the marine ecosystem with rainfall. These include pesticides, heavy metals,
radioactive substances, antibiotics. Residual organic pollutants are widely used
especially in agriculture and industry. These pollutants are, as the name suggests,
residual, they do not disappear in any way, and from the moment they come into
contact with living organisms, they have the ability to bioaccumulate, that is,

show accumulation.

Plastic affects the ecosystem both chemically, physically and biologically. Now,
if we are talking about chemical A, like mercury, mercury has a chemical effect.
Mercury has a range, a sphere of influence. This can be monitored through studies.
But imagine that plastic both leaks the chemicals it contains into seawater and
accumulates all the pollutants in the sea on itself. If consumed by a living creature,
it can block the digestive tract or kill the creature by getting entangled in its fin or
alimb, preventing its growth, breathing and movement. Likewise, these chemicals
that enter the body of the living creature also prevent the creature from growing,
reproducing and continuing its vital functions. Because with all these aspects,
plastic affects living things from the molecular level to the ecosystem level. It can
also biologically affect living things by carrying pathogens and disease-causing

bacteria.

We can interpret the effects of chemicals, other pollutants, overfishing, invasive
species, and recently even climate change in the Black Sea ecosystem with
long-standing data. But plastic pollution is very new. I was the first person to
start studying on microplastics in the Black Sea, even in the seas of our country.
Afterwards, the scientific world quickly turned to this issue. A number of teams of

researchers were established in Turkey and they started working in other regions.
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But we have become a pioneering research team that has made a very serious
effort among the Black Sea countries. Even our history is just 10 years old. I can
express my observations in 10 years, but the ones related to the 1950s are only
estimates.

Possibly plastics even played a serious role in the transportation and distribution
of invasive species affecting the Black Sea ecosystem. Maybe the species entered,
it was somewhere in the Western Black Sea. Maybe it wouldn’t have gotten very far,
but maybe with a plastic, it could be carried by currents and eddies as far as Sochi,
Russia. Or it could settle in a benthic ecosystem. Or perhaps plastic pollution
was a very important reason for the decline in fish stocks, which we have always
attributed to climate change, chemicals, pollutants and overfishing. We have also
been trying to understand this with the studies we have been conducting for the

last 10 years.

For the first time in the world, after three studies conducted only in the Pacific,
we reported the presence of microplastics in a microscopic creature in the Black
Sea, which is at the base of the Black Sea food chain and constitutes the main
food of anchovies. This article was published last year in a journal with a high
impact factor and made quite a splash in the scientific world. These creatures
are insect-like creatures of 2-3 mm in size. We call them copepods and they are
included in zooplankton. There are a very limited number of copepod species in
the Black Sea. While there are hundreds of them in the Mediterranean, we are
talking about 7-8 species here. They are very abundant but their diversity is quite
low. Any change in the amount or composition of these species in the changing
Black Sea ecosystem can have a profound impact on the entire ecosystem, and
can be powerful enough to collapse it. There is a serious change in the structure
of zooplankton due to pressures. In a TUBITAK project last year, we found micro-
sized particles and fibers in the digestive tracts of these millimetric creatures we
collected from the Black Sea, and these creatures can also defecate them. The
faeces of these creatures are biological carbon pump that has a very critical role
in an important cycle in the oceans. We are creating very serious greenhouse gas
emissions through human activities. We send too much carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere and the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is absorbed by the oceans
through gas exchange with the ocean, which has the largest area of contact with
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the atmosphere. This carbon dioxide is used in the photosynthesis mechanism by
the plant, microscopic creatures I mentioned at the beginning of my speech. Put
1liter of sea water in a bottle and look. You see it as just water. However, there are
millions of phytoplankton, microorganisms in a spoonful of that water, and all
of them are creatures that produce equivalent to the production made by trees
and plants on land, from the air we breathe to our climate. In a sense, they are
invisible heroes. Carbon dioxide is used by these creatures. These creatures are
in turn consumed by the copepods, the zooplankton I mentioned earlier. The
energy here is transferred to the next step. These creatures are eaten by anchovies.
Anchovy cannot exist without copepods. Because copepod is the main food of
anchovy. As these copepods defecate during their lives, carbon starts to be sent to
the bottom of the sea by these creatures. This is called the biological carbon pump.
In other words, our excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere undergoes some kind
of change and modification in the seas and is buffered towards the bottom of the
sea with the faeces. It is also a rich nutrient content for the life at the bottom. We
need life there too. Because the system flows downwards, these are our recyclers
depending on gravity.

Therefore, if these microscopic creatures consume microplastics in their own
environment, there is no escape for an anchovy. Anchovies not only ingest
microplastics by eating these creatures, but they are also directly exposed to the
high level of microplastic pollution in the Black Sea as they filter the water. The
fact that we find microplastics in the faeces of these creatures, which are also
found in the faeces of other fish, prevents this carbon flow towards the bottom.
Because plastic is a floating material, experimental studies show that instead of
sinking, these plastics remain suspended near the surface, even decomposed by
bacteria at depths where they should not be, and this carbon dioxide is released

back into the atmosphere.

The plastic that we use recklessly or that we use consciously and say “I sent it for
recycling, I feel so comfortable” ends up in the sea in ways we would never imagine.
It affects the life there in ways we never imagined and actually shapes our comfort
on land and our future. Because new studies show that plastic also affects the
climate very seriously. We can talk about a very serious greenhouse gas emission

in the process from the search for the raw material of plastic, its transportation,
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processing, conversion into plastic, use and disposal of plastic, to its termination

and decomposition in nature.

Unfortunately, if these mismanagements are not corrected, if this production
trend continues and our consumption habits do not change, we know that the
amount of plastic in the ocean will increase exponentially in the very near future
due to global production.

Plastics will affect both the biogeochemistry of the sea, that is, they will affect
the functionalology, which is critical for humans and for the planet, and they
will affect our climate. Because we expect there to be more plastic than plankton
in the near future. The concept of the seventh continent on the surface, in the
ocean, is the visible part. The invisible piles of microplastics will cause the
sea to warm regionally. This warming will change the whole system in the sea.
Because everything from light transmittance, that is, from optical features to the
physicochemistry of water, everything will change. As I said at the beginning,
the sea is a system dominated by microbial communities and these creatures are
incredibly responsive, incredibly sensitive to environmental change. If these are
affected, it means that the future of the ocean, our future and the future of the
planet will be seriously threatened.

To summarize briefly, the Black Sea ecosystem is not the ecosystem it was 60-70
years ago; it is in a process of rapid change and destruction. Worldwide studies
show that the Black Sea is one of the most degraded ecosystems in the world in
terms of both water quality and biodiversity. There is a European Union project
between the Black Sea countries, and if you look at the results of the EMBLAS
project, you will see that especially the anoxic zone has risen regionally higher
compared to previous years. This confirms that the limited life is becoming more
limited and causing serious habitat losses.

You often talk about the importance of reducing single-use plastics, you tell us to
pay attention to this and you often warn us. But I feel like it’s putting too much
burden on the conscience of the individual. It's such a big problem that I don't
think that putting so much responsibility on the individual without a systemic
change can create a permanent solution. I wonder if a systemic change is possible?
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As individuals, yes, of course we should take our responsibilities, but is it possible
to change the system as individuals? Or should we find another way?

U. A.: You are very right in what you say, but we have a rapidly growing sector with
unimaginable budgets. We have a life surrounded by plastic. It is hard to perceive,
but there is plastic even in liquid form. In the creams you use, in the pills you drink,
even in agriculture. Currently, in agriculture, seeds are covered with a plastic film
so thin that it is invisible to the eye. This is to protect the seeds against organisms
and to prevent the seeds from spoiling. Plastic, which is already a complex
material, is used in many areas and in a very complicated way. It is really difficult
to control. Yes, we need a systemic change. With international agreements, the
United Nations and the European Union have great efforts, actions and strategies
in this sense. However, there is a sector that is so strong that it cannot be said that
you will not produce it anymore. The sector needs an alternative product to be
able to say this. Because everything has been replaced by plastic. It is necessary to
think in the short, medium and long term. There are very serious R&D studies on
this issue both in the world and in our country. But the alternative product should

not only be for a disposable cup or fork.

Plastics can be short-lived and long-lived. You are talking about the components of
acaroracomputer. You use them foralong time. But when we say disposable, we are
actually talking about things that we can easily replace with things we previously
used. In the past, we didn’t even have a paper napkin. Everyone had cloth napkins,
or when we were kids, we all had thermos. Sandwiches were wrapped in cloths
or napkins. Now everyone is stretching them. So yes, systemic and international
sanctions and changes are needed. The first thing to do is to reduce the production
of plastics and in the first place, the continuation of the irreplaceable alternative
products that cannot be found. But if this production is to continue, the additive
chemicals added to these plastics need to be improved. Because although plastic
creates a physical problem, the real threat is the chemicals it contains. Especially
in the process of deterioration and abrasion, the chemicals it releases to both

living things and nature are dangerous.

When you look at the individual, I'm not just talking about plastics, people say:
“Everyone is doing it, so what if I do it? I mean, what can I do if I try to change
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this now? Millions of people are doing it.” It is very wrong to think like that. Well,
I am studying on plastic pollution. Do I live 100% plastic-free? I would be lying if
I said so. It is not possible to live 100% plastic-free. Look, even my headphones
are plastic now.> But I am a conscious consumer. I always read the labels on the
clothes I wear. I don’t have money for plastic. Instead of buying 10 trendy blouses in
different colors and models, I prefer products such as cotton, viscose or tencel. Yes,
the prices of these products have increased recently due to increased awareness.
But I always say that I would rather have one t-shirt with natural content than 30
synthetic t-shirts. When you start to reduce your individual burden, for example, if
you have a refillable flask with you, if you do not use plastic bags but use shopping
bags, your burden on nature decreases.

Every kind of consumption has a carbon footprint on the planet.

Recycling is perceived as zero waste. However, zero waste philosophy means
using energy resources efficiently and not wasting them. This includes both water
and electricity. To summarize, individual awareness is very important. One of
my favorite slogans is “Be part of the solution, not part of the problem.” Think
about it, you can reduce your own burden. Make a very simple calculation. Collect
your plastics for a week. Look at what type of plastic products you consume.
Unfortunately, most of this is packaging as a result of the system pushing it into
use. In the past, everything used to be in the boxes, chickpeas, lentils, flour... You
used to go and fill it up at the store and buy it. Still, it is local productions that do
this. So, this is actually what we call city slow. Supporting local, reducing carbon
footprint, packaging, waste is a very important step. Just see your own burden.
Realize what you can change, what you can improve in your life. Remember, the
change you make in your life by rejecting disposables affects those around you.
Even if it requires a systemic change at first, rejecting disposables individually will

make us achieve significant breakthrough.

Asyou know, the ministry had a plastic bag policy. The bags were made chargeable.
In recent years, at our monitoring points in the Black Sea region, we have seen a
significant decrease in the amount of shopping bags that have just entered the

2 The podcast was recorded at the zoom meeting. Ulgen Aytan pointed to the headphones
she used during the interview while making this statement.
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system. But what happened was that while these bags were being reduced, the
transparent plastic bags in grocery stores and delicatessens, which are more
perishable and have worse materials, have been used crazily. And on top of that,
there was the pandemic. So, evolving towards “how can I improve this on my

own?” is a very important step.

I think the system is too big for us to change and we need to start with our own
lives. You mentioned your Instagram page. Now we know that you are trying to
do citizen science and making a special effort to raise awareness. You are trying to
adapt the concept of plaston, which you have introduced to the world of science,
to everyday life. Can you tell us a bit about this plaston page and your interaction
with the public?

U. A.: You also participated in the marine literacy course. We met on a common
blue denominator. It was very enjoyable. Unfortunately, marine literacy and
marine awareness is very low in our country. My aim on the Plaston page is to raise
awareness about the seas, to keep the sea on the agenda, and to raise awareness
by keeping this issue up to date by showing our efforts regarding plastic pollution,
microplastics, which is the fastest growing threat in the seas. We publish our
work on our Instagram page and I also talk about this issue on national news
channels such as Cevre TV and radio programs. I try to be visible in a way that
the public can understand. I am an idealistic person; my team and I work in a
multidisciplinary way. The work we do is very labor-intensive, but I am not in favor
of sharing this work only with the scientific world and keeping it in the archive.
It must necessarily contribute to a change, an effort. That’s why I invite everyone
to follow the plaston Instagram page. When you detect any pollution-related
situation, if you share a photo or video of it with us, I would be very happy to use
it to contribute to national and international awareness.

We have a set of three questions linking the Koyu Yesil episodes. If you were to
rank the environmental problems in the Fastern Black Sea region, I would like to
ask you which problems would be in the top three.
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U. A.: Plastic is one of the most important problems. The reason for plastic is
inadequate waste management after user behavior. Of course, uncontrolled fillings
and dumpingrelated to thisinadequate waste management are also very important
environmental problems. Because plastic contains a number of hazardous wastes
that need to be disposed of properly. In this sense, local governments have a huge
role to play.

Chemicals used in agriculture in the region are a major threat to the Black Sea.
Ship traffic related to fishing in the region is also a pressure that should be taken
into consideration regarding pollutants as a marine source. I am not saying it is
directly fishing, but it should also be taken into consideration. Waste, especially
plastics, is a huge pressure right now. We can talk about a lot of other pressures like
climate change. But climate change is a pressure that is happening globally, with
our collective contribution. That’s why the most painful part for me is inadequate
waste management, especially in the region, unregulated, uncontrolled dumping
and filling. And then there is tourism, which has been growing very fast in recent

years. Tourism contributes to both waste and other chemical use.

Actually, I was going to finish the podcast, but when you mentioned tourism,
I wanted to ask another question. We know that one of the most important
problems in the Eastern Black Sea region is the deep discharge problem. There
is also a tourism boom. It seems like there won't be a space without a bungalow
in every valley. And there is a great lack of planning and uncertainty as to where
the sewage will go. Would you like to tell us more about this issue of tourism and
deep discharge?

U. A.: Here again we come to local governments. Because this should be a
regional strategy. There are provincial action plans on marine litter that we have
developed in cooperation with the ministry on marine litter and plastics. In fact,
our ministries have very good regulations in line with the European acquis. But
the problem is about their implementation at the local level. Because the controls
are inadequate. There are very important legally binding regulations such as the
Water Framework Directive and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive on
what needs to be done for the sustainability and healthy functioning of these
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resources. Prof. Nesrin (Algan) already has already emphasized this to a great
extent. I listen to her with pleasure, but all these things must also be implemented
and supervised at the local level. Now we see this problem very clearly here. Let
me tell you something tragicomic. We are conducting a scientific TUBITAK project
in the Black Sea with my team of 15 people. We are sampling microplastics in the
coastal area by ship. While I am sampling microplastics, the local administration
on the opposite shore, for example in Giresun, is dumping their garbage on the
seashore under the name of excavation. And I collect microplastics there. It is
very difficult to collect microplastics from the sea. We bring the samples and work
in the laboratory for days, sometimes months, extracting them from seawater. We
count them under a microscope. Then we take them to a device that we call ft
adjustment, do chemical characterization, see if they are polyethylene, polyamic,
etc. and try to determine the source. I have videos about this. I published them
on the platform. I say, “Look, I am conducting this study here, in the whole Black
Sea region, with this TUBITAK project to analyze the source, but the source is
in front of me.” It is very clear, tragicomic, so I don't need to do this research.
Anyway, if T cut that source, I will have stopped an important input for the Black
Sea. Now it is the same with tourism. Every time I go into the Firtina Valley, I feel
like I've gone somewhere else, I can't believe it. This lack of control will be the
end of us. Unfortunately, like in mucilage, we come to our senses in changes and
destructions that are visible and almost impossible to control. Just like we only

remember death when we go to someone’s funeral.

This sea has a carrying capacity. This aquatic ecosystem has a carrying capacity.
Such multiple pressures have created mucilage of that size in a sea like Marmara,
where there is limited water exchange. We as marine scientists already knew that
this system could not withstand such pressure, and we know this for the Black
Sea as well. Destructive changes continue. We are at a critical threshold, either we

change or we will have passed the irreversible part.

Awareness is also very important in local governments. Unfortunately, even people
with a high level of education, who we expect to do great things as administrators,
can get caught up in this movement when they enter the system. If he/she is aware,
he/she will protect it. Because the power is in his/her hands locally. We need to do

this here. I hope that we can increase some of our awareness and preserve this
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special ecosystem in its current state and pass it on to the next generation without

irreversible changes.

Thank you for answering the supplementary question. If we focus on the
environmental problems you listed for the Fastern Black Sea region, what Kind
of changes do you think have happened in the lives of people and living things?
What has changed in our daily lives?

U. A.: Unfortunately, in this rush of life, we are talking about a community of
people who have completely forgotten themselves and live unconsciously. I am
included in this. Our climate is changing due to all these anthropogenic pressures,
including plastic pollution. Now, we have been observing it frequently in the
Black Sea in recent years. There are seasonal anomalies. Winter is not like winter.
Summer does not come when it should. When it comes, it comes with extremes.
In recent years, we have observed extreme floods, overflows and landslides in
the Black Sea. Again, we are massacring forests under the pressure of tourism.
We are deforesting. We are deteriorating soil quality. Therefore, we disrupt the
balance of the ecosystem. We have already damaged the biochemistry of the sea.
Depending on our activities, if the winter is warmer than it should be, if there is
not enough storm precipitation mixture, the deep water in the sea will rise up. For
example, they say, “There are no anchovies this year.” There cannot be anchovies.
The sea water temperature has changed, the direction and speed of the entire
current system of the sea has changed. The number of microorganisms in the
sea that feed these anchovies has changed. By changing climate conditions, the
physicochemistry of the water, plastic pollution, as well as destroying the structure
of the food chain through overfishing... We are affecting it with so many things
that people don't realize it. We already have just anchovy left to get from the Black
Sea. What has changed since the 1950s? Fish that used to be inedible are now the
most popular fish. Because they stayed. They didn’t even eat haddock, they used
to dump anchovies at the bottom of the tea plantations as fertilizer. Now we are

experiencing serious fluctuations even in anchovies in recent years.

It affects us very much socioeconomically. It also affects us health-wise. We are

experiencing serious disasters. The Black Sea, the Atlantic and even the Pacific
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play arole in the climate change-related disasters we experience here. Because itisa
chain of systems. The sea is connected to the atmosphere, the atmosphere interacts
with the sea. The emissions occurring in the Atlantic affect our climate change here.
When we consume too much plastic, when we use these chemicals unrestrictedly,
when we don't reduce our carbon footprint, the destruction will continue. We
know scientifically that the effects of climate change will increase exponentially.
We know that the frequency of storms, floods and overflows will increase from now
on. But in recent years, in our comfort zone, we have placed ourselves above nature,
isolated from it. The top of creation! Everything was created for me and I can use it
brutally. No, there is no such thing, you are a part of that nature. When you die, you
will decompose again and you will be part of that nature. I am skipping the spiritual
part, but the material part is like that. There are cycles in nature and we are part of
it. So, nothing happens to the system. We will perish, we need to understand that
life started with microorganisms. These are creatures that can protect themselves
in the form of cysts and spores, and even if we disappear, they will cause life to
reappear in an optimum environment centuries later. Therefore, we must be able
to understand that we will disappear. You should definitely see yourself as a part of
this system. Everything starts with this.

Where people’s awareness increases, environmental social movements also grow
stronger. What is the most striking environmental movement image or slogan
you remember?

U. A.: One of my favorite slogans in Turkey is “Save your sea.” If there is a sea, there
is life, I love this very much. And about plastic: “There is no planet B!” We have no
other choice! This is what we have, we have to take good care of it. One of the most
valuable ones for me is “be part of the solution, not part of the problem.”

Thank you very much. In this episode of Koyu Yesil, we focused on the multiple
pressures on the Black Sea and plastic, which plays the most important role in
this pressure. Thank you for doing citizen science in addition to vour scientific

research.
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